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The totall Summe, of +hy Caralogue is 


3 The. General "of - Great -Þ'R [ T A 1 N. 


CHAPTER I. 


E State of every Kingdome well managed by prudent governnment,ſeems to me 
to repreſent a humane Body, guided dy the ſoveraignty of the Reaſonable Soul : 
the Country and land it eli xepreſenting the one,the Attions an1 State-Afaires 
the other. Sith therefore the excellencics of the whole arc but imperſetly laid 
open, where either oftheſe Parts is defeQtive, our intendment isto take a view as 
well ofthe outward Body and Lineaments of the now flouriſhing Britiſh Monar- 
chy (the 1ſlands)Kingdomes and Provinces thereof in atual poſſeflion, for with 
others, no leſs juſtly claimed in the Continent, we meddle not) which ſhall be the 


3 - :6nterit of our firſt or Chorographical Tome, containing the four firſt Books of this our Theatrs ;-as alſo 
B25 ofirs ſuccefiye government and vital ations of State, which ſhall be our ſecond or Hiſtorical Tome, 
© containing the five laſt Books, And herefirſt we will ( by example of the beſt Anaromiſts ) propoſe 
EF 3 19. view the whale Body and Monarchy entire ( as far as conveniently we could compriſe 1t ) and 
> aſter will difſe&t and lay open the particular Members, Veines, and Joynts, (1 mean the ſhires, Ri- 
IX rers,Citics, and Towns) with ſuch things as ſhall occur moſt worthy our regard,and moſt behove- 
08-4 ful lor our ule. 
"F$ (2) Thelflandof Great Britain ( which with her adjoyning Iles is here firſt preſented) contain. 
bs # eihihe Kingdomes of England and Tcotland, and is of many accounted the greateſt Iſland in the 
"Þ-/ Worid, though Joſt Lypſim gives that praiſe to Czba in America, as the Oriental Navigators do 
'F1 anto Sumarra ( taken for Ptolomy's Taprobana) or to Madagaſcar, the Iſland of S. Laurence, bott-which 
£3 are near unto or under theEquinoQtial line z in which we will not contend: as pleaſing:our ſelves 
'F "oN with 
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" THE' GENER AL OF GREAT BRITATT. 
with her other praiſes greater than her Greatneſs : yet with this honobr alſo, that is was{ wit'10ut que. 
ftion) the greateF1fland of the Rontane World, and for any. thing yet certainly known, + all:the ret, 
Concerning whoſe poſiturein reſpect of Heaven, Lucretizs ( the firſt of the Latine Writers that names 
Britain) ſeemeth to place it in the ſame Parallel with Pontz#, where he ſaith : 

_ Nam quid Britannum celum differre putamws, 8c, ? -##:4 
What differs Britains Heaven from that of Nile ? 7.21 | 
Or Pont welkin, from Gades warmer Iles ? 158E 
In.-which, by a certain croſs 'compariſon, he. oppoſeth two like3 againſt two unlikes, Britain and 
Ponte againſt Faypt and Gades, But to ſeek into profound Antiquity, rather than preſent JE 
for matters in which Uſe makes perfeineſe, were to afſe the 'giving light by ſhadows, rather than 


by Sun-ſhine. i 
(3) Itis by experience found to lie included from the degree fiſtie, and tirFſcrupt of La- 
titude, and for longitude extended from the 13. degree, and 20. mingtes, unto tiF*22. and 50, mi- 
nutes, according to-the obſervation of Mercator, It hath Britain, Normandy, 4.4 other parts of 
France upon the South 3 the Lower Germany, Denmark, and Norway upon the Eaſ'” the Iſles of Ork. 
ney and the Deucaledonian Sea, upon the North ; the Hebrides upon the Weſt, at from it all other 
Iflands and llets, whichdo ſcatteredly inviron it, and ſhelter themſelves ( as it we. 2 ) under the ſha- 
dow of Great Albion ( another name of this famous Iſland ) are alſo accountedE tittaniſh, and ate 
therefore here deſcribed all together. 1 

(4) Britain thus ſeated in the Ocean hath her praiſes, not only in the preſents ſenſe, and uſe of 
her commodities, but alſo in thoſe honourableEulogies, which the learnedſi of Antiquaries hath col- 
le&ted out of the nobleſt Authors, that he ſcarce ſeemeth to have leſt any gleanings: neither will we 
tranſplant them out of his flouriſhing Gardens, but as neceſſity compels, (ith noting can be further 
or otherwiſe better ſaid, | A 3 F (5) That 


_ 
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(s) That Britain therefore is the Seas High Admiral , is famouſly known: and the Fortunate 
land ſuppoſed by ſome, as Robert of Amesbury doth ſhew : whoſeaire is more cemperate ( ſaith Cz- 
far) then France; whoſe ſoyl bringeth icrth all grainin abundance, faith Tacitw ; whoſe Seas pro- 
duce orient Pearl, faith Suetonic« 5 whoſe Fields are the ſeat of a Summer Queen, faith Orphews ; 
her wildeſt parts free from wild Beaſts, ſaith the ancient Panegyrick, and her chief City worthily 
ramed Argu/t2, as faith Ammianw : So as we may truly fay with the royal P/amiff, Our lines are 
falten in pleaſant places, yea, we have a fair inheritance. Which whatſoever by the goodneſs of God, 
and way 6 of man it is now, yet our Engliſh Poet hath truly deſcribed unto us the firſt face there- 
of, thus; 

The Land which warlik; Britains now poſſeſ7, 

And therein have their mighty Empires rais'd, 

In ancient times was ſavage Wilderneſs, 

Onpeopled, unmanur'd, unprov'd, unpras'd. 

CS) Andulbeit the Ocean doth at this preſent thruſt it ſelf between Dover and Calls, dividing 
thein with a deep and vaſt entrenchment z ſo that Britain thereby is of a 12ppoied Penife mage an 
I1:nd, yet divers have lifly held, that onee it was joyned by an ame of lang to the Continent of 
Galis. 1 0 which opini-n Spencer farther alluding, thus cloſeth his Stauza, 

Ne was it I/l ind then,ne was 't paiſd- 

Amid the Ocean waves, ne was it ſoueh: 

Of Mer-hants farre, for profics therein praſie, 

But was at d-ſolate, and of ſome thought , 
By Sea to have been from he Geltick Mainland braughy 


Which as a matter mcezly conjectural ( b.cauſe it is not plain that there were no Iſlands our _ 
| efore* 
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before Noohs floud )1 leave at large: =_ ſurely C ofall Poets the moſt learned )) when deſcribing 
the Shield which Yulcan forged (in Virgils brain) for Aineas, he calls, the Morini ( people about Cals ) 
the outmoſt men, doth onely mean that they were Weſtward, the furtheſt Inhabitants upon the Con- 


F 


tinent, ſignifying that Brzzain as being 'an Iſland, lay out of the world: but yet not out of the | 
knowledge of men, ſor the Commodities thereof invited the famous Greek Colonies of Mer- 
chants, which dwelt at Marfilia in France, to venture hither, as hath been well obſerved out of 
Strabo, IS: 

(7) And as Fulizs Ceſar was the firſt Romane whichever pave an atte! ppt to conquer it, ſo will 
we cloſe its praiſes with a late Epigram, concerning the outward face of thi Iſle, and the motive of 
Cefars cominge | : | | 


Albionis vertere froudoſo crine ſaperbay, . 
Arboreas frendes plurims ales habet, 
Grenineam Montes © fundunt paſeua pubem;. 
Et carpunt, circus I OVEs 3 
Sed Latii caruit potioribau Inſula dons, 
Pifori potior Gloria ni Latio, 


Albions high tops hey woody locks far ſhaw 
With Quiers of chanting hy or Woods reſounding, 


Her Dorons and Meadows clad in verdant hew, 
Meadows und Downs with F locks and Heards abounding, 
Latium had greater Wealth, yet Czſar thonght, 
To Britifh Glory, Latiums Wealth worth nowghr, Y 
A 4 ({$) The 
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(8) The diviſion of Britain concerning the government and Territories thereof, at ſuch time as 
Ceſar here arrived, cot. not ſufficiently appear, Ceſar himſelf makes ſo ſparing mention therein , 
that we have little cauſe|to believe Hors, where he makes Livie ſay, that after Ceſay had ſlain an 
huge multitude of Brirayes, he ſubdued the reſidue ofthe I/l:; but rather with exquiſite Horace, that he 
gig not at all touch thghizas the word ins2z« doth in him purport, 

(9) Kings they wete,and theretore that diviſion which was here in Czſors time, was into Kingdoms: 
the old names of whole Nations, as alſs the knowledge of their ſeveral abodes, hidden under the 
rubbiſh of ſo many ages, have of late with infinite labours and exquiſite judgement, been probably 
reſtored and abounded; yet that no mans expeCation and deſire be too much fruſtrated, reaſon 
os Eat we briefly ſet forth ſuch diviſions of the Land, as many repute not ancieat only, but au- 
tnent C8. 

(10) Our ſeeming ancient Hiſtorians begin it at Brute, who to every of his three ſons gave a part 
called preſently after their names; as Loegriato Locyine his eldeſt ſon; Cambria to Camber his ſecond 
ſon; and 41baniato Albamſt his third ſon ; And doubtleſs, if there had been more Nations of fame 
in this 1fhand, Brute ſhould have had more fons fathered on him 5; which conceit ſome aſcribe to 
Monmou h's holding that before him it was never ſo divided. 

(11) Prolomy naming Britain the Great and the Leſs, hath been by ſome miſtaken, as ſo dividing this 
Mand intotwo parts; But his proportion and diſtance from the Xquator, compared with his Geo- 
graphical deſcription will evince, that he calleth this our Iſland Great Britain, and Ireland Britain the 
Leſs. 

(12) Howheit ſome later do make indeed the South and more Champion to be called Great Britain, 
andthe North more Mountainous, Britain the leſs 5 whoſe Inhabitants anciently were diftinguiſh- 


«d into the Xiyjare , ang Caledonii, and now by the Scott ate into Heighlandmen, and Lawland- 
; men, 
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men. But that Northerne clime being more piercing for the Romane conſtitutions, and leſs profitable oy 
Foil oy ſet their bounds not far from Edendurgh, and altogether nepleQed the other parts more 
Northward. ; 

(13) This nearer part of Britain they then divided into two party for the more Southern tra&,toge- 
ther with Wales, Dro termeth the Higher, and that more Northward the Lowey, as by the ſeats of their 
Legions doth appears for the ſecond Legion Auguſta(which kept at Caerleon in South Wales ) ard the 
twentieth called Vifrix, ( which remained at Cheſter) he placeth in the Higher Britaine : but the fixt 
Legion ſirnamed alſo Piriz, refident' at Yorke, ſerved (as he writeth ) in the Lower Britaine 3 which 
diviſion, as ſeemeth, was made by Severw the Emperour, who having vanquiſhed Albinzs , General 
of the Britains, and reduced their State under his obedience, divided the government thereof into 
two Provinces, and placed two Prefeas over the ſame. | 

(14) Alter this again the Romanes did apportion Britain into three parts, whoſe limits our great An- 
tiquory affigneth by the ancient Archiepiſcopal Seats, prounding his conjeQture on the ſaying of Pope 
Luciz, who affirmeth that the Ecclefalical JuriſdiQions of the Chriſtians, accorded with the pre- 
cins ofthe Romane Magiſtrates, and that their Archbiſhops had their Sees in thoſe Cities wherein 
their Preſidents abode : ſo that the ancient Seats of the three Archbiſhops here, being London in the 
Eaſt, Caerleon in the Weſt, and Iork in the North; Londons Dioceſs ( as ſeemeth ) made Britaine prima, 
Caerlcon Britaine ſe-unda 3 and York, Maxima Ceſavienſs. 

(15) But inthe next age, when the power of their Preſidents began to ;row over great,they agarn 
divided Britgin into five parts, adding to the three former /alentia and Flavia Ceſcrienſis ; the firft of 
which two ſeemeth to have-been the Northerly part of Maxima Cz ſavienſis, recovered from the PiQs 
and Scots by Theodoſizs the General under Valence the Emperour, and in honour of him named Valen- 
tig:and Flavia may be conjeRured to receive the name from Flavizs the Emperour ({on of Theodoſizs) 
for that we read not of the name Britaine Flavia, before his time, (16) 


a 
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(15) So theſe five partitions had their limits aſſigned aſter this manner : Byitaine prima contained 
thoſe coaſts that lay betwixt Thameſir, the Severne, and the Britiſh Sea : Britaine ſecunda extended from 
Severne unto the IriſhSeas, containing the Countrey that we now call IWiles : Flavia Cz ſarienſis , was 
that which lay betwixt the Rivers Humber and Tyne: and Yalentia from the faid River, and Pifs w«l 
ceached unto the Rampire near Edenburgh in Scotland, the farth:ft part that the Romanes poll. fe] 
when this diviſion was in uſe. For the ſeveral people inhabiting all thoſe parts, with their ancient 
Nemes and Borders( whether deſigned by the Romanex,or the old Britaines)together with our modern 


* Names and Shires, anſwerable to cach of thein,we will refer you to the Tables thereof elſewhere. 


(17) This whole Province of Britaine, as in our Hiſtory ſhall appear, was highly eſteemed of the 
Empcrours themſelves, aſſuming as a glorious ſurname Britannica : coming thuther in perſon over 
thoſe dangerous and fcarce known Seas 3 here marrying, living, and dying; enafting here Laws for 
the waole Empire, and giving to thoſe Captains that ſerved here , many enſigns of great honour $ 
yea Claudizs gave Plantizs ( the fir Prefe& of that Province ) the right has as he accompanied 
him in his Triumph 3 and his own Triumph of Britaine was fet out with ſuch magnificence,that the 
Proyipces brought in golden Crowes of great weight, the Governours commanded to attend, and 
the very Captains permitted to be preſent at the ſaine: A Naval Coronet was fixed upon a pinnacle 
of his Palace, arches and Trophies were raiſed in Rome, and himſelfon his aged knees mounted the 
ftaires into the Capitol, ſupported by his two fons in Law : ſo great a joy conceived he in himſelt for 
the Conqueſt of ſome ſinall portion of Britaine. 

(18) Now the Romans found it,hel4 it,and leſt it, as times ripened and rottened their ſucceſ;, with 
the Nanes, t! e !nhabitants, Manners, and Reſiſters, 1 leave to be purſued in the tollowing Hiſtories : 
and will only now ſherw thee theſe three Kingdoms, that are ( in preſent) the chief Bodies of Grest 
Britains Mnarchy ; two of which (Scotland and lrelard ) (hall in their due places have their farther 
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CHAPTER 


Fez; H E Saxyr glory now near toexpire,by his appointment who holdeth both times and 
{fY = Kinpdomes 1n his all-ordering hand 3 their own ſwords being the Inſtruments, and the 
Ee: | Danes the mauls that beat their beautifull Diadem into pieces 3 the Normans a ſtirring 
Þ;5 I Nation,(neither expected,nor.much feared) under the leading of William their Duke, 
=== andencouragement of the Romen Biſhop (an uſual promoter here ot broken titles)made 
hither ſuddenly into England, whio in one only battel, with the title of his ſword and flaughter of He. 
rold, ſet the imperial Crown thereof upon his own head: which no ſooner was done, but the Engliſh 
went down, and the Normans lording it, became Owners sfthoſe Cities which them/elves never built, poſ- 

"Nd thoſe Vineyards which they never planted ; drank of thoſe Wells which they never had digged.; andinha- 


j 


f 
b:r2d thoſe Houſes, filled with _ which they never had !aboured: for they found it to be as the land 


whereupon the Loyd ſet hs eye, even from the beginning to the end of the year : not only drinking water of the 
yin of Heaven, but having alſo rivers of waters and fountains in her valleys, and without all ſcarcitie, 
whoſe ſlonzs are iron, and out of whoſe mountains # digged braſs. This made them more reſolute at firſt to 
ſertle theinſelves in this faireſt and fruitfulleſt part: of the Ifland z the conquerour uſing all policy , 
both Martial and Civil, to plant his poſterity foes for ever.. Holy he found the Land governed we 


{he-wed in the Heptarchy ; but his refileſs thoughts were not contented with conquering the Nation 
and their Land, unlefs he alſo overcame their very Cu/tones, Lawes, and Language. 

(2) Togching the diſtribution of the Kingdome, whereas other Kings before him made uſe of it, 
chiefly for the good of the people, and better miniſtring of Juſtice, he made uſe of it, to know the 
wealth of his SubjeAs,and toenrich his Coffers'; for he cauſed @ deſcription to be made of all my 
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horo much Lind every one of ba Barons poſſeſſed, hor many Knights fees, how many Plow+lands , how mary 
in vilanage, how many head of beaſts, yea, how much raady money every man, from the greateſt to the ls 7, 
did pyſſeſs, and what rents might be made of every mans poſſeſſion: the Book of which inquiſition ( yet 
inthe Exchequer } was called Doomeſday, for the generality of that! Judgement on #11 te Land ; 
Wh.creunto we may add his other diftribution of this Land: worſe tharany former) when thruſting 
the Engliſh-out of their pofſeſions, he diſtributed their ir heritances tos Soutdiers ; yet ſo, that all ſhould be hcl1 

of the King,.as of the only true Loyd axd p1fſe fſor. Wl 
C3.) For the Laws by which he meant to govern, ke held one excellent rule and purpoſe, which 
was, that a people ought 11 be ruled by Lawzs written and certain: for dtherwiſe new Judges would 
fill bring new Judgements :. and therefore he cauſed twelve ro be choſen out of every County, which 
Should on their oath, without inclinine one way or other, ncither adding nor detraling, ojen unto him ll their 
ancient Lowes and Cuſtomes. By whoſe relation underfianiding that three forts of Lawes former: 
ly were in the Land, Merchelenage, Wijt Sazorl:ige, Dane lage 3; he hac! preferred theſe laft, C himſelf 
26d people being anciently derived irom thoſe Nerthern people ) hi;d not all the Parons: bewy- 
ling to the King, how grievous it was ſor a Land to be judged by thoſe f.aws which they underflo-d nor, 
altered his reſoJute purpoſe: yetin bringing inthe ſlrange forms of 1/orm:n Proceſſe,and plenCing (11 
the French tongue which cominued till Eeward the thirds time) that grievance was but flenderiy 
prevented, So likewiſe did he much alter the od Counts of Juſtice, where theſe Larwes ſhould he 
miniſtred : but whereas the ancient Kings of England, according to Moſes his example , fate in perſun 
inthe ſeat of Juſtice, to right the greater affairs of their Subjects, 'as Iiliam Lambert ſheweth 1 1 
King Alfred, Edgar, Canutz&, &c, and proves out cf-the'Kings Oath: out of Er:don, Britain, Sax n 
L.2wes, &c. King William not only continued, this : but beſides ereCed ſome « ther Courts of Ju- 
Gice, as-the Exchequer, and certain Courts ang Seffions to be held foure times every year + ap. 
= Do. ntn My 
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WW pointing both Judges ( ſome to hear cauſes, others to whom appeals ſhould be made, but none from 
- _———_— them) and alſo PrefeQs to look to good orders. Thoſe laſt Polydor catteth Juſtices of Peace 3 but their in- 
: ©7Þ fitution ſeems to be far later: and noleſsis hiserrour on the otherſide, in ſaying the Conquerour 
firſt inflituted Sheriffs, and the trial by twelve men, which were both ancienter. 


(4) and becauſe the Conquerour, for honour of Biſhops, cauſed them to remove from ſimall 
obſcure places to Cities of more renown 3 we have therefore reſerved to this laſt place that diviſion 
of this Kingdome, whichis according to JuriſdifFion Epiſcopal. Formerly in the year of falyation, 
636. Honorius the firſt Archbiſhop of Canterbury, firft divided England into Pariſhes, which at this 


Biſhopricks. 
LAW YI 


q Canterbury, 
Recheſter, 


8: Lovdoy, 


day are contained under their ſeveral Dioceſans, and theſe again under their two Merropolitanes (Can- 
terbury and York ) in manner following. 


CANTERBURY. 
-—— _ 
_ ounties. -” Pariſhes. 


ws E— 


Kent, 257. 
3 ent Cx: oY, 


Eſſex, 
Middliſex. 6 
Hertford-ſhire part, 623. 


Lixcelne, 


A 
Counties. 


ooo—_—_— omm—m——y_—_ 


CRYAL) 
Biſhopricks. 


rm — 
f Lincol» ſhire, 

. Leiceſterſhire, 

p. Huntington, 
Bedford-ſhire, 
Buckingbam-ſhire, 
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T he Province of ULSTER. 


CHAPTER V. 


His Province,calied by our Welſh Britains #!tw, in Iriſh Cui Gully, in Latiae tUltonia, and 

#lidir, in Engliſh Hiſter ; on the North is divided by a nariow Sea from Sco/land ; South - 

ward it extends it ſclt ro Connagh and Leinſter, the Eaſt part lyeth upon the iriſh Sea; and 

the Welt parc is continually beaten with the boyſteious rage 'of the main Weſt Occan. 

This Province and furtheſt part of Ireland, affronterh the Scottift Iflands, which arc called the He- 

$r;dcs,and are ſcattered in the Seas berween both Kingdoms; whole luhabirants at this day is the irijb 
Scot,iaccefBour of the old Scythian. 

(2) Ih: ferwch. rc of is round, reaching in length from Co/dagh Haven in the North to K2/more 
in her South, near an hundred miles ; and in breadth from B/ach- Abbey in her. Eaſt, ro Catebereh point 
in her, Weſt, one hundred thirty and odd miles : The whole in circumferenct,abom tour hundred and 
twenty miles, | 

(3) This Country ſcldem feelerh any unſcalonable extremities, the quick and flexible Winds cool» 
ing, the hear of Summer, aud [oft and gentle Showers mollific the hardneſs of the Winter, Bricfly, 
th: frozen not torrid Zone have nor here any uſurpation ; the clouds in the air very ſweet and plca - 
ſarit, yea, and when they are moſt impure, are nor unwholſome, nor of long continuance, the rough 
winds hol ling them in continual: agitation, | h 

(4) Thiscequal remperature cauſcth the ground to bring forth great ſtore of ſeveral Trees, both fir 
for building, and bearing of fruit; plentiful of Graſs for the feeding of. Canchand is abundantly 
furn:ſhed with Horſes,Sheep,and Oxen ; the Rivers likewiſe pay double tribute, deep enough to carry 
Vellchs cicher for pleaſure or profiry and Filh great orc, both for their own uſcs, and commodity o! 

: ochere, 
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others. $a/m03 in ſome Rivers of rhis County abound more in number than in any River of Exrape. 
To ſpeak fin general) rhough in ſome placesit be ſomewhat barreaztroubled with Loughs,Lakes,and 
thick Woodsyer ic i8 every where freſh, and full of Cartel and Forrage, ready ar all rimes to anſwec 
the husbandmans pains. Pur Nature is there ſo lictle beho!ding to/Arr or Induſtry, har che various 
ſ2w upon Banks, the Shady Groves, the Green Meadows, hangin&Hills, and fields fir for Corn, (it 
they were manured)) do ſeem to be angry with their 1uhabicants tor ſuffcring all co grow wild and 
barbarous, through their own negligence. . 

(5) This Country in Ptolomies duics was wholly polſciled by th&oluntii, Darai, Robog1:i,and Er- 
dit, who branched and ſpread themſelves into the ſeveral parts of xhar lflind. 

( 5 ) The people of this Province were accuſtomed in controverſies and ſolemn proreſtarions to 
ſwear by S. Patricks Staffezwhich oath they feared more to break, than if they had ſworn by the holy 
Evangeliſt. Their ancient cuſtom in making their King was this : A! white Cow was taken, which rhe 
King muſt kill,and ſecth the ſame in water whole, chen muſt he bathe himſelf therein ſtark naked ; 
and fitting in the Caldron wherein it was ſod, accompanied with hispeople round abour him, he and 
they uſed to eat the flcſh and drink the broath whercin he ſate, withour cup, or diſh, or uſe of hand, 
How far theſe preſcriptions and cuſtomes were different fi om che'canformitics of other civil Monar- 
chics, we may well perceive by theſe and other like obſervations of tl. ofe groſs rimes : and as yerrhey 
are mor2 barbarous chan is any orher parr of the Iſland b:lides, |; 

(7) Hiſtorians relating of tre{and, tell of ſeveral 1flands in thi*/everal Provinces : ſome full of 
Angels, ſome full of Devils ; ſome for Male only,ſome for Female j ſome where none may live; ſome 
where none can dye ; and ſuch effeAs of trees, ſtones, and waters, tb:4 a man ( bi: of eahe conceir ) 
may well eſteem them as heedleſs as uncertain, So alſo S, Patrichs;Zurgatory f 2 thing of much note 
in the Tra of this Province ) is a vaulc or narrow cave in the grpnd, nea: a Lake ( called hg 
"Wa 3 L'ifer) 
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Liffer ) much ſpoken of, by reaſon of ( I wor nor what ) fearful walking ſpirits and dreadful appariti - 
ons, or rather ſome religious horror )which (as ſome ridiculouſly dream ) was digg'd by #1yſes when 
he went down to parley with thoſe in hell. This is the Cave which the Inhabirants in theſe aayes call 
Ellan x Frugado:y, that is, The Iſle of Purgatory,and S. Patricks Purgatory 3 for ſoms p:rions, le's de - 
vout than credulous,>firm that S.Patrich (or rather Patricizs Secundus, an holy Abbor of that name) 
labouring the converſion of rhe people of this Province, and mulch inforcing the life tro comegth.y re- 
plyed contempruouſly unto him, tharx unleſs they ſaw proofs of thoſe joyes and pains he preached, they 
would nor loſe the poſſeſſion of their preſent pleaſures, in hope or Ge of things to come, they wiſt 
gor when, Whereupon,( as they ſay ) he obrained at Gods hands by earneſt praycr,rhar the puniſh- 
mencs and corments which the godleſs are ro ſuffer after thjs life, might be rhere preſented to the eye, 
that ſo he might more exfily roor our the fins and Heatheniſh Errours, that ſtuck ſo faſt in the hearts 
of the 11zſh.Bur touching the credit hereof (although common fame, and ſome records do utter it) | 
neither will urge the beliefe, nor regard, ſecing it is no Article of our Creed. | 

_ (8) Matters memorable within this Province are theſe ; firſt, tharh; Biſhops of Ireland were 
went tv be conſecrated by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in regard of the Primacy which they had in 
this Conntry entill ſuch time as obs Papirio a Cardinal was (cnt thither from Pope Eugenius the 
fourth, to reform Ecclefiaſtical Diſcipline in this Iſland, which was then grown ſo looſe, char there 
were tranſlatiens,and pluralities of Biſhops, according to the will and pleaſure of the Merropoliran. 
Alſo thar the 1:iſh men were accuſtomed to leave in forſake rheir wedded wives at thcir own free- 


wills, whereof Lanfranckh Archbiſhop of Cante: bury complained unto Therdeluac a King of Ireland. 
And had not this Nation been corrupred with this vice, even unto theſe our dayes ; both the right of 
lineal ſucceſſion had been more certain among them,and the Gentry and Commonalty had not in fuch 
cruedties imb:ued themſelyes, with ſuch effuſion of their own kindreds bloud, abourtheir Toherir:nces 
and legitimarlon. : £5 =” : { 0)The 
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(9) The principal Town in this TraQt is A: magh, near unge the River K,/zn, which (albeit ic m1 
kerh a poor ſhew ) is rhe Archicpiſcopal See and Metropolitan '6£ the whole 11] :nd. Before Sainr Par 
frich had built there a fair City, tor fice, form, quantity, ang ,compals, modelled our (as he ſaith ) by 
the appointrient and direRion of Ange's, this plice was nan;ed D:umſatrich ; rhe 14h rel: much chat 
it reccived the name of Queen Armacha : bur the berrer op \ions are, that it is the ſame which Bede 
calleth Dearmach,and out of the Scottiſh and Iriſh Language *erprecerh ir, The Field cf Gaks. Here 
(a3 S,Bernard wrieeth) S.Patrich the Apoſtle of Ireland ruled) his life rime,and reſted after death : in 
honout of whom ir was of ſuch venerab'e eſtimation in old'r, je;rhar nor only Biſhops and Prieſts, buc 
Kings alſo and Princes were ( in general) fubjz& ro the Metwpolitan thereof in all obedience,and to 


his government alone. Among the Archbiſhops of this ſet S. Malachy is famouſ.d, who fic tt 


prohibited Priefts marriage in Ireland,and ( as S. Bernard ſaigſ@ewho wrote his life at large ) borrowed 
no more of the narive barbarouſnefs of char County, than S:a- fifnes do ſaltneſs of the Seas. Allo 
Richard Fitx:Ralph (commonly called Armachauys) is of famoys memory, who turned the edge of his 
tyle, about the year 1355. began to oppoſe his opinion againſt the order of Meadicant Fryersy as dee 
teſting in Chriſtians ſuch voluntary begging. The chief Ferrin this TraQ is Enzs Krlling,defendes by 
ihe Rebels in the year 1993.and won by Dowd a moſt valiant Caprain 2 near unto which is a grear 
downfall of. water, termed, The Salmon L-ap : of which thaets a common ſpeech currant among the 
Inhabitants, that ir was once ficm ground, very populous, and, 'vell hvsbanded with tillage; till it was 
:ddenly over flown with water, and turned into a Lak:, 57 + me filthy abeminable aCts of the pec« 
vc againfl Nature committed with Beaſts, +> 
(10) The places of Religion,{cqueſtred from other wo:ld}: fervices, and conſecrared to holy pur- 
voſes, eretcd in this Province, were ; The Abbey which ſheath it ſe!t as Pourral 2 The Monaſtery 
of -Peryo, where th; Iriſh Rebcl $11 © Neal receivg! ſucty%an overthrow { Dy Eaw ard Randolpi, 
| F reno nid 
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renowned for his ſcrvice in the behalf of his Country ) that he - could never after recover the loſs he 
fuſtainzd ar that time : The Monaſtery near unto the River Liffer : The famous Monaſtery art the 
Bay of Knocbfergus, of the ſame inſticurion, name and order, as was thar ancient Abbey in England, 
near unto Cheſter, called Banchor : Allo Mcllifoat Abbey, founded by Doaald a King of #riel, and 
much cemmended by S. Berzard : And laſtly, the moſt renowned Monaſtery, built at Armazh in the 
year of our Salyation 610, out of which very many Monaſtcries were afterwards propagared both in 
?ritain and Ireland. Thele places were far and near frequented and ſought unto by grear confluences 
of Pilgrims, Gill Time proved their devorions te be erronious,and the pure light of the word revealed, 
opening the eyes of theirunderſtanding, hath raughr them ro ſhake off the ſhame of ſuch Superſti. 
£10NS, 

(t 1) That the people of this County might be kepr within the bounds of their duty, this Province 
hath bcen ſecured wich fifty lx Caſtles and Forts; and for trade of commerce, nine Markert-Towns 
appointed, being divided inco theſe Counties enſuing : 


: Danghall, or & Nether Tyrone, C Monaghan. CE Downe. 
©00unties. Tyr-connel. ; Fermanagh. } Colrane, de Lrmagh 
YpperTyrone.X Cavan, Antrim. C Loxgh, 


EINTIS:; 


Þ N2/and, Scotland, and Ire- 


laud. I 
Enuland, 2 
Rent. 3 
Suſſex. 4 
SUTTLY. 5 
Southamptos. 6. 
The Ife of 38ht, 7 
Dorcaſhire. 8 
Pevonſhire. 9 
Cornwall. 0 
Sommerſeiſhire. I1 
Wiltfhire. Iz 
Bark ſhure. 13 
Middleſex. 14 
Eſſex County. 15 
Suffolbe, 16 
Norfolke. F7 
Cambridg ſhire, 18 
Hartfordſhire. 19 
Bedfordjbire. ZO 
Bychinghanſh re. 1 


Oxforafhire. 22 
Gloccſterſhire, 23 
Herefordſhire. 24 
| Worceſte:Jhire. ' a5 
Warwickſhire. 26. 
Ni thamptonſhice, 27 
Huntingtoaſhire, '28 
Kutlardſhire, $429 
Leiceſterſhie. 2.330 
Lincolnſhire. 3x 
Nottinghanſhice, 3 2 
Darbjſhire. To3 
Stafferaſhire. 34 
Shropſhire, 35 
Cheſter. Z6 
Lancaſhire, 337 
Yark (re, 3d 
The Biſhaprickh of D'1ham. 739 
Yfimoriand aud Cumberland 40 
No: thumverland, 41 
The Tfle of Man, "AL 
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Walcs. 4g - 
Pembrickiſhire. 45 
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Caermai dea deſcribed, a6 
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Moamoath{hire. 4 
Mo1n:90mtry, oc. A9 
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The South pai't of Scotland. 53 
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The Iſles of Htbrides, 57 
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I; clazd deſcribed, "os 
Mounſtcr. 60 
Leinſter. Ge 
Cont inght. 6% 
# iſter. 63 
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, (9) To ſpeak nothing of ikeſe twenty eight 'Flamins the Prieſts of 1dolatry, and' the three 
Arch-Elamins, whoſe'ſeats:were att.ondon, Gaerlion, and ores -all of them converted by King Lu- 
cixs into Chriftian Biſhops Sces : !et us only inſiftupon the three laſt, by the ſame Ring appointed to 
be Metropolitanes. over the reſt; among whom Loudon is ſaid to bech PA whoſe firſt Chriftian &4rch- 
'bithop was Thean, the builder 04 5 Peters Chureh in Cornbil for his. Cathedral , as by an ancient 
Table there hanging , was affirmed, and tradition -to this day dot} hold. Our Britiſh Hiftori- 

. ans do bring a ſuccedion of fifteen Arch-bithops, to have fate from hi time unto the coming of the 

. -Sagons; whole /laft was Vodizs, ſlain by 'Kin Vortigor , for .reprehet Jing his heatheniſh marriage 
\. witty Rowen, the Davghter of Hengi/t, At what time began the miſeryof the Land,>nd ofho'y Rei:- 
| B 2 NG gion, 
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gion, both which they laid waſte under their prophane feet: until Erhelbert of Kent, the firſt Chrifti- 
an Saxon King, advanced Chriſtianity, and Auguſtine to the Arch-biſhoprick of Canterbury, when 
London under Melitzs became ſubject to that See. 

C6) &t Caerlion upon Us in the time of great Arthur, ſate Dubritizs,a man excellently learned, 
znd of an holy converſation;he had fate Biſhop of Landaffe a long time, and with Geymanw and Lupxs, 
two French Biſhops, greatly impugned the Palagian Hereſie, inte&ting at that time the Ifland very 
far, whoſe fame and integrity were ſuch, that he was made Archbiſhop of all Wales 3 but grown 
very 01d, he reſigned the ſame unto Davia his Diſciple, a man of greater bieth, the greater auſtexi- 
ty of life, who by conſent of King 4:thur, removed his Archbiſhops See unto Menevia, a place ve- 
ry ſolitary and meet for meditation : the miracles of the man (* which are ſaid to be many ) changed 
both the name ofthe place into his own, and rubbed Caerlion of her Archiepiſcopal ſeat : This Sze 
of'S. Davids ( as in2n ancient Regiſter belonging to that Church is recorded _) had ſeven Bifhops 
Suffraganes ſubject unto it, which were Exceter, Bathe, Hereford, Landaffe, Bangor, S: Aſaph, and 
Fernes in Ireland: notwithſtanding, -cither for want of Pall, carried into Britany by &rchbiſhop 
Sampſon, in a dangerous infection of ſickneſs, either by poverty or negligence, it loſt that juriſdictt- 
on, and in the dayes of King Henry the firſt, became ſubzeR to the See of Canterbuyy, | 

(9) To:4 hath had better ſucceſs than either of the former,in retaining her original honour,though 
much impaired in her circuit, challenging to have been ſometime Metropolitane over all the Biſhops 
in Sco:land; andalhough it was mace equal in honour and power with Canterbury, by Pope Gregory, 
as Bedarelateth, and had twelve ſufiragan Biſhopricks that owed obedience, onely four now ac- 
knowledge Tork their Metropolitane, but Canterbury the Superiour: for Wiliam the Conquerour 
thinking it dangerous to have two in like authority, leſt the one ſhould ſet on his Crown, and the 0- 
ther ſixike it oF, left I 4 to be a Pcimate, but Canterbury only the Primate of all England, | 


(8) That 
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(8) That Lichfield was made an Archiepiſcopal See by Pope Hadrian the firſ}, at the ſuit of Offa" 
the great King of Mercia, is manifeſted by. Matthew of Weſtminſter,vnto whoſe; juriſdiftion were aſ” 
ſigned the Biſhopricks of Wincheſter, Hereford, Laiceiiers Signaceſter, Helmbam, and Dunwich, and 
whoſe firſt and laſt Archbiſhop was 4ldwin. That Wincheſter alſo had intended an Archiepiſcopal 
Pall, the ſame Author recordeth, when Henry Bloys, of the Bloud Royal, greatly contended with the 
Archbiſhop of Camerbury for ſuperiority, under the pretence of being Cardinal ge Jaterez to him an 
Archiepiſcopal Pall was ſent, with power and authority over ſeven Churches, but he dying before 
that the deſign was done , the-Ste of Wincheſter retained in ſubjeQtion. to Canterbury. And that 
( long before) the See of Dorechefter by Oxford ; had the Juriſdiion of an Arch'nſhop, is apparent 
by thoſe Provinces'that were-under his.Dioceſs, which were Wincheſter, Oxford Lincolne, Salichury, 
Briſtow, Wels, Lichfield, Cheſter, and Exceſter ; and the firſt Biſhop of this great Exrcuit, Derinw, was 
called the Apoſtle and'Biſhop of the Weſt Saxons: which in his next ſucceſſor was divided into two. 
parts, Wincheſter and Dorcheſter, and not long after into Lichf#ld, Sidnaceſter, anc, Legeciſter, and laſt- 
ly, the See removed from Dorcheſter to Lincoln, as now it is. And thus far for the diviſion of this 
Realm, bqth-Politickand-EcclefiaNtick, as it hath 60d arid Narids at this day, ' | 

. (9) But the whole.[flands diviſion by moſt cextain-Reeordiwas anciently n—_—_ Julius Agri. 
cola drew a trench or fortification upon that narrow ſpace of ground betwixt KFborough Frith, and 
Dunbretton Bay,. making the Southern part a Province unto the Romane Empire. Afterwards Hadrian 
the Emperour, ſecing perhaps the Province too ſpacious to be well governed without great expenſe, 
drew back thefe limits almof] fourſcore miles ſhorter, evento the mouth of the River Tyne, whence 
he fortified with a wall of admirable work unto Carlile, which food the Lands border, while it 

00d as a Romane Province : yet the conquering Saxons did ſpread again over thoſe bounds, and ( as 
ſcemeth) enlarged their government to that firſt Tra, as by this inſcription in a Stone Croſs Nand- 
Ng upon a Bridge over the water of Frith, appeareth, - B 3 _ 


— 


THE GENERAL OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


Tams free Mark » Paſſengery may ken, 
To Scots,to Britains, ond rs Engliſhmen, 


(10) But afterward William the Gonquerour, and MolcolmeRing of Seotland, falling to an agrees 
ment for their limits, arreared a Croſs upon Sranemorz, where en the one (ide the portraiture 
Armes of the King of England was ſculptured, and of the King of Score on the other ( a piece 
whereof is yet remaining there near to the Spittle ) thence call tha. Ke -Crofs, there ereted to 
be a Meare-ſlone to either Kingdome. His ſucceſſorsalſo aboliſhed che eto partitions in the Weſt, 
whereby the Wel/h became one Nation and Ringdome with the Engliſh, ft is: alſo ſaid: that Ring 
Stephen to purchaſe friendfhip with the Scorifly Nation , gave unto theis King the County of Cum- 
berland, who with it held both Weſtmorland and Northumberlands but as Newbrigenſis writeth , he 
reflored them to King Hemy the ſecond, wiſefy conſidering his grextpower and right to thoſe 


parts. | | " 
Cir) The lat known borders were ſrom the Sulway in the Welt bay, along the Cheviott hills, un- 
to the water of Tweed by Barwick in the Eaft; to maintain which, on each part matiy Laws have 


been made, and many inrodes, robberies, and ſewdes praQtiſedz alt which by the hand of God ts: 
cut off, and by the rightful ſucceſſion of King Jones our: Soveraigne, who hath broken down the . 


partition efthis great Iſland, and made the extreamepof two Kingdomes, the very mig of his great 
united Empire. | | , 


am 
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CHAPTER III. 


ENT, the firſt Province appearing in the South of this Kingdome, is bounded: upon the 
NSrth with the famous River Thamifis , on the Eaſt with the Germane Ocean : on the South 
with Suſe andthe narrow Seas : and upon the Weſl with Suſſes ant Surrey. The length 
. > thereof extended from Langley inthe Weſt, unto Ramſgate Eaftward in the Iſle of Thaner, 
15 about 53.Engliſh miles. | From Rother in the South, unto the Ifle of Gyaine. Notthward, the breadth 
15 not much above 26, and the whole circumference about 160. miles, 

(2) In forme it ſomewhat reſembleth the heat) of a Hammer or Battle-axe, and. licth corner-wiſe 
into the Scaz by Strabo, Ceſar, Diodors, and Prelomy, called Cantium, of Cant, or Canton, an Angle or 
Corner : either of Caine a Britiſh word, which ſignificth Buſhes or Woods, whereof that County in 
thoſe former times, was plentiſully ſtored, z ; 

(3) The aire, though not very clear, becauſe of the vapours ariſing from the Sea, and Rivers 
that environ the ſame, is bath wholefome and temperate, as ſcated neareſt tothe EquinoQial, and the 
furtheſt from the North Pole, not touched with cold as the other parts of the Lanire. 

(4) The ſoil towards the Eaſt is uneven, riſing into little hills,the Weſt more level and woody; 
in 2ll places ſruitful, and in plenty equals any other of the Realm, yea, and.in ſome things. hath the 
beſt eſteem 3 as in broad clothes, Fruits, and feeding for Cattel. Onely Mines ( except Iron ) are - 


wanting : all things elſe delivered with a prodigal heart andliberal hand. ' 


(5) >undry navigable Rivers are in Kent, whereof Medway, that divideth the ſhire in the midf, 
is chief; in whoſe boſame ſecurely rideth his Majeſties Navy Royal, the walls of ths Land, and ter- 


cours ofthe Sea ; beſides ten other ofname and account, that open with twenty Creeks and Ha- 
ens 


KENT. 


vens for Ships arrivage into this Land, four of them bearing the name of Cinque Ports, are places of 
great ſtrength and priviledges,which are Dover, Sandwich, Rumney, and Winchelſey : among which Do- 
ver with the Gaſtle is accounted by Matthery Pars the Monk, the lock and key to the whole Realm*of 
England; and by John Roſe and Lrdgate is faid to be built by 7ulizs Ceſar, fatal only for the death of 
King Stephen, and ſurrender of King Fohn therein happening. * 
(6). Aconceit is, that Goodwin Sands were ſunk for the ſins of himſelf and his ſons : Shelves 
indeed that dangerouſly lie. on the North-eaſt of this County, and are much feared of all Naviga- 
tors, Theſe formerly had been firme gyo”_ but by a ſudden inundation of the Sea were ſwallowed 
- UP, as at the ſame time a graat-patt of Flanders and the Low Countries were : and the like alo/at the 
ſame time befelin Scotland, as Hefor Boetizs their Hiſtoriographer writeth. A like accident hapned 
ia the year 1586; the fourth day of .Augaſtin this County, at Mottingham, a Town eight miles from 
London, fuddenly the ground began to ſink, and three great Elmes thereon growing, vere carried 
ſo deep into the bowels ofthe earth, that no part of them could any more be ſeen, the hole lef: 
in compaſs fourſcore yards about ,, and a line of fifty fathomes plummed into it doth find no bot- 
tome. | 
+ (C7) The Kentiſh people in Cſars time were accounted the civilleſt among the Britgines 3 and as 
yet eſteemthemſelves the freeſt Subjects of the Engliſh, not conquered, but compounded with by 
the Normans : and herein glory,that their King and Commons of all the Saxons were the f'xft Chriſtians, 
converted in Anno 596. yea, and long before that time alſo Kent received the faith : fc? it recorded 


; that Lucis the firſt Chriſtian Britiſh King in this 1fland, built a Church to the name's) I ſervice of 
| ' Chrift, within the Caſtle of Dover, endowing it with the Toll of the ſame Haven, 1 | 


e 


' (8) This County is enriched with two Cities and Biſhops See, ſtrengthened wiha 27. Caſlles, 
graced with 8. of his Majeſies moſt Princely Houſes , traded with 24, net ren ann 
: cautifie 


-—_ 
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deautified with many ſtately and gorgeous buildings. The chiefeſt City thereof, the Motropolitane 
and Arch: biſhops See, is Canterbury , built (as our Britiſh Hiſtorians report ) 900 years before the 
birth of Chriſt ; by Henry of Huntington, called Caier-Kent, whercin (as M, Lambard faith ) was ere- 
Red the firſt School of profeſſed Arts and Sciences, and the fame a pattern unto Sigibert King 
of the Eaſt Angles, for his foundation at Cambridge ; notwithſtanding by the computation of time , 
this Sigibert was ſlain by Penda, King of Mercia, thirty years before that Theodore the Grecian was Bi- 
ſhop of Canterbury , who is ſaid to be the ereQtor of that Academy, But certain it is, that 4uſtin the 
Monk had made this City famous before that time, by the converſion oftheſe Saxons unto Ehriſtiani- 
ty,and in building a moſt magnificent Church to Gods ſervice, wherein eight of their Kings have 
been interred, but all their Monuments ſince over- {hgdowed by the —_ of Beckets Tombe, that 
for glory, wealth, and ſuperſtitious worlhips, equalized the Pyramides of Egypt, or the Oracle of 
Delphos, yet now with Dagon is fallen before the Ar4 of God. 

This City hath been honoured with the preſence and Coronations of King Fehn and Queen 
Iſabel his wife, with the marriages of King Henry the third, and of King Edward the firſt, and with 
the interments of E2w.rd the Black Prince, King Henry the fourth, and of Queen Joan his wiſe : as Fe- 
4crſhan is with the burials of King Stephen,” and of Maud his Queen and wife. But as in glory, fo in 
adverſity hath this City borne a part , being divers times afflicted by the Danes, but mg eſpecially 


ir; the dayes of Ethelred, who in that revenge of their maſacre , made havock of all, and here- 
in flew forty three thouſand and two hundred perions, the tenth beſides reſerved to live. Afterward 
it recovered breath and beauty dy the liberality of Biſhop Lanford ; Charters and Priviledges by King 
Herry the third; Arength in Trench and Fortifications from King Richard the ſecond;and lafly, Walls 
for her defence by Simon Sudbwy Arch-biſhop of that See : whoſe Graduation is placed for Latitude 
51. 25, and paralleſized for Longitude 22, 8, her ſiſter Rocheſter differing not much in either degree. 
(9) Whicte 
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— KENT. 3 
(9) Which City (as Beda faith) was built by one Rof, Lord of the ſame, though ſome {,ribe the 


foundation of the Caſile to Julizs Ceſar, and hath been often ruinated' by the injuries of ar, both 
in the times when the Sazons ſtrove tor ſuperiority among themſelves, wherein this Cit was laid 
waſte, Anno 680. as alſo in the aſſaults of theix common enemy the Danes, who about. tht year 884. 
from France ſailed up the River Medwey,and' beſieged the fame; ſo that had not King ElFFd ſpeedi- 
ly come to the reſcue, it had been. overthrown by thoſe Pagans. And again in Anno 99gHthe Danes 
miſerably ſpoiled this Gity in the time of King Fthelred : neither hath it ood fate from ger ſince 
hve not defaced ſo much by war.) for twice hath it been ſore endamaged by cha/ te of fire: 
the firſt was inthe reign of King Henry the firſt, 4m1o 1130, himſelf being preſent with hoſt of his 
Nobility, for the conſecration of the Cathedral Chuch of S. Andrew. And again ali dſt wholly 
conſumed about the latter end of the Reign of King Henry the ſecond, Anno un Yet 5 erall theſe 
calamities, it recovered ſome ſirength again, by the bounty of King Hemy the third, bg, in build» 
ings, and in ditching her about for detence. | | 

(10) Givil broyls and difſentions hath this County been burdened with, and that npt only un« 
der the Sagons and Danes, whole defelations were many and grievous, but alſo by oy rebellions 
ſince the Xo1mans Conqueſt, both in thoſe infamous inſurre&tions, called The Barons Wars, in the 
reign of King Heny the Third, wherein much harm was done: as alſo under King Richard the 
Second, when Wor Tyler, Captain of a dreadſul commotion', aſſembled at Blark heath Miile- end, and 
1n London doing many outrages, where in Snithfi:ld he was laſtly firuck down by Witiam Wallroorth 
then Mayor ofthe Gity, and worthily ſlain ſor his notorious treaſons, 2gain, upan, Blackheath, 
Michael Joſeph; the Loxd Dawbeney with their Corniſh Rebels, were overthrown by Kipg Henry the 
Seventh, Anno 1497, oF WE 
(1 To 
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(11) Kent in the time of Fulizs Ceſar was governed by four ſeveral Kings. Under Vortigern the 
Britain, by a Lieutenant called Guorong, from whom the ſaid King gave it to Hengi/i the Saxon, in fa- 
vour of his Daughter Rowen , who ſecking to make himſeltabſolute King thereof, eight years aſter 
his firſt entrance, fought a vidtoriou: battcl againſt the Britzins near unto Crayford,. and thenceforth 


zccounted that Province kis own, Yet afterward Vortimer the valiant Britain, gave him batitel at 
Aylesford : in the which both Borſa and Catieern, brethren to both the Generals, were ſlain, and the 
Sazons driven into the Ile of Thanet,their firſt afſigned habitationgnot Caring to enter the Continent 
fo long as Vortimer lived. Catigern was. interred upon that plain, where to this day remaineth his 
Monument, being four tones pitched in manner of the Stonehenge, and is vulgarly called Citſcote- 
houſe. The like Monument was of Horſa at Hor/ted, which flormes and time have now devoured. 
Hengi/# made this Province a Kingdome for himſelt and ſucceſſors, which name and power it re» 
tainedthe ſpace ofthree hundred and twenty years, when Egbert King of the Weſ?-Saxzons ſubdued 
and joyred it to his own : in which ſubjeMon it ſtood until the time ot the Normans, Then it was gi- 
ven under the title of an Earldom by the Conquerour, unto Otho Bithop of Bayeuz his half bro» 
ther, whoſe ſucceſſors in that dignity were thoſe moſt honourable Families, whoſe Arms ane Names 
within this plot are blazed and expreſſed, It is divided principally into five Lathes, ſubdivided 
into 65, Hundreds, an them again: into 398, Pariſhes; and wherein had been ſeated twenty three 


Rebgious Houſes, 
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CHAPTER IV. 


UTH-S EX, a word compounded of the ſite thereof Southward, lieth firetched along the 
- ey Seas : The North confronts upon Surrey and Kent , and the Welt butteth upon Hamz- 

ire, 
f (2) For forme it lieth long and narrow, fo that all her Rapes do run quite through the 
Shire; and containeth from Weftharting in the Weſt, to Kent ditch, that divides it from Kent in the 
Exfll, ſixty four miles, but in the broadeſt part little above twenty, the whole circumference about 
one hundred fiity eight miles. 

(3) The Air is good, though ſomewhat clouded with miſts, which ariſe forth of her South bor- 
dering Sea, who is very prodigal unto her for F.th and Sea-fowle, though 2s ſparin ior Harbours 
orShips arrivage; any thoſe which ſhe hath, as uncertain ſor continuance, as dangerous for et 
trance, 

(4) Rich is the Sodl, and yieldeth great plenty of all things neceſſary, but very ill for travellers, 
eſpecially in the winter, the Land lying low,and the wayes very deep, whoſe middle tract is garni- 
fhed with Meadows, Paſtures, and Corn fields, the Sea-coaft with Hills, which are called the 
Downs , abundantly yielding both Grain and Graſs, and the North ſide over ſhadowed with plea- 
ſant Groves and thick Woods, where ſometimes Rood the famous wood Andradſwald, containing 
no leſs than an hundred and twenty miles in length, and thirty in breadth , taking the name of | 
Anderida a City a6joyning : both which were won from the Britaines by Ea the firſt Saxon King of | 
this Province, and the place made fatal to Sigebert King of the Weſt-Suzans, who being depoſed | 

irom | 


by 
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from his Royal Throne, was met in this Wood by a Swine-heard, and ſlain in revenge of his Lord, 
4 whom Sigebert had murdered. 
F (5) Theancient people in the Romans time were the Regni, of whom we have ſpoken, and who 
were ſubdued by Peſpaſran the Leader of the ſecond Legion under .Aulus Plautizs, Lieutenant in Bri- 
rdin for Cloudizs the Emperour. But aſter the departure of the Romans, this, with Surrey, was 
made the South-Sazons Kingdome : yet that giving place to the Weft-Saxons, as they in time to the 
— it became a Provinco under the Conquerours power, who gave to his ſollowers much Land 
in theſe parts. 

(6) The place of moſt account in this Shire is Chicheſter, by the Britains called Caercei, 2 City 
beautifull and large, and-very well walled about, firſt built by Ci/ſa the ſecond King of the South Sax- 
| ons, wherein his Royal Palace was kept. And when King Wiliam the Firſt had enated that Biſhops 
* Sees fhwuld be tranſlated out of ſmall Towns unto places of greater refort , the Refidence of the 
Bithop ( until till then held at Selſey ) was removed to this Gity , where Biſhop Raulfe began a moſt 
goodly Cgthedral Church: but before it was fully finiſhed, by a ſudden miſchance of fire was 
quite conſumed. Yet the fame Biſhop with the helping liberality of King Henry the Firſt, began 
it again,.and ſaw it wholly finiſhed 3 whoſe beauty and greatneſs her fatal enemy flill envying , a» 
gain caſt down in the dayes of King Richard the Firſt, and by her raging flames conſumed the 
buiidings both of it and ba Biſhops Palace adjoyning, which Seffrid the ſecond B:{hop of that 
Name re-edificd and built anew. And now to augment the honour of this place, the City hath 
born the Title of an Earldomez whereoſthey of Arundel were ſometimes ſo Fried. Whoſe Gra- 
duation for Latitude; is removed from s Zquator unto the degree filty five minutes ; and 
= Longitude, obſerving the ſame point in the Weſt, whence Meator hath meafurcd , are twenty 

earcen, . 
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C7) With whom for frequency, bigneſs, and building, the Town Lewas ſeemeth to contend, 
wheze King Athel/tane appointed the mintage oſhis Moneys, and William de Warron built a treng Ga- 
fiie, whercunto the diſloyal Barons of King Henry the Third in warlike manner reſorted, and fought 
a great Fattel againſt their own Soveraign and his ſon, wherein the King had his Horſe flain un- 
der him, Richard, King of the Romans ſurpriſed and taken ina Wind-mill, and Prince Edward deli. 
vered unto them upon unequal conditions of peace. But a greater Battel was tought at Bartle,when 
the hazard of England was tried in one dayes fight, and Hareld the King gave place to his Conguerour 
by loſing ofhis life , amorg ſixty ſeven thouſend, nine hundred ſeventy four Ergliſhnen beſides 3 
whoſe bloud ſoſpilt , gave name to the place, in French Sangue lac, And the ſoyle naturally after rain 
bscoming of areddiſh colour, cauſed Wiliam Newbery untruly to write, That if there fall any ſmall 


ſweet ſh-wers in the place where ſogreat a flaughter of the Engliſh-m:n was made, preſently ſwenteth forth 


very fr:ſh bloud out of the earth, as if the exidence thereof did plainly declare the woice of bloud there fhed, 
and cried jtll from the 2arth unto the Lord. | ; 

(8) But places of other ncte in this Shire are theſe :. from Baſham, Earle Harold taking the Sea'fe x 
his delight, in a ſmall Boat, was driven upon the Coaſt of Normandy, where by Duke Wiliom he was' 
retained, till he had ſworn to make him King aſter Edward Confefſors death 3 which oath' being bro- 
ken, the Baſtard arrived at Penſey , and with his ſword revenged that Perjury.” ' At Weſt:Wittering alſo 
Ela the Sazon before him had landed for the conqueringof thoſe parts,and gave name to the ſhore 
from Cimen his ſon- But with greater glory doth Gromebridge raiſe up her head, where Charles Duke 
of Orleance, father to Lewes the twelith, King of France, taken priſoner at Agincourt, was there a 
long tine detained I FF Pros 

( 9) The commodities of this Province are many and divers, both in Corn, Cartl:,Wood, Iron, rid 
Glaſs; which two liſt, as they bring great gain to their poſſeſſors, ſo do] they impoveri(h'? 


the 
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mm —y of Woods, whoſe want will be found in ages to come, if not at this preſent in ſore 
ort ret, ; 

(10) Great have been the devotions of religious Perſons in building and conſccrating many 
houſes unto the uſe and only ſervice of Chriſt ; whoſe Beadmen abuſing the intents of their Foun- 
ders, hath cauſed thoſe Foundations to lament their own ruines : for in the tempeſtuous time [of 
King Henry the Bight, eighteen of.them in this County were blown down, whoſe fruit fell into 
the Laps of ſome that never meant to reſtore them ag: in tothe like uſe. ; 

This County is principally divided into ſix Rapes, every of them containing a River, a Caſlle 
and Forreſt in themſelves, befides the ſeveral Hundreds whereuntothey are parted, that is, the Rape 
of Chicheſter into ſeven, of Arundel into five, of Bramber into ten, of Lewes into thirteen, of Paven- 


{ey into ſeventeen, and of Haſi;ngs into thirteen, in all filtie fix3 wherein are ſeated ten Caſtles, eigh- 


teen Market-Towns, and three hundred and twelve Pariſh-Churches, 
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og CHAPTER V. 


UAREY, by Beda called Sitbyi, lieth ſeparated upon the North fromthe Counties of Puc- 
&mgbam and Middleſen, by the great River Thami/is 5 upon the Eaſt Kent doth inbound.-it ; up- 
on the South is held in with Sufſes and Hamp.ſh:re; ang her Weſt part is bordered npon by 
Hamp- ſhire and Bark-ſhire. | | 
E 2) The forme thereof is ſomewhat ſquare , and lieth by North and by Eaſt, whereof Re- 
drith and Frenſham are the oppoſites, betwixt whom are extended thirty four miles. The broadef} 
part is from Awfol!d Southward, to Thamiſis by Stanes, and them aſunder twenty two: the whole in 
circumference 1s one hundred and twelve miles. | 
(3) The heavens breathing aire in this Shire is moſh ſweet and deleable , fo that for the fame 
cauſe' many Royal Palaces of our Princes are therein ſeated, and the Countrey better ſtored with 
gamethan with' grain , inſomuch that this County is by ſome men compared unto a home ſpun 
freeze: cloth, with a coſlly fair liſt , ſor that the out-verge doth exceed the middle it ſelf, And yet 
__ = enough both in Corn and Paſturage, eſpecially in Holme/dale, and towards the River of 
hamiſts, 
(4) In this ſhire the Regni (an ancient people mentioned by Prolomy ) were ſeated, whom he 


| brancheth further through Suſſex and'fome part of Hump-Jhire. 4a ndin the wane of the Romanes Go- 


vernment, when the Land was left to the will ot invaders, the South Sazons utider Ela here erected 
their Kingdome , which with the fiſt waz raſed, and ſooneſt found end, From them no Coubt the 
County was named Suth-rey as ſeated upon the South of the River ; and now by contraction is c:). 
led Surrey : EC | 5.And 
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5.) And alb*t the County is barren of Cities or Towng of great eſlate, yet 18 fhe ftored with 
many Princely Houſes, yea ard five of his Majeſties, ſo magnificently built, that of ſome ſhe may 
weil .v, no thire hathn ne ſuch, as is Nene ſuch indeed. And were not Richmond a fatal place of 
E-glands belt Princergiz might in efleem be ranked{with the richeſt: for therein died the great Con- 
guerour of France, King Eimard the Third, the beautiful Anne daughter to Charles the Fourth, Em- 
perour, and intirely beloved wiſe to King Richard the Second the moſt wiſe Prince King Henry the 
Seven h, and the rarett of her $<x, the Mirrour of Princes, Queen Elizabeth, the worlds love, and 
Subjees Joy | 

(5) At Merton likewiſe Renulph King of the Weſt-Sazns came to his untimely end: andat Lam. 
beth the hardy Canute, and latt of the Daniſh Kings, died among his Cups, But as theſe places; were 
C2121 tor the laſk breath of theſe i'rinces, ſo other in this County have been graced with the body 
and beginning of uther worthy Monarches: tor in Chenſ-y Abby King Henry the Sixth, who was 
Uepoled and made away in the Tower of London; was firſt interred without all funeral pompe, but 
far his holy life was imputed a Saint, and laſtly tranflated, and intombed at Winſor, At Kingſlons 
kewiſs Rood the Chair of Maj-ly, wherein 4thelſtan, Edwin, and Etheldred fate at their Coronati- 
vn, ard firſt received their Scepter of Imperial ppwer, Guildford I:Ke wile hath been far greater than 
nG47 It is. whe: the Palace of our Ergli(heSuxon Kings was therein ſet. And ſeeing it 1s the mid} 
{the Shire, the gracu tion from th-nce {hall be obſerved, where for Latirude the Pole is raiſed 


0m the degree 51. 22. ſcruples 3 and her Longitude from the Weſt in the degree 20,and 2, ſcru- 


pics. | | ; ; 
(7) Neither an we account 04am and Ripley, two ſmall Villages, the leaft- in this Shire, which 
have brought forth the will Known men, W lum de Okam, that deep Philoſopher, and admirable 
Sch olur, and Gerge de Riydey, the ring-leader of our Alchymiſts ang myſtical 1a-poſtors 3 both of 
them: 


= 


SURREY. | 


them born in this county , and yery near together. But why ſpeak 1 of theſe, {ith a place nearer 
to ſight and preater for fame, even Lambeth, is the High Seat of Eccleſiaſtical Government, Picty 
and Learning, and Palace of Conterburies Arch-biſhops, the Metropolinans of England, Firft exeQted 
by Archbiſhop Baldwin, and ever ſince hath been the reſiding of all thoſe worthy Prelates of our 
Church, who ina long ſucceſſion (even from 4nno 596. ) hive continued to him that now m: fi 
worthily fits at the Churches ſtern, Richard by Gods providence Lord Archbiſhop of that See, a 
moſt faithſul and prudent Councellour unto King James , and a moſt learned and provident Guide of 
our moi! flouriſhing Church : whoſe gracious favour undeſervedly conferred uponrme , hath been 
a great encouragement to theſe my poor endeavours. | | 

(8) Memorable places of Battles fought before the Conqueſt , were Wembledon, where C when 
the fulneſs of pro'perity burſt forth into Civil Dyſſentions among the Saxons ) a bloody Battle was 
fought betwixt Cheaulin the Weſt Saxon and young Ethelbert of Kent, wherein he wa: di comfited and 
two of his principal Leaders ſlain, about the year of Chriſt 560. and three hundred thirty three 
vears aſter, King Elfred with a ſmall power overcame the Danes with a great ſlaughter at Furnbam in 
this Gounty, which ſomewhat quelled the courage of his ſavageeneny. * Hh 

(9) Religious Houſes ered in this Shire by the devotion of Princes, anc' ſet apart from pub- 
lick uſes toGods Divine Service, and their own ſalvation, as then was taught.. the beſt in account, 
were Shene, Chertſey, Merton, Newarke, Rygars, Waverly, Horſleg; and in, Southwarke , Beymund- 
fey, and S. Meries. Theſe all flouriſhed with increaſe, till the ripeneſs of thei ſruit was {o pleaſing 
in ſght and taſte unto King Henry the Eight, that in beating the boughes he brake down body an4 ov. 
ruinating thoſe houſes, and ſeazing their rich poſſeſſions into nis own hands: £0 jealous is God ofhis 
honour 3 and ſo great vengeance followeth the in of lolatry, : | 
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(10) In this Shire have flood eight fair and Nrong Caſtles : ſuch wereWldingron, Darking , Star- 
. burgh, Rygate, Gilford, Farnham, Goſeford, and Brenchingley : but of greater State are Oking, Otlarids , 


None-ſuch and Richmond, his Ma jeſtics Royal Mannors, And for ſervice to;the Crown or GCommon- 
wealths imployments, this Counties diviſion is into thirteen Hundreds, wherein are ſeated cight 
Market-Towns, and one hundred and forty Pariſh-Churches. 4 | 


- 


HANT-SHIRE. 


CHAPTER VI. 


ANT-SHIRE, lying upon the Weſt of England, is bordered upon the North by Bark: 
ſhire gwpon the Eaſt with Surrey and Suſſex, upon th2 South with the Britiſh Seas, and T/e of 
Weht, an4 upon the Weſt with Dorſet and Wilt- ſhire, : 
(2) The I-ngth thereof from Blackwater in the North upon Surrey,unto Baſcomb in the 
South upon the Seca, extended in a right line, is fifty four Engliſh miles, and the breedth drawn 
from Petersfield in the Eaſt, unto Tidworth in the Weſt, and confines of Wilt-ſhire, is little leſs than 
thirty miles, the whote circumference about one hundred fifty and five miles, ; 

(3) The Aire is temperate, though ſomewhat thick by reaſon of the Seas, and the many Rivers 
that through the Shice do tall, whoſe plenty of Fiſh, and fruitful increaſe, do manifoldly redeem 
the harmes which they make. 

(4) The Soil is rich tor Corn and Cattel, pleaſant ior Paſturage, and as plenteous for Woods ; 
na word, in all Commodities either for Sea or Land, bleſſed and happy. 

(5) Bavens it hath, and thoſe Commodious both to let in, and to looſe out Ships of great bur: 
den in trade of Merchandiſe, or other imployments : whereof Portſmouth, Tichfield, Hamble , and 
South hampton are chief: beſides many other creeks that open their boſomes into thoſe Seas, and 
the Coaſt ſtrengthened with many ſtrong Caſtles, ſuch as Hurſt, Calſhor, South- hampton, S. Andrewes, 
Worth, Porchefter, and the South Calle; beſides other Bulwarks, or Block-houſes that ſecure the 
Coun ry :and further inthe Land,as Malwood, Wincheſter, and Odiam, ſo ſtrong, that in the time of 
King Fabn, thirteen Englyſh men only deſended the Fort for filteen dayes againſt Lewes of Franca, 
thit with a great Hoſt aſſaulted it moſt hotly, 

(6) An* 


nts 
- PE 
1 ork: 
247 W555 ts Pe 
-% $5 EY as L bg : W-- I EN 
Moe lg AGE ANTE BEI Saas . 5 


by 


HANT-SHIRE. 


(6) Anciently it was poſſeſt upon the North by the Segontians, who yielded themſelves to Fu- 
lis Czſar, and whoſe chiei Citie was /indontm, Caer Segonte, now Silceſter 3 and upor, the South by the 
Belge and Regni, who were ſubdued by Plaiſis and Veſpaſiin the Romans, where Titzs reſcuing his 
Father, ſtraitly beſiegec by the Britains, as Dio and Frrcatulzs do report, was graſped about with 
an Adder, but nohurt to his perſon, and therefore taken for a fign of good luck. Their chief 
Town was Rinrewood,as yet ſoundingthe name-: and more within [Land inhabited the Manures, as 
Bed calls them, whoſe Hundregs alſo to this day gave a reliſh of ther names. - 

- (7) Near Ringwood, and the place once YTENE, from God and peoples ſervice, to Feaſt and 
loxury, thirty:fix Pariſh Churches were. converted,and pulled down by the Conquerour, and thirty 
miles of circuit: enforreſted for his game of Hunting, wherein his ſons Richard and Ruſs , with 
Henry the ſecond ſon to Duke Robert, his firſt, felt by haſty death the hand of Juſtice and Revenge : 
for in the ſame Forreſt, Richard by blaſting of a peſtilent aire, Ruſu# by ſhot-taken for a Beaſt, and 
Henry as Abſalom hanged by a bongh, came to heir untimely ends, At ſo deara rate the pleaſures 
of Dogs, and harbour ſor beaſts were bought in the bloud of theſe Princes. 

(8) The.g-neral Commodities gotten+in this Shire, are Wocls, Cloaths, and Iron, whereof 
great ſtoreis therein wrought fromthe Mines, and thence tranſpc ted into all;parts ot this Realme, 
andtheir Cloaths and Karfics carried into many foreign Countries 'to that Countries great benefit, 
and Englands great praiſe. | FS Ve 

(92) The Trade thereof, with other proviſions for the whole, at.: vented through eighteen Mar- 
ket-Towns inthis Shire, whereof Wincheſter, the Britains Caer Cpent, the Romans Venta Belgarum, 
mchief, ancient enough by our. Britiſh Hiſtorians, as built by King,/ Budhudtbyas, nine hundred years 
beforethe.Nativity'of Chriſt 3 and famous inthe Romans times: {6 ; the weavings and embroderies 
therein wrought tothe peculiar uſes of theix Emperours own penis. In the Saxons time, after two 
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Calamities of conſuming fire, ther walls was raiſed, and the Citie made the Royal Seat of their 
WeſF-S:zons Kings, and the Metropolitan of theis Biſhops See, wherein Egbere and Elfred their 
moft famous Monarchs were crowned : and Henry the third, the: Normans longeſt Reigner, fir( 
took breath: And here King Zthel&ane exeted (ix Houſes for his Mint, But the Danifh deſolation 
over running all, this City ſelt their fury in the dayes ofKing Ethelbright, and in the Normans time , 
twice was defaced by the miſ-fortune of fire, which they again repaiged and graced with the truſl 
of keeping the publick Records ofthe Realme. In the civil wars of Maud and » this City 
was ſore ſacked, but again receiving breath, was by King Edward the third _— the place for 
Mart of Wool and Cloth. The Gathedral.Chvreh built by Kenwolf King of the Weſt-Samons , that 
had been Amphibatis, S. Peters, Sweathins, and now holy Trinitic, is the Sanftuary tot the aſhes of 
many Engliſh _ : for herein great Egbert anno 836. with his ſon King Ethelwolf, 857, Here Bl- 
fred Oxfords founder, g01 with his Queen Elfwith 904, Here the firſt Edmund before the Gonqueſ?, 
924. with his ſons Elfred and .E!ſmard, Here Edred, 055. and Edmy, 955. both Kings of England : 
Here Emme, 1052. with hee Daniſh Lord Canute, 1035. and his fon Hardicanute, 1042. here 
laflly, the Normans, Richard and Rufws, 1100. were interred $ their bones by Biſhop Foz were ga- 
gg ow = 990g in little giltcoffers fixed upon a wall in the Quire, where Qlill they remain carc- 
ully preferved. 

This Cities ſituation is fruitful and pleaſant, in a valley under hills, having her River on the Eaft 
aud Caflle on the Weſt, the circuit of whoſe walls are well near two Engliſh miles, containing one 
thouſand eight hundred and eighty paces 3through which openeth ſix gates for entrance, and there- 
in zre feven Churches for divine Sexvice, beſides the Minſter , and thoſe decayed ; fuch as Cellen- 
der, Ruel Chappell, S. Marics 4bbey', and the Friers without the Suburbs, and Sooke ; in the Eaff 
is S, Peters, and in the North Hydo Church and Monaſtery, whoſe ruincs cemaining , ſhew the beau- 
ty 


HANT-SHIRE.. 
ty that formerly it baxe, The Graduation of this City by the Mat ematicks, is placed for Latitude in 
the Degree 51, 10, minutes, and for Longitude 19, 3, minutes. 

(10) More South, is South-hampton, a Town populous, rict 'and beautiful, from whom the 
whole Shire deriveth her name, moſt Arongly walled about with | are one, containing in circuit 
one thouſand and two hundred paces, having ſeven Gates for enxrance, and twenty nine Towers 
for defence, two very ſtately Keys for Ships arrivage, and five fajxg Churches for Gods divine fer- 
vice, beſides an Haſpital, called Gads-houſe, wherein the unfortunate Richard, Earle of Cambridge, 
beheaded for treaſon, lieth interred. On the weſt of this Tow mounted a moſt beautitul Ca- 
(tle, in forme Gircular, and wall within wall, -the foundation upon a hill ſo. topped, that it cannot 
be aſcended but by Nairs, carryinga goodly proſpe& both by Land and Sea; and in the Eaſt with- 
out the bay vl ms Church fometimes ood, called S. Maries, which was pulled down , for 
that it gave the French dixeAtiqn of courſe, who with fire had greatly endangeret the Town : in- 
Qcad thereof , is newly erected aſmall and unfinifked Ch -.In this place, faith learned Camb- 
den, ſtood the ancient Clanſentium, or Fort ofthe Romanes, whoſe grcuit on that ſide extended it ſelf 
tothe Sea + this ſuffered many depredations by the Saxon Pirat ;}, and in 4nno 980. was by the 
Danes almoſt quite overthrown. In King Edward the Thirds time, it was fired by the French, under 
the Condu& of the King of Sicils fon, whom a Gountrey min encountred and truck down 
with his Club, He crying Rancon, that s Ranſome: but he neither- 3nderſtanding his language , nor 
the Law that Armes doth allow, laid on more ſoundly, faying, © know thee a Frankon, and therefore 
ſhalt thou die: and in Richard the Seconds time «der ſomewhat rej 40ved,and built in the place where 
now it ftandeth. In this Clauſentium, Canute to evitt his flatterers,made trial of his Deity,commanding 


the Seas to keep back from his ſeat : but being not obeyed, he Mknowledged God to be the one- 
ly ſupreme Go vernour, and in a religious Jevotion gave vp his Crown to the Rood at Wincheſter 
| I or- 
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More ancient was S:lcefter , built by Conſtantizs, great Conftantines ſon , whoſe Monument ( they 
fay ) was ſeenin that City , and where another Conſtantine put on the purple robe againſt Honorizs, 
as both Ninizs and Gervaſe of Canterbury do witneſs. Herein by our Hiſtorians record, the war- 
like Arthur was Crowned, Whoſe greatneſs ſor circuit contained no lefs than fourſcore Acres of 
ground, and the walls of great height , yet-ſNanding two miles in compaſs about; This City by 
the Daniſh Rovers ſuffered ſuch wrack, that her mounted tops were neyer ſince ſeen, and her 
= ( the walls )Jimmured to the middle of the earth, which the rubbiſh oſher own deſolations hath 
filled. 

(11) ChiefReligious houſes within this County erefted and again ſuppreſſed were theſe, = 
Church, Beaulieu, Whorrvall, Rumſey, Redbridge, Wincheſter, Hyde, South-hampton amd Tichfield. The ho- 
nour of this Shire is dignified with the high Titles of Marqueſs, and them Earles: of Wincheftsr and 
South-hampton ; whoſe Armes of Familes are as thou ſeeſt, and her diviſion into thirty ſeven Hun- 
dreds, and thoſe again intotwo hundred fiſty three Pariſhes, ij | | 
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CHAPTER VI 


T 1GHT 1ILAND wasintimes paſt named by the Romans, VeFa, Vets, and Vefeſir, 
by the Britaines Guyth , and in theſe dayes uſually called by us, The I/le of Wight, 


It belongeth to the County of South- hampton, and lieth out in length over againſt the 

midſt of it South- ward. It. is encompaſſed tound with the Britiſh Seas, and ſevered 

from the Maine-land, that it may ſeem to have been conjoyned to it, and thereof it 
1s thought the Britiſh name ( Guyth ) hath beet given unto it, which betokeneth* ſeparation, 
even as Sicily being broken off and cut from Italy, got the name from Secards ( which feniticth 
cutting. ) 

2) The ſorme of this Iſle is long, and at the midſt far more wide than at either end : from Bir. 
bridge Iſle in the Baſt, to Hurſt Caſtle inthe Welt, it ftretcheth out inlength 20. miles, and in breadth 
from Newport haven Northward, to Chols-bay South»ward 12, miles. The whole in circumference 
15 a:out ſixty m'es. 

(3) The air is commended both for health and delight, whereof the firft is witneſſed by the long 
continuance of the Inhabitants in the ſtate of their bodics before they be decayed, and the other 
tor quantity gives Place to no neighbouring Countrey. | 

(4) The ground \ to fay nothing of the Sea, which is exceeding full of fiſh ) conſiſteth of ſoile 
very fruitſulz yet the husbandmans labour deſerves to be thankfully remembred , by whoſe pains 
and induſiryit doth notonly. ſupply it (elf, but affords-Corn to he carried forth to others. The 
Land is plentifully. tored with Cattle: and Grain, and breeds every. where ſtore: of _ , 

ares, 
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WIGHT ILAND. 
Hares,Partridges and Pheſants, pleaſant for meadows, paſturage, and Parks 3 ſo that nothing is 
ing that may ſuffice man. The middle yeelds yg of paſturez and forrage for Sheep 
wooll the Clothiers efteem the beſt; next unto 

towards the North, it is all over garniſhed with Meadow; 


want- 
whoſe 


at of Lein/iey and Cotteſwold, If you caſt your eyes 
'* Paſtures, and Woods: If towards the 


South ſide, it lieth ( in a manner ) wholly bedecked with C& n fields encloſed, where at each end 
the Sea doth fo incroach it ſelf, that it maketh almoſt two* {lands beſides, namely, Freſhwater I/le, 


which looketh to the Weſt, and Binbridge Ile, anſwering it te_the Eaſt, 
(s) The Commodities of the whole chiefly conſiſt of Curl, 

it hath ſufficient z Woods are not here very plentiful z for t 

it were being tyed together in affinity _) they are alwayes ready and propenſe to add to each 

wants and deſeQs by a mutual ſupply. 


, Sea-fowle, Fiſh, and Corn , whereof 
it is only ſtored with one little For- 
reſts yet the Countrey of Hant-ſhire ſor vicinity of Site,is a friendly neighbour in that behalt 3 ſo (as + * 


dthers 


(6) The ancient Inhaditants of this Hland were the Bee, | ſpoken of in the ſeveral Provinces 


of Sommerſet-fhire, Wilt-ſhire, and HarsYhire, Such as did then poſſeſſe it were called Lords of the I/le of 
Wight , till it fell into the Kings hands, by Roger C Son to William Fits Osburne, ſlainin the war of 


Flanders ) that was driven into exile, And Henry the firſt King of England gave it unto Richard Ride 
vers, with the Fee or Inheritance of the Town of Chriſts- Church , where ( as inall other places ) he 


built certain Fortrecſſes. 


(7) The Principal Market-Town in the Iſle is Newport, called in times paſt Zedenaz and No- 
V7 Burgus de Meden; that is, The new Burghof Meden, whereot the whole Countrey is divided into 
Eaft- Mzden, and Weſt-Meden, A Town well ſeated, and much frequented ; unto whoſe Burgeſes 
his Majeſty hath lately granted the choice of a Major, who with: his brethren do govern accord- 


ingly. 1t is populous with Inhabitants, having an entrance into the Iſle from the Haven, 


and a 


paſſage . 
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paſſage for Veſſels of ſmall burden. unto the Key. Not far from it is the Cafiſe Carerbrook, whoſe 
tounder is ſaid to have been Whitgar the Sazon, and from him called White-Garesburgh : but now 
made ſhorter ſor eaſier pronunciation z the graduation whereof for Latitude is in the degree 50. 
35. minutes : and her Longitude in 19. 4. minutes, where formerly hath food a Priory, and at 
Quarre a Nunnery; a neceſſary neighbour to thoſe Penitentiaries. And yet in their merry moo 
the Inhabitants of this Iſland do boaſt, that they were happier than their neighbour CY 
for that they never had Monk that ever wore hood, Lawyer that cavelled , nor Foxes that were 
crafty. 

; 8) It is reported, that in the year of mans ſalvation, 1176. and twenty three of King Henyy 
the ſecond, that in this 10andit rained a ſhowre of bloud, which continued for the ſpace of 2. houres 
together, to the great wonder and amazement ol the people that beheld it with fear. 

Co) This Ifl- of Wighr is fortified both by &rt and Nature: for beſides the firength of Artifici- 
all Forts and Block houſes { wherewith it is. well furniſhed ) it wants not the aflitance of natural 
Fences, as being enriched with a continual ridge and range of crapgy Cliffes and Rockes, and 
Banks very dangerous for Saylers, as the Needles, ſo called by reaſon of their ſharpneſs : The 
Shingles, Mizon, Bram6les, &c. 

(to) Veſpaſian was the firſt that brought it to the ſudjeQtion of the Romanes, whileſt he ſerved 
as a private perſon under Claudizs Caſur. And Cerdic was the firſt Engliſh Sazſon that ſubdued it, who 


granting it unto Stuffe and Whitgar, they joyntly together flew ( almoſt _) all the Bririh Inhabi. - 


tants ( being but few of them, there remaining ) in the Town aforeſaid, called of his Name Whir- 
garesburgh, WolpherKing of the Mercians reduced this Iſland afterwards under his obedience, and 
at that time when he became Godfather to Ezelwalch King of the South»Saxons , and anſwered for 
him at his Baptiſme 3 he aſſigned it over unto him with the Province alſo of the Menuari, But when 

| Edeſe 
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Edelmwalch was ſlain, and Arvandss the petty King of the Iſland was Me away, Cedwal3 King ofthe 
le Maſſacre put to the ſword 


Weft-Sazons annexed it to his Dominion, and in a tragical and lamen 
(almoft) every mothers child of the in-born Inhabitants, 

The thing that is beſt worthy note and obſervation is this, That Biſhop Wi/frid was the firſt that 
infrutted the Inhabitants of this 1fland in Chriſtian Religion, and brought them from idolatrous 
Superſlition, with the which (unto that time) they were obſcurely blinded... 

For Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdi&tion, this Countrey belongeth to the'Biſhop of Wincheſter, and for Civil 
government to the:County of South-hampton. It is fortified with the firength of ſix Caſtles, traced 
with three Market-Towns, and hath 36, Pariſh-Churches planted in iv 
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DORCESTERSHIRE. 
CHAPTER VIII © 


ORGESTER, from her ancient people DUROTRIGE S, is:moſt likely to have received 
that name : By the Britains called DWRGWEIR, licth bofinded upon the North fide 
with Somerſet and Wit. ſhire , upon the Weſt with Devor-ſhirgand ſome part with Sommer. 
 fet 5; upon the Eaſt altogether with Hamp-ſhire : and her South part is wholly bounded with 
the Britiſh Seas, » : 24 
(2) The forme grows wider from the Weſt, and ſpreads her felf the brozdeft in the mid, 
where it extends to twenty four miles, but in length 1s no leſs than forty four: the whole in 
Circumſerence about, is one hundred and fifty miles. x 
(3) The aire is good, and of an healthful conflitution : the foyl is fat, affording many com- 
modities, and the Country moſt pleaſant in her ſituation : for the I}n-yand is watered with many 
ſweet and ireſh running Springs, which taxing paſſage thorow the plain, Vallies, do lafily in 2 Icv- 
ing manner unite themſelves together , and of their many branches make many big bodied 
fireams ; neither doth the Sea deny them entrance, but helpeth rather to f.7 up their Lanks, where- 
by Veſſels of Burthen diſcharge their cich Treaſures, and her ſelf with open hand diſtributeth her giits 
all along the *outh of the Shore. LS 
C4) Ancicntly it was poſſeſt by the Durotriger, whom Ptolomy placeth along in this Tra&t, win 
being ſubdued by the Romans, yielded them room, and unwilling ſubjzection. After them the S.x- 
ons ſet {o0t in theſe parts, whereof Portland ſeemeth from that Port to take name, who in this place | 


arrived in Amo 703, and did forely infeft and annoy all the South tra, And at Biror belore kim 
,D2 _ Kinegill us 
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Weſt. This is thought to have been a Summer-Camp or Station of the Romans, when their Garriſons 
kept the Frontiers «ft this Province. | ; 

The government of this City is yearly committed to two Beiliffs, ele&ed out of cight Magiſtrates 
or Aldermen, a Recorder, Town-Clerk, and two Sergeants attending them : whence the North-Pole 
isclevated 50. degrees 48. minutes in Latitude, and for longitude is removed from the firſt Weſt- 
point unto the Meridian of 18. degrees. 7 | EE. 

(6) Other places alſo are memorable through the ations egy FaPPening or antiquities 
there yet remaining : ſuchis Badbury, now nothing but a Trench and decayed Caſtle, hardly ſeen, 
though ſometimes it was the Court of the Weft-Sazons Kings, Such alſo is Gerne, where Auguſtins the 
Ergliſh apoflle brake down the Altars and ſdols of the Saxons God H ELL, whom they devoutly 
———_ as the only conſerver of their health. Shoftsbury alſo wherein one Aguila ( whether 
a Manor Eagle 1 know not ) by our Hiſtorians report, is faid to have prophelied the future times oi 
this our Empire, and that aſter the reigns of the Saxons and Normans it ſhould again return unto 
the government of the Priniſhivings But with ſuch vain predictions our Nation is more than once | 
taxed by Philip Cominews the famous French Writer, In this City Edward the ſon of great Edgar, and 
one and thirtieth Monarch of the Engliſh-men, was interred, being murdered at Corfe, a Caſtle ſeated. 
in the Ile of Purbeck, by his Step-mother Ael/rith, to make way ſor her fon to enjoy his Crown: in 
repentance whereof, 2nd to pacific Heaven for his bloud, ſhe built the Monaſteries of Ambresbury and 
Whorwel), in the County of Wilt-ſhire and '-outb-humpton. In the formero t which with great peniten. 
Cy ſhe ſpent the reſt ofher life. By hy : 

(7) As upon the like occaſion the Monaſtery of Middleton was laid in this Shire by King E- 
thelſfan to appeaſe the Ghoſt of Edwine his innocent brcther, and to expiate the ſin cf his own 
ſoul for the bloud of that juſi Prince, whem moſt unjuſlly he cauſed todie : znd with the — 
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votion, thought not to ſatisfie for the like bloudy ſins, did Queen Cuhburga fue a Divorce from 
her ſecond husband the Northumberlands King, and at Winburne built her a Nunnery, whereof her 
ſelf became 4bbefſe, where afterward was ratſed a moft ſtately Minfter, which added not only more 
glory to the place, but withall enlarged the name, and made it to be catled Windum- Minſter, c 
King Etheldred, a moſt vertuous Prince, after much diſquietneſs had with the Danes, in peace here 
reſteth, with his Tombe and Inſcription, asin his Hiſtory { Chriſt aſſiſting ) ſhall be further ſeen, 
Neither among theſe may I omit Sherburne, which in the year of grace, 704. was made a Biſhops 
See, in whoſe Cathedral Church was interred the bodies of Ethetbald and Ethelbert , brethren, both 
of them Monarchs of the Engliſh men: 

(8) Seven more beſides theie were ſet apart from worldly imployments, conſecrated onely to 
God and his fervice in this Service ; which were Cameſtern, Cranburn, Abbottesbury, Bindon, Sturmin/7er, 
Tarrant and Warbaom, Theſe with the others came to their full period under the hand of King Hemy 
the Eight, which lay with ſuch weight upon their fair buildings, that he cruſhed the Juyce there- 
of into his own Coflers. | 

(C9) Caſtles for deience in repair and decayed, were at Sherburne, Dorcheſter , Brankſey, Portland, 
Corſe, Newton, Woodford, and Wareham 3 fo that with theſe and others the County hath been irength- 
ned, with twelve Religious Houſes their poor relieved, with eighteen Market-Towns at this day | 
is traded, and principally into five diviſions parted, ſubdivided into thirty four Hundreds , and 
mem again into two hundred forty eight Rgriſhes, 
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CHAPTER IX. 


E VON-SHIRF, by the Corniſh Britains called Devinan; and by contraftion of the vul- 
gar Denjhire,is not derived from the Danes, as ſome would have it, but from the people 
Danmonii, the ſame we will ſpeak of in Cornwall , and whom Ptolony hath ſeated in theſe 
Weſtern Borders. , | | : 

(2) The Weſt of this County is bounded altogether by the River Tamar: the Eaſt is held 
in with the verge of Somerſer ſhirezand the North and South ſides are waſhed wholly with the Bri- 
tiſh and Severne Seas : betwixt whoſe ſhores from Cunſhere in the North unto Salcombe Haven en 
tering in at the South, are fiſty five miles : and from the Hartland Point Weſt, to Thoyncombe Eaſt, 
are fifty four : the whole in circumference about two hundred and two miles. 

(3) The air is (harpe, healthful and good: the Soil is hiſly, woody and fruitful, yet ſo as the 
hand ofthe Manurer muſt never be idle, nor the purſe of the Farmer never faſt ſhut, eſpecially of 
them that are far ſrom the Sea, whence they fetch a ſand with charge and much travel, which being 
ſpread upon the face ofthe earth, bettereth the leanneſs thereof for grain, and giveth life to the 
Glebe with great efficacy. | : 

( 4) as Cormwal,, fo this hath the fame commodities that ariſe from the Seas: and being more 1n- 
tanded hath moxe commodious Havens for Shippings entercourſe, among whom Totnes is famous for 
Brutes firſtentrance , if Geffry ſay true, or if Hzvillan the Poet took not a Poetical liberty , when 
ſpeaking of Brute, he wrote thus : 

The Gods did guide hs ſail and courſe: the winds were at command : 
4nd Totnes was the happy ſhoar where firſt he came on land. 
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But with more credit and lamentable event, the Danes at Teigne-mouth firft entred ſorthe invaſion- 
of this and, about the year of Chriſt 787. unto whom Brightrik King of the Weſt Saxons ſent the. 
Steward of his houſe to Low their intents, whom reſiſtantly they flew : yet were they forced back: 
to A by the Inhabitants, though longthey ſtayed not, but eagerly purſued their begun en-- 
terprites. 

With more happy ſucceſs hath Plimonth ſet forth the purchaſers of fame, and Nopped the entrance 
of Englands Invaders, as in the Reign of that eternized Queen, the mirrour of Princes , Elizabeth 
of everlaſting memory ; for ſrom this Port Sir Francs Drake, that potent man at Sea, ſetting forth 
Anne 1577 inthe ſpace of two years and ten moneths did compaſs the circle of the earth by Sea. 
And the Lord Charles Howard, Englands high Admiral, did not only from hence im; each the en- 
trance ofthe proud invincible Spaniſh Navy, intending invaſion and ſubverſion of State, but with 
his Bullets ſo ſigned their paſſage, that their ſides did well ſhew in whoſe hands they had been , as 
ſeals oſtheir own ſhame, and his high honour, 

(5) The Commodities of this Shire confi much in Wools and Clothings, where the beſ} and fi- 
neſt Kerſies are made inthe Land, .Corn is moſt plenteous in the fruitful Vallies, and Cattle ſpread- 
ing upon the topped Hills; Sea-Fiſh and Fowle exceedingly abundant. Veines of Leed, yea and 
ſome of Silver in this Shire are found : and the Load-ſlone ( not the leaſt{or uſe and efteem)trom the 
Rocks upon Dart-more hath been taken. Many freſh Springs bubble from the Hills in this Province, 
which with alonging deſire of Society ſearch out their paſſage, til! they meet and conjoyn in the 
Vallies, and-gathering ſtill trength with more branches, laſtly grow bod. ed able to bear Ships into 
the Land, and to lodge them of great burthen in theix Boſomes or F&Js : whereof Tamer, Tave, 
and Ex are the faireſt and moſt commodious. & 

(6) Upon which laſt the chief City and Shire Town of this County is ſeated, and oO 
\ ver 


perour, Iſca Danmonizrum3 and by the Welſh Pencaer. It is pleaſantly ſeated upon the gentle aſcent 
ofan hill, ſo ſtately for building, ſs rich wth Inhabitants, ſo frequent for commerce and concouyſe of ſtran- 
gers, that a man can defive nothing but there it a to be had, ſaith William of Molmerbury. The walls of this 
City firſt built by King Athel{ane, are in a manner circular or round, but towards the Ex rangeth 
almoſt in a treight line, having ſix Gates for enirance, and many Watch-Towers interpoſed bee 
twixt, whoſe compaſs containeth about fifteen hundred paces ; upon the Eaſt part of this City 
ftandeth a Caſtle of Rugemont , ſometimes the Palace of the Weſ?-S1zon Kings, and after them of the 
Farles of Cornwall, whoſe proſpe&t is pleaſant unto the Seca, and over againſt it a moſt magnificent 
Cathedral Church, founded by King .Athe!ſtane alſo, in the honour of S. Peter, and by Edward the 
Confe/Nr made the Biſhops 9ee, which he removed ſrom Cref&iton or ifirton in this County unto the 
City of FExceſter ( as faith the private Hiſtory of that place : ) whoſe dilapidations the reverend Fa- 
ther in God William now Biſhop of the Dioceſs, who with great coſt hath repaired 3 whom I may not 
name without a moſt thankful remembrance for the great benefits received by his careful providence 
toward me and mine- This City was ſo ſtrong,and fo well ſtored of Britaines, that they held ovt a» 

ainſt the Saxons for 465. years after their firſt entrance, and was not abſolutely won until Athel- 
Pans b=came Monarch of the whole, who then peopled it with his Sazons, and enriched the beau- 
ty thereof with many fair buildings; but it the times of the Daniſh defolation this Gity with the 
reſt, felt their deſtroying hands; tor in the year 875. it was by them ſore afflited, ipciled, and 
thaken, anJ that moft grieyouſly by Swane in the year of Chriſt Jefus 1003. who razed it down 
from Eaſt to Weſt, fo that ſcarcely had it gotten breath before William the baſtard of Normandy bes 
ſieged it, againſt whom the Citizens with great manhood ſerved, till a part of the wall fell down 
of it (cif, andthat by the hand of Gods providence, faith mine Author : ſince when it hath = 
tnree 
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River hath her name Exceſter: this City by Ptelomy is called Ita ; by the Ntinerayy of Antonius Em: , 
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three times beſieged, and with valiant reſiflance ever defended. The firſt was by Hugh Courtney, 
Earl of Devon-jhire, in the civil broiles betwixt Lancaſter and Tork: then by Perkin Warbeck, that 
counterfeited Richard Duke of Tork: and laſtly, by the Corniſh Rebels, wherein akhough the Citizens 
were grievoully pinched with ſcarcity, yet continued they their faithful allegiance unto King Ed- 
ward the ſixth ; and at this day flourifheth in tranquility and wezakh, being governed by a Major, 
twenty four Brethren, with a Recorder, Town-Clerk, and other Officers theix Attendants, This 
Cities graduation is fet in the degree of Latitude from the North Pole 50. and 44; ſcruples : and for 
Longitude from the Weſt,to the degree 16, and 25. ſcruples. Neither is JoſepF that excellent Poet, 
whoſe birth was in this City, the leaſt of her Ornaments, whoſe Writings bare ſo great credit, that 
they were divulged in the Germane Language under the name of Cornelics Nepos. 

The like credit got Crgditon in her birth chald Winifred the Apoſlle of the Haſſians, Thuringers, apd 
Frifians of Germany, which were converted by him unto the Goſpel and knowledge of Chriſt 5 

(7) Places memorable in this County remaining for ſigns of Battles, or other antiquities, are 
theſe : upon Exmore certain Monuments of Antick-work are creed, which are ſlones pitchec-an 
order, ſome triangle-wiſe, and ſome in round compaſs; theſe no doubt were trophies of victo ;cs 
there obtained, either by the Romans, Saxons, or Danes, and with Daniſh Letters one of them is. a- 
ſcribed, giving direQtionto ſuch as ſhould travel that way. Hubleſtowe likewiſe near unto. the 
mouth of Tawe, was the burial place of Haba the Dane, who with his Brother Hungar, had harried 
the Engliſh in divers parts of the Land: but laſily was there encountred with, and ſlain by this Shires 
Inhabitants, and under a keap of copped ſtones interred,and the Banner Reaſenthere and then taken, 
= _ ſo often been ſpread in the Danes quarrel, and wherein they repoſed no. {mall confidence for 

Uccey, . 
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{8) 4 double dignity remaineth in this County, where Princes of State have born the Ti- 
tles both of Devon-ſhire and Exceſter : of which Citie, there haye been entituled Dukes, the laſt of 
whom, namely, Henry Holland, Grand-child to John Hand, haif-brother to King Richard the fe- 
cond ; ſiding with Lancaſter againſt Edward the fourth, whoſe Siſter was his wite, was driven to ſuch 
miſery, as Philip Cominezs reporteth, that he was ſeen all torn and bare-footed to beg his living in 
the Low Countries : and laſtly, his body was caſt upon the ſhore of Kent ( as if he had periſhed by 
ſhip-wrack ) ſo uncertain is Fortune in her endowments, and the Nate of man, notwithſlanding his 
great birth. 
© 9) Religious Houſes in this Shire built in devotion, and for 1dolatry pulled down, were at 

eſter, Torbay, Tanton, Taveftokes, Kirton, Kontland, 4xmiſier, and Berftuble. 

(10) And the Counties diviſions are parted into thirty three Hundreds, wherein are ſeated. thirty . 
ſczen Market-Towns, and three hundred ninety four Pariſh-Churches. 
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CORN WAEE. 
CHAPTER X. 


 ORNWALL (as Matthew of Weſtminſter affirmeth) is ſo named partly from the form, and 

** partly from her people : for ſhooting it ſelfinto the Sea lice a Horne C which the Britaines 

calt Kerne _) and inhabited by them whom the Sxons named Walliaz of theſe two compound- 

ed words it became Cornwallia, Nct to trouble the Reader with the Fable of Corines cou- 

ſin to King Brute, who in ſree gifc received this County in reward of his proweſs, for 

wreſtling with the Giant Gogmagog, and breaking his neck from the Cliffe of Dover, as he of Mon- 
mouth hath fabuled. 

(2) Touching the temperature of this County , the aire thereof is cleanſed as with Belowes, by 
the Billowes that ever work from off her environing Seas, where-thorow it becometh pure and ſub. 
tile, andis made thereby very healthful, but withal ſo piercing and: ſharpe, that it is apter to pre- 
ſerve than to recover health. The Spring is not ſocarly as in more Eaſtern parts; yet the Summer 
with a temperate heat recompenceth his ſlow foſtering of the fruits with their moſt kindly ripen- 
ing. . The Avtumne bringeth a ſomewhat late Harveſt : and the Winter, by reaſon of the Seas warm 


breath, maketh the.cold milder than elſe- where. Notwithſtanding that Countrey is much ſubje& to = G 


tormy blaſts, whoſe violence hath freedome from the open waves, to beat upon the dwellers at 

Land, leaving many times their houſes uncovered, | 
(3) 1 he Soile for the moſt part is liſted up into many hills, parted aſunder with narrow and 
fort vallics, and a (hallew earth doth cover their out-ſide, which by a Sea weed called Orerpood, and 
accrtain kind of truitful Sea. ſand, they make ſo ranke and batiten, as is uncredible, But more are 
$—- ; | the 


CORNWALL. 
the riches thatout of thoſe hills are gotten from the Mines of Copper and Tinz. which Countrey was 
the firſt, and continueth the beſt Nored in that Merchandize, ofany in the world, Times the _ 
risn in Pliny reporteth, that the Britains fetched their Tina in Wicker boats, ſtitched about with Leather, 
And Diodorus Sicu!ws of 4uguſizs Ceſars time writeth, that the Britaines in ths part digged Tinn out of 
ſtony ground , which by Merchants was carried into Gallia, and thence to Narborne, as it were to a Mari, 
Which howſocyer the Engliſh Saxons negleRed, yet the Normans made great benefit thereof, eſpeci- 
ally Richard brother to King Henry the third, who way Earl of Cernwall, and by thoſe Tinm-works 
became exceedingly rich: for the incurſions of the Moores having Nopped up the Tinn Mines in 
Spain, and them in Germany not difcovexed before the year of Chriſt 1240. theſe in Cornwall ſupply- 
ed the want in all parts of the world; This Earl made certain Tinn-Laws which with liberties and 
priviledges were confirmed by Earl Edmund his ſon. And in the dayes of King Edward the third, 
the Common-weale of Tinn-works from one body was divided into four, atid a Lord Warden of the 
Stanniers appointed their Judge, - —_= 
(4) The Borders of this fhire on all parts but the Eaft, is bound in with the Sea: and had Tamer 
drawn his courſe but four miles further to the North, betwixt this County and Devonſhire, it might 
have been rather accounted an I/land, than Rood with the Mayne. Her length is from Launſton to the 
 Lands-end, containing by meaſure 60, miles : and the broadeſt part, lretching along by the Tamer, is 
fully ſorty, lefſening thence fill leſſer like a horn, | Wo 
(5) The ancient Inhabitants knewn to the Rymans, were the Danmonii,. that ſpread themſelves 
ſurther into Devonſhjrealſo, by the regort of Diadora Siculws, a moſt courteow and civil people: and by 
Michael their Poet extoled for valour andfirength of limbs : nor therein doth he take the liberty that 
Poets are allowed, to add to the ſubject whereof they write, but truly xeporteth what we ſce by 
them performed, who in aQtivity ſurmount many other people, Foo 
| | Ty 
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When the Heathen Saxons had ſeated themſelves in the beſt of this Land, and forced the Chr:i/Ziar: 
Britaines into theſe rocky parts,then did Cornwal abound in Saints, unto whoſe honour moſt of the 
Churches w:re ereCed, by whoſe names they are yet known and called. To ſpeak nothing ofV:ſulz 
that Counties Dukes davghter, with her company of canonized Virgin« Saints, that are now reputed 
but to trouble the Calender, Theſe Britaines in Cornwall ſo fenced the Countrey, and defended them. 
ſclves, that to the reign of A4thel/Iane they held out againſt the Saxons, who ſubduing thole 
W-/tern Parts, made Tamer the Bounder betwixt them and his Engliſh, whoſe laſt Earl of the Britiſh 
Eloud was called Candorws. | 

CS) But William the Baſtard created Robert ( his half-brother by Herlotra their mother ) the firſt 
Farl of the Normans race : and Edward the BLe& Prince, the ninth irom him, was by his Father King 
Eiward the third inveſted the firſt Dube of Cornwall, which Title ever (ince hath continued in the 


.Crown. 


(7) The commodities of this Shire, miniflred both by Sea and Soile, are many and great; for 
befides the abundance of Fj/h, that Co ſuffice the Inhabitants, the Pilchard is taken, who in great 
shuls ſwarmabout the Coaſt, whence being tranſported to France, Spain, and Italy, yield a yearly 
revenue of gain unto Cornwell : whercin alſo Copper and Tinn ſo plentifully grow in the utmoſt 
part of this Promont»ry , that ata low waterthe yeines thereof lie bare, and are ſeen : and what gain 
that commodity begets, is vulgarly known, Neither are theſe Rocks deſtitute of Gold nor Silver, 
yea and Piamonds ſhaped and pouited Angle-wiſe, and ſmoothed by Nate her ſelf, whereof ſome 
are as big as Wallnut:, infcriour to the Orient only in blackneſs and hardneſs. 

Many are the Forts, Bayes, and Havens that open into this Shire, both ſafe for arrivage, and com. 
niodious tranſport 3 whereof E:Imouthis ſo copious, that an hundred Ships may therein ride at An- 
chor apart by theinſelves, ſo that from the tops of their higheſt Maſts, they ſhall not (ee each other, 
«ndlic moſt afcly under thr winds, (8) This 
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(8 ) This Cowny is frultful in Corn, Cattle, Sea-fiſh, and Fowl: all which, with other proviſi-n 
for pleaſures and life, are traded thorow twenty two Market-Torns in this Shire, whereof Launſton 
and Bodmanare the beſt ; from which laſt, being the middle of the Shire, the Pole ts elevated to the 
degree of Latitude 50. 35. minutes, and for Longitude from the figt Welt-point, 15. 13. minutes , as 
Mercator hath meaſured them. | 

(9 ) Memorable matters both for antiquity and firangeneſs of fight, are theſez At Boshenna 
upon the South weſt of her Promontory, isa trophy creed, which are eighteen Stones placed round 
in compaſs, and pitched twelve foot each from others, with anothes far bigger in the. very center: 
Theſe do ſhew ſome viCtory there attained, either by the Roman, or elſe King 4thelſtan. At the 
foot of the Rock near unto. Michaels Mount, in the memory of our Fathers, were digged up Spear- 
he:ds, Azes, and Swords of Broſs, wrapped in linnen, the weapons that the Cimbrians and ancient 
Britains anciently uſed, . 

At Camelford likewiſe pieces of Armaurs both for horſe and man, are many times found in digging 
of the ground, imputed to the fignes of that fight wherein Maxdred was flain, and wherein great 
Artbur received his deaths wound. And at Caſtle Dennys are the Trenches wherein the Danes lodged 
when they firſt minded to ſubdue the Land, In the Pariſh S, Clare, two ſtones are pitched, one of 
them infcribed with aflrange CharaQter, and the other called the other halſ-ſtone., The Hzrlers allo, 
fabuled to be men metamorphoſed into ſtones 3 but in truth ſhew a note of ſome viftory, or elſe 
are ſo ſet for Land-markes Bounders. There alſo the Wring-Ckeeſe doth ſhew it ſelf, which are 
huge Rocks heaped one upon another, and the loweſt of them the leaſt, faſkioned like a Cheeſe, ly- 
ng preſſed under the reſt of thoſe Hills, which ſeemeth very dangerous to be paſſed ur:der. But near 
to Penſans, and unto Mounts bay, a lax more ſtrange Rock Nandeth, namely, Main- 4mber , wy 
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ſyeth mounted upon others of meaner ſize, with ſoequal a counterpoize, that a man may move it 
with the puſh of his finger, but no ſtrength remove it out of its x lace. 

_ _ (60) Religious houſes built, and ſuppreſſed within the limits oi Cornwal,, the faireſt and greateſ} 
for account, were Launſton, S. Neotes, $; Buriens, S- Michaels Mount , and S. Germains, a Biſhops 
we : ſo was Fedman alſo, from whence King Edward the. Confer removed it unto the City of Bx- 

Eeltcr. 

of: ) The diviſion of this Shire is into nine Hundreds, wherein are ſeated. twenty two Marker- 

Tewrs, and 161, Pariſh-Churches, 
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SOMMERSET-SHIRE. 


CHAPTER Xl. 


FAY OMMERSET-SHIRE is both a rich and ſpacious Countrey, having the Severne Sea 
a, bcating upon it on the North fide, the South part borgering upon Devon and Dorſet ſhires, the 
Weſt confined with Devon-ſhirs, and the Eaf} and North-Eaſt upon Wileſbire, and Glouceftere 
ſhire. It took the name of Sommerton (ſometime the chief Town of this Shire ') whence 
in the Ancient Hiſtorian Aſeris, this County is called Sommertunenſis, that is, Sommertun- 


(hive, 

_, The forme thereof is large, bearing it ſelf ſtill wider as it ftretcheth into the middle part 
thereof, and contains in length from Brackley near unto Frome Selwood Eaſtward, to Oure in the 
"Weſt, Miles 55. 1n breadth from Porfhut Point in the North, to Ghard Southward, is ſomewhat above 
forty miles. . The whole circumference is about 204. miles, 

(3) The air is milde and pleaſing, and for the moſt part ſubje&t to ſuch temperate diſpoſitions as 
the Sommer-ſeaſon affordeth, whence ſome have erronioufly conceited, that the Region borrow- 
ed her name from the nature of her Clime : yet how delightful ſoeverit is in the time of Sommer , 
with change of the ſeaſon it may wet change her pleaſingname , and borrow ſome Winterly deno- 
«mination 3 ſo ſull of wet, ſo miry and mooriſh it is 3 in ſo much as the Inhabitants can hardly travel 
t0.and ſro without their encumbrance, | 

C 4) Howbeit they paſs over this with all patienee ,, knowing their enſuing ſcafonable profits 
far toexceed any preſent detriments and difpleaſures : for as it is fowl, ſo it is fruitful, which 
makes them comfort themſelves with this Peoverb, "that What 4 worſt for tho Rider, s beſt for the 
«Abider; the Soyle and Glebe thereof being very fertile, and every ſide garniſhed with Paſtures and 
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delightful Meadows, and beautified with Mannor houſes both many and faire 3 and (in a-word) 


hath every thing in it to content the purſe, the heart, the eye, at home: and ſufficient Ports to give 
entertainment to commodities from abroad. | 

(5) The ancient Inhabitants that poſſeſſed this Province were the Belge, who ſpread themſelves 
far and wide, as well here as in Wiltſhire, and the inner parts of Hantſhire, who being branched 
irom the Germans, conferred the names of thoſe places frem whence they came, upon theſe their 
ſeats where they relided. | h | 

(6) The general profits of this Province are Cornand Cattle, whexewith it is ſo plentifully fo- 
red, as it may challenge any neighbouring County for the quantity to make ſhew of Cattle ſo fat, or 
Grainſorich. Some places are peculiarly enriched by Lead-mines,.as Mindiphils,(perchance fo 
called of the deep Mines ) by Leiland aptly tearmed Minerarii, Mineral hills, which yield plenty. of 
Lead, the moft Merchantable Commodity that is in England, and vented into all parts of the world. 
Some are beautified with Diamonds, as S. VincemRock, whereol there is great plenty, and ſo bright 
of colour, as they might equalize Indian Diamones, it they had their hardneſs: yet being ſo many, 
and ſo common, they are lefs ſought after or commended. | 

( 7) This Country is ſamouſed by three Cities, Bath, WeYs, and Briſtow. The firſt tales name 
of the hot Bathes, which Antonine called Aqua Sol#, The waters of the Sun ; Stephanw, Badizaz we 


at this. day Bathe, and the Latinifls Bathonia : a place of continual concourſe ſor perſons of all de- 
grees, and almoſ} of all diſeaſes, { whence it was ſometimes called 4kempnceſter) who by divine pro- 
vidence do very often find relicf there, the Springs thereof by reaſon of their Mineral and ſul- 
phurous paſſage, being of ſuch exceeding power and medicinable hex, as that they cure and con- 
quer the rebellious Aubbornneſs of corrupt humours,in reſpe& of which admirable vertues, ſome 
kave fabled, that they were firſt conveyed by Megick Art, Tateſtifie the Antiquity of this place, 
man 
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many images and Romane Infcriptions are foundin the walls , which can now be hardly read, they 
are fo worn and eaten into by age. Wels(as Leiland reporteth ) was ſometimes called TheodorodunumMy 
but from whence it had that denomination he makes no mention : the name it now beareth is taken 
(as ſome think _) from the River there, which King Kinzwulph in his Charter Anno 766. calletht 
Welrpe, or ( as others_) from the Wells or Springs which there break forth, and whereupon that Sec 
(under whoſe Juriſdidtion is alſo the City of Bath ) hath been anciently called Fontanenſis Eccleſia, 
the Fountain Church : where the Cathedral built by King Inas to the memory of S. Andrew, is very 
beautiful and richly endowed. The Gitie is likewiſe well repleniſhed both with Inhabitants and 
ſeemly buildings. Whoſe government is managed by a Mayor yearly eleed, a Recorder, and 
ſeven Maſters, having the aſfitance of ſixteen Burgeſſes, a Town-Clerk, and two Serjeants at 
Macc. Whoſe Latitude is 51. 20. minutes, and Longitude 17, 31. minutes. Briſtow is not ſo anci- 
ent, aSit is fair and well ſeated : The beauty of it being ſuch, as tor the bigneſs thereof, it ſcarce 
gives place to any City of England, and doth worthily deſerve the Saxon name Bright-ſtad : whoſe 
pleaſantneſs is the more, by reaſon that the River Avon ſcowres through the midſt of it, which to- 
gether with the benefit of Sewers under all the fixects, clears the City of all noyſome filth and un- 
cleanneſ;. It is not wholly ſeated in this County of Sommerſet, but one patt thereof in Glouceſier- 
' fb're; butbecauſe it is an entire County of it ſell, it denies ſubjeon unto either, having for its 
own government botha Biſhop, witha well furniſhed Colledge, and a Mayor, with a competent 
aſiltance of aldermen, and other Officers for civil affairs, 

(8) This Province hath been the Theater of many Tragical events and bloudy Battels : the 
Danes 0% grievouſly affliet Porlock, by cruel Piracies, in the year eight hundr2d eighty fix, Yet 
neer unto Pen a little Viilage neighbouring upon North Cadbury, Edmund, firnamed tron-ſide, gave 
them a notable foyle, as he was purſuing Canutzs from place to place, for ufurping the _ * 
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England, And Reniwalch (a Weſt Sazon) in the fame place had ſuch a day. againſt the Britginzs, that 
they cver after ſtood in awe of the Engliſh-Sozons proweſs. Marianas relateth that not far from | 
Bridge-mater, as the Danes were firagling abroad, Polſ?ane Biſhop of. ©herbourne did fo foyle their 
Forces in the year 845. as their minds were much diſcomfited, and. th ir powers utterly diſabled. 
Ninizs alſo writeth that King 4rthur did ſo deſeat the Englifh-Saxons in a jattel at Cadbury, that it de- 
ſerved: to be made perpetuouſly memorable... Neither.is Mons Badonifa (now Banneſdown) lefs fa- 
mous'for Arthuys-yiftories. And King Elfred in another battel not far from hence gave the Danes ſuch 
an overthrow, as he forced them to ſubmiſſion, and induced'Godra their King to become. a Chri- 
(tian, himſelf being Godfather to-him at the Font, Sohappy-is this Regian, and ſo beholding to 
Nature and Art for her ſtrengths and fortifications, as ſhe hath alwayes been able to defend her ſclf, 
and offend her enemies. 3 & 
(9) Neither hath it been leſs. honoured with. beauteous, houſes confecrated-to Religion : fuch 
wasthatof Bl:ck Chanons at Bayelinch in the firſt limit! of his Shire Weſtward : and King Athel/ten 
built a Monaſtery in an Mand'calted Mchelney (that is to fay ) the great Iſlind, which is between 
the Rivers Jaz! and: Pedr:d,running together, where the deficed walls and ruins thereof are yet to 
be ſeen. King Henry the third alſo ere&ted a Nunnery at Witham, which was afterwards the firſt houfe 
of the Carthuſiins Monks in England , as Hinton not far off was the ſecond. But above all other for 
antiquity,glory.and beauty was the Abby of Gluſtenbury, whoſe beginning is fetcht even from Jo- 
ſeph of 4rimathea, which Davi Biſhop of S. Davids repaired, being faflen to ruige, and ming Ins 
laſtly builded afair and ſlately Church in this Monaſtery , though it be now made even wit the 
ground, the ruins only ſhewing how great and magnificent a Seat it hath anciently been ; which ſe- 
veral houſes were thus beautified by bounteous Princes, for Religious purpoſes, and to retire the 


mind from worldly ſervices,though blinded times and guides diverted themto ſuperſlitious and lewd 
abuſes, Ss (10) Other 
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{t0) Other memorable places are theſe: Camalet a very ſleep hill hard to be aſcended, which ap- 
ears to have been a work of the Romans by divers Coynes _ up there, on the rop whereof are 
cen the lineaments ofa large and ancient Caſtle, which the Inhabitants report to have been the Pa- 
lace of King Arthur- Ilcheſter, which at the coming of the Normans was ſo populous, that it had in it 
an hundred and ſeven Burgeſſes, and it appears to he of great antiquity, by the Roman _ 
Coynes, oftentimes found there. The Ehurch-yard of Avalenia or Glo y, where King Art 
Sepulchre was ſearcht for by the command of King Bemy the ſecond, which was found under a 
Gone, with an Inſcription upon it ſaſtned, almofi nine foot in the ground, Alſo Dunſiere, where 
(as isreported ) a great — of her kusband fo much Paſture ground ina Gommon by the 
_— ſide, for the good and benefit ofthe Inhabitants, as ſhe was able in a whole day to go about 
are-foot. 

This County is divided into 42. Hundreds, for the diſpoſing of buſineſs needful for the State 
thereof, wherein are placed 33, Market-Towns, fit for buying and ſelling, and other affairs of 
Mg It is fortified with four Caſtles, and planted with 385, Pariſhes, for concourſe of Divine 
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WIET-SHIRE. 
CHAPTER XII. 


x ILT-SHIRE, is encloſed upon the North with Glouceſter-ſhire, upon the Eaſt is 
bounded with Park ſhire, upon the South with Dorſet and Hamp-ſhire, and upon the 
Weſt is confronted againſt partly by Gloceſter, and the reſt by Somerſer-ſhire. 
(2) The forme thereof is both long and broad ; for from Ingleſham upon Thamiſ's in 
the North, to Burgar Damarum in the South, are thirty miles ; the broadeſt part 
is from Futterner Eaſtward, to the Shire-ftones in the Weſt, being twenty nine; the whole in GCir- 
cumference, is one hundred thirty nine miles. 

(3) For Aire, it is ſeated in a temperate Climate, both ſweet, pleaſant, and wholeſome ; and for 
foile C faith John of Sarabury ) « exceeding fertile and plentiful, yea and that with wariety, 

C4) The Northern part, which they call North-Wilt- ſhire, riſcth vp into dele&able hills, attired 
with large Woods, and watered with clear Rivers, whereof 1//s is one, which ſoon. becometh the 
moſt famous in the Land. The South part is more even, yielding abundantly graſs and corn 3 
and is made the more fruitful by the Rivers Wil, 4dder, and Avon, Ihe midſt of this County is moſt 
plain, and thereby is known and commonly called Salesbixy Plaines 3 and lie ſo level indeed, that 
it doth limit the Horizon; for hardly can a man fee from the one ſide to the other; Theſe Plaines 
graſe aninfinite number of ſheep, whoſe fleeces and fleſh bring in a yearly revenue to their ow- 
ners, 

(5) Anciently this County was poſſeſſed by the Belg.e, who are ſeated by Prolomy in Hamſhire, 
Sommerſer-fhire, and in this Tradt ; and they (as it ſeemeth by Czſar) were ofthe Belge in Saul, Thele . 
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(as ſome hold) were ſubdued by Veſpatian, Lieutenant of the ſecond Legion under Claudizs, when 
the foundation of his future greatneſs was in theſe parts firſt laid by his many Vi&ories over the 
Britaines, And herein ſurely the Romans ſeated ; for beſides Tanesbipy Trench,by Tradition held to be 
his, in many other Forts in this Shire the Tra&t of their footing hath been leſt, and the ſtamped 
Coines of their Emperouss found, and apparent teſtimony of their abode. 

(6) Aﬀer them the Weft-Sazons made it a part of their Kingdo, n, whoſe border was 4von, as 
witnefſeth Athelward, though the Mercians many times encroched upon them, whereby many great 
Battles, 28 Malmeſbury tells us, betwixt them were fought, when inthe young years of their Heptar- 
chie ezch ſought to enlarge his, by the leſſoning of the next : butgrown unto more ripeneſs , they 
aſſigned their limits by a great and long ditch croſſing thorow the . nidſt of theſe Plaines, which for 
the wonder thereot is ſuppoſed by the vulgar to be the work of the Devil, and is called of all, 
Wanſ#i&e, undoubtedly of Wooden, the Suzons Anceitcr and great eputed Gof,where a little village 
yet Nandeth, and retaineth to name Woodens-burg, At this place, 1 4nno 550: Ceaulin the Weſt Saxon, 
received ſuch a foyl of the Britains and his Countrey-men, tat ke was force] to forſake his 
—_—— and to end his dayes in exile, becoming a pitiful ſpeQacle even unto his own enemies. 
And.n this place Ina the We/t-Saz3n joyned Battle with Ceolred the Mercian, whence both of them 
departed with equal lofs, The like was at Br.dford. by Kenilwgth and Cuthred ; at Wilton betwixt 
Egbert and Beornwolfe 5 at Edindon where King Eifr:d was vanqui{ker of the Danes 3 and at Wilton, 
where the Danes won the day again} him, With as bloudy\fucceſs, though nut happening by 
ſword, was the iſſue of that Synod aſſembled at Calne, a ſmall Town in this County, in the year 
of Chriſt Jeſus 977. where being hotly debating for the ſingle life, and againſt the marriages of the 
Clergy, what wanted by the word to prove their divorce, was ſupplyed by a Stratagem, and that ve- 
gy bloody ; tor ſuddenly the main timber brake, and Jown. fell the floor with the wage ang 
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Prelates, the Gentlemen and Commons, whereby a great number were hurt, and many more lain; 
onely Dun/?an the Preſident, and mouth for the Monxes, eſcaped untouched, the Joiſt whereon his 
Chaire ſtood remaining moſt firme ; which confirmed the ſentence of their ſeparations, whom God 
had conjoyned, and became the fall and ſnare of much incontinency in both ſexes, 

(7) The chieſeſt City of this Shire is Salesbury, removed from a higher , but a far more conve- 
nient placez whoſe want of water was not ſo great in the mother, as 1s ſupplied and repleniſted in 
the daughter,every ſtreet almoſt having a River running therow her middeſt; and for ſumptuous 
and delicate buildings is inferiour to none, The Cathedral, a mot rich magnificent Church, was be- 
gun by Richard Poore, Bifhop, and with forty years continuance was raiſed to her periet beauty ; 
wherein are as many windows as there are dayes in the year, as many caf} Pillars of Marble , as 
there are hours in the year, and as many gates for entrance as thereare moneths in the year, Nei» 
ther doth this Gity retain true honour to her ſelf, but imparteth hers, and receiveth honour 
from others, who are intituled Earles of Salesbury, whereof cight Noble Families have been digni- 
fied ſince the Neyrmans Conqueſt, This Cities ſituation is in degree of Latitude 51. 10, minutes, and 
_—_ the firſt Weſt point obſerved by Mercator , 18. Degrees, and 31. minutes of Longi- 
tice. | 
C$) Over this, 01d Salesby ſheweth it ſelf, where Kenrick overcame the Britaines, and where 
Canutz the Dana did great damage by fire. This formerly had been the Seat of the Romanes: as 
likewiſe was Lecham, as by their Coines digged up is apparent: ſo were Brokenbridge and Coſham, 
the Courts of the Saxon Kings. But Fortune long ſince hath turned her face from all theſe, as lately ſhe 
did from many ancient and religious foundations planted in this Province, whereof Malmeibwy, 


was the moſi tamous, 1 will not with Monmouth avouch the foundation thereof unto Mulnutizs, 
” ut, 
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but by true Records from Maidulph a Scot,a man gFgreat learning, that therein built a C8, and 
led an Hermits life, whereot Beda calleth it the Cityzof Maidulph, and we by contraftion, Malmeſ. 
bury. Adelme his Diſciple and Succeſſor, built herga fair Monaſtery, which Athalſtane the Monarch 
richly endowed, and left his body aſter death thergto refi, Neither hath any graced this more than 
Wilian her Monk, in recording to poſterities the Chronicles of our Land, concerning both the 
Church and Common: weal, wherein himſelflived and wrote thoſe Hiſtories. 

(9) Ambresbury ſor repute did ſecond this, built by Alfritha Ring Edgar his wiſe, to expiate the 
fin of murder which ſhe committed upon young Edward her fon in law , that hers might be King. 
In this plact Queen Eleanor widow to King Hewy the Third, renounced all royal pompe, and deva- 
ted her ſelfunto God in the habit of a Nun, Other places ereCted for picty , were at Salesbury , 
Lacoek, Stanley, Wilton, Tvichurch, Parnleg, Bradſfo, », Briopune, and Bromhore. Theſe graffs grown to 
full greatneſs, were cut down by the Pruiner, 1; it the cankers thereof ſhould infe&t the whole 
body ( as by them was alledged ) and their Rev'. wes beftowed upon far better uſes, both for the 
bringing up of youth; and the maintenance of ef" e. 

(10) With eight ſtrong Gaſlles this County hath been guarded ; in nineteen Market-Towns her 
commodities are traded ; into twenty nine Hundreds for bufineſs is divided, and in them are ſeated 
three hundred and four Pariſh-Churches, 7 
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CHAFTER (XI. 


ARK-SHIRE, whether ofthe Boz 1, pods there fited, according to the cenfure of 4/rics 
Mereverſis,or from a naked and bear. lags 0ake-tree,whereunto the people uſually reſorted in 
troubleſome times, to confer ſor the State , 1 determine not : onely the.County a long time 
hath been ſo called, and bounded with other in manner as followeth : The North part is 
parted by Thamifs from Buckingham and Oxford-ſhires 3 the South near Kennet, doth tract upon 
Hdmp-fhires the Eaſt is confined with the County of Surrey 3 and the Weſt with Wilt-ſhire and Glo- 
ceſter. ſhive is held in. = 
(2) The forme of this Shire doth ſomewhat-reſemble a Sandall for a mans ſoot, lying long wiſe 
from Eaſt to Weſt, in which part ſhe is broadeſh, the middle moſt narrow, and then ſpreading wi- 
derlike to the heel: though for her rich endowments and ately magnificence, it may be well ac- 
counted the heart of the whole, 8 
(3) The length thereof from Ingleſham inthe Feſt, to old Windſor in the Eaſt, extendeth unto for- 
ty miles; from Ink-pen to Wightham, the broade.:\ part from South to North, are twenty tour ; the 
whole in Circumference, about one hundred anf} twenty miles,” © * : 
(4) The Air is temperate, ſweet, and deligftful, and proſpe& for pleaſure inferiour to none; - 
the Soyl is plenteous of Corn, efpecially in the iFale of Whiteehorſe, that yieldeth yearly an admira- 
ble encreaſe. Ina word, for Corn, and Cattle, ;Yaters, and Woods, of profit and pleaſure, it gives. 
place unto none. is 
(5) Her ancient inhabitants, by Prolomy anffce's, were the dttrebatii, and them-ot thoſe that | 
deſcended irom Gofio, among whom Comius ( conquered bythe Diftator ) was: of good ___; 
allg - 


BARK-SHIRE. 


and could do much with the Britaines, who ( as Fontines ceporteth ) uſed this iratagem, though it 
proved nothing at laſt: he flying before Ceſar to recover aid of theſe Artrebatians, light bedded upon 
a ſhelfin the Sea, whereupon hoyſting his ſailes as before a fore-winde, gave ſhew to his purſuer 
that they were in ſwiſt flights ſo that hopeleſs to haile them, he gave over the chaſe; yet no ſooner 
had Ceſar made over among them, but that ſome of theſe people , by the name Bibrotes, yeelded 
him ſubjeRion, which proved the ruine ofal! former liberty. But when the Romanes had rent their 
own Empire, and retired their Legion into a narrower circuit, the Sagony ſet feot where their forces 
had been, and made this County a parcel of their Weſterne Kingdome, 

The Danes then ſetting their deſire upon ſpoiles, from their roaving Pinnaces pierced into theſe 

arts, and at Redding fortified themſelves betwixt the Rivers Kennet and Thamiſrr, whither aſter their 

eat overthrow received at Inglefield by the hand of King Ethelwolfe, they retired for their further 
fety-. 

(6) This Town King Henry the firſt moſt Nately beautified with a rich ?onaflery and fron 
Coſtle, where in the Collegiate Gkurch of the Abbey, himſelf and Queen ( who lay both vailed an 
crowned) with their daughter Moud the Empreſs, called the Lady of England, were interred, as 
the private Hiſtory ofthe place avoucheth, though others below the bodies of theſe two Queens 
elſewhere. The Caſtle King Hewy the ſecond razed to the ground, becauſe it was the refuge for the 
followers ofKing Stephen. From whence the North pole is raiſed in Latitude 5r. degrees and 40. 
minutes, and in Longitude from the firſt Weſt-point obſerved by Mercator 19, degrees and 35, mi- 
nutes. 

( 7) A Caftle and Town of greater firength and antiquity was B-Uingford, by Antonie and 
Ptolomy called Gollena , the chicfeſt Gity of the Atrebatisns, whoſe large circuit, and firong fortifi- 
cations, ſhew plainly that it was a place ofthe Romans abode, and ſince in a conceived ſafety hath 
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made "_ very bold, efpecially when the ſparks þf Englands civil diſſentions were forced to flame 
incaſe ofthe Crown betwixt Maud the Empreſs and King Stephen, whither her ſelf and aſſociates re- 
ſorted as their ſureſt defence. | 

(8) But of farre greater magnificence and Mate is the Caſtle of Windſor, a moſt Princely Palace 
and Manſion of his Majeſty. 1 will not with Jeffay, affirme it' to be built by King Arthur, but with 
better authority ſay, it was ſo thirfted aſter by the Conguerour , that by a compoſition with the Abbot 
of Weſtminſter, whoſe then it was, he made it to be the Kings poſſeſſion, as a place, beſides the pleas 
ſures, very commodious to entertain the King. Jn this Caſtle that vitorious Prince King Edward 
the third was born ; and herein after he had ſubdued the French and Scots, held he at one and the 
ſame time, as his priſoners, John King of France, and David King of Scotland. Neither was it ever 
graced with greater Majeſty than by the Inflitution-of the moſt honourable Order of the Garter, 
a ſignal Ornament of Martial Proweſſe; the invention thereof ſome aſcribe to be from a Garter 
falling from his Queen, or rather from Joon Counteſs of Salabury, a Lady of an imcomparable 
beauty, as ſhe danced betore himz whereat the by-Nangers ſmiling, he gave the umpreſſe to check 
all evil conceits, and in golden Letters imbelliſhed the Garter with this French Poſie, HONI SOIT 
QUI MALY PENSE. And yet that worthy Clarencearz alledging the Book of the firſt inſti 
tution, finds the invention to be more ancient ; as arhen King Richard the firſt warred apainſi the 
Turks , Saracens, Cypres, and Acon, he girt the legs of certain choiſe Knights with a tack of leather, 
which promiſed a future glory to the wearers The moſt Prineely Chappel thereof is graced with the 
bodies of thoſe two great Kings, Henry the ſixth, and Edward the fourth, whom the whole Kingdome 
was too little to contain, the one of Lanceſter, the other of Terb, where they reſt now united 1n one 
* mould, with a branch of both thoſe Houſes, even King Heny the eighth, who there ii<th alſo inter- 


red, and reſts inthe Lord. 
F-- ; (9) Other 


BARK-SHIRE. 


(9) Other places ofnote in this Shire are Sinodum in the North, and Watham in the Eaf}, both 
of them places of the Romans reſidence, as by their moneys there oitentimes found appeareth, Nei. 
ther was Sunzing the leaſt in this Tract,that had been the ſcat of eight Biſhops beiore the See was 
trariflated thence unto Shirburne, or that tv Salabury Wantage alfo 1s not wanting of honour, in 
bringing tolile that learned and moſt valiant King Ealfred , the ſcourge of the Danes, and great Mo- 
mrch of the Engliſh. And Finchhamſtead for wonder inferiour to none, where (as our Writers do 
witneſs) thatin the year, a thouſand one hundred, a Well boyled up with ſtreams of bloud, and fif- 
teen days together continued that Spring, whoſe waters made red all others where they came, to the 
great amazement «cf the beholders, 

(10) The rich-s and ſweet Seats that this County affordeth, made many devout perſons to ſheyw 
their devotions onto true picty, in erefting places for Gods divine Service, and their exemptions 
from all worldiy buſineſs : ſuch were Abington, Redding, Byſham, Bromehill, Hendley, Hamme, and 
Walling ord, whoſe Vota-te; abuline the intents of their Founders, overthrew both their own Or. 
ders and places bf profe flions all which were diffolved by 4# of Parliament, and given the King to 
diſpoſe at his will | | 

t his Shires divifion is into twenty Hundred, and hath been ftrengthened with ſix firong Caſtles, 
is. yet graced with three of h's Majcflies moſt” Princely Houſes, and traded with twelve Market- 
Towns, and i5 repleniſhed with one hundred and torty Pariſhes. 
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MIDDLESE X. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


' - MK 1DDLESE R,ſfocal'cd in regard of the ſituation, as ſeated betwixt the We/I Saxons and 
Eaft- Angles, was ſometimes, together with Eſſex and: Hartford-ſhire, that part and portion 
which the F2/? Sazons enjoyed for their Kingdome : it lyeth bordered upon the North 

' with Hartford-ſhite, upon the Weſt by Colne, 1s ſevered from Buckinghamz the South, by 

Thameſ's, from Suriey and K-nt 3 and on the Eaft from Efx, by the River Lea, 

(2) The length thereof extended from Stratford in the Eaſt, to Morehall upon . Colne in the Weſt, 
is by meafure nineteen Engliſh miles 3 and from South-mines in the North, to his Majeſties Mannour 
of Hawrpron Court in the South, are little above ſixteen miles, the whole circumſerence extending to 
eincty miles. 

"M1 In Forme it is almoſt ſquare, for Aire paſſing temperate, for Soyl abundantly fertile, and for 
Paſturage and Grain of all kinds, vielding the beſt, ſo that the Wheat of this County hath ſerved a 
long time for tke Manchet to our Princes Table, | 

(4) Itlyeth ſeated in a vale moft wholeſome and rich, having ſome hills alſo, and them of good 
aſcent, ſrom whoſe tops the profpe&t of the whole is ſcen like unto Zoar in Egypt, or rather like a 
Paradiie and Garden of God, | 

(5) Thezncient Inhabitants known to Cxſar, were the Trinobants, whom he nameth to be the 
moſt puiſſant in the Land 3 whoſe chiet City and Seat yielding him ſubjeQion, made the whole, 
with leſs loſs to the Romans, to bear the yoke of their own bondage, and to come in under 
texms of truce, But when theic Forces in theſe party were ſpent, and the Empire ſhaxen by inteſtine 


Wars, 


MIDDL:3SEX, * 
wars, the Sazzons ſetting theig eyes upon ſo faire adile made their footing as fure herein 3; which laſts 
ly with Hartford and Ee, was the portion of the Faſt Saxons Kingdome, 

(5) Five Princely Houſes, inheritable to the .EfBiſh Crown, are ſeated in this Shire, which are, 
Enfield, Hanworth, White: hall, S. James, and HamptoneGourt,a Gitie rather in ſhew than the Palace of 
a Prince, and for ſtately Port and gorgeous building, not inferiour to any in Europe. At Thiſtleworth 
once ſtood the Palace of Richard King of the Romans, Earl of Cornwall, which the Londoners in a 
tumultuous broile, burned to the ground : many other ately Houſes of our Engliſh Nobility, 
Knights and Gentlemen, as alſo of the Worſhipful Citizens of London, are in this Shire ſo ſump- 
tuouſly built and pleaſantly ſeated, as the like in the like circuit are no where elſe to'be found, 
Near unto Thamefis entrance into this County , is kept the remembrance of Ceſars entrance over 
Thameffs, by the name of Coway-ſtakes, ſtuck faſt inthe bottome to impeach his deſigns 3 and fur- * 
oe - Stanes a Maire-ſtone once ftood for a mark <7 Juriſdiftion, that London had ſo farre upon 

ameſts, Sh. 

(7) Which City is more ancient than any true | tcord beareth, fabuled from Brute, Troynovent, 
from Lud, Ludfone : But by more credible Writers, F3citzs, Prolomy, and Antonine , Londiniumz by 
Ammianw Marce)t inzs for her ſucceſſive proſperity, Augnſta, the greateſt title that can be given to 
any : by Britaines Londayn; by Strangers, Londra; and by us London. This Citie doth ſhew as the 
Cedays among others Trees, being the ſeat of the Britiſh Kings, the Chamber of the Engliſh, the model 
of the Land, and the Mart of the World : for thither are brought the ſilk of 4fra, the Spices from 4- 
frica, the Balms from Grecra, and the riches of both the Indies Eaſt and Weſt: no Citie ſtanding ſo 
long in fame, nor any for divine and politick government may with her be compared. Her walls 
were firſt ſet by great Conſtantine the firſt Chriffian Ex peroyr, at the ſuit of his Mother Queen Helen, 
ecared with rough Stone and Eritiſh Brick three En-45ſþ miles in compaſs; thorow which are _ 
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made ſeven moſt fair gates, beſides three other paſſages for entrance. Along the Thameſis, this wail 
at firftcanged,and with two gates opened, the one Doure-gate, now Dowgate, and the other Bilingſ. 
gate, a receptacle for Ships In the midſt of this wall was ſet a mile-mark(as che like was in Rome ) 
from whence, were me-ſured their tations, for carriage or otherwiſe ; the ſame as yet Oandeth, and 
hath been long known by the name cf London Stone, Upon the Eaſt of this Gity , the Church of 
S. Peters is thought to. be the Cathedral of Reſtiturz,the Chriſtians Biſhops See, who lived in the 
xcign of great Conſtantine ; but ſince S, Pauls in the Weſt part, from the Temple of Diana, aſſumed 
that dignity, whoſe greatneſs doth exceed any other at this day, and ſpires ſo high that twice it 
hath been conſumed by 1:phtning from heaven, Beſides this Cathedral, God is honoured in one 
hundred twenty one Churches more in this City : that 1s, ninety ſix within the walls ; ſixteen with- 
out, but within the Liberties 3 and nine more 1n her Suburbs; and in Fitz Stephens time, thirteen 
Convents ofreligious Ocders. It is divided into 26. Wards, governed by ſo many grave Aldermen, 
a L'rd Moor, and two Sheriffs, the yearly choice whereof was granted them by Patent from King 
Fobn, in whoſe time alſo a Bridge of ſtone was made over Thames, upon nineteen Arches, for length, 
breadth, beauty, and building, the like again not found in the world. 

C8) This London (as it were) diſdaining bondage, hath ſet her ſelf on each fide, far without the 
walls, and hath I-ft her Weſt gate in the midſt, from whence with continual buildings ( flifl affe&t- 
ingereatneſs) ſhe hath continued her flreets unto a Kings Palace, and joyned a ſecond City to 
her ſc]f, famous for the Seat and Sepulchre of our Kings; and for the Gates of Juſtice, that termly 
there are openeg;only once a Biſhops See, whoſe title died with theman, No walls are ſet adout 
this City, and thoſe of London are left to ſhew rather what it was, than what it is : Whoſe Citizens, 
as the Lacedemonians did, do impute their ſtrength in their men, and not in their walls, how wrong 
forever. Or elſe for their multitude, cannot be circulated, but ( as another Jeruſalem) is —_— 
, without 


MIDDLESEX. 
without watls, as Zachayy- ſaid. The wealth of this City (as Iſa once ſpake of Nil) grows from 
the Revenues and Harveſt of her South bounding Thames 3 whoſe trafique for merchandizing, is 
like that of Tyr, whereof Ezekiel ſpeaks, and finds! in abundance of Silver, Iron, Tinne, and 
Lead, &c. And from Lndon her channel is navigable, - firaitned along with meadowing borders, 
untill ſhe taketh her full liberty in the Geyrmn Sea: "Upon this Thameſis the Ships of Tharſis ſeem 
to ride, and the Navy, that rightly is termed the Lady 9f the Sea, ſpreads her fail: Whence twice 
with lucky ſucceſs hath heen accompliſhed, the compaſſing of the univerſ:l Globe. This River, 
Canutzs laying fiege againſt London, ſought by digging to divert, and before him; the Danes had done 
great harmes in the City, yet was their State recovere;}.by King Elfred, and the River kept her old 
courſe not withſtanding that coſt. In the times of the: Normays, ſome civil broyles have been at=- 
tempted in this City, as in the dayes of King John, whereinto his Barons centred, and the Tower 
yielded unto Lewis, Andapain, Wat Tyley herein committed outragious cruelties, but was wor- 
thily firuck down by the 24jor,and lin in Smithfield © { his Cities graduation for Latitude is the 
degree 51. 45 minutes, and in Longitude 20. degrees 29 minutes. 

(9) In this County: at Barnet, upon Faiter-day, a bloudy battel. was fought, betwixt Henry the 
fixt and Edward the (curth, wherein were flan one Marqueſs, one t arl,. three Lords, and with 
them ten thouſand Engliſhmen. = 

(10) The diviſion of this Shire is into ſeven Hundrets, wher-in are ſeated two Cities, four 
Market Towns, and ſeventy three Pariſh Churches, beſides them in London 3 where in the Church 
of Gray Fryers, now called Chrif?-Church, three Queenet lye interred, which were, Queen Margaret, 
the D. of Phil, the hardy, King of France, ſecond wiſtzto King Edward the firſt 3 the ſecond was 
Queen Iſabel, wife to King Fdwcrd the ſecond, and D t1 Philipthe fair King of France: and the third 
was Queen Toan, their daughter, married to _ King of Scotland, 
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CHAPTER XV; 


SSER, by the Normans, Exſe/a, and by the vulgar E/z, is a County large in compaſs, very 
populous, and nothing inferiour to the beſt of the Land. 
(2) The Forme thereof is ſomewhat circular, excepting the Ea@ part, which fhooteth her 
-p {e}f with many Promontories into the Sea; and from Horſey land to Haidon in the Weſt, (the 

broadeſt part ofthe Shire _) are they by meaſure forty miles ;$and the length from Eaſ?-Ham upon 
Thameſis 1n the South, to Srurmere upon the River Stow in the # Jorth, are thirty five miles ; the whole 
in circumference one hundred forty ſix miles. | $ 

(3) It lyeth bounded upon the Nerth, with Suffsl4 and Ca 1bridgeeſhires, upon the Weſt with Hert » 
ford and Middleſex, npon the South by Thameſis 1s parted fro\ Kent, and the Eaſt-fide thereof is alto- 
gether waſhed with the German Sea. (os 

| (4) The Aire is temperate and pleaſant, only towards thy waters ſomewhat aguiſh : the ſoyl is 

rich and fruitful, though in ſome places ſandy and barren yet ſo that it never fruſtrates the Huſ.- 
bandmans hopes, or fills not the hands of her Harveſt-labouters : but in ſome part ſo fertile, that 
aiter three years glebe of Saffron, the Land for eighteen morey will yield plenty of Barley, without 
either dung or other fatning earth. '* | 

(s) Her ancient Inhabitants known to the Romans, were by Ceſar called the Trinobarts , oi 
whom in the former Chapter we have ſpoken, and in our Hifery thall ſpeak more at large. But this 
name perifhed with the age of the Empire, the Saxons preſently tramed a new 3:and with Hertford and 
Middleſex made it their Eaſt-Sazons Kingdome, until that Egbert brought this and the whoke into 
an entire and abſolate Monarchy : the Danes after them laid fo fore for this Province, that at Beam- 
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ferand HavenetCnow Sh obery )they fortified moft Rrongly;and at Barlow, (beſides the hills mounts 
ed for their burials) the Danewort with her red berries, ſo plentifully grow, that it is held and ac- 
counted to fpring from the blood ofthe Danes which in that place was ſpilt, and the hearh as yet is 
calcd from them the Daneſ-bloud 3 neither yet were they quelled to ſurceaſe that quarrel; but at 4ſh- 
downs abode the Iron file 1n ſight, wherein fo much bloud of the Engliſh was ſpilt, that Canntzz their 
King in remorſe of conicience, built a Church inthe place, to pacific God tor the (ins of his people: 
but when the Normans had got thegarland of the whole,many of their Nobiesthere ſeated theinſclves, 
whoſe poſterities (lace, both there and elſe-w! ere are ſpread further abroad in the Realin-, 

(6) The Commodities that this Shire yieldeth, are many and great, as of Woods, Corn, Cattle, 
Fi(h, Forrcfts, and Szfiron $5 which laſt groweth with ſuch gain and increaſe upon her North parts, 
that from a ſplit Tlove much like unto Garlike, a white blewiſh Fiower ſhorily ſpringeth, from 
whence fillets of Saftcon are gxthered before the Sun, and dricd, are ſold as Spice with preat gait, 
From the !ſlands Canvey, Merſey, Horſer, Northly, Oſey, Wallor, and Foulnsſs, great ſtore or Fith and 
Fowle are Caily gotten : and fo from their Cattle have they contin»al increaſe, which men and boyes 
mike; as well the Eweas the Kine whereof they make great and thick Ch-eſe, ſold abroad in the 
Land, much thereof tranſported unto other Countries, Their Oyſters, which we call Wa!feer, the 
beſt in eflcern, and ere thought from Pliny to have been ſervedin the Romans Kitchins But leaſt we 
ihould exceed meaſure in commending, or the people repoſe their truſt in the ſo-1; behold what 
G99 can do to ſruſtrate both in a moment, and that by his meaneſt creatures: for in our age and re- 
membrance, the year of Chriit 158.. an Army of Mice fo over ran the Marlhrs in Dengey Fizndved 
near unto South. minſ?ey in this County, that they ſhore the graſs to the very roots, and ſo tainte 
the ſame withtheir venemous teeth, that a great Murrain fell upon the Cattle which grazed thereon, 
to the great loſſe of their owners, 

(7) The 
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(7) The chieſeſt City ſor account at this day, in this Shire, 1s Co'che/Fer, built by Coll#s the Bret- 
zijh Prince, one hundred twerity four years after the birth of our Saviour Chriſt C if he of Monmouth 
fay true) wh:rein his ſon Lucizs, Helena, and Conſtntine, the firſt Chriſtian King, Fmprefe, and Em- 
tcrour in the world, were born : which made Necham for Conſtantine to ſirg as he did, 


From Colcheſter there roſs a Star, 

The Rayes whereof gave glariow light, 
Throughout ths wor'd in Glimares far, 
Great Conſtantine, Romes Emperour bright.” 
And the Romans to the great homour of Helena inſcribed her, Piiſima Venerabils Auguſta, But of 
theſe we {hall be occafioned to tpeak more hereafter. This City is fituated upon the South of the kt. 
ver Coln; from whence it hath the name, and is walled abouf; raiſed upon 2 high Trench of earth, 
though now much decayed, having ſix gates ofentrance,and rec Poſterns in the Weſt wall. beſides 
nine watch-Towers for defence, and contzineth in compaſſe F380. paces 3 wherein ſtand eight faire 
Churches, and two other without the walls, for Gods divine fervice : S. Tenants, and the Black Fryers 
decayed in the Suburbs 3 Mary Magdalens, the Nunnery, S. Johns, and the Crouched Friers,all ſuppreſſed: 
within towards the Eaſt is mounted an old Caſtle, and elder ruines upon a Trench containing two | 

Acres of ground, whereas yet may be \ en th+ provident careahey had againſt all enſuing aſſaults, 
The trade of this 7 own ſtandeth chi:fly in making of Cloth and Bayes, with Saics, 'and other 
lilee Stuffes daily invented ; and is governed by two Bailiffes, twelve Aldermen, all wearing Scarlet; 
a Recorder, a Town Clerk, and four Sergeants at Mace, Whoſe poſition for Latitude is in the de- 
grece 52, 14« minutes 3 and tor Longitude, in the degree 21, and 50, minutes, ro) bi 
s ) Faces 
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($) Places of Antiquity and memorable note in this County, T obſerve the moſt Famous to he 
Camolodunum, by us Maldon, which was the Roval Seat of Curebelin King of the Trinobantes, as by 
his money therein minted appeareth, about the time of our Saviours birth : which City afterwards 
C!audizzs won from the Britains, and therein placed a Colony of Souldiers, which were called /:19ri- 
cenſis. This City Queen Bodua, in revenge of ker wrongs, razed to the ground, what time ſhe tir- 
red their people 2gainſt Nero, with the fliughter of ſeventy thouſand of the Romans, Of ſome later 
and leiier account was Ithancheſter, now S. Peters upon the wall, where the Fortenſes with their Cap. 
tain kept, towards the declination of the Roman Empire. In the Eaſt Promontory of this County, 
in the Reign of Richard the ſecond, the teeth of a Giant were found ( if they were not of an Flephant) 
of amarvetlous ſize ( faith Ra!ph Coggefhall); and not far thence, in the reign of Elizabeth, more bones 
to the l:ke wonder were digged up. | 

(9) I purpoſely omit the meſſage of a Pilgrim from $. Fohn Baptiſ?, by whom he ſent a Ring to 
King Edward Confe/or ; for which cauſe his houſe took the name Havering : ſeeing the Monks of thofe 
times made no great dainty daily to forge matter for their own advantage : who in this Shire ſo 
ſwarmed that they had huuſes erected at Waltham, Pritlewel, Tiltey, Dunmow, Lecye, Hatfield-Peve- 
rel, Cho!mesford, Coggeſhall, Maldon, Earls coln, Colcheſter, $, Ofiths, Saffron-Walden, Harfield-Bradocke, 
and more with great revenues thereto b*longing 3 all which felt the Axes and Hammers of deſtruQti- 
on, when the reſt of ſuch foundtions tell under the flaile of King Henry the Eighth, who with Heze- 
&kith brake down all theſe Brazen Serpents. 

(10) This Shire js-divided into 20, Hundreds, wherein are ſeated 21, Market-Towns, 5+ Caſtles, 
5. Havens, 2, of his Majeſties Mannours, and 415 Pariſh- Churches, : 
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CHAPTER XVI: 


UFFOLKEF, in regard of them which were ſeated in Northfolks, is a County moſl plente- 

ous and pleaſant for habitation. It is ſeparated from Norf2l&, by the Rivers of the leſſer Ouſe, 

and Waveney, whoſe heads meet almoſt in the midſt of her Verge, and that very neer together, 

the one taking courſe Eaſt, and the other tull Weſt, upon which part Cambridgesſhire doth 
wholly confront. The South ſideis ſevered by Stoure from E/ez, and the Eaſt together wath- 
ed with the Germane Seas. | 

(2) The &ire is good, ſweet, and deleAable, and in ſome parts, of ſome of our beſt Phyſitians, 
held to be thebeſt in the Land; the Scyl is rich, fruitiul, and with all things well repleniſhed; ina 
word, nothing wanting for pleaſure or profit. 

(3) The Forme thereof is ſomewhat Crefſant, ſhooting up narrower in the North, and ſpreadin 
wider towards the South, whoſe broadeſt part is about twenty miles : but from Eaſt to Weſt muc 
more: for from Eaſton point ( the furtheſt of this Shire, yea of ail Britain, into the Sea) unto great 
O:ſe River, her Weſtern bounder, are forty five miles, and the whole in Circumference, about 
one hundred and forty ſix miles, 

(4) Anciently this ou of the Ifland was poſſeſſed by the Icent, who as it ſeemeth by Tacitzs, joy- 
ned in Amity with the Romans, a mighty people ( ſaith he ) and never ſhaken with wars before the 
gcign of Claudia, but then by Oftoriws were vanquiſhed, though not without great ſlaughter of the 
Romans ; andin a Battle againſt them, 7M. Offorizs the fon of the General, won great honour in 
ſaving of a Roman Citizens lifez ſo ready were they to give, and receive Honours to themſelves, but 
\\-1ghtly to paſs over, and to ſmether far greater exploits, of the Britaines; which notwithſtand. 


ing 
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ing long in theſe parts they could not do for the wrongs of the Irenians growing intollerable, who 
by the Romane Souldiers were put out of their rightful poſſeſſions, their Princes accounted no ber- 
ter than Slaves, and their Queen whipped in moſt ignominious manner 3 under Bodiza they wrought 
their revenge, as in the Hiſtory: Chriſt affitiing)ſhall be further related. 

Next” to theſe Iceniaus, were the Sans that pot their footing into theſe parts, and of them,tk's 
with Norfolke, Cambriege-ſbire, and the le of Ely, was made their Eaſt-4ngles Kingdome; though 
as it ſeemethever in ſubjeQion, either tothe Mercians,or to the Kings of Kent 5 whoſe off- ſpring end» 
ing ins, Edmand the Martyr, after the Danes had laid it moſt deſolate, Edward the Elder ſubdued it un- 
tohis Weſt-Sazons Monarchy : and that ikewiſe ending in King Edward the Contefſor , many Noble 
— got theirpoſſcſſions in theſe parts, whoſe off: ſpring are plenteouſly repleniſhed in this Shire 
to this day. 

(5) The Commodities of this Shire are many andegreat , Whereof the chieſeſt conſiſlethin Corn, 
in Cattle, Cloth, Paſturage, Woods, Sex-fiſh and towle; and as Abba Florienſs hath depainted, 
thy Coun'y is of a g cen and paſſing freſh hue, pleaſantly repleniſhed with Orchards. Gardens and Groves : 
thus he deſcribed it above {ix hundred years ſince, and now we find as he hath ſaid, to which we 
may adde their gin from the Paile, whoſe Chreſes are traded not onely thorowout England, but 
into Germany, France, and Spain, and are higt-ly comiverded by Pantaleon the Phyſitian, both for cc - 
tour and taſte. | 

(6) And had Ipſwich (the onely eye of this Shire ) been as fortunate in her Sirname, as ſhe is 
bleſſed with commerce and buildings, ſhe might worthily have born the title of a City : neither 
way in the. loweſt rowe , whole trade, circuit, and ſeat, doth equal moſt places of the Land be- 
ides. 
1t ſcemeth this Town hath bzen walled about both by a Rampire of earth, mounted along mt 
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Xerth and Weſt parts, and places of entrance where Gates have flood 53 which no doubt, by the Daxes 
werecaſt down, in the year of Feſzs Chriſt, 991 . when they ſacked with ſpoyl all theſe Sea-coafts : 
and again inthe yearone thouſand, laid the flrects deſolate, and the houſes on heaps : yet aſter. 
wards recovering both breath and beauty, her buildings from Stoke: Church in the South, to Saint 
Iargretsin the North, now contain 1900 paces, and irom S, Helens in the Faſt, to S. Matthews 
Church in the Weſt, are no leſs than 2 120. full of Qreets plenteouſly inhabited, wherein are twelve 
Pariſh Churches ſeated, belides them ſuppreſſed 3 ſuch were Chrifl -Church, S. Georges, S'. James, the 
White, the Bla. k, ard Gray-Fryers, The Site of this Town 1s removed from the Equator, unto the 
degree 52, 25, minutes : and by Mercators obſervation, from the firſt Weft-points 22. degrees, g. mi. 
nutes : and is yearly governed by two Bailiffs, and ten Port-men, all wearing Scarlet, with twenty 
four of their Common-Councel in Purple, a Recorder, a Town-Clerk, five Serjeants, whereof one 
1s for the Admiralty, a Beadle, and Common Cryer, all in blew, with the Towns Armes on their 
fleeves- 

The other eye of this Shire is S. Edewndsbury. By Abo the Royal Town, wherein at the day. 
break of the Sazons converſion, Sigebert King of the Ez(t- Angles founded a Chriſtian Church : and 
upon the occaſion cf King Edmunds burial ( who at Hoxon was ſhot to death) hath been ever ſince 
called S. Edmunds-bury, where was built to his honour one of the faireſt Monaſteries in the world, 
begun by Kirg Canute, wuch effrighted with the ſeeming appearance of that Martyrs Ghoft, who 
to expiate the ſacrilegious impiety of his Father Suenw, enriched the place with many endowments, 
and offered uphis own Crown upon the holy Martyrs Tomb. For the beauty 2nd buildings of 
this abby and Town, let Leland for me declare : TheSun (ſaith he ) hath not ſeen a City more 


finely ſeated, ſo de'icately, upon the eqfie aſcent of an hill, with a River running on the Eaſt ſide ; nov & 


more flately Abbey, either for revenues or incomparable magnificence, in whoſe proſpe@ appeareth rather a Ci- 
tie 
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ty than « Monaſtery, ſo many Gates for entrance, and ſome of them braſs, ſo many Towers, and a moſ? gloviows. 
Church, upon which attend three others, ſtanding all in the ſame Church yard, all of them paſſing fine, and of 
a Ai COINS Whoſe ruines lic in the duſt, lamenting their fall, moving the beholders to pity 
their caſe. | 

Near unto this Town a great battle was fought by Robert Boſſi, Earle of Leiceſter, againſt his So- 
veraigh King Henry the ſecond : but was worthily overcome by Richard Lucy, the Kings high Juſtice, 
hinſclſand wife taken, with many Flemings and Engliſhmen ſlain. 

(7) Other places worthy of remembrance this County affords; ſuchis Exning in the Weſt , for- 
merly famons for the birth of S, Audrey, daughter to King .Anna, one of the three names of the Shires 
diviſion: Rexliſham in the Eaſt, where Redwald the firſt Chriſtian in this, Kingdome held his Court : 
and Hadl-y in Mer South, where Guthrum the Dane, whom Elfred baptized ,- was buried. And things 
of firanger note are the limits of the Eaſt- Angles Territories, ranning along New-mar4et Heath, 
vulgarly called the Devils-ditch : the like fable is formerly told by Nubrigenſis, that ai IWulpes in the 
heart of this Shire, two green boyes of Satyres kind aroſe out of the ground, from the Artipodes z 
believe it if you will : and Ralfe Coggeſhall, in the Monuments of Colcheſter, declareth, that a Fijh in 
all parts like a man was taken near Oxford,and for (iz moneths was keptin the Caſile, wherce alter ke 
eſcapedagain to the Sea. | | 
- Asſtrange, but moſt true, was a-crop of Peaſe, that without tillage or ſowing grew in tie Racks, 
detwixt this Oxford and Aldebrough, in the year 1555, when by unſcaſonable weather a great dearih 
was in the Land there in Auguft were gathered above one hundred Quarters, and in blufſ>n ing; re 
mained as inany more, where never grals grew, or cart! ever ſeen, but hard folid Rocks three y urls 
Ceep under their roots, : | | 
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(8) Places ſeparated from common uſe, and devoted to God and his fervice by religious Princes, 
were at S, Edmunds, Ipſwich, Ikleworth, Blithborow,. Clare, Jefton, Burgh Caflle, wherein Sigebert 
King of the Eaſt Angles entered the profeſſion of  Monke : but was thence forced by his people, to 
fight againſt the Mercians: in which Battle he was ſlain. And Dumwich, where Feliz founded his 
Epiſcopal See. Theſe with many others in this County were ſuppreſſed in the fall of the Monaſte- 
ries, and their Revenues aſſumed by King Henry the Eight. 

C9) This Shire is principally (divided into three parts, which are called Celdable, S. Edmunds, 
and S. Andreys Libertics.Gbdivided into twenty two Hundreds, and them again into 575. Pariſh- 
Churches, wherein are ſeated ſeven Caſtles;and twenty eight Market-Towns, 
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"CHAPTER XVI. 


ORTHFOLKE is anlflandindlining to an oval forme,. cloſed on the South part 
with the Rivers of Wavenay,and the leſſer Ouſe, which divides it from Sffolke, On the 
Eaſt and North with the Germane Ocean 3 on the Weſt toward Cambridge-ſhire, with ſome 
branches ofthe greater Oufſe 3 toward Lincolne-ſhire,with that part ofthe Neve which paſ- 
ſeth from Wisb:itch into the Waſhes. PINS | 

It containeth in length ( from Tarmouth to Mishitch ) about fifty miles. In breadth (from Thetford to 
W-Ls | about thirty. The whole Circuit is about two hundred forty two miles, = 

The Name arifeth from the ſituation of the people, who being the Norther-moſt of the Kingdome 
of Eaft-Angles, are therefore called the Northfolke, as the Souther moſ? Southfolg. 

The Airc is ſharp and piercing, eſpecially the Champion, and near the Sea; therefore it delayeth 
the pain *ad Harveſt, the ſituation ofthe Countrey inclining thereto, as being under the 53.degree 
of Latitude. Sg NN Y 

The Soile divers: about the Towns commonly good ; as Clay, Chalke, or fat Earth, well water- 
cd, and with ſome Wood : upward to the Heaths naked, dry and'barten-: Mar/land and Flegge exceed- 
ing rich : but Marſlind properly for Paſture, Flegge fox Corne, * ' = ET. 

(2) The parts from Thetford to Burneham, and-thence Weſtward, as. alſo along -the- Coaſt, be 
counted Chimpion: thereſt { as better furniſhed with Woods) Woodland. The Champion aboundeth 
with Corne, Sheep, and Conies, and herein the barren Heaths, (as the providence of our. Anceſtors 
bath of old diſpoſed them ) arc very profitable, For.on them' principally lie our Fould courſes, called 
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| NOR THFOLKE. - 
ofthe -Sazons ( whoſe inſtitution they therefore ſeem to be) Paldyecum, that is, Liberty of fold ov fout- 
dage, Theſe heaths by the compaſture ofthe ſheep ( which we call Tathe ) are made ſo rich with 
Corn, that when they fall to be ſown, they commonly match the fruitfulleſt grounds in other Coun- 

tries: and laid again, do long aſter yield a ſweeter and more plentiful tced for ſheep : ſo that each of 
them maintain other, and are the chieſeſt wealth of our Countrey. The Woodland ( fitter tor graſs ) 

1s maintained chicfly by feed:ng of Cattel, yet well ſtored with Corn and Sheep. 

The Coaſt is fortunate in F.(k, and hath many good Harbours, whereof Lynn and Yarmouth be the 
mother. port-,and of great traffique : W-lsand Blackeney next in eſtimation. | 

The whole County aboundeth with Rivers and pleaſant Springs,of which the Ouſe is the chieſeſt,by 
whoſe plentiful branches, the Ifle of Ely, the Towns and Shires of Cambridge, Humington, and the 
County of Suffel&e vent and receive Commodities, The next is Hier,# or Tere, paſſing from Norroich 
to Trcouth, where it receiveth the Bure coming from Aylſham, both of them of great ſervice for 
water caxriages, but very notable jor their plenty of fiſh : for ſome one man out of an hold upon 
the Bare, hath drawn up ordinarily once a year, between two; Nets, above five or fix ſcore Buſhels 
of Fiſh at one draught. 'The Wavency and the leſſer Ouſe are allo Navigable and of great ' uſe, The 
reſidue 1 omit, "I | % 

(3) The people were anciently called the 1CE N1, as theyfalſo of Soffo'ke, Cambridge-ſbire, and 
Huntington-ſhire, and ſuppoſed to be of them whom Czſar nam ith Cenimagniz Ptolomy, Siment 3 ſome 
Tigent, Their manners were likely to be as the reſt of the Britzins, barbarous at thoſe times, as ap=- 
peareth by Ceſar and Tacitz. Neither can 1otherwiſe commend their Succrflors the Saxons; for fo 
alſo their own Country man Fthzlward termeth them. Since the entry of the Normans, they have 
been counted civil and ingenious, apt to good Letters, aJdorning Religion with more Churches 
and Monaſteties, than any Shire of Ergland, and the Laws and Scats of Juſlice ( ſor many ages 
G 3 wit 
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with fome exceſlent men ; from whom moſt of our chief Families, and fome of the greateſ} Nobil!- 
ty of the Kingdom, have taken advancement. An | herein is Northfolke fortunate, that as Crete boaſted 
of an hundred Cities, ſo may ſhe ofan hundred Farnilies of Gentlemen, never yet attainted of high 
Treaſon. How the Government ofthis Gounty was about Geſars time,is uncertain, but C agreeable 
no doubt to the reſt of the Britaines) under ſome peculiar Toparch or Regulw, as Tacitzs tetmeth 
him. The latter Romanes held it by two Garriſons, one at Gariaznum neer Tarmonth ; the other at Bra- 
rodunum, now called axes both of horſe, and commanded by the Gomes Maritimi Tra0i, av 
Marcelinzs calleth him, and termed after Comes Littors Saxonici, Upon the entry of the Saxons, this 
County with Suffolkz fell inthe portion of the Angles, and about the year five hundred fixty one, 
were together exe&ted into a Kingdome by Offa, of whom the ſucceeding Kings were tituled Offines. 
But having ſuffered many Tempeſts of Fortune, it was in the year 870. utterly waſted and extina by 
Hungar and Pubba the Danes, who overthrew the vertuous King Edmund about Thetfort, and aſter 
martyred him at 5. Edmundsbury. Yet they did not long enjoy it : for King Eiward ſhortly recover- 
edit fromthem, and annexed it to his other Kingdomes, The Danes notwithſtanding inhabited a- 
bundantly in theſe parts, ſo that many of our Towns were founded by them, and a great part of our 
people and Gentry are riſen out of their bloud. 

(4) This Kingdome of Eaff- Angles was after allotted to an Earldome of that name by Willian 
the Conquerour g who made Radulph a Britaine, marrying his Kinſwoman, Earle thereof; but gave 
the greateſt parts of this County about MWimonham, Keninghall, Lenn, Burnham, Fulmerſlone, &c. to 
IW. de Albany, Pincerne, and W. de Warranus Forreflario, who to ſtrengthen themſelves ( according to 
the uſe of that time) with the homage and ſervice of many tenants, divided large portions of the 
ſame amongſt their friends and followers; ſo that moſt of the Mannors and Lands in the parts as 
foreſaid, were inthoſe dayes either mediately or immediately holden of one of thetn, And as Nh 
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falke and Suffolke were firſl united ina Kingdome, then inan Earledome, ſo they continued united in 
the Sheriffe-wic&.till about the fiſteenth year of Queen Elizabeth, | 

(6) The Towns here are commonly. well, built, and populous ; three: of them being of that 
worth and quality, as no one ſhire of England hath the like, Norwich, Lynn, and Yarmouth : to which 
for ancient reputation, (as having been a ſeat of the Kings of Eaſt-Angles ) I may adde Therford, 
known to Antoninw, Ptolomy, and elder ages, by the name of Sitomagw, when the other three we. e 
yet in their inſancy, and ofno eſteem: Fox I accept not the Relations of the Antiquity and State of 
Norwichin the time of the Britaines and Saxons, though Alexander Nevil hath well graced them, Her 
very name abridgeth her Antiquity, as having. no other in Hiſtefies but Norwich, which is meer 
Saxon or Daniſh, and ſignificth the North-Torpn or Cofile. It ſe \meth to have riſen out ofthe decay of 
her neighbour Venta, now called Caſtor, and as M. Cambden, noteta, not to have been of mark before 
the entry of the Danes, who in the year 1004. under Swene/their Captaine, firſt ſackt, and then 
durnt it, even in her infancy. Yet inthe dayes of Edward thazConſeſſor it recovered 1320. Burgeſ- 
ſes, But maintaining the cauſe of Earle Radulph aforeſaid againiſt the Conquerour , they were by 
famine and ſword waſted to 560. at which time the Earl eſcaping by ſhip, his wite upon compoſition 
yielded the Caſtle, and followed 1n William Raf time it was grown famous for Merchandiſe and 
concourſe of people; fo that Herber: then tranſlated the Biſhoprick from Therford thitker , made 
each of them an ornament to other. In variety of times it f:lt much variety of Fortune : By fire 
n Anno 1508. By extreame plagues, whereof one in Anni / 1348. was ſo outragious , as 57! 04s 
ate reported to have died thereof between the Calends of Janu;zy and of July, By miſery of war 
was ſacked and ſpoiled by the Earle of Flanders 8nd Hugh Bigod anno 1174. In peeing to Lews the 
French, againfl their natural Lord King Fobn, Anno 1216, By the difinherited Barons, Anro 1266. 
By tumult and infurreQtion between the Citizens and Church-men: once about the year w_ 
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which' if Henyy the third had not come in perſon to appeaſe , the City was in hazard to be ruined 
the ſecond time in Anno 1446. for which the Mayor was depoſed, and their Liberties for a while 
ſeiſed. In Edward the ſixths time, by Kerrs rebellion, whoſe fury chiefly raged againſt this City. 
Since this it hath flouriſhed with the bleſſings of Peace, Plenty, Wealth, and Honour : ſo that 4lexander 
Nevil doubteth not to prefer it above all the Cities of England, except Londow, It is ſituate upon 
the River Hierzs, ina pleaſant valley. but on riſing ground, having on the Eaſt the Hills and Heath 
called Mufold for Muff would, as I take it, In the 17, year of King Stephen it was new founded, and 
made a Corporation. In Edward the firſts time cloled with a fair Wall, ſaving on a part that the 
River defendech. Firſt governed by four Bayliffes; then by Henry the fourth in Ax, 1403. exeQted in- 
toa Majoralty and County; the limits whereof now extend to Eatonbriege. At this preſent it hath 
about thircy Pariſhes, but in ancient time had many more, : 
(6) Lym having been an ancient Borough, under the government of a Bayliffe or Reve, called 
Prepoſitns, was by King John in the ſixth year of his Reign made Liber Burge, and ( beſides the giſt 
of his memorable Cup, which to this day honoureth his Corporation) endowed. with divers fair 
Liberties, King H-nry the thizd in the 17. year of his Reign (in recompence of their ſervice 3 
gainſ1 the out-lawed Barons in the Iſle of Ely) enlarged their Charter, and granted them further, 
to chooſe a Major Loco Prepoſiti: unto whom King Henyy the Eight, in the ſixteenth year of his 
Reigne, added twelve Aldermen, a Recorder, andother Officers, and the bearing of a Sword be- 
fore the Mayor. But the Town coming aſter to the fame Kine, he in the twenty ninth of his 
Reigne, changed their name, ſrom Miior oF Burgenſis Lynn BEpiſcepis, to Maior &F Burgenſes Lynn 


egw. | 
C7) Limouth is the Key of the Coaſt named and ſeated by the mouth of the River Tore. Begun 


inthe time of the Danes, and by ſmall acceſſions growing populous, made a Corporation under 
two 
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two Bayliffes by Ring Henry the third, and by his Charte, about the fifteenth year of his Reigne, 
walled. It isan ancient member of the Ginquz Ports, ye! y we'l built and fortified, having only one 
Church ( but fair and large ) founded by Biſhop Herber) in William Ruſus dayes. It maintaineth a 
Pecr againſt the Sea, at the yearly charge of five hundy/jd pound, or thereabout : yet hath it no 
poſiefions, as other Corporations, but like the children of Jo and Th-rs ; mariz © 4. ventos, as an 
Inquiſitor findeth An. 10, H. 3, There isyearly in September the worthicſt Herring fthing in Europe, 
which draweth great concourſe of people, and maketh the Town much the richer all the year but 
very unſavoury for the time The Inhabitants are ſo courteous, as they have lung held a cuſtome to 
feaſt all perſons of worth, repairing to their Town. Ul | 

(8) The Biſhoprick of Norwich had ficſt her ſeat at Dunwich in Suffol4e, and was there begun by 
Feliz, who converted this County, and the E:ft- Angles tothe Faith, Being brought out of Burgur- 
dy by Sigebert (the firſt Chriſtian King ofthe E2ft- Angles ) he landed at Babingley by Lynn, and there 
builded the firſt Church of theſe Countries, which in his memory , is at this day called by his Name. 
The ſecond he built at Sharneburn then of wood, and therefore called Stock, Chappel. Aiter 
Felis and three of his Succeſſors, this Biſhoprick was g ivided into two Sees 3 the one with eleven 
Biſhops in ſucceſſion, continuing at Dunwich ; the otl.:r with twelve, at Elmhalm in Northfolke. 
Then united again in the time of King Edwin, the entire See for twelve other m—_ remained at 
Elmham, and in the Conquerours time was. by his Chaplains Arfaſt«(being the thirteenth )tranſlated to 
Thetford, from thence by Herbert / his next Succeſſourilave one ) bought of W. Ruſws for 1500. 
pounds, and brought to Norwich, This Hzrbert ( firnamgd Loſmga a Norrizn ) builded the Cathedral 
Church there, and endowed it with large poſſeſſions. Nt far from thence: ke alſo builded another 
Churchto S. LeonarJ, a third at Elmham, a fourth at Lynn, 5, Murgarets, a very taire one) and ap 
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fifth at Taymouth before mentioned. By the Cathedral Church he builded'a Palace for the Biſhops , 
and foundedthe Priory there ( now converted to Dean und Choptor ) and another Priory at Thet- 
ford. Since his time the Biſhops See hath immoveably remained at Norwich, but the ancient Poſſef. 


ſions are ſevered from it, and in lieu thereofthe Abbey and Lands of 5. Benedi& of Holme: annexed 


toit, The Commoditiesof this County I have containedin theſe four Verſes. 


Ingenio & populi culta Norfolcia clara et; 
Hine fluviis ; illinc Inſula clauſa mari; | 
ua ratis, & vel ws, framenta, cuniculus, agnne, 
Lac ſcatet, & piſces, pabula, me[a, crocus. 


__ 


This Deſcription of Norfolk, I received from the Right Worſhipful, 
Sir HENAT SPELMAN Knight. 
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
CHAPTER xvi; 


AMBRIDGE-SHIRFE, lycth bounded upon the North with Lincolne ſhire and Northe 

flke; upon the Eaſt with Nortbfolke and Suffolke ; upon the South with. 1/arrfordjbire and 
Effzx ;. and. upon the Weſt with Bedford and Huntington-ſhrres. | 

C2) This Province is not large, nor for aire. greatly tov be: liked, having the Fens ſo 

ſpread upon her North, that they inſe&t the aire far into the reſt: from whoſe turtheſt point 

unto-Royſtca in the South, are thirty five miles 3 but in the breadeſt is not fully twenty : the whole 

——— traced by the compaſs of her many indents, one hundred twenty and eight 

miles. 
(3) The Soile dcth differ both in aire and commodities, the Fenny ſurcharged with waters : 
the South is Champion, and yicldeth Corn in abundance, with Mezdowing-Paſtwes upon both the 


ſides of the River Came, which divides that part of the Shire in the midſt, upon whoſe Eft. bank. 


the Muſes have built their moſt ſacred Sear, where with plenteous increaſe they have continued for 
theſe many hundred years. Js Ba 

(4) For ſrom ancient Grantceſler, Camboritum by Antonine, now famous Cambridge, the other breſt 
and Narſs.mother of all pious literature, have flowed full fireames of the learned Sciences into all 
other parts of this Land, and elſe where : ancient indeed, if their Story be rightly writ, that will 
have it built by Cantaber a Spaniard, three hundred ſeventy five years before the birth of our Saviour, 
who thither firſt brought and planted the Myer, This City Grantceſter by the tyranny oftime loſt both 
her own beauty and - rolefſed Athenian Students, fo that in Beda's days, ſeven hundred years 
aſter the Word became fleſh , it is deſcribed to lie alittle deſolate City, and as yet retaineth ths name, 


without any memory of circuit by walls, ol 
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
.Ofthis City, in the year of. Chriſt Fefus 1 41. as the Monk of Barton doth repoxt, nine Scholars 
receivedtheir Baptiſm, and became Preachers of the:Goſpel among the Britain? z which ( as he 
faith) m__—_—_ in the Reign of Hadrian the Emperour, But when the PiQs, Scots, Hunnes and Sax- 
ons had laid all things waſte, and with their ſavage ſwords cut out the leaves of all civil learning , 
this asthe reſt yielded to deſtruction, and fo lay forlorn till the Saxons themſelves became likewiſe 
civil ; when Sigebert the firſt Chriſtian King of the Eaſt-Angler, from the example of France , whither 
he had been banithed, built Shcsols in his Kingdome, and here at Granceſter the chief, recalling thi- 
ther the Proſe{fors of Arts and. Sciences, as the Story recc 'deth, and; Traditions do hold. 

But aſter wards, as it ſeemeth, their increaſe being Lraightned, the Students complained ( as the 
Prophets did'to Eſha) that the place was too little for them to dwell in, therefore enlarging more 
North-ward, ſeated themſelves near unto-the Bridge,w!;ereupon the place began to be called Grant- 
bridge,. though others from the crooked River Came ;will have it named Czmbridge. This place 
( though ſacred and exempted from Mars, as Sa once ſpake, when he ſpared Athens, ) the Danes 
in their deſtcutions regarded no whit,. wherein th: y often wintered after their ſpoyls,. and leſt the 
ſcars of their ſavage ſores eyer behind them And inthe year 1010, when Suen in his fierceneſs 
bare down all betore him, this place was no place for Stholays to be in: Worres loud Alarunm ill 
conforting the uſes mild Harmonies. Yet when the Normans had got the Garland on their heads, 
ang theſe Daniſh [Zormes turned into Sun-ſhine dayes, Giflzbert the Monke, with Odo, Terrics, and Wil- 
liam, all three of the like Monaſiical Profeſſion, in the R:ign of King Henry the Firſt, reſorted unto 
this place, and ina publick Barne read the LeFures of Gr:immar, Logicks, and Rhetoricke, and Gi/lebert. 
Divinitie upon the Sabbath and teſtival dayes. From.ths 4tle Fountain ( faith Peter Bleſſenſis ) grew. 

a great River, which made all Rngland fruitful, by the man, Maſters and Teachers proceeding out of Cam- 


bridge, 8 out of a holy Paradiſe of Gad, The firſt Cofedge:*1crein endowed with Profeſſions was airf 
wo! ic a 
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


bouſe,built by Hugh Ba!ſham Biſhop of Ely, in the year of Grace, 1284. whoſe godly example many 
others followed, fo that at this day there are ſixteen moſt ately Colledges and s ; for building, 
beauty, endowments,and ſtore of Students ſo repleniſhed, that unleſs it be in her other ſider Oxford, 
the like are not found in all Ewope. 

; But at what time it was made an Univerſity, let Robert ds Remyngton tell you for me. In the Reigne 
( faithhe) of King Edward the firſt, Grantbridge, of a School, by the Court of Rome, was made an Univer- 
ſity, ſuch 4 Oxtord #, Laſtly,the Meridian Line Cutting the Zenith over this _ is diſtant from the 
furtheſt Weſt point, according to Mercator, 20, degrees, 50. ſcruples, and the Arch of the ſame Meri- 
dian, lying between the Aiquator and Vertical point, is 52. degrees, 20. ſcruples. 

(5) Another City formerly in great ſame is Ely, had in account for the repute and holineſs of 
Votary Nuns there reſiding : built firſt by Audry, wiſe to one Tombrot a Prince in this Province, who 
had this place as a part ofher D_ : ſhe having departed from her ſecond Husband Egbert King 
of Northumberland, devoted her ſelf to the ſervice of God, and built here a Monaftery, whereof 
ſhe became the firſt Abbeſs. This in the Daniſh defolations was deſtroyed, but ſoon after re-edified by 
Ethelwood Biſhop of Wincheſtzr, who ſtored it with Monkes; unto whom King Edgar granted the 
Juriſdition over four Hundreds and a half, within theſe Fennes and the Fef# Angles limits, which 
to this day are called The liberties of S. Audrey : after whoſe example many Nobles fo enriched it with 
large Revenues, that as Malmes bury ſaith, The Abbot theresf laid up yearly in hs own Coffors a thouſand and 
four hunered pounils, And of later times the Monkzs thereof became ſo wealthy, that their old decay- 
ed Church they renewed with new and moſt ately buildings, which is now the Cathedral of the 
Duoceſs, and for beauty giveth place to no other inthe Land. Eight other foundations ſet apart from 
ſ-cular uſe in this Province, were at Thorney, Chorteres, Denny, Elſey, Beach, Barnwell, Swaſey, and 


Shengey, all which in the dayes of King Henry the Eight came to the period of their ſurpaſiing wealth, 
and le:t theix Lands to the diſpoſe of his Will, (6)The 
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C6) The geucral commodity of this Shire is Corn which in the South and Champion-part' doth 
abundantly grow, as alſo Saffrona very rich Spice, gSome Woods there are, and Poſture both pleaſant 
and profitable. The North part thereof is Fennyþbut withal ſruitful, whereof Hemy of Hunting- 
ton, and William of Malmesbury thys do. write': Thy Fenny Countrey is paſſing rich and plenteozy, yea, 
and bountiful alſo to behold, wherein «ſa great ftore of fiſh, that ſtrangers do wonder, and water fowle ſo cheap, 
that five men may therewith be ſatafizd with leſs than an balf-penny- | | | | 

(7) Places of ancient note in this Shire are theſegghe Erminſireet-way, which upon the lower. Weſt 

arts of this Gounty, thorow: Roiftop, runneth fortF xight unto Huntington. And from Reach a Mar- 
Let-Town ſanding near to the River Came, a great Ditch and Trench is caft all along New- Marker- 
Heath, which for the wonder recejved thereatyis of! ie vulgar called The Devils Ditch, being in truth 
made for a deſence againſt the Dvcians by the Eaſi, #ngles, whoſe Kingdome it inverged. The Gep 
magog Hills near Cambridge retain.the remembrance gf the Dyniſb Station, where as yet on their tops 
is _ a Rampier, Axengthned with athree-fold Tr 
ty Tale. | | S——_ Ke 1s | | | 
78) This Shire is divided into ſeventeen Hundreds, wherein are ſeated cight Market-Towns, 
and hath been ſirengthened with ſeven-Caſlles, and God divinely honoured* in one hundred ſixty 
three Pariſh Churches, cy | ha © | 


, whereof Gervaſe of Tilbury tells many 8 pret- 
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HERTFORDSHIRE. 
CHAPTER XIX. 


ER TFORD-SHIRE is bordered up: n the North with Bedford and Cambridge ſhires ; 
upon the Evf?, is altogether bounded by }-fewz3 upon the South, is confined with Middleſes; 
and her Weft butteth upon Buc&:;ngham an, 'Bedford-ſhires. 
(2) The forme thereof 1s ſomewhat ciri-zlar, with many indents to fetch in thoſe Towns 
that are diſperſedly ſtragled into her nex' Shire ; whereof Roiſton and Totteridge are the two 
extreams from North to South, betwixt whom in af, aight drawn line are twenty ſeven Englyh miles, 
and from Putnam Weſtward, to Cheſton Nunnery int > Eaſt, are twenty eight 3 the whole circumſe- 
rence, about an hundred and thirty miles. & 

(3) The aire is temperate, ſweet, and healthfuljas ſeated in a Climate neither too hot, nor tov 
cold: the ſoile is rich, plenteous, and delightful, yielding abundance of Corn, Cattle, Wood, and Graſs, 
deſtitute of nothing that miniſtreth profit or p!eaſyaes ſor life, which are more augmented by the ma- 
ny Rivers that ariſe and run thorow this Shire, watering her own and others, till they empty them- 
ſelves into the Sea. 

(4) Herancient Inhabitants in the time ofthe Romans were the Catticuchlanians or Caſſians , and 
the Trinobantes, as their Writers declare, and in the Heprarchy was p fcfſed by the E:ft. Saxons, ex» 
cepting ſome ſm? portion thereof, that the Mer ®an Kings enjoyed. The Danes alſo in their over- 


runnings , ſought to ſtay themſelves in this Sh, and at Fare ( then Weare) pitched down their 

xeſt and hoye : for paſſing the Lea in their light Pinnaces and Shallops, raiſed therein a F.yr, which 

maugre the Engliſh they kept, until that by the wiſe policy of King Elfred, that Riviver was parted in- 
| " ' os L 
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| HER TEORD-SHIRE. 
to more running ſtreames, whereby their Ships periſhed, and they intercepted both of proviſion and 
further ſupply. * 


(5) The Romanes before them made Verolanium in this Shire their greateſt for account, which. 


in Nero's time was a Municipal, as Ninics in his Catalegue of Cities doth call it, or as Tacitzs, a Free 
Towns ſacked by Boduo that ever ceternized Quesn of the Icenians, when ſeventy thouſand of the 
Romans and Crnghdncs by her revenging ſword periſhed : the ſite and circuit whereof , in this Card 
we have ſct aceording to our view and meaſure there taken : whoſe magnificence for Port and lately 


ArchiteQare, were found by ker large and arched Paults in the dayes of King Edgar, which were- 


digged into and caſt down by Elred and Edmer, Abbots of 5, Albanes, for that they were the recepta. 
clesand lurking holes of Whoores and Theeves: the ruines of which, have raiſed the beauty of her 
ſurviving and fair S. Albanes, where Offa the great Mercian, in great devotion, built a moſt ately 
Monaſtery , whoſe Church yet landing, retaineth the aſhes of many Nobles, there flain in the quar. 
rel of _—— ; and a Font of ſolid Braſs brought out of Scoland by Sr, Richard Lea,from the 
ſiege of Leeth. 


(6) Many other Towns, both for Commerce, lately Buldings, and of ancient Record, this 


Shire affordeth, whereof Hertford , though the Shire Town, is not the richeſt; the paſſage thorow 
Wore hath leſt her ways ſo untrodden : to prevent which, in former times that River at Wire was 
chained vp, and the Bayliff of Hertford had the cuſtody of the Key: which howſoever they have loft, 
yet hath the Torn gotten her Governour to be preferred from the name of a Bayliffe unto a Mayor, 
aſſiſted with nine Burgeſs, a Recorder, and two Sergeants their Attendants... Herein a Caſtle, for ſitu- 
ation pleafant, for Trench, W-Ds, and Rrver, ſufficiently fenced, was lately ſeen ; but marked to de. 
Ainy as rhe Town to decay , hath found the hand of Fortune to overmatch her ſtrength, and to cui- 
nate the Priory, S. Nicholas, and S. Maries Churches, beſides a Cel. of S, Albanes Monkes, that therein 
were 
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HERTFORD-SHIRE. 


were ſeated. The like fate falls unto Henſled, and her faire Caſtle, wherein Richard King of the Ro. 
mans left his life. Yet Langley isgraced both inthe birth of Prince Edmund the fifth ſon to King Edward 
the third, and the burial of Richard the ſecond that: unſortunate King, who in the Cc]! of Friers 
Preachers was there firſt buried, but afterwards remoyed and enſhrined at Weſtminſter, And in ano- 
ther Longley, near the Eaſt from thence, was born that Pontifical Brea&-ſpeare, Biſhop of Rome, known 
by the name ofHadrian the fourth, (and famous for his ſlirrup-holding by Frederickthe Emperour) whoſe 
breath was laſtly Nopped by a Flie that flew into his mouth, + 

(7) The civil Battles that in this Shire have been fought;in the Mop it ſe are inſerted,and therefore 
here omitted, but the more ancient remembred unto us by Oifter-bi] near 5. Albanes, whom the ju- 
dicious Cambden ſuppoſeth to have been the Campe of Oftorizs the ſecond Lienterant, and Subduer of 
great CaraQacys 3 as alſo ſeven imall round Hills betwixt Stevennedge and Knebworth, in which arc 
ſuppoſed ſome Romane Souldiers to lic buried. 

(8) Religious Houſes built and ſuppreſſed, the chieſeft for account in this Shirs, were S.Albaner, 
Royſtone, Ware, Sopwel, Langley, beſides them at Herzſord, whom Beda calls Herudford : which Cities 
graduation is diſtant and removed from the Equator 52, degrees, 5.4ninutes of Latitude, and ſet from 
the firſt point of the We/?, according to Mercator, in the 2K degree 29.minutes of Longitude. The Earl- 
domes whereof, were enjoyed onely by thoſe two honourable Families , whoſe atchievements we 
have alſo therein expreſſed. | 

(9) This Counties diviſion is into eight Hundreds, wherein are ſeated eighteen Morker- Torn, and 
one hundred and twenty Poriſh-Churcher, 
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BEDFORDSHIRE. 


CHAPTER XX. ; Hs 


E DEORD-SHIRE, ſcatedin the South Eaſtof this 1/land,is a plain and champion Cour. 
try, and lyeth bounded upon the North with Huntington-ſhirez upon the Eaſt with Cambridge 
and Hartford ſhires 3 upon the South with Hertford and-Buckingham-Jhires ; and upon the Wefl 
with Backingham and Northampton Shires., "$ 
(z) The form thereof is ſomewhat oval,and not very large : for from Tilb-oke in the North 
unto Studham in the South, are but twenty four Engliſh miles; and from Turny in the Weſt, unto 
_ Coking inthe Eaſt, are not fully fourteen the whole in Circumference , about ſeventy three 
niles, 
C:) Theaireis temperate, and the Soile bourtteous, eſpecially in the North, whoſe Borders the 
fruitful Ouſe with her many windings watereth, The Southis more lean, and with greater induſicy 
bringeth forth Barley, no better elſewhere» Generally this County is Champion, though ſome places 
be ſprinkled with Paſturage and Woods. | 
(4 'The ancient Inhabitants known to the Romans,that heldin this Shire, were part ofthe Cattieuch.. 
lani, a ſtout and war-flirring people : and yet upon the" report of Ceſurs proceeding, ſent him their 
fubjeRion for peace. But when that conquering Nation had Hrought Britain into a Province under 
Rome, their Legions lay at Selenae and Magintum, which are n{ w Sandy and Dunſtable, places of me- 
morable note in this Shire. After them the Saxons coveting,; pr ſo fair a Seat,. firſt diſpoſſeſſed the 
Britsines, under the leading of Cuthwulfe the Weſt» Sazon, aboufh the year of Grace, 572. who making 
It theix own, waslaſtly enjoyed by the Mercjans, as a part of their Kingdome, FE 
' 1 | S) tl 
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(5) In the year of Chriſts Incarnation 1399. immediately before thoſe Civil Wars, that get in 
pieces the peace of this Land, between the Princes of Lancaſter and Zork, the River Ouſe near unto 
Harrod, ſtood ſuddenly ill, and refrained to paſs any further z [> that forward, men paſſed three 
miles together on foot in the very depth of her Channel ; and backward, the waters ſwelled untoa 
goeat hang : which was obſerved by the judicious, to foretel ſome unkind divifion that ſhortly 

ould ariſe. 

(6) This Eounty, among the common calamities of the Land, when it lay trampled under the 
feet of the Danes, ſuſlained a part : and after that, in the time of King Stephen, when the Civil Wars 
thundred betwixt Maud the Empreſs and himſelt, the Shire- Town was fore waſted, with great 
laughter of men : So when the Barons forfook their allegiance to King John, the Town and Caſtle 
were rendred up into their hands: and laſtly, by King Henry the third, laid level even with the 
ground, ſome ruinous walls appearing towards the Ouſe, but not a ſtone left upon the Mount where 
good his foundation, 

(7) This Town by the Byitaines was called Lzttiduy;z and of us, Bedford ; being the chieſeſl in 
the County, from whom it taketh the name, and is mo} fruitful, and pleaſantly ſeated, having t 
Ouſerunning thorow the Town in the middeſt, and a faire Stone. bridge built over the fame, where- 
oN are two Gates to lock and impeach the paſſage, as occaſion ſhall ſerve. At the fir} entrance 
ſtandeth S. Leonards Hoſpital for Lazars: and further towards S. Fohns, and S- Meries Churches, 
within the Town, S- Pauls a moſt beautiful Church, $. Cuthhertr, and S. Peters: without the 
Town flandeth the Eriers, 5. Loyesr, Alhallower, -and Caudwell 4bbey : not far whence, ſometimes 
ſtood a Chappel upon the Banke of Ouſe, wherein ( as Florileges affirmeth) the body of Offa the 
great Mercien King was interred, but by the over-fwelling of that River, was born down , and 

(wallowed up ; whoſe Tombe of Lead ( asit were ſome phantaſttical thing .) appeared often m_ 
t 
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that ſeek it not, but to them that ſeck it ( ſaith Roſe) it is inviſible, This Town is governed year- 
ly by a Major, two Bailyffes , two Chamberlaines, a Recorder, a Toip-Clerk, and three Sergeants with 
dcere 

(8) Ataleof vain credit is reported of Dunſtable, that it vas built ts bridle the outragiouſneſs 
of atheefe named Dun, by King Henyy the ficſ}: but certain it s the place was formerly held by the 
Romans, whoſe Legions there lay, as appeareth by the coynesghere uſually found, which from Ma- 
gintum axe corruptly called Madning-monep. * || = 

(6) Caflles in this Shire are Woodhill, Eaton, Temsford, and 4mphill, an honour now. appertaining to 
the Crown. And places of Religion, built by devout perſons, but ſor Kolatrozs Abuſes again abo- 
liſhed, were at Bedſord, Harwood, He!enflow, Newenham, Chicksd, Wardon, Woborne, and Dunſtable. 
All theſe, with their like, felt the hand of Henry the cight to lie ſo heavy upgn them, that they were 
not able to ſuſtain the weight, but were cruſhed to pieces, and fell to the ground. : 

(10) The Graduation of this County, taken for the Shire- Towne, is placed from the Equator in the 
degree of 52. and 30. minutes for Latitude, and is removed romthe firſt Weſt point of Longitude, 
20, degrees, and 16. minutes. | 

(11) Whoſe Princely Families that have born the Titles heth of Dukgs and Eavles, are expreſſed 3 
and whoſe Counties diviſion are into nine Hundreds, wherein are ſeated ten Maxket-Towns, and 
one hundred and ſixteen Pariſh-Churches, _ \ 
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
CHAPTER XXL 


UCKINGH AM, for the plenty of Beech-tvees there growing, and thoſe in the elder time 
of the Saxzns called Bucken, may well be ſuppoſed * 5m them to have the name, as afterwzrd 
the whole Shire had hers from this Town Buckirgh: . 
(2) In forme it fomewhat reſembletha Lyon Rair -;int, whoſe head or North-point touch- 
eth the Counties of Northampton and Bedford 3; who {back or Eaſt part is backed by Bedford 
and Hetford:ſhires : his lonies or South- borders reſt upon 14-ſhire, and h's breaſt the Welt-ſide is 
butted upon wholly by Oxfordſhire. The length thereof fan Wanbury in the South, to Braidfie!d in 
her North, are thirty nine miles ; the breadth at the broade, ſrom Aſhridge in the Eaſt, to Bren- 
_ Forreſt in the Well, are eighteen 3 the whole in Cagtumicrence one hundred thirty cight 
MICS, F  K 
(3) The aire is pafſiug good, temperate and pleaſant, yielding the body health, and the minde 
content. The ſoile is rich, fat, and fruitful, giving abundance of Corn, Grafs., and Meat. © It is 
chieflydivided into two parts by the Chiltren hills, which ruyKhorow this Shire in the middeſt, and be- 
fore time were ſo peſtered with Beech, that they were altogether unpaſſable, and became a receptacle 
and refuge for Theeves, who daily endamaged the way-faring man for which cauſe Laeſtan abbot 
of S. Albans cauſed them to be cut down: ſince when thoſe parts are paſſable, without any great in 
combrances of trees; trom whoſe tops, a large and moſt pleaſant proſpe& is ſeen. The Vale beneath 
is plain and champion, a clayie ſoile, Niffe, and rough, but withall marvelous fruitful, naked of 
woods, but abounding in meadowes, paſtures, and tillage, 'mad maintaining an infhnite number of 
ſheep, whoſe ſoft and fine flecces are in great eſteem with the Tikes as far as Aſia, 


. (4) The 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

(4) The ancient Inhabitantsthat ere ſcared in this Shire, were the Canteuchlan? , mentione1 by 
Protomy, and them diſperſed thorow the Traft of Bedford, Hertford, and this. Theſe yielded them- 
ſelves with the firſt to Ceſar under the Romanes ſubj ion, whoſe over worn Empire ending 1N 
Britaine, the Saxons by firong hand attained this Province, and made it a part of their Mercian Ki ng- 
dome : yet was it firft ſubdued unto them by Cherdike the We? Si22m, whoſe memory is in part contis 
nued in the Town Cherſey, upon the Weſt of this County, where in a ſharp and bloudy battel he 
was Victor over the Britaines, So alſo Cuthwulfe a Weſt-Saxon at Alesbury in the year of Grace 592+ 
overcame the Britaines, and bare down all things before himz yet no ſooner was their Weptarchy 
wained, and their Monarchy able to land alone, but that the Danes, before their ſtrength and growth 
was confirmed, waxed upon them and they net able in ſo weak a hand to hold faſt that weight of 
greatneſs they had ſo graſped, gave place to their Conquerors, who did many harmes in this Pro- 
vince: for inthe year 914. the Daves furiouſly raged as far as Brenwood, were they deſtroyed the 
City Burgh, the ancient ſcat of the Romanes, afterwards a royal houſe of King Edward the Confe/or, 
which they utterly deſtroyed. 

(5) The Shire-Town Buckingham, fruitfully ſeated upon the Rives Ouſe, was fortified with a 
Rampire, and Sconces on both bankes, by King Edward the elder, ſaith Marianw the Scottiſh Wri- 
ter; wherein the heart ofthe Town hath ſtood a ſtrong Caſtle, mounted upon a high hill, which 
long fince was brought to tHe period ofher eſtate z now nothing remaining beſides the ſignes, that 
there ſhe had ood, The River circulates this Town on every {ide, that onely on the North ex- 
cepted, over which three fair ſtone-bridges lead, and into which the Springs of a Well run, called 
S. Rumalds, a child. faint born at Kings-Sutton, canonized, and in the Church of this Town en- 
ſhrined, with many conceited miracles and cures: ſuch was the hap of thoſe times, to produce 
Saints of all-ages and ſexes, This Town is governed by a Baylifle, and twelye principal Burgelſess 
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and is in the degree removed from the firſt point of the Weſt for Lonfitude 19, 33, ſcruples, and the 
North- pole elevated in Latitude for the degree of 52, 18. ſcruples. | 

($5) A Town of ancient note is Stony Stratford, the Romans Laftorodum,being built upon that anci- 
ent Cauſey-way which is called Watling Street, where remaine the markes thereofeven unto this day. 
At this place Bdward the elder topped the paſſage of the Danes, whilſt he firengthened Torceſfer againſ 
them: and herein, King Edward the eldeſt ſince the Conqueſt, reared a beautiful Croſs, in memory of 
Eleaner his dead Queen, as he did in every place where her Corps reſted, from Herdby in Lincoln- Naive, 
till it was reccived and buried at W:tminfler q 

(7) Places intended for Gods true worſhip, built by devout perſons, and ſequeſtred from world- 
ly imployments, were at Launden, Luffeld, Bidleſdon, Bradrpel, Nothey, Ankerne, Miſſenden, Tn 
Patrendune, Asbridge, and Alesbury : Asbridge in great repute for the bloud ( ſuppoſed out of Chriſts 
ſides ) brought out of Germany by Henry the eldeſt ſon of Richard King of the Romanes, and Earle of 
Cornwall, whereunto reſorted great concourſe of people for deyotion. and adoration thereof. But. 
when the Sunſhine of the Goſpel had pierced thorow ſuch clouds of darkneſs, it was perceived 
apparently to be onely honey clarified and coloured with Saffron, as was openly ſhewed at Pauls 
Croſs by the Biſhop of Rocheſter, the twenty fourth of February, and year of Chriſt 1538. And 
Alesbury for the holineſs of S. Edith was much frequented, who having this Toivn allotted for her 
Dowry, bad the world and her husband farewel, in taking upon her the vail of devotion, and in 
that fruitful age of Saints became greatly renowned, even as/ far as to the working of miracles. 
Theſe allin the ſlormes and rage of the time, ſuffered ſuch ſhipwrack, that from thoſe turmoiled 


oy » theix Merchandiſe light in the right of fuch Lords as made them their own tos wreacks in- 
ced, | 
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($) With four Caſlles this Shire hath been firengthened, and thorow eleven Market-Towns her 
Commodities traded ; being divided, for ſervice to the Crown and State, into eight Hundreds , and 
in them are ſeated one hundred fourſcore and five Parifh- Churches, 


FP ARTD" TE © F' oth.” 
W.A | ic 
_ Aul 


F 
" 
»” 


WIC ET 
SHIRE = 
Wo « FEM 5rd _'Ws: 
BueniYode cs it I, 
Parr King han mg. GE 
Chad i. | WoodſtoRy 
OF* 


es VE 


I © Foro! ox 
, £7 gpyeeD ; 


Redin 19.38 


-_ 
- 
- 
TY” exile 


OXFORD-ESHIRE. 


CHAPTER XX[1. 


K FORD-SHIR Ereeceiveth her name from that famous Univerſity, and moft beautiful 
City Oxford, and this of the Frord of Oxon, fay our Engliſh Sexons ; though Leiland upon a 
ground of conjeQure will have it Ow*ford, from the River Ouſe(by the Latine, called Iz ) 
which giveth name likewiſe to the adjoyning 1/land Ouſney, The North point of this Shire is 
bordered npon by the Countics of Warwick and Northampton, the Eaft with Buckingham, the Weſt by 
Gloceſterſhire,and the South altogether is parted from Bark;ſhire by Thamiſ#,the Prince of Britiſh Rivers, 

(2) The bleſſings both of the ſweet-breathing heavens, and the fruitful ſite of this Counties 
ſoile, are ſo happy and fortunate, that hardly can be ſaid whether exceeds. Theaire milde, tempe- 
rate and delicate; the Land fertile, pleaſant, and bounteous 3 in a word, both Heaven and Earth ac- 
corded to make the Inhabitants healthful and happy : Thehills loaden with Woods and Cattle, the 
valleys burthened with Corn and Paſturage, by reaſon of many freſh ſpinging Rivers which ſport. 
ingly there-thorow make their paſſage 3 whereof Evenlod, Charwell, Tama and Iſs are chiet: which 
two laſt making their Bed of Marriage near unto Dorchefter, run thence together in one channel and 
name. 

(3) The length of this Shire is from Cleydon in the North weſt, unto Caverſham in her South-Eaff, 
near unto Thamiſs, and amounteth almoſt to forty miles ; the broadeſt part isin her Weſtern Borders, 
which extending from the ſaid Clogoe inthe North, unto Foringdon ſeated upon the River Iſs in. the 
South, are ſcarcely twenty fix : and thence growing narrower like unto a Medge, containing in cir- 
curmferenceabour one hundred and thirty miles. . 

i (4) The 
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OXFORDSHIRE. 
( 4) The ancient Inhabitants known to the Romanes,. where the Dobuni, part wereof poſſeſſed 
further Weſternly into Gl ocefter-ſhire; and nearer Eaftward, betwixt the bowing of Thamiſ , were + 
ſeated the Ancalites, who ſent their ſubmufion unto Fuliss Ceſar, when report was made that the Tri- 
nobantes had put themſelves under his proteQtion z whe 'eof followed the Briraines ſervitude under the 
proud yoke of the all-coveting Romans : yea,afterwayds this Counties people , being-very puiſſant 
(as Tacits termes them) and unſhaken by wars, with&10d Oftorizs Scapula the Romano Lieutenant, 
choſing rather to yield their lives in-battle, than their /'\erſons to ſubje&tion. Of later times it was 
poſſeſſed by the Mercian Sazons, as part of their Ringd me, though ſometimes both the Wef# Saxons 
andthe Northumbrians had the diſpoſe'ol ſome part t f: ſor Beda affirmeth that King Oſwold gave 
the then flouriſhing City Doreheſ{er unto Berinaw the Weſt Saxons Apoſile, to be his Epiſcopal See : 
whence the good Biſhop coming to Omford, and preacting before Wulpberzs the Zrcian King ( in 
whoſe Court Athelweld the Sourh-Saxens heatheniſh ey. kr then preſent) he with all his Nobles 
were converted to the Faith of Chriſt, and there baptized, whereby Berinas; became the Apoſile alſo 
ofthe South Saxons. | fl | 
(5) Other places of memorable note, either for ations therein happening,or fortheir own famous 
eſteem, are the RoÞ-rich-Fones, fanding neer unto Enj bom in the South ot this Shire, a monument 
of huge ſtones, ſet round in compaſs, in manner of the Stonchenges of which, fabulous tradition 
hath reported forſooth, thatthey were metamoryhoſ 9 from men, but in truth were there erctted. 
upon ſome great viQtory obtained, cither by, or again}' Rolo the Dane, who in the year 876. entred 
Ergland, and in this Shire fought two Battles, one nee; unto Hoch-Norton, anda fecond at the Sciers 

Stane, | 
(6) Rodcot likewiſe remaineth as a monument \f Ozſods high-ſlyled Earle, but unfortunate 
Prince, Robert de Vere, who beſides the Kaxldome, wa exeated by King Richord the ſecond, Mar- 
' que,s 
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que of Dublin, and Duke of Ireland : but at that Bridge, diſcomfited in fight by the V'obles, and forced 
to ſwim the River, where began the downfal of his high mounted fortunes 3 for be:ng driven forth 
of his Country,laſtly died in exile and diſtreſſed eſtate. But more happy is this County in producing 
far more glorious Princes, as King Edward the Conſefſor , who in Iſlip was born E'ward the viftori- 
ous black Prince, in Woodſtnck and in Oxford, that warlike Cur de Lion, King Richard the firft , the 
ſon of King Henry the ſecond, firſt took breath. | 

(7) Which City is, and long hath been the glorious ſeat of the Muſes, the Briciſh 4th-nr, and 
learnings well ſpring, from whoſe living Fountain the wholſome waters of all good literature 
fireaming pleateouſly, have made fruitful all other parts of this Realme, and ines glory among 
all Nations abroad. Antiquity avoucheth, that this place was conſecrated unto the ſacred Sciences 
in the time of the Old Byitaines, and that from Gree4-l:d, a Town in Wilt ſhire, the Academy 
was tranſlated unto Oxford as unto a Plant plot, both more pleaſing and fruitful : whereto accord. 
eth the ancient Burl£: and Nechan, this latter alſo all-dging Merlin. . But when the beauty of the 
Land lay under the Saxons prophane feet , it ſuſtained a part of thoſe common calamities, having 
little reſerved to uphold its former glory, fave onely the famous monument of S, Frideſwids Virgin 
Conqueſt 3 no other School thenleſt ſtanding beſides her Monaſtery: yet thoſe great blaſts, toge. 
ther with other Daniſh ſtormes, being well blown over, King Elfred that learned and religious Mo« 
narch, recalled the exiled Muſes to their ſacred place, . and built there three goodly Colledges for the 
Qudies of Divinity, Philoſophy, 2nd other Arts of humanity , ſending thither his own ſon Ethel, 
ward, and drew thither the young Nobles from all parts of his Kingdome. The firſt Reader there«= 
of was his ſuppoſed brother Neote, a man of great learning, by whoſe direQtion King Elfred was al- 
together guided inthis his goodly foundation. At which time alſo, 4/frezx Menevenſis, a writer of: 
thoſe times afſaires, read the Grammer and Rhetorick, and affirmeth,, that long before them, Gilay 
Melia 
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Melkin, Ninizs, Kentigern, S, German, and others, ſpent there their lives in learned Qudies. Brom 
which time that it continued a Seedpfor of learning {j11 the Naman Conqueſt, Ingulphas recordeth, 
who himſelf then lived, No marvel then if Matthiw Pars calleth Ozford, the ſecond School of 
Chriſtendome, and the very chief Pillar of the Cat} vlick Church. Ard in the Council holden*at 
Vienna, it was ordained, that in Par#, Oxford, Bono) jz, and Salamanca, the onely Univerſities then 
in Europe) ſhould be ereQted Schooles for the HebreÞ, Greek, Arabick, and Caldean tongues, and 
that Oxford ſhould be the general Univerſity ſor all Bglard, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales: which point 
was likewiſe of ſrch weight with the Council of cnlence: that from this prec<dent of Oxford Uni- 
verſity, it was concluded, that the Engliſh NationFwas not onely to have precedence of Spain in 
2!! General Councils,but was alſo to be held equal with France it ſelf. By which high prerogatives 
this of ours hath alwayes ſo flouriſhed, that in the dayes of King Henry the third, thirty thauſand 
Students were therein reſident,as Archbiſhop Armachanus ( who then lived_) hath writ, and Riſhar- 
ger (then alſo living) fheweth, that tor all the civii wars which hindred ſuch places of quiet fludy, 
yet 150co. Students were there remaining, whoſe names( ſaith ke ) were entered in Matricula. in 
the marriculation book. About which time, J-bn Baljol ( the Father cf Ba/iot, King of Scots ) built a 
c olledpe, yet bearing his name, Arro 126g. end Walter Merton Biſhop of Rocheſter, that which is 
now. called Merton Coffedge 3 both of them beautified;with buildings, and enriched with lands, *r.d 
were the firſt endowed Celledges for learning in all Cariflendome, And at this preſent there ove ſve 
teen Coledges (beſides anotker newly builced ) ib eight Eci!s, 2nd many moſt faire Collegiate 
Churches, 1 zdorned with moſt lately buildings,jend enriched with preat encowments, noble 
Libraries, and mcſi learned Graduates of all proſe ms, that unleſs it be her ſiſter Caribridge, the 
ctHer nurſing breaſt of this Land, treLkeis nct found again in the world. This City is fo ho- 
noured with an Epiſcopal See, As for the Cte there cf, it 18 removed from the Equator in the &-o7<e 
[._ 52, 
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52 and one minute, 2nd from the Weſt by Mercators meaſure, 19. degrees, and 20, minutes, 

(8) As this County is happy in the poſſeſſion of ſo famous an Academy, fo it is graced with moſ} 
Princely Palaces appertaining to the Engliſh Crown, whereof Woodſtoc&is the moſt ancient and mag- 
nificent, built to that glory by King Henyy the firſt, and enlarged with a Labyrinth of many wind- 
ings by King Henry the ſecond, to hide from his jealous Juno, his intirely beloved Concubine Roſa. 
mond Clifford, a Damoſel of ſurpaſſing beauty ; where not withſtanding, followed by a clew of ilk 
that ſell from her lap, ſhe was ſurpriſed and poyſoned by Queen Eleanor his wife, and was firſt buri- 
edat Godſtow Nunnery, inthe midſt of the quire, under a Hearſe of ſilk, ſet about with lights, whom 
Hugh Biſhop of Lincolne C thinking it an unfit objeRt for Virgins devotion _) cauſed to be removed 
into the Church-yard : but thoſe chaſt ſiſters iked ſo well the memory of that kind Lady, as that 
her bones they tranſlated again into their Chappel, 

Benſington is another of his Majefties Mannors, built by Wiliam de la Pole,Duke of: Suffolk , but now 
in negle& through the annoyance ariſing from the waters or mariſhes adjoyning. Houſes built ſor 
Cevotion, and for abuſe ſuppreſſed and again put down, the chief in account were Eniſham, Oſney, 
Bruern, Godſtow, Burcheſter, ar:d Tame, beſides S. Frideſwides, and very many other lately Houſes of 
Religion inthe City, 

I he Diviſion of this Shire is into fourteen Aundreds, wherein are ſeated ten MarketsTowns, and 
two'hundred and fourſcore Pariſh-Churches, ; 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 


LOCESTER SHIRE, lieth bordered upon the North with Worceſter & Warwick-ſhives, 
upon the Eaſtwith Ozford and Wilt-ſhires, upon the South altogether with Somerſer-ſhire, 

and upon the Weſt with the River Wye and Hertford: ſhire, = =. 
(2) Thelength thereof extended om Briſtow upon the River Avonin her South,unto 
Clifford upon another Avon in her North, are about forty eight miles3- and her broadeſt part from Eaſt 
to Weſt, is from Lechlad unto Preſton, containing twenty eight : the whole circumference about one 

Hugdred thirty eight miles. : 

| The Form whereof is ſomewhat long and narrory : the Air thereof is pleaſant , ſweet, and 
dele&tadiezand for fruitſulneſs of Soyl hear Malmesbwy , and not mes The ground of this Shire 
throughout?ſ:ith he yieldeth plenty of Corn,and bringeth forth abundance of Fruits;the one through 
thenatarsl goodneſs only of the ground, the other through the diligent manuring and tillage,in ſuch 
wiſc,thatit would provoke the lazieſt perſon to take pains. Here you may ſee the Bigh-ways, and 
'Common Lanes clad with Apple-trees and Pear-tzees, not ingraffed by the induſlry of mens hand, 
but growing naturally of their own accord:the ground of it ſelf is ſo inclined to bar fruits,and thoſe 
Both in taſte and beauty far exceeding others,and will endure until a new ſupply come. There is not 
any Country in England ſo thick ſet with Vineyards as this Province is, ſo plentiful of increaſe, and 
{> pleaſant in Taſte. The very Wines made thereof carry no unpleaſant tartneſs, as deing little inferi- 
our in ſweet Verdure to the French Wines 3#he houſes are innumerable, the Churches paſſing fair, and 
he, Towns Ganding very thick, But that which addeth unto all}good gifts (a.ſpecial glory) is the Ri- 
vcr 
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'ver Severn than which there is not any in all the Land, for Channel broader, for Stream ſwiſter, or 
for Fiſh better ſtored. There 1s init a daily rage and fury of waters, which'1 know not whether I 
-may call a Gulf or Whirle-pool of waters, raiſing up the ſands from the bottome, winding and driving 
them upon heaps : ſomtimes overflowing her bankes, roveth agreat way upon the face of her bor- 
dering grounds, & again retireth as aConqueror into the uſual Channel Unhappy is the Veſſel which 
it taketh full upon the ſide : but the Watermen will beware thereof when they ſee that Hydra coming, 
js Veflel upon it,and cut thorow the midſt of it, whereby they check and avoid her violence 
and Janper, ; 

(4) The ancient people that poſſeſſed this Province; were the DOBUNI, who ſpread themſelyes 
further into Oxford ſhire. But betwixtthe Sever: and the were ſeated part of SILURES, or In- 
habitants of Soath.Wales, And upon what ground I know not, let Lawyers diſpute it, the Inhabi- 
tants in ſome part of this Shire enjoy a private cuſtome to this day, that the Coods and Lands of Con- 
demned Perſons {21l unto the Crown but only for a year and a day, and then return to the next heirs, 
contrary to the cuſtome of all England beſides, {2 

(5) The general Commodities of this Shire, are Corn, Iron, and Wools,all paſſing fine, beſides Paſturage, 
Eruits,and Woods,which laft are much leſſened by making of Iran,the only bane of 042, Elme,and Beech, 

(6) Theſe,with all other proviſions,are traded thorow twenty five Mark:t-Towns in this Coun - 
ty, whereof two are: Cities of no ſmall import: the firſt is Gloceſter, irom whom the Shire taketh 
name, ſeated upon Severne, near the middeſt of this ſhire, by .Antonine the Emperour called Glou- 
un, built fir by the Romans, and fet as it were upon the neck ot the Stlurzr, to yoke them, where 
their Legion called Colonia Gleuum, lay . It hath bee; walled about ( excepting that part that is 
gtcnded by the River) the ruines thereof in many places appear zand ſome part yet ſtanding , 
Coth well witneſs their firength, This City wasfirft won from the Britains by Cheulin the firſt King 
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of the We-S1xons, about the year of Kt and afterwards under the Meycians it louriſhed 
with great honour, where Offrich King of Northumberland, by the ſufferance of Ethelred of Mercis, 
founded a moſt ately Zonaſtery of Nuns, whereof Kineburgh, Eadbergh,and Eve, Queens of the Mer- 
cians,were Priorefſes ſucceſſively each aſter other. 

(7) Edelfl:d a moſt renowned Lady, ſiſter to King Edward the elder, in this City built a faire 
Church, wherein her ſelf was interred, which being overthrown by the Danes, was afterwards rebuilt, 
and made the Cathedral of that See, dedicated unto the honour of S. Peter. In this Church the un- 
foxtunate Prince, King Edward the ſecond, under a Monumerit of Alablefter doth lye ; who be- 
ing murdered at B2r&/zy Caſtle, by the cruelty of French Iſabel his wife, was there entombed. And 
not far from him another Prince as unfortunate, namelv, Robert Curthoſe, the eldeſt ſon of William the 
Conguerour, lyeth ina painted wooden Fombe in the midf3} of the Quire 3 whoſe eyes were plutt 
out 1n Cardiffe Ca/tle, wherein he was kept priſoner twenty ſix years, with all contumelious indig- 
nities, until through extream anguiſh he ended his life. - And before any of theſe, in this City ſay 
our Britiſh Eiſtoriarns, the body of Lucizs our firſt Chriſtian King was interred : and before his dayes 
the Britain?s Arviragm . | 

The graduation of this County I obſerve from this City, whence the Pole is clevated in the de- 
gree of Latitude 52, and 14. minutes, and in Longitude from the Weſt, 18. and 5. minutes. 

(8) The other City 15 Bri/tow, (air, but not very ancient, built upon the Rivers 4von and Frome, 
for trade of Merchandize a ſecond London, and for beauty and account next unto Tor&, This City 
andeth partly in this County, and partly in S»mmerſet-ſhire ; but being a County of it ſelf, will ac- 
knowledge ſubjeRion to neither, 

(9) A City more ancient hath been Civceſter, by Piolomy called Corinium 3 by Antonine, Duro- 
cornovium 5 by Giralds, Paſſerum Orbem, The Sparrows City, upon a flying report, that Gurmund 
a Tyrant 
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a Tyrant from Africk, beſicging this City, tyed fire unto t}'e wings of Sparrows, who lighting inthe 
Town upon light matter, ſet flame upon all, The circugt of whoſe walls extended two miles a- 
bout, wherein the Conſular Port or wayes of the Romang;.met and croſſed cach other. This City was 
won from the Britains by Cheulin firſt King of. the Wej/-Sazons : afterwards it was p fefſed by 
the Mercians 3 and laſtly, by the Danes under Gurmund(thegormer no doubt miſtaken for him) where- 
in a rable of them kept the ſpace of a year, Anno 879. andiicees ſince inhabited, according to the 
circuit ofher walls. | 
(10.) Places of memorable note are theſe: the 12nd Alney near unto Gleceſter, [wherein Edmund 
Iron-ſide the Engliſh, and Canutzs the Dane, aſter many battles and bloud, fought in ſing!e Combat 
hand to hand alone, until they compounded for the Kingdoms partition : Bar&ley Caſtle, where 
King Edward the ſecond was thorow his ſundamentrun into his bowels with a red burning Spit : 
Tewkeibury the fatal period of King Henry the ſixt his government, and the wound of the Lancaſtrian 
Cauſe; for in a Battle there foughtin Anno 1471, Prince Edward, the only Son of King Henry, had 
his braines daſhed out in a moſt ſhameful manner, the Queen and his Mother taken priſoner, and moſt 
oftheir ſayourites ſlain and beheaded, And at Aldzrley, a little Town ſtanding eight miles from the 
Severne, upon the Bills to this day are ſound Corkles, Periwincles, and Oyſters of ſolid ſtone, which 
whether they have been Shel-fiſh and living creatures, - or elſe the ſports of Neturein her works, let 
the Natural Phy!oſophers diſpute of and judge. | | 
(11) The places of piety, ſet a part irom other world!/ | Services, and gedicated to religious uſes 
by the devotions of Princes, erected in this Shire, weri. Tewkesbury, Debrbu(?, Gloceſter, Minching, 
Bur k!-y, 8 inſrood, Circeſter, Win. hcorbe, and Hales 3 whict laſt was built with great coft by Richard 
Ear] of Cor;1w2ll, King of the Romans, wherein himſelf and his Dutcheſſe was interred. Their Son 
Earl Edmurd brought out of Germany the bloud of Hales, fpppoſcd and iaid to be part of that _—_ 
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GLOCESTER-SHIRE. 


Chriſt ſhed upon his Croſs. In this place with great confluence and devotions of Pilgrimage it was 
ſought and worſhiped, till time proved it a meer counterſeit, when the glorious light of the Goſpel 
revealed toeye-fight ſuch groſs 1dolatries,and the skirts oſSuperſtition were turned up, to the ſhew 
of her own thame. 

C12) Dukes and Earles that have born the title of Glocefter, the firſt of every Family are by their 
Armes and Names expreſſed, ever fatal to their Dukes, though the greateſt in bloud and birth. The 
firſt was Thomas W-od/tock, ſon to King Edward the third, who in Call# was ſmothered in a Feather- 
bed to death. The ſecond was Wumfrey brother to King Henry the fift, by the fraudulent praQtiſe of 
the malignant Cardinal and Queen, made away at 5, Edmundsbury. And the laft was Richard brother to 
- 6 one fourth, who by the juſt hand of God was cut of in battle by King Henry the ſes 
venth, 

- (13) This Shires diviſion is principally into four parts, ſubdivided into thirty Hundreds, and 
themagain fnto two hundred and eight Pariſh-Churches. : 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


EREF ORD-SHIRE, (formerly accounted within the limits of Wales) lyeth circulated 

upon the North with Worceſter and Shrop-ſhirez upon the Eaft with Malvern Halls is parted 

from Gloceſter-ſhire; upon the South is kept in with Monmouth-ſhirez und upon the Well in 

part with the Hatterall Hills is divided from Brecknockzand the reſt confined with Radnor bits 

(3) This Counties climate is moſt healthful and temperate, and Soyl ſo fertile for Corn and 

Cattle, that no place in England yeeldeth more or better conditioned : ſweet Rivers running as veines 

in the bedy, do make the Corn-bearing grounds in ſome of her parts rightly to be termed the Golden 

Vale : and for Waters, Wool, and Wheat, doth contend with Nil, Colchos, and Egypt 3 ſuch arc 
Leniſter, Ircherfiel8, the banks of Wye, Luge, and Frome. | 

(3) Theancient people known to the Romans, ( whoſe power they well ſclt before they could 

fubdue them ) were the Silures, placed by Ptolomy in this TraCt, and branched further into Rdnvr, 

Brecknock, Monmouth, and Glamorgan-ſhives, at this day by us called South-wales, and by the Welſh De- 

hubarth, Their Original, as Tacir# conjectureth by their ſite, coloured countenances, and curled 

hair, was out of Span,and both as he and Pliny deſcribes them, were fierce, valiant, and impatient 

of ſervitude, which well they ſhewed under Cararaczs their Captain, and nine years ſcourge t9 

the Roman aſſaulters, for whoſe only conqueſt ( and that made by treachery ) the Vitor in Rone 

triumphed with more than a uſual Aſpe&, and with fo equal an hand bare the Scoale of Reſiſtance, 


that their own Writers evermore term it a dangerous War. For the Legion of Marizs _ 
| they 
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HEREFORD-SFIRE. 
they put to flight, and that with ſuch havock, of the AſſociFjes, that 4/7criz3 the Lieutenant of Britain 
for very griet gave up the ghoſt :- and Veranizs under Ng aſſaulted them in vain, But when Veſpa. 
fian was Emperour, and expert Souldiers imployed in every Province Julizs Frontinzs ſubdued theſe 
Silures unto the Romans, where continually ſome of their-Legions afterward kept, till all was aban- 
doned in Vaulentinians time. i 

(4) The Saxons then made themſelves Lords of this Lan, and this Province a part of their Merci» 
ans Kingdome 3 yez,and Sutton the Court of great Offathi.ir King. 

(5) But Hereford aſter , raiſed ofthe ruines of the old #;zonium ( now Kencheſtzr, thaken in pieces 
by a violent Earth-quake) grew to great fame, through aKHnceived ſanftity by the burinl of Ethel» 
bert King of the Eaſt-Angle:, ſlain at Sutton by Offa, at whag time he came thither to have eſpouſed his 
Daughter;whoſe grave was firſt made at Merden,but afterwards canonized and removed to this City, 
when in honour of him was built the Cathedral Church by Milſrid, a petty King of that County, 
which Gruffith Prince of South-Wales,and Aloar an Evgliſh»man, rebelling againſt King Edward Confefor, 
conſumed with fire ; but by Biſhop Remelin was reſtored +3 now it is, at what time the Town was 
walled, and is ſo remaining in good repair, having ſix gat; for entrance, and filteen Watch-Towers 
for cefence,* extending in compaſs to fitteen hundred pi? es: and whence the Noth Pole is obſerved 
to be raiſed 52, Cegrees, 29. minutes in Latitude, and is ( from the firſt point of the Weſt in Longi- 
tude, 17, degrees and 3o. minutes 3 being yearly governtgby a Mz jor, choſen out of one and thirty 
Citizens, which are commonly called the Elef&tion, and Me ever after is known tor an Alderman, 
and clothed in Scarlet, whereof four of the eldeftare Juflices of Peace, graced with a SworC«bearer, 
a Recorder, a Town-Clerk, and tour Sergeants with Mace. 

The greateR glory that this City received, was in King Athel/tans dayes ; where Cas Malme bury 
Cothreport ) he cauſed the Lords of Wales by way of Tribute, to pay yearly ( beſides Hawkes and 
4 Hounds) 
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Rounds) twenty pound of Gold, and three hundred pound of Silver by weight z but how that waz 
performed and continued I find nor. 

(6) Things of rare note in this Shire are ſaid to be, Bone-well, a Spring not far from Richards 
Caſtle, wherein are continually ſound little Fiſhes bones, but not a fin ſeen; and being wholly 
cleanſed thereof, will notwithſtanding have again the like, whether naturally produced,or in veines 
thither brought, no man knoweth. 

(7) But more admirable was the work of the Omnipotent, even in our own remembrances, 
and year of Chriſt Jeſus 1571. when the Marcley hill in the Eaſt of this Shire, rouzed it ſelf out of 2 
Qead ſleep, with a roaring noiſe removed from the place where it food, and for three pays toge- 
ther travelled from ker firit ſite, to the great amazement and ſear of the beholders. It began to jour- 
ney upon the ſeventh day of February, being Sunday, at ſix of the Clock at night, and by ſeven 1n 
the next morning had gone fortie paces, carrying with it Sheep in their coats, hedge-rowes, and 
trees 3 whereof ſome were overturned, and ſome that ſtood upon the plain, are firmly growing 
upon the hill ; thoſe that were Eaſt, were turned Weſt; and thoſe in the Weſt were ſet in the Fatt: 
in which remove it overthrew Kennaſton-Lhappel,and turned two high-wayes near an hundred yards 
from their uſual paths formerly trod. The ground thus travelling, was about twenty fix Acres, 
which opening it ſelf with Rocks and all, bare the earth before it for four hundred yards ſpace with- 
out any flay, leaving that which was Paſturage in place of the Tillage, and the Tillage overſpread 
with Paſturage. Laſtly, overwhelming her lower parts ,mounted to an hill of twelve fadomes hieh, 
and there reſted her ſelf after three dayes travel, remaining his mark, that ſo laid hand upon this 
Rock, whoſe power hath poyſed the Hills in his Ballance. 

(8) Religious Houſes built by the devotions of Princes, and ſtored with Yotaries and revenues 


tor life, were 12 this Shire no leſs than fourteen, moſt ſweetly feated in the places as followeth : at 
both 
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both the Herefords, Barron, Ewayet, Clifford, Monemue, Acornfiury, Lemſter, Linbroke, Peterchurch, Kilpe:k 
Dore, and Wiggermore: and ſaſpe&ted of hypocriſic, weremiled in queſtion by King Heury the Eight, 
and io ftrily purſued, that ſome faults were apparent, whereby they were laid open to the general 
Deluge of the Time, whoſe ſtreams bare down the walls of all thoſe Foundations, carrying away the 
Shrines ofthe dcad, and defacing the Libraries of their ancient Records. 

(9) This County before the Conqueſt being accounted in Wales, was then firengthened with 
Forts againf1 the Engliſh: and being once made a Province |to England, was fortified wth qCaſtles a» 
gainſt the Welſh, wherein we find no leſs than twenty eight; though many of them now are ruinated 
to nothing. Such were Alban, at both the Emyats, Godridg, Groſmond, Herdly, Hereford, Old : Caſtle, 
Dorſton, Brampton, Bredwarden, Saint Birve!s, Ledbury, Lenals, Snowdel, Harlewow, Huntington, Wilton, 
Wemore, Richards, Monemue, Corft, Kilbeck , Cliffor!, Skenifred, Witeney, Radenrer, and Kenevenles 3 
and is traded with eight Marken- Towns, being divided into eleven Hundreds, and in them ſeated 
one hundred ſeventy and ix Pariſh-Churches , containing in compaſs an hundcey and two miles,. 
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CHAPTE R- XXV. 
ORGESTER:SHIRF, is a County beth rich and populous, and lyeth circyſated 
upon the North with Sraffordeſhire 3 uporithe Eaft with Warwickand Oxford. ys 5 


the South with Gleceſter-Sbirez and the Weſt by Malverne Hills is parted from Hereford- 
ſhire : the reſt lyeth confronted upon, andin part divided from Shrop-ſhire by the Ri- 
—_— 


© ver Dowles, 
= -<(2) The forme thereofis triangle, but not of equal proportionzfor from North to South are thir- 
= tytwo miles, from South to North-Weſt twenty two, and. trom thence to her North-Eaſt point are 
| twenty eight : the whole in circumference is one hundred and twenty miles. 
| (3) The Aireofthis Shire is of a favourable temperature, that gives an appetite for iabaur, diet . 
E andreſt : The Soyle is fertile,and to me ſeemed inferiou7 © none other in this Land: for beſides the. 
, abundance of Corn in every place ſpread, the Woods fl Paſturage in her Hills and Plaines, ſweet 
Rivers that water the Vallies below, the Cattle that cover the tops of higher ground ; the Fields, 
Hedge-rowes,and High-wayes are beſet with fruitful Pgr-trees that yield great pleaſure-to ſight, 
and commodious ufe : for with their juyce they make # baſtard kind of Wine, called Perry, which 
| 1s both pleaſant and good in taſfke, Many Salt Springs Iſo this County affordeth : yea, and more 
than are commonly in uſe : ſuch with the Germans, ou; ancient Predecefſors, were cfieemed moſt 
| licred and holy 3 ſo that ( as Tacit# writeth)to ſuch the. - wontedly reſorted to ſupplicate their Gods 
with their devout prayers, as to places neereſt the Heave.1s, and therefore the ſooner to be heard. 
| And Poets in their feignings will have the Nymph relideyice in ſhady green groves, and be of 
7's weet 


_ 
_- 


V 


_ 


WORCESTERSHIRE. 


ſweet Springs : if ſo, then [as Helicon) this County gffords both: ſuch are the Forreſts of Wye and 
Feckenham, the great Woods of Norton, and moſt fair Chaſe of Malverne. And for waters, to witneſs 
what 1 ſay, is the Severne that cuts this Shire in the midf, Teme, Salwarp, and Avon, all of them mak. 
ing fruitful their paſſage, and ſNored with Fiſh of moſt Celicious taſte. 

(4) The ancient people,poſſeſſors of this Shire, were tle CORN A VII, inhabitants of Ch-/7. 
ſhire, Shrop- ſhive, Stafford, and Warwick: (hires, ſubdued by the Romans in Claudizs Ceſars time,and ater 
their departure, made a portion of the Merciar-Saxons Kingdom, and in Beda's time were called the 
Wicii, whereof it may be this Shire had the name : unleſs you will have it from the Salt-Pits, which 
in old Engliſh are named Witches; or fromthe famous Forreſt of Wyre, Howſoever, true it is that the 
County dcth hold the name from her chief City Worce/Ter. 

(5) Whichis moſt pleaſantly ſeated, paſſing well frequented, and very richly inhabited, This 
was the Eraronium, mentioned by Antonine and Ptolory, called by the Britaines, Caer-Wrargon ; by 
Ninizs, Caer-Guorcon 3 and by the Latines, Vigornia, This City is ſeated upon the Eaft bank of $:- 
Verne, and from the ſame is waiied in triang'e-wiſe about, extending in circuit one thouſand ſix 
hundred and fitty paces: thorow- which ſeven Gztes enter, with five other Watch-Towers lor 
defence. 1t is thought the Romans built this to reſtrain the Britains that held all beyond Sereyms, 
This City by Hardy Canute in the year of Chriſt 104t. was ſorely endangered, and ſet on fire, and 
the Citizens lain almoſt every one, for that they had killed his ColleAtor of the Daniſh Tribute: 
yet it was preſently repaired and peopled, with many Burgeſſes, and for fifteen Hides diſcharged it ſelf 
zo the Conquerour 3 as in his Doomeſeayes is to be ſeen, Eutin the year 1113, a ſudden fire happen. 
ed,no man knew how, which burnt the Caſtle and Cathedral Church. Likewiſe in the civil 
broyles of King Stephen is was twice lighted into a flame, and the latter laid it hopeleſſ® of recovery. 


Notwithſtending from thoſe Cead Aſhes a new Pheniz aroſe, and her building raiſed in : more 
Q2tely 
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WORCESTERSHIRE. 
ately propgrtion', eſpecially the Cathedral dedicated to S. Mary, firſt laid by Biſhop Sexwolfe, 
in Anno 586, ſince when it hath been augmented almoſt to the River: In the midi} of whoſe Quire; 
from hismany turmoiles,refteth the body of King Joby (the great withſiander of the Popes proceed- 
inps) under a monument of white Marble, in Prince}? Veſtures, with his portraiture thereon ac- 
cording tolife, And in the South- ſide of the ſame {- zire lyeth entombed Prince Arthur the eldeſt 
my to King Henry the ſeventh 5 his Monument is al. lack Jett, without remembrance of him by 
ICTUTE, 1 

This City is governed by two Bailiffes, two Aldeg*en, two Chamberlaines,and two Conſtables, 
yearly ele&ted out of twenty four Burgeſſes clothedFy..Scarlet, aflifted with forty eight other Citizens, 
whom they call their Common ConnceÞors, clad in Purplg, a Recorder, Town-Clerk, and five Serge- 
ants with Mace their Attendants, Whoſe Geogragſyical Poſition 1s diſtant in Longitude from!the 
Weſt Meridian 18. degrees, 10. ſcruples, having th&Morth.Pole elevated in Latitude 52. dep:ces, 
and 32. ſcruples, | 

(6) Places of further note for memorable antiquity, is Upton, of great account in the Roman time, 
where ſome of their Legicns kept, as wiincis their Moneys, there often ſound ; the admirable Ditch 
upon Malverne bills, ex2wn by Gilbert Clare, Earl of Glocefter, to divide his Lands from the Church 
oi Worceſter : the Saxons our Auzuſtines Oke, where he the Engliſh Apoſile met with the Erith Brttops 
for the uniforme celebration of Eſter, from whence both parts departed with diſcontented minds, 
aſter nany hot words andthwarting diſputes.” - 

(7) Neither is it without admiration to me, tha, many places of this Shire Iye far within the 
PrecinQts of other Provinces, as Aul/ton, Waſhbernes': Cutteſden, Paxford, Hanging- Eaſton, Nonthwicke, 
Bleckley, Eurlode in Gloceſſer-ſbire, and Goldcote, Ali*rmerſton, Newbold, Steddenton, Armiſcore, Back. 
well, Darlings-cote, Shipton, Tydminton, Olbarrow | 11 Warwick-ſhiie , Dudley in Stafford: ſhire, and 

1" Roci.. 
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Rochfordin Herefer2-ſhire, whither 1 muſt refer the Reader, to find. out theſe and the like in theſe 
Weſtern Tracts, 

(8) Religious places erected in this Shire, and devoted unto God by devout perſons, were Bye. 
den, Brodlege, Eveſholme, Alneceſier, Cochel, Fladbury, Malverin, Perſhore, Stedlege, Weſtwoods, and 
Worceſter, plenteouſly provided tor, and ſurther ſecured by many privileges, both which they abu. 
fed, as were the Igditements of all ſuch in the dayes of King, Henry, the eight, at whoſe Bar ( himſclf 
being Judge) they were ſound guilty, and received ſentence of their ends and defiruQtion. 

(9); Caſtles (or deſence built in this County, ruinate or.in firength, were Hartlebury, Holt, Handley, 
Neorion, Elmeley, and Worceſter, beſides his Majeſties Mannour of Tichnel, 

(10) This Shires divition is mto ſeyen Hundreds, wherein are ſeated ten Market-Towns, and one 
hundred fifty two Pariſh Churches, 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 


ARWICK-SHIRE, (ſo called from her Shire- Town ) is bounded upon the North 
| with the County of Stafford; - upon the E2/?, with Watling ſireer way 18 parted from 
Leiceſter-ſhire, and the reſt bordered upon by Northampton-ſbire: . the South part is but. 

| ted by Oxford and Gloceſter-ſhires 3 and all herWeft with the County of Worceſter. 
(2) The Forme thereof is not much unlike to a Sraliop-jhell, growing from her Weſtern head, and 
ſpreading her body wider, with many indents. The length thereof irom Newton in the North , to 
Long Coripton in the South, are miles thirty and three: and the broadeſt part of this Shire is from 


& 


Herellgrange in the Weſt, unto Hill- moyton in the Eaſt, diſtant aſunder twenty five miles ; the whole 


in circumference, about one hundred thirty and five miles. \ 

(3) This Shire is ſeat=d near unto the heart of all Ergland, and therefore participates with her in 
the beſt both for a're and ſoyl, wanting nothing for” profit or pleaſure for man, The South part 
from Avon. ( that runneth thorow the midſt of this County ) is called the Feldon, as more champion 
and tr2Qable to be ſtirred for Corn, which yearly yieldeth ſuch plentiful harveſ}, that the hu. 
bandman ſmilethin beholding his paines, and the meadowing paſtures with their green mantles fo 
:mbroydred with flowers, that irom Edge-hill we may behold another Eden, as Lot did the Plain of 
Fordan, before that Sodoms ſell. The Woodland lyeth upon the North of Avon, ſo called in regard of the 
plenty of Woods 3 which now ars much thinner by the making of Iron, ang the ſoyl more churliſh to 
yield to the Plough, 
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WARWICK-SHIRE. 

(4) The ancient people that poſſeſſed this Province, are by Ptolomies deſcription called the Cornavir, 
wherein aſter were feated the Mrcian Saxons, # part of whoſe Kingdome it was, and greatly ſought 
after by the Weſ# Saxons, whoſe King Cuthred,' about the yeor of Chriſt Jeſus, 749. in Battel flew 
Etbelbald at Seckington neer unto Tamworth, A 4d not far from thence, King Edward the 4. as un« 
fortunately fought againſt that Nout make-King Richard Nevil Earl of Warwick; near unto which, 
upon Blacklow hill, Pierce Gaveſton (C that prox \ and new-raiſed Earl of Cornwall )) was beheaded 
by Guy Earl of Warwick: aflited with the Earlcot Lancaſter and m_—_— And ſurely, by the teſti- 
mony of John Roſh, and others, this County ha h been better repleniſhed with people 3 who maketh 
——_— of whole Town-ſhips depopulation: raltogether laid waſte by a.puiſſant Army of feeding 

ICP. Y ; } 

(5) Notwithſtanding, many fair Towns hath, and ſome of- them matchable to the moſt of 
Ergland, The chief thereof is Coventxee, a City, Yoth ately for building, and walled for defence : 
whoſe Citizens having highly offended their figFLord Leofrize, had their priviledges infringed, and 
themfelves oppreſſed with many heavy TributeFz whoſe wife hos Goziva pitying their eſtates, un- 
ceſſantly ſued for their peace, and that with ſuch importunacy, as hardly could be ſaid whether was 
greater, his hatred, or her love : at laſt overcome with her continual interceſſions, he granted her 
fuit upon an uncivil; ( and as ke thought ) an unacceptable condition, which was, that ſhe ſhould 
ride naked thorow the face of the City, and thaf openly at high noon day. This notwithſlanding 
ſhe thankfully accepted, and performed the a& accordingly enjoyned: for this Lady Godiva ftrip- 
ping her ſelf of all rich attire, let looſe the treſſes of her fair haire, which on every {ide ſo covered 
her nakedneſs, that no part of her body was unciyil to ſight; whereby (he redeemed the former free 
domes, and remiſſion of ſuch heavy Tributes. Wheſe memory 1 with may remaine honourable in that 
City for ever, and her pity followed by ſuch poſſeſſing Ladies, 
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This City had grant to chooſe their yearly Magiftrates, a Maior and two Baylffs and to build x 
bout and embattle a wall, by King Edward the 3. whom Henry the 6. corporated a County of it (elf, 
and changed the names oft heir Bailiffs into Sheriffs:and the walls then were built as they now ſtand; 
thorow which open 13. gates for entrance, beſides 18. other Towers thereon for defence. At Gofford- 
gate in the Eoft hangeth the ſhield-bone of a wild Boare, far bigger than the greateſt Oxe-bone : with 
whoſe ſnout the great Pit called Swanſwel/ was turned vp, and was lain by the famous Guy, if we 
wi? believe report. | 

(S) Next unto this Gity,in account and commerce, is Warwick, upon the North-weſt bank oi 
Avon, built by Gurgun/t««, the ſon of Beline, as Fohn Roſe, Ink of the place, ſaith 375. years be- 
fore the birth of Chriſt: by Ninzs called Carr-Guarvic and Caey-Leon ; and by learned Cambden judged 
to be PRESIDLUM, the Roman Gariſons Town, The ſituation of this place is moſt pleaſant, up: 
on a hill riſing from the River, over which is aſtrong and fair Stone-bridge, and her ſharp fream up- 
on the Town-ſide checked with a moſt ſumptuous and ſtately Caſtle, the decayes whereof with 
great coſt and curious buildings, the right worthy Knight Sir Foulke Grevil (in whoſe perſon fhineth 
all true vertue and high Nobility ) hath repaired: whoſe merits to me-ward I do acknow- 
ledge, in ſetting this hand free from the daily imployments of a manual trade, and giving it full li- 
berty thus to expreſs the inclination of my mind, himſclf being the Procurey of my preſent 
eſtate, 

It ſcemeth this Town hath been walled about as appeareth by the Trench in ſome places ſeen, and 
two very fair Gates, whoſe paſſages are hewed out of the Rock, as all other into the Town are: 
over whom two beautiful Chappels are built; that towards the Esſ? called $, Peters, and that on the 
Sourhwef, S. James. : 

Two faix Churches are therein ſeated, caſled S. Marics and 5. Nichols : but theſe in, and _ 

the 
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the Town ſuppreſſed, S. Lawrence, S Michaels, John Bagtiſt,and Fobn of Jeruſalem, beſide the Nunnery 
in the North of the Town;whoſe North Pole is evan Latitude 52. degrees, 45. minutes, and is 
{cated from the firſt point in the Weſt of Longitude, 18+ degrees, and 45. minutes, being yearly go- 
yerned by a Bailiffe, twelve Brethren, twenty four Burgeſſes for Common Counſell, a Recorder, a Town- 
Clerk, and one Sergeant their Attendant. © S 

(7) Places of moſt memorable note obſerved in:this Shire, are Shugbwry, where the precious 
ſtone 4ſtroites is found : Off: Church, which was the Palace of great Offa the Mercian, and the burial. 
place of 5: Fremund his ſon: Cheſterton, where the famous Fofſe-way 1s ſeen. at Leamington, fo far 
from the Sea, a Spring of Salt-water boyleth up : and at Newenham Regs moſt ſoveraign water again! 
the Ston?, Green wounds, Ulcers, and Impoſthumes , and drunk with Salrlooſeth, but with Sugar bind. 
eta the body 3 and turneth wood into ſtone, as my ſelf ſaw by many ſlicks that therein were falne, 
ſome part of them Aſh, and ſome part of them Stone : and/Guy Cliffe, where the famous Earl Guy,after 
my * ran exploits atchieved, retired, and unknown, led an Hermits life, and was laſlly there 

uried, . | 

(8) The chiefeſt Commodities in this Countie growing, are Corn, whereof the Red Horſe/ale yield- 
eth moſt abundantly ; Wools in great plenty 3 Woods and Iron, though the producer of the one, will be 
the deſtru&ion of the other. Such honourable Families as have been dignified with the Earidome of 
this *hire-Towns name ſince the Normans Conqueſt, in the great Map it (elf are inſerted, and by their 
ſeveral names expreſſed, ? 

This County is ſtrengthened with eight firong Caſtles traded with fifteen Market-Towns, inriched 
with many fair buildings, and by the devotion of many Nebles, had many foundations of religious 
Monaſteries therein laid, The chieſeft were at Steneley, Warwick, Thellaford, Rozhel, Balſhal, Ky 
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worth, Coventree, Combe, Nun-eaton, Aſhley, Atherſton, and Polleſworth : all which came to their period 
in thereign of King Henry the eight, when their rich Revenues were alienated to his uſe, and thoſe 
Rately buildings either over-turned, or beſtowed upon his Courtiers: but yet to Gods glory, and 
his divine ſervice, one hundred fiſty eight Pariſh-Churches therein remain, diſperſedly ſeated in the 
nine Hundreds of this Shires Diviſion, 
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rated upon the North fromLincoln-ſhire by-the River Weland; from Huntington-ſhire on the 
Eaſtis parted by the water Nene: her South is. bounded with Buckingham and Oxford: 
ſhires, and the Weſt from Warwick, with Watling-ſtreet. way, Avon, and: Weland, is divided 
from Leiceſier-ſhire,. . - 

(2) The Forme of this County is large and narrow, broadeſt in the South-weſt ; and thence 
ſhooting (ill leffer like unto a Horn, nor not much unlike to the Form of Cornwal: and from the 
entrance of Cherwel into this Shire, unto the fall of Welzxd and Nene near unto Crowland, are by 
meaſure ſorty ſix miles;and'the broadeſt part is from Cuſe unto Avon, which 1s not fully twenty miles; 
the whole in circumference one hundred and nineteen miles, | 

(3) Theaire is good, temperate, and healthful: the ſoy! 15s champion, rich, and. fruitful, and fo 
plenteouſly peopled, that from ſome A ſcents, thirty Parifh-Churches, and many more Wind-mills at 
one view may be ſeen : notwithſtanding the ſimple and gentle ſheep, of all creatures the moſt harm- 
leſs, are now become ſo ravenous, that they begin to devoure men, waſte ficlds, and depopulate 
houſes, if not whole Town: ſhips, as one merrily hath w:itten. | 

(4) The ancient people known to the Romans, and recorded by Ptolomy, were the Coritany, who 
poſſeſſed this County, and were branched further thorow Leiceſter, Lincoln, Nottingham, Rutland, 
and Darby-ſhires: theſe jSyning with the ſcenians, with them were fettered with the chains of ſub- 
jeQion, when for Claudirs, Publizs *Offorizs Scapula entred his-Licutenantſhip in Britain, wo - 
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battle ſubdued all betwixt the Rivers Nene and Sabrina, ' But when the Romans were content to let 
go that which ſo long was deſired, and had coſt ſo much in the getting, the Saxons, a moſt warlike Na- 
tion, put into theſe parts, and made it a portion of their Mercian Kingdom: but their government 
alſo grown out of date, the Normans ſeated themſelves intheſe fair poſſeſſions, the branches of whoſe 
Stems are ſpread abroad in theſe parts, moſt fruitful and fair. 

(5) Commodities ariſing in this Shire, are chiefly gotten by tillage and plough, whereby Corn 
fo plentifully aboundeth, that in no other County is found more,or ſo much : the paſtures and woods 
are filled with Cattle, and every where ſheep loaden with their fleeces of wool! 

(S) The chief Town in this ſhire is Northampnton, whereof the County taketh name, which 
for circuit,beauty, and building,may be ranked with the moſt of the Cities of our Land. It is ſeat- 
ed at the meeting and confluence of two Rivers, the greater whereof beareth to name Nen. This 
Town hath been built all of lone, as by many foundations remaining to this day is ſeen, and is 
walled about both ſtrong and high, excepting the Weſt, which is defended by a River parted into 
many ſtreams, In the depredations of the Danes, Swen their King ſet this Town on fire, and after- 
wards it was ſorely aſſaulted by the diſobedient Barons of King Fohn, who named themelves , The 
Army of Ged : But the loyalty of this Town ſt609, nothing ſo ſure unto King Henry his ſon , 
whence the Barons with diſplayed Banners ſounded the Battle againſt their Soveraign. And yet at- 
ter this a woful Field of Englands civil diviſion was fought, whence Richard Nevil, the ſtout Earl 
of Warwick, led away priſoner that unfortunate man King Henyy the ſixth, - Upon the Welt part of 
this Town fandetha large Caſtle, mounted upon an hill, whoſe aged countenance well ſheweth 
the beauty that ſhe had born, and whoſe gaping chinks do daily threaten the downfall of her 
walls. To this upon the South the Town wall adjoyneth, and in a-round circuit meeteth the 
River in the North, extending in compaſs two thouſand one hundred and twenty paces: —_— 
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Aite fo pleaſed the Students of Cambridge, that thither they removed themſelves upon the Kings War* 
rant, in mind to have made it an Univerſity ; from whence the North-Pole is elevated 52, degrees 
36. ſcruples for Latitude, and in Longitude is removed from the Weſt 19, degrees, and 40. ſcruples 3 
being yearly governed by a Major, two Bailiffes, twelve Magiſtrates, a Recorder, Town-Clerk, 2 
Common Counſel of fortite eight Burgeſſes, with five Serjeants to execute buſineſs. 

(7) But the devotions of the Saxon-Kings made Peterborow more famous, formerly called Med- 
deſwell, where Wlphex2 King of Mercia began a moſt ately monaſtery to the honour of SF, Petey, 
for ſatisfaction of the bloud of his two ſons, whom he hal murdered incaſe of Chriſtianity 3 but 
himſelf being for the like made away by his Mother, his brother Penda continued the work, with 
. the aſitance of his brother Ethelred, and two filters, Kineburga and Kineſwith, This among the 
Daniſh Deſolations was call down, yet was it again reſtored to greater beauty by Ethelwold Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, with the help of King Edgar, and of Adulph his Chancellour, who upon prick of 
conſcience, that in bed with his wite had over-laid and tmothered an Infant their only ſon, laid al! 
his wealth upon the re-editying of the place, and then became 4bbot thereof himſelf, The Cathedral 
is moſt heautitul and magnifical, w!.ere, in the Quire lie interred two unfortunate Queens: on the 
North ſide Katharine Dowager of Spain, the repudiate wife of King Henry the eight, under an Hearſe 
covered with black Saye, having a white Crofle in the midft : and on the South fide, Mary Queen of 
Se:otland, whoſe Hearſe is ſpread over with black Velvet. The Cloyſter is large, and in the Glaſſe 
windows very curiouſly portrayed the Hiſtory of Wolpheye the Founder, whoſe Royal Scat was at 
Wedon in the ſtreet, conyerted into.a Monaſtery by S. Werburgh his holy daughter , and had heen 
the Roman Station, by Antonine the Emperour called Bannavenna, So likewiſe Norman-cheſtor was 
the ancient City Durobrive , where their Souldiers kept, as by the moneys there daily found is 


moſt apparent, 
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(8) Houſes of Religion devoted to Gods Service by the pious intents of their well meaning Foun- 
ders, were at Peterborow, Peakirk, Pipewell, igham, Davintree, Sulby, Sauſecombe, Sewardeſleg, Gar: 
8. Dewy, S. Michel, Luffeild, Catesby, Bruch, Barkley,: Finſhead, Fotheringhay, Weden, and Withrop, be- 
ſides them in Northampton, all which felt the ſtorins of their own deſtruction, that raped again? 
them in the Reign of King Henyy the Eight, who difperſed their Revenues to his own Coffers and 
Courtiers, and pulled the ſtones aſunder of their ſeeming eyer ſure Foundations 3 and in the time of 
young Edward, his ſon, whoſe- mind was free from wronging the dead, the Tombes of his own Pres 
deceſſours were Mt ſpared, whenas Edward lain at 4gjirironrr, and Richard at Wakgfield, both of 
them Dukes of Tor4e, were after" death aſſaulted with the weapons of deſtruction, that caſt down 
their moſt fair Monuments in the Collegiate Church cf Fotheringhay Caſtle. 

(9) Eight Prince!y Faw.iies have enjoyed the Title of the Earldom of Northimptan, whereof the 
laſt, Henry Howard, late Lord Privy Seale, a moſt honourablePatron to all learned proceedings ( that 
I may acknowledge my Jutitul and humble Service) hath moſt honourably aſſiſted and ſet forward 
theſe my endeavours. ; 

(10 ) This Shires Civifion, for -ſexvice to the Crown, and imployment of buſineſſes, is into 
twenty Hundreds,hath been ſtrengthened with ten Caſtles, and is till traded with ten Market-Towns, 
and God honoured in three huadred twenty fix Parih-Churches, « ol 
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CHAPTER XXVIE 


UNTINGT ON-SHIRE, (part of the 1cen; under the Romane Monarch of Mercia in 
the Saxon Heptarchy ) is ſevered with Nene 5 the North bounder from Northampton ſhire,ro 
which it in part adjoyneth Weſt; from Bedford and Cembridge, by mearing Towns on the 
- South 3 and from Ely, by afence of water Eaſt,the w.' j'of Nature, Benwick Stream, or of 
Art, Canurzs Delph : ſevered when Alfred, or before him, Offa ſxed the open circuit oftheir Empery 
into Principalities : that by reſidence of ſubordinate rule, Peace at home might be maintained; For- 
rcign offence ( by apt aſſembly of the Inhabitants) reſiſted; Tax and Revenue of the Crown laid 
more evently, and eaſily levyed ; Juſtice at mens doores with leſs charge and journey adminiſtred : 
all cauſes Civil! having a right and ſpeedy diſpatch, in the County or Earles monethly Court, as 
Criminal in his Lieutenant the Sheriffs Turne, twicea year, In form of a Lozeng this >hire lyeth 
of poſiture temperate, and is 52. degrees, 4. ſcruples removed irom; the Equator : the Hilly Soyl to 
the Plough-man grateful : the Vale, contiguous to the Fens, beſF for Paſture, in which to no parr 
of England it giveth place : Woods are not much wanted, the Ri! tts ſerving Coal, as the Moores 
Turfle, for Fucll. \4 
(2) This Content was ( as the whole Continent ) Foreſt, unt? | Canut#4 gave this Law of grace, 
Urquiſque tam in agris, quam in ſilvs excitet agitetq; feras, Long®,qere the hands of Kings to pu!! 
(of old Jthe SubjeQs right into Regal pleaſure, when ocrambul T1and Proclamation only might - 
make any mans land Forreſ}, It isin the firſt Wittiams time a Phraſ&W Record, not rare, Silva hujss 
Manecii:FORIS EST miſo in Silvwn Regs, from which word of power, Forre/t may ſeem not un- 


aptly, 
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aptly to be derived. Cum videbat Henricas primzs tres Biſſas, fitting his Forreſt of Lyfield, he cauſed 
Huſculphas his/Ranger to keep them for his Game, as the Record doth teſlifie. Thus did the ſecond 
of his gamgyand the firſt Richard, in many parts : well therefore may the Exchequer Book call the 
Forreſt Juſtice for Vert and Veniſon, not Juſkum abſolute, but Juſtum ſecundum Legem Foreſts, 
That Foreſta 18 defined, Tuta ferarum ſtatio, may ſeem to confine the Forreſters Office onely to his 
Games care, which of ancient was as well over Minerall and Waritimal! revenue. The Office of 
Baldwine the great Forreſter of Flanders, Non agrum tantum ſpeabat , ſed dF Maru cuſtodiam, faith 
Tullize, out of the old Charters of the French Kings. And ſee how Juſt this ſquares to our Legal 
praftiſe, for of 4/arts, Purpreſtures, Emprovement, Greenhugh, Herbage, Paunage, Fowles, Mills, Honey, 
Mines, Quarries, and Wreacks at Sea, did the Itineral Juſtice of the Forreft kere enquire. His Sub- 
jets ofthis Shire, Heryy the 2. from ſervitude of his beaſts, (whoſe Grand- father pro ferw homines in- 
carceravit, exhereditavit, mutilavir, trucidavit)did pretend by Charter to enſranchiſe, except Wabridge, 
Sople, Herthy, His own Demaines. But ſuch was the ſucceſs by encroachments, under his two ſuc- 
ceeding Sons, that it drew on the oppreſſed people to importune anew the Soveraignes redreſs, 
which was by the great Charter of the third Hersy fruitlefly efftefted, His fon in the ſeventh of his 
Reign, by a perambulation, reſuming back the fruit oſhis Fathers goodneſs, and ſo retaining, untill 
in his twenty ninth year by Petition, and purchaſe of his people ( for they gave him a full fiſteen ) 
he confirmed the former Charter, and by Jury, View, and Perambulation, ſetled that Boundary of 
Forreſt, which contented the people, became the ſquare of univerſal Juſtice in this Kind, and left in 
this Shire no more than the three former (his own grounds) Forreſt. 

(3) This Shire hath four Centuriate or Hundreds, and had of old time five; theſe ſo called, Quiz 
prima inſtitutions ex FEiderum aliquot centeraris compoſite. . Theſe are ſubtivided.into 99. Pariſhes, 
«whereof five beſides the Shixe-Town have Markets, Theſe Paziſhes.are meaſured by — and 
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Carucks, or Plough-lands, more or lfs, is either richneſs of Soile, or firength of the Lord frength- 
ned or extended their lirnits, the Maſs in whole containing of the firſt ſort, 818. and of the other, 
1136. Theſe hides the ancient and general meaſure of land ( except in Kent) where the account was 
by Soles ; or Lincolne ſhire, Ubi non ſunt Hide, ſed pro Hids ſunt Carueate ) were eſteemed one hundred 
Acres, Non Normanico ſed Anglico numero, una hids pro ſexies viginti Acr#, duo pro duodecies viginti,as in 
the Book of Doomeſday, Caruca the Teame land ( not Garucara, for they be different ) was in quantity 
of Acres, proportioned to.the quantity of Soile, but uſually in this Shire reputed 60. The Virgara, 
or Yard-land, was a more or leſs part of the Hide, asthe Acres in number varied, which 1 find in 
this County from 18-to 42. but for the moſt part 30. which was the half Plough-land. And the 
Bovata or Oxgang ( preſumed in Law for Land in Grenary )was ſuited in number of -: cres to that Yard- 
land, of which it wasa Moity. Thus ( except in the, Fens, laid out per Leu-as © quarentenas,miles 
and furlongs ) ſiands all ameaſurement of Land in'this Shire, which containeth in Knights Fees, 53, 
one half, 2. fiſts, and a twentieth part. Andin full eſtimation of rent and worth, roſe in the time 
ef the Conquerour, to 912. 1. 4. 5. and now payeth in Ffteen to the King, 871.1. 9. 5. 7.d. ob. and in 
tenth from the Clergy, 142. 1.6. s. q. 

(4) This County 1n diſciſion of Titles, and adminiſtration of Juſtice, did at the firſt, as the Ger- 
mans our Anceſtors, Fura per Pagos UF vices reddere 3 Every Townſhip by, their Friburgs, or Tenmental, as 
Triers, and the Baron, Thain, or Head Lord there, or the Decanzs ( a good Freeholder ) his Deputy, as 
Judge, derermining all Civil cau'es, a repreſentation of this remaineth ſtill in our Court-Leet. A» 
dove this, and held twelves times a year, was our Hundred vr Wapentake. Que ſuper && em Necaros 
& centem Fribur,os judicabat. Here the Judges were the Aldermen, 2nd Barons or FrecholCers of. 
that Hundred 3 A4egelwings Aldermannzs tznuit placitum cum toto Hundredo, faith the book of F'y, 
This Court had Cognoſcence of Cauſes Ecclefaaſtical, as Temporal, therelore the Judge or &l> 
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derman ought to be ſuch as Dei leges CF hominum jura ſludebat promovere : thus it went although the 
Eonquerour commanded, Ne aliqus de legibus Epiſcopslibs ampliza in Hundvedo placita teneret. The 
next and higheſt in this Shire, was Generale placitam Comitatas ( the County or Sherifls Count |) to 
which were proper PAcita Civeilia ubi Curia Dominorum probantur d-ſecifſe. Et fiplscitum exurgat tnter Va. 
vaſores duorum Dominorium trafetur in Conitatu. The Judge was the Earl or Sherifle. The Tryers Be. 
rones Comitatzs ( FreeholGers ) Qui liberas in eo terras habent, not Civil onely, but Probats of Wills, 
Queſtions of Tithes, Er debita:wvera Chriſtianitat# Jura, were heard, and firſt heard in this Court, 
Therefore Epiſcopm, Presbyter Eecleſte, &F Quatuor de melioribus ville, were adjuntts to the Sheriff, 
Q::i dei leges oF feculi negoria juſta conſideratione definirent, The Lay part of this liveth ina ſort in the 
County, and Sherifſe Turn ; the Spiritual, about the reign of Xing Stephen, by Soveraign conni- 
vence, ſuffered for the moſt into the quarterly Synode of the Clergy, from whence in imitation of 
the Hundred Court, part was remitted to the Rural Deaneries, of which this Shire had four: And theſe 
again have been ſince ſw:llowed up by a more frequent and ſuperiour juriſdiction, as ſome of our 
cit il Conrts have een. There being now leſt in uſe for the moſt 1n this Shire for Cauſes Criminal, 
View of Frankplrg , by grant or preſcription, A Seſſion of the Peace quarterly, and two Godl detiverics 
by the Soveraignes Commiſſion : and for Civil Cauſes, Courts of M:nnours, or of the County monthly, 
ar.d 1nvice by th: Judges of Afiſe yearly. 

The Office of Execfition and cuſtody of this County is the Sheralfey, of old inheritable, untill 
Eta. biz, who by force and favour of the Conquerour difſciied Aluric and his heires, forfeited it 
to the Crown but fince it hath paſſed by annual cleQion, and hath united to it the County of Con- 
bridge, © 

(5) Having thus jar ſpoken of the Shire in general, next in obſervation falleth the Shire. 
Town W imirgeon, Hund it dun, or:he Hunters Downe, North, ſcavcd upon a riſfipe banke, over the 
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eich meadowing river 0uſe, interpreted by ſome Authors, the Dorþn of Hunters, to which their now 
common Seale ( a Hunter ) feemeth to allude, Great and populous was this in the tore-going ape, - 
the following having here buried of fiſteen all but three, beſides the Mother-Church S. Maries, in 
their own graves. At the reign of the Conquerour, it was ranged into four Ferlings or Wardes, 
andin them 256 Burgenſes or Houſholds : It anſwered at all affeſsments for 50. Hides, the fourth part 
of Hur/Jingſton Hundred,in which it ftandeth, The annual rent was then 30. 1. of which, as of three 
Minters there kept, the King had two parts,the Earl the third; the power of Copnage then and be- 
fore, not being ſo privately inthe King, but: Borowes, Biſhops, ind Earles enjoyed it 3 on the one 
ſide tamping the face and flile of their -overaign, in acknowled zement of ſubordinacy in that part 
of abſolute power, and on the reverſe their own name, to warrant their integrity in that infinite 
truſt, | | | 
(6) The Caſtle ſuppoſed by ſome the work of the elder Edrpjird, but ſeemingly by the Book of 
Doomeſday, to be built by the Conquerour, is now known but by the ruines : It was the ſeat of Wo". 
theof the great Sagon Earle, as of his ſucceeding heirs, until ta/end the queſtion of right betwcen 
Sentlice and the King of Scots, Henry the ſecond laid it as you fee; yet doth it remain the head oi 
that honour, on which in other Shires many Knights Fees, and ſixteen in this, attended, Here David 
Farl of this and Arguiſe, Father of 1/abel de Br, founded the Hoſpital o1S. Jon Baptiſt: And Love- 
tote here upon the Fee of Euſtace the Vicount, built to the honour of ihe ble{ſ:d Virgin, the Priory 
of Black Cannons ; valued at the Suppreſſion 232. 1. 7 s. ob. Here at the North end was a huule 
of Fryers, and without the Town at Hinchingbrook,, a Cloiſtey of Nuns, valued at 191. 9 s. 2 d. 
founded by the firſt William, in place of S, Pandonia at Elreſly (by him ſuppreſſed J) where near the 
end of the laſt Henry,the Family of the Cromwells began theix Seat. To this Shire-Town, and benefic 
of the neighbour Countries,this River was Navigable, until the power of Grey, a min'on of tis 
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time, ſlopt that paſſage, and with it all redreſs either by Law or Parliament, By Charter of King 
Jobnthis Town hath a peculiar Coroner , profit by Toll and Cuſtome, Recorder, Town Clerks, and 
two Baylifs(eleQted annually for government) as at Parliament two Burgeſſes, for advice and aſſent; 
and is the Lord of it ſelf in Fee-f arme. 

(5) The reſtof the Hundred ( wherein Ws Shire-Town lieth) is the Eaſt part of the County, 
and of Hurſt a Pariſh in the center of it, named HURSTINGSTON, it was the Fee-farme of 
'Ramſey Abbey, which cn a point ofFertile Land thruſt out into the Feng, is therein ſituate, founded 
4n the year 9&9. to God, our Lady, and S. Benedif?, by Earle Aylwin of the Royal bloud, reples 
milked with Monkes from Weſtbury, by Oſwald of Yorke, and dedicated by Dunſtan of Canterbury, 
Archiſhops. By Abbot Reginald 1 +14. this Church was re-edified, by Magnavill Earle of £/7:x, not 
Jong after ſpoiled, and by Henry tke third, firſt of all the N5rman Princes, viſited; when waliied with 
the Sicilian wars, Regals m.nſe Hoſpitaluas ita abbreviata ſuit, ut cum Abbatibes, Clericys T&F wiry 'ath 
bumilibws, Hoſpitiaqueſivit 79 prandia. This Monaſtery ( the ſhrine of two martyred Kin,s, Ethel. 
bright and, Erhelred, and of Sint Ive the Perſian Biſhop ) by humble piety at firſt, and pious charity, 
aſcended ſuch a pitch of worldly fortune, that it transformed their Founder ( religious poverty | in» 
to theirruine, the attribute of Ramſey the rich ; ſor having made themſelves Lords'of 387: Hiles of 
Land(whereof 200. inthis ſhire, ſo much asat an eaſle and under rent, was at the Suppre fin vs 
lurdat 153.1. 15.3. 2-0. q.but by account of this time annually amounts to 5000 |. _) they then 
degan to affe&t popular command, and firſteneloſing that large circuit of Land and Witer, f-r in it 
lycth the Mile ſquare Mecre of Ranſey as a peculiar Seigniory to them, called the Baleuc or Bingy, 
bounved as the Shire, from Ely, and from Nzrman-Croffe with the Hundred Meere, by <overaigne 
Grant they enjoyed regalliberty, And then aſpiring a ſep further, to place in Parliament., m.ve 
Broughton the head oi their Barony , annexing to it in this Shire four Knights Fees, Thus ig 
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great glory it Nood above 400. years, until Henry the Eight ( amongſt many other once bright 
Aamps ot Learnivg and Religion in tt ts State, though then obſcured with thoſe blemiſhes to wealth 
zad caſe concomitant ) difſclved the Houſe, although Fohn Warboys then abbot, and his 6o. black 
Monkes there maintained, were of the firſt that under their hands and conventual Seal proteſted, 
Quod Romanw Pontifex non habet m:jorem aliquam Furiſd1At mem collatam fibi a Deo in Regno Anglie guzm 
quius al:4 extern Ejiſ.opis. A Cell tothis rich Monaſtery was S. ves Priory, built in that plcae 
ot Slep b. Earle &delmw, in in the reign of the laſt Edmund, where the incorrupted body of S. fve 
there oncean Hermit, ina Vi! in revealed, -was by Ednothws taken up.in his Robes Epiſcopal,. and 
dedicated in the preſence of S1ward Farle of this County, and that Lady of renowned piety Ethel- 
fieda, to the ſacred memory of this Perſian Biſhop. Not far-from this is Somerſham, the gilt of the 
Saxon Earle Brithnoth#s to the Church ot Ely, betore his own fatal expediticn againſt the Dan-s : It 
is the hezd of thoſe five Towns, of whichthe $-4e is compoſed, and was an houſe to the See of Ely, 
well beautified by 7shn Stenlcy their Biſhopz but now by exchange is annexed tv the Crown. As 
the'e, ſo all thexeſt of this Hundred was the Churches land, except Rippon Regs ancient Demaine. 
To which Sople (referved Forreſt) adjoyned, 2nd the greater Stivecley, given by the laſt David Earle 

ot Huntingdon, in Fee to his three Servants, Sentlire, L akervile, and Camoys. 
8) NORM ANS CROS the next Hundred, taketh name of a Croſs above Stilton, the 
lace where in former ages this Diviſion muſtered their people, whence Wapentake is derived : it 
ditin two Religious houſes, the cldeſt in the confines of Newton and Cheſterton, neer the River of 
Avon, now Nene founded (by the firſt Abbefſe Keneburga, the Daughter of Penda, and Wife of E- 
fred, King of Northumberland ) Weſt fide a Trench, where Ermin:ftreet-way croſſed over the River by 
aStone bridge, whoſe ruines are now drowned, whence the Roman Town there ſeated on both 
ides took the name Durobrive, as TrajeQw Flumins, But this Nunnery as raiſed, was alſb _ 
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by the Danes before the Conqueſt, The other a Monaſtery of Ciftercian black Monks, ere&ed in ho: 
nour of the Virgin Mary, by the ſecond Simon Earl of Hantington, at Saltry Judeth, the Land of a 
Lady of that name, wite of Earl Waltheof, daughter of Lambert Earl of Leins, Necce to the Con- 
querour by his ſiſter, (her Mother )and Grand-mother to this Founder Malcolme, and William, Kings 
of Scots, Earles of Huntington, and Heirs of this Lady, firengthened by ſeveral Charters this pious 
work, Many chief of that Line, as the laſt Earl Vovid, brother to King Wiltiam, as Iſabel, the witc 
of Robert de Brxs his Daughters Heir 3 and mof} of the ſecond branch, her Progeny making here 
their Burials. This houſe now level with the ground, maintained beſides the Abbot, ſix Monks, 
and 22, Hindes, and was at the Suppreffion valued at- 199.1.11.$.8. 4. The Founders and Patr-n 
of this Monaſtery were the Lords of the next place Comnington, firft the ſeat of Turks Earle of 
the E3/? Argles, that invited Swayne from Denmarke to invade this Land ; and wio firſt ſquared out 
the unbounded marifhes of this part, to the bordering Towns 3 his rule of proportion altowing to 
every pariſh tantum de Yariſco, quantum de ſicca terra in breadth, in which none , ſme licentia Domini 
might vel fodere,uel falcare, but leaving moſt to inter-common by vicitzge. This Daxe exiled C when 
the reſt of his Countrymen were by Edward Confeſſor ) his land here was given to Earl Waltheof, by 
whoſe eldeſt heir Matilda married to David King of Scots, it went along in that Male Line, untill 
dy death iſſuleſs of John Earle of _ and Huntington, it fell in partage, to his ſiſter Iſabe! 4 Br, 
one of his Heirs, from whoſe ſecond Son Bernard, the Family of Cotton by Lineal ſucceffion hold» 
eth this Land, whereto Glatton the adjoyning Pariſh is now by bounty of a {econd branch annex- 
ed. It was inthis Shire the head of the honour of Boleine, on which Connington, Walimsford,Cibſon, 
StiLington, and Veſiyes Mannor in Cheſterton attended: part of it is the freſh Sea Wittlemecre, four 
mile in breadth over which when Emma, and her Children, the iflue of Canutzs, fayted with fome 
peril, her Husband in prevention of the like, from Bottſey in a ſtraight courſe to the oppoſite _ 
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land, lined with his Attendant Swords that paſſage, which ſince hath borne the name of Swords 
Delph, Kings ox Canutzs dyke» This Seignory. was granted by the Conquerour to Buftace Earle of 
Bolin, Brother to Lambert Earle of Leins, and Father to Godfrey King of jeruſalem ; reverting it was 
givea to Richard Earle of Cornwall, who granted out of it the two Meeres, Vbbe Mere and Brich 
Deere, in Fee-Farme to the Church of Ramſey, Then after ſundry changes it came to John of Gaunt, 
in m—_ ofthe Earldome of Richmond, and fo by deſce it fell again into the Grown, Waſhingley, 
Cnot far off ) from the ancient Lord of that name, by Drwe, and Orter,came to the Princes that now 
poſſeſſeth it, In Cheſterton ixom Wadſheafe by Dennyes there.» to the Sevils ( an ancient name in this 
Shire) a Mannor deſcended. The reft from Fgidiw de Merk; {who gave there much to Royſton Priory) 
paſſed by 4mundevtl to Glouceſter, and ſo to Veſcey by exchaj.,ze. In Elton, the houſe rich in a beaute- 
ous Chappel, from Denhom to Sapcotes, and Saultre Beaumesgirom that ſirname (near the time of the 
Conqueſt ) by Louth to Cornwalls defcended 3 as Bottle-bridge by Gimels, Drayton, Lover, unto Sherley 
the now Lord. * | 
C9) LETTUNESTAN HUNDRED hath that name from Leighton, a Town in the 
middeſt of it, givenby Earle Waltheaf to the Church of Lincolne, which after ſhared it into two 
Prebendaries. One, the Parſonage impropriate, which liſt remaineth : the other C the Lordfhips ) 
was reſumed by Henry the eight, and now by the Heir of:Darcy matched to the Lord Clifton, is be- 
come the feat of the Barony, This Hundred had in it no houſe of Religion, but Stonley,a Priory of 
ſeven black Channons of the oxder of 5. Auguſtine, found:d by the Bigrames, and at the Supprefion 
valued at 62.1. 12. 5. 3.9, ob. It ſtood within the reach of the great Mannor Kimbolton ( once an 
Hundred ) which was the land of Earle Hareld the Ufurper : aſter by grant it came with the Chaſe 
of Swineſhewed to Fitz-Peter, from whom by Magnavil to Bohum ( who in time of the tumultuous 
Barons built there a. Forcelet ,) and ſo to Stfferd, by whoſe attainture forfeited, it was Given by 
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Henry the eight to the Family of Wingfield that now poſſefſeth it. At Bugden the See of LincolIne hatha 
ſcat, and was Lord of Spaldwick, and the Soke (C given in compenſation from the Church of Eh, 
when rent from them, it was by the firſt Henry made a BEiſhoprick) until o! late that Church gave up 
their intereſt in Spaldwickto the Crown Brampton was given by King John at Mirabel, to Earle Da- 
vid, and by Ada his youngeſt Daughter fell to Hoftings Earl of Pembroke, and now is reverted to the 
King, Tothe ſame Earle David by gift of the former King came 4lcmesbwy, and by the bounty 
of Jobn Scot his ſon to Segrave, and ſo the Lord Barkeley the late poſſeſſor. To Serlo de Quincy Earle 
of Wincheſter, was Keſtonby Henry the ſecond given, by whoſe Heir general Ferrars, it came to the 
late Earl of Efes, and by exchange to the Crown, 

(10) TOULESLAND HUNDRED, taketh name likewiſe of a Town therein ſitu- 
ate in the out Angle of this, to the memory of S. Neotz4 a Monk of Glaſtenbury, but the ſuppoſed 
ſon to Ethelwolfe King of the We/t-Sazons ( whoſe body from Neoſtock in Cornwall was transferred 
to Arnalphesbury, then of Arnulphws a holy man, now Enesbury named ) Earl Alrich and Erhelfled 
turned the Palace of Earl Elfred into a Monaſtery of black Monks, which was razed by the 
Danes ; but out of the alhes of this, Roifia ( wife to Richard the ſon of Earl Gilbert ) to God, our 
Lady de Becco, and. S. Neot (as a Cell to the Abbey of Beceo in Normandy ) ere#ted up of black 
Monks in the year 1113. the late Priory of S. Nedes, fuppreſſed by Henry the eight , and valued at 
256.1. 15.d.q at Southo ( the Land of Euſtachiss the Sheriffe)) Lovetote made the ſeat of that 
Seigniory : on which in this Shire 13 Knights Fees and a half depended : But from hisline by gift 
of Verdon and Veſcy drowned were theſe in the honour of Glouceſter, Near to this at Cretingsbwy 
dwelt 5. Adam de Cretings, famous in Edward the thirds wars of France, whoſe Heire General 
Wauton doth now poſſeſs it. Staunton given by the firſt Wilian to Gilbert de Gaunt, after the death 
iNueleſs of De Rupes, eſcheated tothe King, who gave itto Joan his ſiſter Queen of Scots, She : 
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the Abbey of Tarent beſtowed part, the reſt reverting being giyen to Segrave, deſcended to the Ba- 
cons of Berkly, Godmanchefter, or Gormancheſter ( ſo named of that Dane to whom Alfred at his con- 
verſion granted ſome regiment in theſe par!s) was the old Land of the Crown, now the Inhabitants 
in Fee-farme, by grant of King John, pro Sexes wiginti lib7s pondere {9 numero. It is flat ſeated by as 
fruitful and Aowry Meadows as any this Kingdome yeeldeth, and is the inofi ſpacious of any one Pa- 
eiſh in fertile tillage, ofth aving waited on their Soveraign Lords with nineſcore Ploughes in a ru- 
ral pompe : Some from the name Guniceſter, (which this often bearcth in record) ſuppole it the City 
where Machu placed his Biſhops Ghaire. But for certain it was that Romane Town Duroſipont, of 
the Bridges named, ſo many hundred years ( untill the light of our Briraine Story overſhone it) for- 
gotten. Thug as this City, ſo the o1d Families have been heregvith time outworne, few onely ( of the 
© many former) now remaining, whoſe ſfirnames before the rein of the laſt Hemy were in this Shire 
of any eminency, But, | 


Non indignemur mortalia Noming ſolvi, 
Cernimus exemplu Oppida paſſe mori 


Let's not repine that.Men and Na zes dodie, 
Since ſtone: built Cities dead and rhin'd lie, 


This Deſcription I recerved from a ri che werthy and learned Fried, 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 


UTLAND-SHIRE, the leaft of any County in this Realm, is circulated upon the 

North with Lincoln ſhire ; upon the Eaſt and South by the River Weland is parted from 
Northampton-ſhire 3 and the Weſt is altogether held in with Leiceſter-ſhire, 

(2) The Form thereof is round, and no larger in compaſs than a light horſe-man can 

eaſily ride about ina day : upon which occaſion ſome will have the Shire named of one 

Rar, that ſo rode. But others from the Redneſs of the Soyl, will have it called Rurland;and ſo the 019 

Engliſh-Sazons called it, for that Roer and Rut is in their Tongue Red with us, and may very well 

give the natne of this Province, ſceing the earth doth ſain the woo! of her ſheep into a reddiſh co» 

lour. Neither is it ſtrange, that the Nain of the Soil gives names unto places, and that very many : 

for have we not in Cheſſhire the Red Rock, in Lancaſhire the RedBankz, and in Wales Rutland Caſtle. 

To ſpeak nothing of that famous Red Sea, which {hooteth into the Land betwixt Egypt and Arabia, 

which gave back her waters forthe 17gelites to paſs on foot : all of them named from the colour 0 


- the Soile, 


(3) The longeſt part of this Shire is from Caldecot in the South upon the River Ey, unto Thifle- 
ton a ſmall Village ſeated in the North, not fully twelve miles : and from Timwelt! Eaſt-ward, to 
Wifenden in the Weſt, her broadeſt extent is hardly nine: the whole circumference about forty 
miles, 

' (4) The Aire is good both for health and delight, ſubje& to neitherextremity of heat nor cold, 
nor is greatly troubled with foggy miſts, Th 
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The Soile is rich, and for Corn and tillage gives place unto none. Woods there are plenty , and 
many of them imparked, Hills feeding heards of Neat, and flocks of ſheep; Vallies beſprinkled with 
many ſweet Springs 3 Grain in abunda'ice, and Paſtures not w.nting: in a wo:d, all things miniſtred 
to the content of lite, witha liberal heart and open hand, Only this is obj< Red, that the Circuit 
15 not great. l 
(5) The draught whereof, that 1 may ackn»wledge my duty and his right .1 received at th&hands 

of the right Honourable Jobn Lord Hurrengron, Baron of Extn, dane by himſcli in his younger 
years. ; : 
Near unto his houſe Burley, flanceth "4am a fair Market Town, which Lordſhip the fa'd Baron 
enjoyeth, with a Royalty \ mewhat ex'1402 nary, which is this : If aty *oble by birth cone 
within the Precin&t of the ſame Lord: hip,he ſhall forſeit as an homage a ſhooe from the horſe wheres 
on herideth, unleſs heredeem it at a price with mony. In witneſs whereof, there are many H-rſe- 
fhooes nailed upon the ShirceHall door, ſome of large ſize and ancient faſhion, others new, and of 
our preſent Nobility 3 whoſe names are thereupon ſtamped as followeth, 

Henry Haſtings. 

Roger Rutland. 

Edward L. Ruſſel, Earl of Bedford, 

Ralph L. Euwer of Parram, 

Henry L. Bertley, 

Henry L. Mordant, 

William L, Compton. 


Edward 
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Edward L. Dudley. 

Henry L. Winſor. 

George, Earl of Cumberland. 

Philip, Earl of Montgomery. 

L. Willoughly. | 

P. L. Wharton. 

The Lord Shandog. 


Beſides many others without Names. - 


That fuch homage was his due, the ſaid Lord himſelf told me 3 and at that inſtant a ſuit depended 
i0Law againſt the Earl of Linco/n, who refuſed to forfeit the penalty, or to pay his fine. 

(5) Her ancient Inhabitant known to the Romans, mentioned in Prolomy, were the Coritani, and 
by him branched thorow Leiceſter, Lin-olne, Nuntingham, Darby-ſhize, and this z who with the T-enians 
were ſubd::ed by-P. Otorizs under the yoke of Claudizs the Roman Emperour : and at-their departure, 
by conqueſ} of the Saxons made.'it a Province unto their Mercran Kingdome, whoſe fortunes like - 
wiſe coming to a full period, the Normans annexed it under their Crown. - 

(7) This County -King Edward Confeſſor bequeathed by his Teſtament unto Queen Eadgith his 
wife, and after her deceaſe unto his Monaſtery at WWeftminiter, which i#ilhom the Conquerour can- 
er and made void, beftc wing the Lands upon others, the'Tithes and the Church unto: thoſe 

2s, . 

Th u the E:yr777 here firſt ſeated, b:(ides the credit of Writers, the Horſe- ſhove, whoſe hadgethen” 
it was, doth witneis 5 where in the Gaſtle, ang now: the: Shire- Ball,, right over the —_ 
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Judge, a Horſe-ſhooe of Iron curiouſly wrought, containing five foot and a half in length, and the 
breadth thereto proportionably is fixed. The Caſtle hath. been ftrong , but now is decayed, the 
Church fair, and the Town ſpacious ; whoſe degree of Longitude 15 19, 46. ſcruples, and the 
North-poles elevation jn Latitude 53. degrees and 7, minutes. 

($) Let it not ſeem offenſive, that 1 (C to fill up this little Shire ) have inſerted the ſeat of a Town 
not fited in this County : for beſides the conveniency of place, the circvit and beauty, but eſpeci- 
ally it being for a time an Univerſity , did move much; yea, and the fir inthis 1fland,if John Har- 
dings Author faile him not, that will have Bladud to bring from Athens cextain Philoſophers, whom 
here he ſeated, and made public! proſeſſion ci the Liberal Sciences, where ( as he ſaith) a great 
number of Schclars ſtudied the Arts, and ſo continued an Univerſity unto the coming of Augi/tine, 
at which time the Biſhop of Rons interdictes it, for certain Eereſies ſprung vp among the Bnitaines 
and Saxons, But moſt true it is, that the Reign of King Edward the thixd , upon debate falling be. 
twixt the Southern and Northern Students at Ozford, many Schook men withdrew themſelves hi- 
ther, and a while proſeſſed, and named a Coiedge, according to one in Oxford, Brazex-noſe, which 
retaineth that name unto this day, This was ſo.great a skar unto the other, that when they were 
cecalled by Proclamation to Oxford, it ns gedyided by.Oath, that no-Student in Owford ſhould publicly 
profeſs or read inthe Arts at Stanford,; to the prejudice of -Qwſord. © d [+122 

(9) Asthis Shire is the leaſt in gixcuit, ſo is it with the ſeweſl. Market Towns repleniſhed; having 
onely two. And from Societies that feed upon the labours ot others, was this Land the freeſi:for be- 
ices Riſhal, where T:hba the Falconers Goddeſs was worſhipped for a Saint, when Superſtition had 
well neer put Gods true,honour out of place, I find very few 3 neither with more Caſtles ſtrexigthen- 
cd than that at Ok3m, whoſe ruines ſb-wthat a Caſtle hath been there, . LASERS 

Div ided it i. into five Hundreds, and theraig/arc planted forty eight Pariſh-Churches, '/- +» « 
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CHAPTER XXX. 
IL EICESTER-SHIRE, lying bordered upon the North with Nottingham ſhire; upon the 


Eaſt, with Lincoln and Rutland 3 upon the South with Northampton-ſhirczand upon the Weſt 

with IWatling- ſtreet-way, is parted from WarwpieA.fhi: ezthe reſt being bounded with the confines 

of Darby, is a Country Champion, abounding in Corn, but ſpary of woods, eſpecially in the 
South and Eaſt parts, which are fupplyed with Pit-coales plenteoufly gotten in the North of this 
Province, and with abundance of Cattle bred in the hills beyond the River Weak, which is nothing 
ſo well inhabited as the ref, 

C2) The Aire is gentle, milde, and temperate, and piveth appetite both to labour and reſt : 
wholeſome it is, and Craweth mans life to a long age, and that much with-ut ſickneſs. at Carlcron 
onely ſome defet of pronunciation appeareth in their ſpeech. 

(3) The ſoile thus: conſiſting, the commodities are raiſed accordingly of Corn, Cattle, and 
Coales ; and in the Rocks near -Bever are ſometimes ſound the Aſirorres, the Star-like precious 
Stone, | , 

(4) The ancient people that inhabited this County, were the Coritzni, who were ſpread further 
into other Shires, but after that the Romans had left the Land to it ſelf, this with many more fell to 
be under the poſſeſſion and government of the Mercians,and their Kings, from whom the Engliſh cn- 
joycd it at this day. | Re 

(s) In Circular-wiſe| almoſt. ) the compaſs of this Shire is drawn indifferegtly ſpacious, but 
not very thick of Incleſures, being fromEaſito Weſtin the broaccfi part not ſully 3o, miles, and: 

they RY: LE | from 
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from North to South but 2.4. the whole circumſere-ice about 196. miles ; whoſe principal City is ſet, 
as the Center, almoſt in the midſts from whom the Pole is elevated 53. degrees, and 4, minutes in La- 
titude, and ſor Longitude, 19. degrees, 22. minut#;, 

(6) Fromthis Town the Shire hath the name, hough the name of her ſelf is diverſly written, as 
Legeceſtria, Legara, Legeo. _ by Ninize , Cay-Lerionz by Matthew of Weſtmirſter C if we Co 
not miſtake him ) Wiral 3 and now laſtly, Leiceftgys ancient enough if King Leir was her builder, 
eight hundred forty and ſour years before the bi of our Saviour, wherein he placed a Flamine 
toſervein the Temple of Janus, by himſelf there exeed, and where he was buried, if Jeſery op 
Anhur fay true: but now certain it is, that Etkelyed the ZWercian Monarch made it an Epiſcopal See, 
in the year of Chriſt Jeſus, 60. wherein Seawutfh of his cleftion became the firſt Biſhop 3 which 
ſhortly after was thence tranſlated, and therewita the beauty of the Town 'began to decay 3 upon 
whoſe deſolations that ereQtiiying Lady Edelfled' coſt her eyes of compaſſion, and both re-edified the 
buildings, and compaſſed it about with a Arong 1/7all, where, in ſhort time the Cities tr2Ce ſo increa- 
ſed, that Matthew Pars in his leſſer Story report'th as foloweths Lege:- ceſter (ſaith he) » a right 
wealthy City, and notably defended 3 and had the 1 of a ſure foundation, were inferiour to no City *1ut/3- 
ever. But this pride of proſperity long laſted nof'xnder the Normans, for it was ſore oppreſſed witn 
world of calamities, when Robert Bofſn the Croy;h-back Earl of that Province, rebelled egainſt his 
Soveraign Lord King Henry the ſecond : whergf hear the ſame Author Pars ſpeak: Throvgh 11:2 
«bſinate ſiubbornneſs of Earle Robert C ſaith he BY rcble City Leiceſter was beſieged ard thrown down 
by King Benry, and the wall that ſeemed indiſSmble, was unterly raced exen tothe ground. The pie- 
ces of theſe Fragments ſo fallen down remained in his dayes hke to hard Rocks, through the 
firength af the Mcrter cementing whole lumps together: and £t the Kings command the City 
was {et on fire end burnt, the Cifile raced, anda beavy impoſition laid vpon the Citizens, whowuth 
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LEICESTER SHIRE. 


ercat ſums of money bought their own baniſhments :; but were ſo uſed in their departure, that 
for extreain fear many of tizem took SanEtuary, boih at S. Eimunds and S. Albanes. In repentance 
of theſe rrifchieles, the Author thereof, Exrl Robert, built the Monattery oi S. Maty de Prats, 
wherein himnfclh becunea Canon Regular, end tor £ſeen years continuance in fad laments ſerved 
God in continual prayers, Withthe like devotion, Henry the firſt Duxe of Lerca/Ter built an Hoſpi- 
tal for an hundxed and ten poor people, with a Collegiate Church, a Leangtirelve Canons Prebenda- 
ri-5,25 many Vicars, ſufficiently pruv:ced for with Revenues; wherein himſelt Ty: buried: and ir 
Iwas the preate(t ornament of that City, untiithke hand of King Kenry the eighth lay OVEr-Bicavy upon 
ul} the like found:tions, «nd jaid their aſpired tops at his own teet, 

The fortunes of another Croub bach ( King ti.hard the Uſurper ! who no iefs remarkable in this 
City than the ſormer Robert was, both of them in lixe degree of dilhonourable courſe of life,though 


of d&:F-rent Nee at their deaths, the one dying penitemt and of devout eſteern 3 the other leaving 
the ticnch «< oY r:nnv to il 'olow!ng BUS 3 wo from t15 City ſctring torth 111 Cne day with 


rent porn, andin Battle aray, to keepthe Crown ſure upon his own Helmet, in a ſore fought 
d, velit b th if und hisie, unto the head aud hands of Henry of Richmond his Congue- 


Ti nnuthenent Cay was brought back, like a Hog, nak<d and torn, and with contempt, without 
. . t . » 4 ; Ws , [-» _ ; PP Fo 4 
4s Oh.curcly boricd in the Gray Fricrs of this City 3 whoſe fupprefiion hath ſuppreſſed the piot 


lace of his grave, and only the tlone-cheſt wherein he was laid ( a Crinking trough now for horſey 
1 2acommun lone) retzincth ine memory of that great Monarchs runeral: -and fo did a flone in the 
Aurchend Chappel of >, Marier,incloſe the corps of the proud and poniifical Cardinal Wolſey, who 

hail prepared for himſelf, as was fad, a far more richer Monunent, 
) Oitor pl.ccs woghy of rex.emvrance in this ſhire were theſe: In the Weſt, where a high 
Croſs wes £16 ed, in former times flood the faire City Clezceſter, the Romans BENONNE, 
where 
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where their Legions lay,and where their ewes principal wayes croſſed each other, as the Inhab 
tants report : Eoughborory in the North verge, was ( as Martians + affirmeth ) taken {cM | the Iriiaih 
by Cuthwolfz their ting, about the year of Chit 572. 

At Rednore, near B:ſmo: th, Wcfiwar, . it ts County, the ome of Englind lay in ÞR 3zard 
ofone Patt'e, when Ying Richards Fold w as\Hught , where the Land ut oace was freedifroma I y- 
rent and a wicked Up 7. Mew ther niay wibals Lutterworth, as the leaſt in account, exe the ſa. 
mOus TFoln Wick/iff, En glands? {-20112-ilay, diMrſed the clouds ot-all Papifticalt d akbef,by preach. 
ingthe G:ſpet 10 ch4* his charge 3 and thie of his PFDs lo picxGing in power, tht the nan of Sin-crter 
ſince hath b-en x beuter kns ,wHitcothe world. 

(8) Rel 4z'' 25hovſes by Princes ereed; and by them douced to Zo0d and his ſervice, the Ch1e- 
tet 1n this ©: Ke wrre at ! * eiceſter, Grace-Dieu, |'erby=Bell&rs, and »t Burton a Spittle for Lazers, a Gif. 
eaſe then newly approached in thi s Land, ſortgc crecion whereof 'a common contribution was pg :- 

thered thorow the Realme : the Patients in t} 's place were not ſo much deformed in $kin, as the o- 
ther were in the defets tor the ſoul ; whoſe $.irts being turned up to the ſight of the warld, _ C 
fhames were. diſcovered, and. thoſe houſes! ifſolyed, that hag long mainteined fuch twolatrou 
198, 

C9) This Shires diviſion 1s 5into {iS Hundr' Is, and in them are ſeated twelze Market. -16wus for 
commerce, and containeth in her circuit tw? *wngred PariſyChurckes, 


LINCGLN-SHIRE. 


CHAPTER XXXL. 


He County of Lincolne, by the Not nans called Nicolſhire, is confn2d on the North with Hur:- 
ber, on the Eaſt with the German? Ocean;upon the South, is parted from Cambridge and Nor. 
—_— ſbire by the River Nyne. and on the Weſt from Nottingham and Yorke-ſhires by Dun 
and Trent. ; 

(2) Thelength of this Proj, jnce extendeth from Barton unto Humber inthe North,une 
to Stanford upon the River Nyne in the Soj th,are miles by our Eng/y/bmeaſure fiity tive,& the breadth 
thereof from Newton in the Weſt, ſicetchgJ unto Winthorpupon her Eaſt Sea containeth thirty five, 
The wnole in circumference about one hymnered and cetghty miles. 

(3) The Aire upon the Eaſt and SoutfYart 1s both thick and foggy. by reaſon ofthe Fens and une 
ſolute grounds, but therewithal very modexate and pleaſing. Her graduation being removed from 
the Xquator to the degree of 53. and the windes that are ſent of her ſtill working Szas to diſperſe 
thoſe vapours from all power of hurt. © 

(4) The Form of this County doth ſomewhat reſemble the body of a Lute, whoſe Eaft coaſts 
lye bow-like into the German Ocean, all along peſtered with inlets of falt waters and ſands, which 
are neither firmnor ſafe for travellers, a#thoſe in the South proved unto King John, who marching 
North-ward from Northfol 4&2, againſt his diſloyal Barons, upon thoſe waſhes loft all his furniture 
and carriage by the ſudden return of the Fea, and ſoftneſs of the ſands. 

(5) Her Soile upon the Weſt and N/ ith is abundantly fertile, pleaſant, and rich, fored with 
paſturage, arable and meadowineg grout ds 3 the Eaſt and South Fenny end brackiſh, and gr Corn 
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barren ; but for ſo1w] 2nd fitkh exceeding any other in the Realms wherein, at ſome times and ſea: 
ſors of the year,hati; been talcen in nets, in Auguſt, at one Jdravght, above three thuuſand Mallards, 
and other Foutes of the like kind. 
C6) The Shires commodities cont cricfly in Corn, C ttle, Fiſh, Fowle, Flax 2n1 Alablafter; 
5 alſo 16 a Plaiſler much cfi-cincd of by the Romans for their works of Imagery 3 and whereot 
in his Newral Hiſtory roo th mention. - 2nd the 4/Iroiies, a preciovs ſtone, Star-like, point- 
nciently eftecined for their vortue in viRtories, upon the South: well 
of this County neer bevy are found : not fr thence in our Fathers memory, at {Harlitton was 
Pi. uehed up a druzen Vi (11, wi.crem was mcloſkeda % In Ecimet of an ancient faſhion, ſet with 
Precivus Ronces, which wes pcelenited to Katherine of Spain, Wie and Dowager to King Henry the 
nth in thnebirth of Beau-lerk , King Henry the firſt , whom Selby brought 
lenry te ivurth, at Bullingbro:ke born 3 but may as juſtly lament for the death 


Dr, herein poikuned by Strona Monke of Swynſtet Abbey 3 and of Queen Bleanor, wife t 


ing E£dvadthe fic, the mirrour of wedlock, and love to the Cumnons, who at Hardy, near Bui- 
trobroof?, bis btlt-place, ended herlife, 

($) Trade and commerce for provifion of life is vented thorow, thirty one Marict-Towns 
in this Shire, whercot Linro!re the Counties Namer is chief, by P:olomy 2nd Antorire called Lirdun, 
eds Lindecolling, end by the Normars, Nichol. Very ancient it is, and hath been more Magni- 

y ker many overturned ruines doth appear, and far more populous, as by Doomeſeayes 
ſeen, where It 15 recorves that this City contained a thouſand and feven Manſions , an 
ninekunored Burgeiſ's withtiwelve Lage-men, having Sac and Soc, And in the Normans time, ſait 
Pdais:esbury , it Was one Oi the beſt Cities of England, being a place for traffick of Mexchan- 
C126 
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ps: 
dize ſor all commerce by Land or Sea. Herein King Edward the third ordained his Staple for the 
Mat of Wools, Lewther, and Lead; and nolefs than filty Pariſh Churches did. beautifie the Came 2 
but now contuineh onely fiiteen,befides the Cathedral. Some ruines yet remain both of Frieries 
ard Nunneries,- Who Þo buricd in their own z{hes, and the City conquered, not by war, but by time 
and very age ; and yet hath ſhe not efcapee the calamity of ſword , as in the time cf tne Saxons, 
whence diihuy <r!arced their Boſt; the bk / alſo did Edmund to the deſtroying Danesz and by the 
Normares © ſuffe red ſore damnage, where K*p Srephenr was vanquitked and takt-n prifyners and 2- 
Bain, by t1:e third Merry, that afſcuited and 1ign it from kis rebellious Barons, By fire likzevyile it w2s 
[ure defaced, wherein no! onely the building$were conſuined, but withal many men and women 1n 
thex,oience thereof perifhed : ns alſo by ar Earth quike her foundation was much weakened and 
thaken, wherein the taire Cathedral! Chure Medicated to the Virgin of Virgins, wis rent in pLeces, 
The povernment of this City is committed Feorly to a Mayor, two Sherifes, tweive Aldermen in 
Scarlet, a Sword, a Hit of Eſtate, a Recoxger, Sword-bearer, and four Serjcants with aces : 
whoſe ſituation on a ſtcep hill ttandeth for Longitude in the degree 20. 10, icruples, the Pole elevated 
for Latitude from the degre* 5; and 50. fcruples, 

(9) Much hath been the devotion of Prifiess 11 building of religtous houſes in this County, as at 
Crowland, Lirco!ne, Mairk-by, Leyborre, Gren'elfh, 4lvingham, Newner;by, Grymmysly, Newjled, Eljhaw, 
Stansfeld, Syxhill, Torkeſry, Bryggerd, Thornehgtne, Nunco:tten, Foſs, Beving:, 4xholme Iſle, Goy&ewz#, 
5. Michaels near Stamford, Swyneſped, Spalding,” Kirke(t-d, OY c. 

(10) Commotions in this th:re were raiſed the eight and twentieth of King Henry the Eight , 
where twenty thouſand making inſurre&ti3n, violently {ware certain Lords and Gentlemen t0 
their Articles, But no ſooner they heard, ithe Kings power coming, but they Giſperſed tn-m- 
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ſelves, and ſued for pardon. And again inthe third year of King Edward the Sixt, in caſe of Inclo- 
ſures, Lincolne roſe in ſeditious manner, as did they of Cornwall, Devonſhire, York.ſbirs, and Norfolle : 
but aſter ſome laughters of their chiefeſt men, were reduced to former obedience. 

The Shires diviſion is into three principal parts, viz, Lindſey, Kefeven, and Holand ; Lindſey is ſub- 
divided into ſeventeen Hundreds, Keſteven into eleven, and Holand into three, containing in all 
thirty one, wherein are fituated thirty Market-Towns, and fix hundred thicty Pariſh Churches. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 


CHAPTER XXXII 


OTTINGHA M:SHIRE (\rom Nottingham her chiefeſt Town hath the Name, and 
that, ſomewhat ſoſtned »trum the Saxons Snoddenzaham, for the many Dens or Caves 
wrought in her Rocks and under ground } lycth bordered upon the North and North- 
weſt with T7k-jbire3 upon the Eaſt a good diltance by Trent is parted from, and with 
Lincolne-jhire altogether confined : South with Leice/ter-ſhire-3 and the Weſtt by the Ri 
ver Erwaſh 's ſeparated from Darby+ſh re. v | 
(2) For Forme long and Oval-wiſe, doubling in length twice her breadth, whoſe extreames are 
thus extended and diſtance obſerved : From Feningley > orth of Stearford in the South, are thirty 
eight Engliſh miles ; Weſt part from Tever.l to Beſthorp-in the Eaft, are little more than nineteen; 
whoſe circumference draweth much upon one hundred and ten miles, | ge 
( 3) The &ire is good, wholeſome and delectable : the Soyl is rich, fandy and clayie, as by 
the names of that:Counties diviſions may appear : and ſurcly for Corn and Graſs ſo fruitful, that it 
"5" 21h any other in the Realme : and for Water, Woyds, and Canell Coales abgndantly 
ſtored. na $5 
(4) Therein groweth a'Stone ſofter then Alabl z/ter, but being burnt maketh a plaiſter harder 
than that of Pars 3 wherewith they floor their upper roomes; tor-betwixt the Joyſis they lay one- 
ly long Bulruſhes; and thereon ſpread this Plaiſter ,, which being threughly dry becomes moſt ſolid 
and hard, (o that it ſeemeth rather to be firm ſtone than mortar, and is trod upon without all danger. 
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In the Weſt near Worksop groweth plenty of Liqrsrice, very delicious and good 

(5) More South in this Shire, at Stokz, in the VIgn of King Henyy the ſeventh, a preat battel 
was fought by John De-la-Poole Earl of Lircolne, v ich Richard the Uſurper had declared his heir 
apparenc 3 but Richard loſing his life, and De-la-Pgple his hopes, in (eeking here to ſet up a Lambert, 
fell down himſelt : and zt Newarke,after many trobwbles, King Jobn got his peace with the end of his 
liſe, . - 

(5) Trace and commerce ſor the Counties proviſion is ſrequented in eigkt Market Towns in 
this Shire, whereof Nottingh:m is both” the greateſt and beſt, a Town ſeated moſt pleaſant and 
delicate upon a kigh hill, for building ſtately, a number of. fair Qreets, ſurp2ſing and ſurmount- 
ing many other Cities, and for a ſpacious and moſt fair Warket place, doth compare with the 
beſt. Many range Vaults hewed out of the Rocks, in this Town are ſeen ; arid thoſe under the 
Caſtle of an eſpecial note, one for the ſtory of Chriſts Poſſion engraven in the Walls, and cut by the 
hand of David the ſecond King ol Scots, whilit he was therein detained priſoner. Another wherein 
Lord Mortimer was ſupprized in the non-3ge of: &irig Fdward the Third, cyer ſince bearing the 
name of Mortimers Hole ; ti.ee have their ſtaires an*ſeycral roomes made artificially even out of the 
Rocks: as alſo in that hill are dwelling houſes, 1-th winding faires, windowes, chimneys, and 
roome above roome, wrought all out of the ſolid"'{ock, The Caſtle is firong, and was kept by 
the Danes agairſt Burthred, Ethclred, and E!f-ed met and Weſt-Saxon Kings , who together 


? 


laid their ſiege againſt it : and for the ſurther Aaggth of the Town, King Edward firnamed the 

Elder, wakes it about, whereof ſome part as yetFemaines, from the Caftle to the Weſt-pate, and 

thence the ſoundation may be perceived tothe North : where inthe midſt of the way ranging with 

this banke , Nands a Gate of Stone , and the ſame Tract paſſing along the North part may well - 
| perceive! 
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perceived ; the reſi tuthe River and thence to the Caſtle are built upon, and thereby buried from 
ſight: whoſe circuit, asI took it, extengdeth two thouſand one hundred twenty paces. 

C7) In the wars betwixt Stephen and Maud the Empreſs, by Robert Earle of Gloceſter theſe Walls 
were caſt down, whenalſo the Town Itſelf ſuffered the calamity of fire : but recovered to her ſor- 
mer eſtate, hath ſince increaſed in beauty and wealth, and a* this day is governed by a Mayor and ſix 
Aldermen, clad in Scarlet, two Sheriffs, two Chamberlaines, a Town-Clerk, and fix Sergeants with 
Maces, their attenders ; whoſe poſition hath the Pole elevated fifty three degrees, 25. minutes in La- 
titude, and hath the Meridian nine degrees and 25. minutes, This Town hath been honoured by 
theſe Princes Titles, and theſe Princes dignified with the Earldome of Nottingham, whoſe ſeveral 
Armes and Names arc in the great Map expreſſed. X 

Religious houſes that have been ereAed and now ſupprefied in the compaſs of this County, chicky 
were Newſted, Lenton, Shelford, Southwell, Thurgarton, Blith, Welbeck, and Radford; in Nottinghan the 
IVhite and Gray Friers, beſides alutle Chappel dedicated to S. John, All which ſhew the devotions of 
thoſe former times 3 which their remembrance may move, if not condemn us, that have more know- 
ledge, but far leſs picty. 

T he Shires diviſion is principally into two: which the Inhabitants term the Sand and the Clay ; 
but tor Taxe to the Crown, or ſervice for State, is parted into eight Wapentakes or Hundreds, 
wherein arc ſcated 168, Parith Churches, 
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DAR BY-SHIRF. 
| CHAPTER XXXIII 


ARBY-SHIRE licthincloſed upon her North parts with Tor4:ſhirezupon the Ezft with 
Nottingham ſhire; upon the South of Leiceſter-ſhire 3 and upon the Welt is parted with the 
| Rivers Dove and Goyt from Stafford and Cheſſe-ſhives, | 
— (2) Itis in Forme ſomewhat triangle, though nat of any equal diſtance, growing from 
her narrgw South-pbine ſtil] wider, and in the North is at the broadeſt: © For from $:retton near the 
head of 7Hz#s, to New-chappel ſeated near the head of Derwent, the two. extremes from-North to 
South are thirty eight miles + but fron the Shiye- O%es unto the meeting of Merizy and Goyt, the broad- 
eſt part of atthis $1: is not full wenry nine; th: wholein circumter=nce extendeth to an hundred 
and thirty miles. | 
(3) The Aire is'good and yery healthful ; the foile 1s rich, eſpecially in her South and Ef 
parts 3 but inthe North end Weſt is hilly, with a black and moſſi= ground, both of thern ſaſt handed, 
to the Elqughers pames- though very. liberal in her oth=r gilts : whoſe natures thus diſſenting, 
he River Derwent. doth divige aſunder,.-that taketh courſe thorow the heart of midff of this Coun- 
ty «Ai a £ vt « : . . 


. F4 6 238. » WM p . 3 : f 
(4) Fheangent pple that poſſeſſediheſe varts in the times of the Romane aſſaults, were the 
Coritant, whom Prolomy difperſeth thorow Nerthampton- ſhire, Leiceſter, Rutland, Lincolne, Notting- 
ham, and,this Shire, who were all of them ſubdued by P.Oſtorizs Seapula, Lieutenant in this Province 
for Claudizss the Emperovr. ' But Romes. Empire: falling in Britaine, by the inteſtine Wars among 
LaAWITESL > Fes "UE Fea, * # . rue 
themſelves, the Saxons, { a, More (avage.andirathil Nation) Joqn brought it under, their ſub. 
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jefion, and made this a Province unto their Mercians Kingdome, whom the Me2-Saxons firſt wan 
and again 19f to the No-mans, ; | 

(5) It is fored with many commodities, 2nd them of much worth 3 for beſides Woods and Cattle, 
Sheep ani Corn, every where over-ſpreading the face of this County, the Mill-/one, Cryſtal 
and .Al1b/aſier, the Mines of Pit-co2l, Iron, and Lead, are of great price: whereof the laſt js menti- 
ened in Pliny, who writeth, that in Britaine, in the very cruſt of the Ground, without any deep digging, # 
gotten ſo great ſtore of Lead, and there 4 8 Law expy-ſly made of purpoſe, forbidding men tro mak mers than 
to a certain ſtint, Whoſe ſlores are plenteouſly gotten in thoſe mountaines, and me-lted into Sowes, t» 
no ſmall profit of the Countrey. There is found alſo in certaiyvey nes of the earth S:ibium, which 
the Apothecaries call Antimonium, and the Alchymiſtchold in great eſteem. 

. (6) Places of commerce, or memorable note, the firſt 1s Darby, the Shive-Town, called by the Dares 
Deoraby, ſeated upon the Weſt bank of Derwent, where alſo a ſmall Brooke riſing Weſtward, runneth 
thorow the Town under nine Bridges before it meets with ker far greates Kiver Derwent, which 
preſently it doth, aiter ſhe hath paſſ-d Tenant Bridge in the South Eat 04 the Town. But a Bridge of 
more beauty built all of Free-/ton?, is paſſcd over Derwent in the North Eaſt of the Town, whercon 
Randeth a fair lone Chappel, both of thera bearing the names of F, Maries : five other Churches 
arein this 1] own, thechicfe whereot is called 4thall.wes, wioſe ſiceple or B-ll- Tower being buth 
beautiful and high, wa: built onely at the charges of young. mien an-! maids, as 1s witnefſed by the 
inſcription cut in the ſame upon every ſquare of the Steeple, Among the miſerable deſolations of 
the Danes, this Town bare a part, but by Lady Erhelfl-dz was again cepviced, and 15 at this day in- 
corporated with the yearly government of two Bailifſc;, ele& out of twerity tour brethren, bei;des 
as many Burgeſſes oft Common Councel, a Recor, T.zp Cleric, and two Sergeants with Mace; 
whoſe Graduation is obſerved from the Equator to be 53. degiees,25, icruples, and fromthe firſt point 
1n the Weſt, 19, degrees, 2, ſcruples, Y (7) Liwulcs+ 
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(5) Lintle-Chefler (by the Romiſh Money there daily found) feemeth to have been ancient, and that 
a Colony of the Romane Souldiers there lay. Yet of far greater Fame was Repandunum, now Reptoy, 
where Ethelbald the ninth King of the Mercians, and fifteenth Monarch of the Engliſhmen, flain at Seg- 
geſtpald by the treaſon of his Subjefts, was interred :; and whence Burthred, the laſt King of that peo. 
ple, was expulſed with his Queen Ethelſwith, by the rage of the Danes, after twenty two years reign, 
But with a more pleaſing eye we may behold Mzlboyne, the memorial of Engliſhnens great valour, 
where in that Caſtle was kept priſoner John Duke of Burbon, taken captive in the battle of Agincom, 
afid therein detained the ſpace of nineteen years. 

C8) Things of ranger note are the hot Water-ſprings burſting forth of the ground at Buxton, 
where out of the Rock within the compaſs of eight yards, nine Springs ariſe, eight of them warme, 
but the ninth very co1d, Theſe run from under a fair ſquare building of Free-ſtone, and about three- 
ſcore paces off, receive another hot Spring from a Well, incloſed with four flat ftones, called Saint 
Arnes 3 nezr unto which, another very cold Spring bubled up. The report goeth among the by- 
dwellers, that great cures by theſe waters have been done : but daily experience ſheweth, that they 
are good for the ſtomack and ſinews, and very pleaſant to bathe the body in. Not far thence is 
Elden- bole, whereof ſtrange things have been told, and this is confidently affirmed, the waters that 
trickle from the top of that Cave ( which indeed is very ſpacious, but of low and narrow entrance 
do congeal into tone, and hang as iſickles inthe root Some of them were ſhewed at my being there, 
which I:ke unto ſuch as the Froſt congealeth, were hollow within, and grew Taper-wiſe towards 
their points, very white, and ſomewhat Chryſtal-Iike. And ſeven miles thence upon a mounted hill, 
fianceth a Caftle, under which there is a hole or Cave in the ground of a marvellous capacity, which 
is commonly called The Devils Arſe in the Peake, whereof Gervaſe of Tilbury hath told many pretty 
tzles, and others Co make it one of the wonders of our Lang, 

(9)AS 
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(9) Asin otherCountics deyorions of the R-ligious have bz3n made apparent in the ere&ion 
of places for Gads peculiar Service ; ſo in this have been founded'cighr of that nature, which were 
Dale, Derelege, Naiby, Repton, Brchif,, Graieſley, Faverwell, and PoRewerke : wheſc peace and plenty 
ſtood ſecure trom all danger till rhe-bluſtering winges arifing in the Reign of King Hezry the eight, 
blew off the pinacles of their beaureous buildings, and ſhook aſunder rhe revenues. of thoſe Founda- 


tiofs which never arc like again.to be [aid | 32 5-7 2 As _ 
(10)- This.:Shire-is divided into 'fix; Hundreds, Whorein © haye been ſeated ſeyen Caſtles, 
and is ſtill cxaded with cight Matket- Towns >* and replcniſhed with one Hundred and fix Pariſh. 
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STAFFORD-SHIRE. 
CHAPTER. XXXIV. 
> TAFFORD-SHIRE, whoſe ficuarion is much about che middle of England, meeterh 


upon the North with Cheſs»ſhire and Darby, and that in a Triangle point, where three ſtones 

are pitched for the bounds of theſe Shire 5 ir is parted from Darby ſhire on the Eaſt with 

Dowe and with Trent ; che Souch is confined with Warwick and Worceſter-ſbires,and rhe Weſt 
burterh againſt the County of Shrop-ſbire. ; 

(2) The form thereof is ſomewhat Loz2ng-like, thar is, ſharp ar borh ends, and broadeſt in 
the midft. The lengrh cxcending from North co Souch, is by meaſure forty four miles ; and the 
breadth from Eaſt tro Weſt , rwetity ſeven miles; che whole in Circumfcrence onz hundred and 
forty miles, \ 

(3) The air is good and very healthful, chougl1over ſharp in her North and Moreland, where 
the ſnow lyeth long, and the winde blowerh cold. 

(4) The Soil in that part is barren of Corn, b:cauſe her hills and Moors are no friends unte 
Tillage : the middle more level, but therewithal wooddy, as well witnetfſerhchar great onezcalled rho 
Cankh. Bur the South is moſt plenreous in Corn and Pafturage. 

(5) Herancienc Inhabranrs were the CORNA V LI, whom Ptolomy placeth in the TraR thar 
containeth Shrop-ſhire, Worcoſter-ſhire,Cheſseſhire,and this : all which were poticfled by the Mexcran'- 
Saxozs, when their Heptarchy flouriſhed, And Tamews/th in this Shire was then held che1r Kings 
Court. The Danes afrer them often allayed herein ro have feated,, as witnellerh Tetrall, thin Thes- 
texhall, by interpretatiop, The habitation of Pagans, imbruecd with their bloud by King Edward che el- 

Nz - der 
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dr, But the Inhabirants of this Province Beda rearms The midland Enzliſhmen , becauſe ro his ſc2tm” 
ing it lay in the heart of the Lond , which when the Normans. had made Conqueſt of all, many of 


them ſer down their reſt here , whole poſteriry ar this day are fauly and further branch:d inio \ 


other parts, 
( 6) The Commodities of this County conſiſt chiefly in Corn , Cartcle, Alablaſter , Woods, 


and Iron, ( if the one prove mor the deſtiuRtion of the other) Pir-coal, Fleſh and Fiſh, whereof the 
River Tyent is ſaid ro ſwarm: and others ariling and running thorow this Shire, do ſo barten the 

round, that the Meadows, even in the midſt of Winter, grow green : ſuch are Dowe,' Maziſold,Chur- 
not, Hunſye, Tcaden, Tea, Blith, Trent, Tyne, and Sowe ; whereof Trent is not only the principal, bur 
in eſteem accounted the third of this Land. 

(7) Stafford the Shire-Town, anciently Betheney, from Berteliics a repured holy man thar therein 
lead an Hermits lite, was built by King Edward the Elder, incorporated by King John, and upon the 
Eaſt and South parts was walled and trenched by the Barons of the place;the reſt trom Eaſt ro North 
was ſecured by a large Pool of water , which now is become fair Mcadow-grounds, The twat 
and circuit of theſe walls exrended to twelve hundred and forty paces, thorow which four Gates 
Inte the four winds have paſſage , the River Sowe running on the South and Weſt of the Town. 
King Edward the Sixt did incorporate the Byrgeſſes, and gave them a perpetual ſucceſſion, whoſe 
government is under two Bazliffs, yearly eleed our of one and rwenty Affiſtans , called the 
Common Counſel, a Recorder z whereof the Dukes of Buckiagham have born the Office , and- as yer 
3s kepr a Court of Record, wherein they hold Plea without limitation of ſumme; a Town-Clerb 
alſo, (from whoſe Pen I reccived theſe InſtruRions ) and co attend them.rwo Sergeants ar Mace. 
This Town is fired in the degree of Latitude 53, 20, ſcruples, and of Longitude 18, and 40. 


fcruples, 
($8) Bur 
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(8) Bur Leichfeld, more large, and of farpreater fame; is much her ancient, known unto Beds 
by the name of L1cidfeld, which Roſſe doth interpret to be:The field of dead bodies, for rhenumber of 
Saints under the rage of Didcleſianrhere ſlain ; upon which cauſe the City beareth for her Arms an 
Eſchuchcon of Landsþi, with divers Martyrs in divers manner mallacred. Here O/wia King of 
Northumberland overcoming the Pagas-Mercians, built a Church, and made it rhe Sec of Duma the 
Biſhop : whoſe ſucceſſors grown rich z with golden reaſons ſo overcame King Gffa, and be Adrian 
the Pope," that an Archiepiſcopal Pale was grantcd Biſhop Eady/ph, to the grear diſgrace of Lam» 
bert Arch-biſhop of Canterbury. In this Church were interred: the badies of V#!fhere and Celred, both 


of them Kings of. the, Merctans,, Br when the minds of men were ſer 'alrogerher upon” gorgeous 


building , this old faundation.was'new reared by Roger Clinton, Biſhop'of.rfis Sec, "and dedicared ro 
the Virgia Mary and Saint Chad, and the Cloſe inwall:d by Biſhop Langton.. The governmenr of this 
Ciry is by two Bailiffs and ane Sheriff, yearly choſen ouc of rwenry tor Burgeſſes , a Recorder, 
a Towz-Cles k, and rwo Sergeants their Atrendan:s, | SHOES 

(9) Houſcs of Religion ereed in this Shire, were at Leichfield, Stefford,, De la Ciofſe, Cruxden, 
Tren:bam, Barton, Tamworth, and Yolver-bampton. Theſe Voraries abubipg their” Founders! rrue pie- 
tics, and herping up riches with diſdain of the-Eaity, laid themlelyes open as. marks ro be ſhor ar : 
whom the han 1 of the skilful fooa hir and quire picrced , under the aim of. King Hexry rhe Eighth, 
who wich ſuch Revenues in moſt. places relieved the poor and the Orphans, with Schools 2nd 
mainrenance for the training up of yourh : a work no doubt more acceprable- ro God, and of moie 
charicable uſc roche Land, | 

(10) With thirteen Caſtles .rhis County hath been frengrbned , and in Thirteen Marker- 
Towns her Commodities craded , being divided into five Handreds, and in them ſcared one hundred 
ang thirty Pariſh=Churches, | | | 4 
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SHROP-SHIRE. 
CHAPTER XNXXTT 


HROP-SHIRE, is both large in circuir, well peopled, and very fruirfal for life. Ir lyerh 
Circulated-upon the North with the County Palarine of Cheſter 3 upen the Eaſt alcogether 
with Stafford-ſhire; upon the South with Worceſter, Hereford, and Radzor ſhires; and upon A 


Fc 


the Weſt with Mountgomery and Denbigh. 4 
(2) The form thereof is almoſt circular or round, whoſe length from Wooferton below. Lod- ':2/ 
bane So:th, ro Over ncer unto the River Treat in the North, is thirty four miles ; the broadeſt pair - 14 


is from Tong in the Eaſt, co Ofyeſtre (ited ar the head of Morda in the Weſt, rwenty and five miles ; 
the whole in circuit abour, extending to one hundred thirty and four miles, 

(3) Wholcſom is the Air, deleRable and goad, yielding the Spring and rhe Auruma , S:ed- 
tims and Harveſt, in a temperate condition, and affarderh health ro the Inhabirancs in all ſeaſons 
ef rhe year, | 

af The ſoil is rich, and ſtanderh moſt upon a reddiſh Clay, abounding in Whear and Barley, 
Pir-coals, Icon, and Woods z which two laſt continue nor long in league rogerher. Ir hath Rivers 
that make fruirful the Land, and in their warers contain great ſtore of freſh-fiſh » whereof Severnes,s 
is the chief, and ſecond in the Rea'my whoſe ſtream curterh this County in the midit, and with |; 


# 


many windings ſporcerh her ſelf forward, leaving both paſtures and meadows bedecked with flawers © 
and green colours, which every where ſhe beſtowerh upon ſuch her arrendants, | 
(5 This River was once the bounds of the North-Britains , and divided rheir poſſeſſion from  \ 

the Land of che Sax9izsy until of Latter cimes thears began to decay, and the Felſh ro increaſe » who || 
N 4 | | 


\ 
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enlarged their liſts ro the River Dee. So formerly had ir ſeparated the Oydovices from the Corti, 
choſe ancient Inhabirants mentioned by Prolomy. The Ordovices under Carattacus purcha'ed preac 
honour, whilcſt he a Prince of the Silyrcs removed his wars thence among them, where a whilz hc 
maintaincd the Britains liberty with valour and courage, 1n deſpighr of the Romans, His Forr is yer 
witneſs of his unforcunate fight, ſeared neer Cluae Caftley ar the confluence of thar River with Tem, 
where ( in remembrance of him) the place is yer callcd Caer- Caradoc, a Forr/of his won by Þ. 0- 
ſtoriys Licurenant of the Romans » about the year of grace 53, The Coraauis were {cared upon. the 
North of Severe, and branched into other Counties, of whom we have ſaid, 

(6) Bur when the ſtrength of the Romans was too weak to ſupport their own Empire, and Bj- 
taine empried of her Souldiers to reſiſt, the Saxon ſer foot in this moſt fair foil , and made ir a parc 
of their Mercian Kingdom 2 their line likewi'e iffued to the laſt period, and the Normans begirning 
where theſe Saxons letr, the Felſhmen rook advantage of all preſent occafions, and brake over Se- 
verie unto the RiverDee; to recover which , the Normans firſt Kings often affayed, and Henry the 
ſecond with ſuch danger of life, hart ar the ſiege of Bridge- North he had ben ſliin , had nor S't 
Hubert Syncler received the arrow aimed ar him , in ſtepping berwixt that Shaft and his Soveraign, 
and therewith was ſhot thorow unto death. In the like danger ſtood Henyy Þ rince of Scordand, who 
in the ſtrair ſiege of Lyd!ow, begirt by King Stephen, had been plucked from his Saddle with an iro: 
hook from the wall, had nor Stephea preſently reſcued him, 4#40 1139. 

(7) This then being the Marches of Enzland and Wales, was fore affli&ed by blo!dy broils, 
which cauſed many of their Towns to be ſtrongly walled, and thirty rwo Caſtles ro be frrongly 
built: laſtly, into this County the moſt wiſe King Hezry the ſeventh ſent his eldeX S9n Princz 
Arthu' , to be reſident at Ludlow, where that fair Caſtle b:came a moſt famous Princes Court, 
And here King Henry the eight ordained the Council of the Marches, conſiſting of a Lord _—_ 

ents 
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dent, as many Counſellours as the Prince ſhall pleaſe, a Secretary, an Artorney, a S«liciter, and fout 
Juſtices of rhe Counties in ales, in whole Court wete pleaded the, Cauſes depending and rermly 
tried fer the moſt part in preſence of that honourable Prefidenr, 

($) Bur the Shire-Toun Shrews14y, for circuir;rrade, and. wealth, corh far exceed this,and is in- 
feriour ro few of our Ciries, her bu.ldings fair, her ſtreets many and large, her Citizens rich, her 
trade for the moſt part in the ſtaple commodities of Cloth and Freeſes, her walls firong,and of a large 
compaſs, exrending ro feventcen hund:ed. paces aboury beſides anorher Bulwarkz ranging frem-rhe 


Calle, down unto, and in part along the lideof Severae ; thorow which there arc three entrances 


intothe Town, Eaſt and Welt nyer by rwo fair ſtone-bridees, with Towers, Gares, and Bars, and the 
third into the No: th, no leſs ftrong than them over which is mounted a Jarge Caſtle, whoſe gaping 
chinks do douktleſs threaten her fall. This Town is governed by ewe Builiff.s, yearly eleReq our oc 
rwCcury four Burgeſſes, a Recorder,Town- Clerk, and Chamberlain, with three Sergeanrs ar Mace: the 
Pole being raiſed hence trom the degrees of Latitude 53. 16. minutes, and from Welt in Longitude 
17 degrees, 27 minutes, 

(9) Yea and ancienrer Cities have been ſer in this Shire : ſuch was Roxalter, or F7oxceſter, low- 
er upon Sevcrae,thar had been #r1comum, the chiefelt City of the Cornuv! ; -#ſocoaia, now Obeny ate, 
near unto the #'rehiz : and under Ked Caſtle the ruines of a City, whom the Vu'gar report t9 have 
been famous in Arthurs daies t bur the pieces of Rom th Coins in thcle three: do well afline us thar 
ther.in their Legions lodged; as many other Trenches are figrs of war and of bluiud, Bur as 
{words have been Qtiiring in molt parts of this .uvince, fo Beads have been hid for the preler- 
vation of the whole, :nd places crected for rhe maintenance of Vararies. in whem ar that rime wag 
imputed great holingfs ; in Sbþ;ecwesbury many, at Coulee, Stowes Dudley, Bromficld, Wigmore, Ha. 
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mond, Lyleſhill, Bildas, Bifh1ps caſtle, and Wenloke, ( where in the Reign of Richard che Second, was 
likewiſe a rich Mine of Copper, ) Bur the ſame blaſts char blew down the buds of ſuch plants, 
ſcattered alſo the fruirs from theſe fair rrees, which never ſince bare rhe like, nor is likely ary merete 
do. 
That only which is rare in this Province, is a Well at Pitchfordin a private mans yard, whereupon 
floteth a thick skum of liquid Bitumen which being clear off to day, will gather che like again on the 
Morrow : not much unlike to the Lake izi-rhe Land of Fewry, 

This Shire is divided into fifteen Hundreds, wherein are ſcared fourreen Marker-Towns : and hath 
19 it one hundred and ſeventy Churches for Gods ſacred and divine Service, 
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The County Palatine of CHESTER. 


CHAPTHRA XXXYL 


HESSE SHIRE; theCounty Palatine of Cheſtey,is parted upon the North fron Laneae 
ſhire with the River Mercey :, upon the Eaſt by Mercey, Goit, and the Dane, is ſeparared from. 
Darby and Stafford-ſhires : upon the Sourh roucheth the Counties of Shrop ſhire and Flint; 
and upon the Weſt with Dee is parted from Denbigh;ſhire, 

(2 ) The forme of this County doth much reſemble che right wing of an Eagle, ſpreading it 
ſelt from ira, and as ir were with her pinion, or. firſt fracher, roucheth Yorke ſhire, berwixt 
which extreams,. in following rhe windings of the Shires divider from Eaſt ro Weſt, are 47 miles; 
and from North co South rwenty-ſix miles. The whole Circumference abour one bundred forty rwo 
miles, 

(3) If che affeRion to my natural producer blind not. the judgment of this wy Survey, for aire 
and ſoy! it equals the bet, and far exceeds her neighbours the nex: Counties : for although rhe Cli- 
mate be cold, and roucheth the agree of Latitude 54. yet the warmt' from rhe Tr!ſh Seas mzlterh 
the Snow, and diffotyerh rhe Ice ſooner there than in thoſe parts that are furcher off; and ſo whole- 
ſome for life, that the Inhabitants generally attain ro many years, 

(4) The Soyl is far, fruirful,and rich, yielding abundantly boch profit and pleaſures for man, The I 
Champion grounds mike glad the hearrs of rheir Tillers : the Meadows imbroydered with divers = 
ſweet ſmelling flowers, and che Paſture makes the Kines Udder to trout ro the paile, from whom and ; 
wherein the beſt Cheeſe of all Eyrope.is made, | | E 1 
(5) The ancient Inhabitants were che COR NAYV Il, who with Warwick ſhire, —_—_— : 

| Stafford 


THE COUNTY PALATINE OF CHESTER, 


Staffordſhire, and Shrop ſhire, ſpread themſelves further into this County, as in Ptolomy is placed. 3 
and the Cangi likewiſe if they be the Ceangi, whole remembrance: was found upon the ſhore of thj$ 
Shire,on the ſurface of certain pieces of Leadzin this manner inſcribed: IMP, DOMIT.AUG. 
GER DF-CEANG. Theſe Canzz were ſubJued by P, Oftsrixs Scapula, immediately before his. 
great victory againſt Caraftarus, Where in the meuth of Deva he built a Fortreſs ar the back of the 
0rdovices, to reſtrain their power, which was great in rhoſe parts, in thz Reign of YJeſpaſian the Eme 
perour, Bur after the departure of the Rozzaas, this Province became a portion of the Saxgn Mer- 
cias Kingdom © notwithſtanding ( ſaith Raz Higder ) the City ir ſelf was held by whe Britains uncill” 
all fel into the Monarchy of Egbert, 

Of the diſpoſirions of rhe ſince Inhabitants, hear Lucan the Monk. C who lived preſently afterthe' 
Conqueſt ) ſpeak; They are found ( ſaith he ) to aiffer ſrom the reſt of the Engliſh, partly better,and. 
paitly equall, In feaſting they are ſrieadly, at meat chearſull, in entertainment liberall, ſoon angry, and 
ſoon pacified, laviſh in words,impaticat of ſervitude, merciful to the afflitted, compaſſioaate to the poore, 
kiad to their kiadred,ſpary of labour, void of diſſimulation, a0t greedy in eatiug,and far from dangerous 

raftiſes. 
P ro ler me add thus much, which Lycian could not ; namely, that this Shire hach neyer been 
ſtained with the blot of rebellion, bur ever ſtond true to their King and his Crown : whoſe loyale 
ty Richard the Second ſo far found and eſteemed, that he beld his perſon moſt fate among them 
and by the autho1ity of Parliameng made che County to be a Principality, and ftiled himicli Prince of 
Cheſter, | | 

King Heniy the Third gave it to his eldeſt Son Prince Edward, againlt whom Lewlin Prince of 
Paes gathered a mighty Band, and with them did the County much harm, cyen unco ce Cicics 
| Gares,, With the like ſcare-fures ir bad oft timgs been affcighred, which they laſtly defeaced "= 
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a Wall made of the #elſh-mens heads, on the South fide of Dre in Hambridge, 

The Shire may well be ſaid to be a Sred plot of -Gentility, and th2 producer of many moſt ancient 
and worthy Families : neither hath any brought more m:n of valour into the Field, than Cheſ5-ſhire 
hath done,who by a general ſpeech, are to this day called, The chief of men : and for Natures endow- 
ments ( beſides their nobleneſs of minds ) may compare with any other Nation in the world : rheic 
limbs Araight and well-compoſed, their complexions fair, with a chearfull cognrenanc:; and the Wo+ 
men for grace,fcature,and beauty, inferiourunto none, 

(6) The Commodiries ef this Province ( by rhe report of Ranulphys rhe Monke of Cheſter ) are 
chiefly Corn Cattle, Fiſh, Fowle,Salt, Mines, Mrtals, Meares, and Rivers, whereof the banks of Dee 
in her Weſt, and th: /alz-Royall in her midſt, for fruitfulfieſs of paſturage equals ay other in the 
Land, either in grain or gain from the Cow... - is 

(7) Theſe, with all other proviſion for life, are traded thorow thirteen Markert-Towns in this 
Shire, whereof Cheſter is the faireſt, from whom the Shire hath the name, A City raiſed from the 
Forc of Oſtorius, Lieutenant of Britain for Claudius the Emperour, whither the rwentieth Legion (na« 
nid Firix ) were {cnt by Galba to reſtrain the Br!tains : bur grown themſclyes out of order, Zulius 
Agrico'a was appointed their General by Vefpaſtat, as appearerh by Moneys then Minted, and there 
found ; 2nd from them ( no doubr ) by the Britains the place was called Caey-Legion, by Ptolony, 
Deunaia ; by Antonine,Dena,and now by us #7ſt Cheſter : bur Hen: y Bracſhaw will have ir builr betore 
B-ute, by the Giant Leou Gaver, a man beyond rhe Moon,and called by Marius the vanquiſher of the 
Pitts. : 

Over Deva or Dee a fair ſtone-bridge leadeth, builr upon eight Arches, ar either end wher:of 
is a Gare, from whencc in a lang Quadrant-wife the Walls do incompaſs the City, bigh and ſtrong. 


ly builr, wich four fair Gates, opening into the four winds, befidcs chree Peſtcrns, and ſeven 
| Warch- 
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Warch-Towers, exrending in compaſs one thouſand nine hundred and forty paces. 

On the South of rhis Ciry is mounted a ſtteng and ſtately Caſtle, round in forme, and the baſe 
Courr likewiſe incloſed with a ci:cular wall, In the North is the Minſter, f & builc by Earl Leofrife. 
to the honour of S.Werburga the Virgin, - and after moſt ſumpruouſly repaired by Hugh the firſt Earl 
of Cheſter of the Normans,now the Cathedral of rhe Biſhops Sce. Therein Jyeth interred (as reporr 
doth relate ) the body of Henry the Fourth, Emperour of Almane, who leaving his Imperial Eſtate, 
lead laſtly therein an Hermites life. 

This City hath formerly been ſore defaced ; farſt by Egſrid King of Northumberland, where he f1:w 
wwelye hundred Chriſtian Monks,reſorted thither from Bazgor to pray. Again by the Danes it was ſore 
defaced, when their deſtroying feer had trampled down the beaury of the Land, Bur was again rebuilr 
by Edelfleada the Mercian Lady, whoin this County,and Forreſt of Delamer, builc rwo fine Ciries,no« 
thing of them now remaining, beſides the Chamber in the Forreſt. - 

Cheſter in the daies of King Edgar was in moſt flouriſhing eſtate, wherein he had the homage of 
eight other Kings, who rowed his Barge from S, Johns to his Palace,himlclt holding the Helmezas their 
Supream. E | 

This Ciry was made a County incorporate of ir ſelf by King Henry the Seventh, and is yearly 
governed by a Major, with Sword and Mace born before him in Stare, two Sheriffes, rwenty 
toure Aldermen, a Recorder, a Town-Clerk, and a Sergeant of Peace, foure Sergeants, and fix 
Teomen, | 

Ic hath been accounted the Key into Treland, and great pity it is that che Port ſhould decay as ir 
daily doth, the Sea being ſtopped to ſecure the River by a Cauley that thwarrah Dee at her bridpe, 
Within the wall#of rhe City are cight Pariſh»Churches, Sr. Zohas the grearer and leſſer : in the Syub- 
urbs ae che White Fryers, Black-Fryers, and Nuanzry now lupprelſed, From which Ciry the Pole. 

| | is 
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35 elevated unto the degree 53.58 minutes of Latitudezand from the firſt poinc of the Welt in Longi- 
rude unto the 15 degree and 18. minures. ; 

(8) The Earldom whercof was polle{ſed from the Conguerour, till it fell laflly ro the Crown, the 
laſt of whom ( chough nor with the leaſt hopes) is Prince Henry, who to rhe Tirles of Prince of Wales, 
and Duke of Corawall,hath by ſucceflion and right of Inheritance, the Earldom of Cheſter annexct ro 
his ocher moſt happy Stiles; Upon whoſe perſon I pray that the Angels of Zacobs God may ever attend, 
co his grear g, ory, and Great Britatns happinels, 

(9) If lihould urge credit unto the report of certain Trees, floating in Pagmere only againſt rie 
deaths of the Heirs of rhe Breyetons thereby ſearcd, and afcer to fiek untill the next like occaſion : or 
inforce for ruth the Propheſ1e which Leylaad in a Poetical fury foreſpake of Beeſton Caſtle, highly 
mounted upon a ſteep hill: I ſhould forger my {elf and wonred opinion, rhar can hardly believe any 
ſuch vain prediQions, though they b2 told fiom the mouths of credit, as Bagmere Trees are, or learned 
Leylaad for Breſtoa, who thus wriceth : y 


The day will come whe it again ſhall mount bis head aloft. 
If 1 a Prophet may he heard from Scers that ſay (ooft. | 
With eighr other Caſtles ys Shire hath bzen ſtrengthened, which were Ould-Caſtle, Shoclach, Shot- 
witch,Cheſter,Pouldſord, Duabam, Frodſham, and Haultca ; and by the Prayers ( as then was taught) 
of cight religious houſes therin ſearcd, prelerved ; which by King Hen-y the Eight were ſupprelled : 
namely, Sta2/ow?, 1!bree, Maxfeld, Nortoa, Buabery, Combermere, Rud-bheath; and Vale - Royal, belides 
the White and Blick-Friersgand the Nunnety in Cheſer, 
This Counties diviſion is into ſeven Hundreds, wherein are ſeated thirteen Market-Towns, eighty 
five Pariſh»Churchcs and thirry-cight Chappels of caſe, 
The 
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LANCA-SHIRE. 
| CHAPTER XXXVII, 
T*: E County Palatine of Lancaſter (famous for rhe four Henries, the fourth, fifch;fixth,and 


.-- ſeyenth, Kiags of Exgland, derived trom Zohn of Gaunt Duke of Lancafter ) is upon the 
'- Seurh,confined and parred by the River Merſey, ' from che County Palarine of.Cheſter ; the 

0 fair County of Darby-ſhire bordering upon the Eaſt ; the large Country of Tork-fhire,toge- 
ther with Weſtmerland and Cumberland, being her kind neighbours upon the North, and the Sea called 
Mare Hibernicum, embracing her upon the Weſt, 

(2) Theforme thereof islong, for it is ſo incloſed berween Yorþ-ſhire on the Eaſt- fide, and th2 
Iriſh Sea on the Weſt, that where it boundeth upon Cheſhire on the South- ide, it is broader, and by 
lirtle and little more Norchward-it goerh ( confining upon !!eftmertand ) the more narrow ir groweth, 
Ir containeth in length from Brathey Northward, to Halweed Sourhward, fifty ſeven miles; from 
Denton-in the Eaſt, to Formby by Altmo:th in the Weſt, thirty one; and: the whole: circumference in 
compaſs, one hundred threeſcore and ten miles. - 

( 3 ) The Aice is ſuvrile and piercings nor troubled with groſs yapours or ſoggy miſts, by reaſon 
whereof the people of that Country live long and healthfully,and are nor ſubject co ſtravge and un- 
known diſeaſes, | DE” 

( 4 ) The Solle for the generality js nor very fruitful, yer. it produceth ſuch numbers of Cartel, 
of ſuch large proportion, and ſich goodly heads, and horns, as the whole Kingdom of Spain 
dorh {c2rce the like, Ir is a Ccuntry repleniſhed with all necffaries for rhe uſe of man, yiclding 
without any great labour, the commodity of Corp, Flax, Graſs, Coals, and ſuch like. The 
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Sea alſo adderh her bleſſing re rhe Land, thar the people of thar Province want nothing that ſerves 
cicher for che ſuſtenance of narurezor the ſariery of appexite, * They are plentifully furniſhed with all 
forts of Fiſh, Fleth, and Fowls, Their principal*fw1ll is Coal ang Turffe, which they have in 
orcat abundance, the Gentlemen reſerving their woods very carefully, as a beaucy and principal 
ornament to their Mannors and Houſes. And rhough ie be far from London, ( the Capiral Ciry of 
this Kingdome ) yer doth it every year furniſh her and many ether parrs of rhe Land beſides, with 
many tho»ſands of Catrel ( bred in this Country ) giving thereby,and other waies,a firme r:{timony 
to the World, of the ble{ſcd abungdance that ir hath pleaſed God ro enrich this noble Dukedom 
withall. ws 

(5) This Counties ancj:nt Tnhabiranrs were the Brzganies,of whom chere is more mention in the 
deſcription of Yo: keſhire, who by Claudius the Emperou were brought under the Roms ſubj:Rion, 
that {» h<1d and made ir their Sear,fecured by clicir Garr; 9ns, as hath been gathered as well by many 
Inſciiptiens found in walls and ancient monuments fixee-.in ſtones, as by certain Altars erected in 
favour of their Emperours. After the Romans, the Saxon Fbroughr ir under their proteion, and h-1d 
it for a part of their Northumbrian Kingdem, ill it was;ucſt made ſubjupgare to the invaſion of the 
Daues,and then conquered by the vitorious Noi mans, while poſterities from rhence are branched fur- 
ther imzo Em2laud, 'X 

(6) Places of antiquiry or memorable note are theſe the Town of Mazxch+ſter { {> famous, as well 
for the Market place, Chutch, and Colledge, asfor the reſort unto ir for clothing ) was called Maze 
cunium by Antonzae the Emperour, and was made a Forthnd Station of the Romazs. 

Rivlecheſter (which rakerh' the name from Rhjbell,aligude River near Clathero ) chough ir be a ſmall 
Town, yer by tradition hath been called rhe richeſt Town in Chriſtendome, and reported to have 
been the Seat of the Romans, which the many Monuments of cheir Antiquities, Statues, Foo of 
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Coin,and other ſeveral Inſcriprions,dig*d up from time to time by che Inhabitants,may give usſufhc;- 
ent perſwaſton to believe. 

Bur the Shire- Town is Lancaſter, more pleaſant in firuarion, than richot Inhabitants, built on the | 
Svuth of the River Lonjand is the ſame Longovicumwhere (as we find inthe Notzce Provinces) a com- 
pany of the Longovicarzans under the Liemenanc General of Rritaia lay.The beauty cf chis Town is in 
the Church,Caſtle,and Bridge ; her ſtreers many, and ſtretched fair in length. Unto this To+n King 
Edward the Third granted a M1yor and two Bailittes, which.to this day are eleRed our of rwelve Bre- 
thren, aſliſted by rwerty-four Burgeſſes, by whom it is yearly governed,with the ſupply of two Cham- 
berlains, a Recorder, Town Clerke, and rio Sergeants at Mace, The elevation of whoſe Pole is in 
the degree of Laticude 54 and 588 ſcruples, and her Longirude removed from the Weſt point unto th: 
degree 17. and go [cruplcs, 

(7) This Country in divers places ſuffererh the force of many flowing Tides of the Sea, by which 
(after a ſort) ir.deth violently rent aſunder one part of the Shire from the other : as in Fourneſs, 
where the Ocean being diſpleaſed that the ſhore ſhculd from thence ſhoer a main way into the Welt, 
hath nor obſtinately ceaſed from time ro time ro {laſh and mingle ity and with his Fell irrupcions and 
boyſterous Tides to devour it, ; 

Another thing there is,not unworthy to be recommended ro memory,thar in this Shireznot far from 
Fourneſs Felles, the greateſt ſtanding water in all Enzland (called Uinander Mere) liethſtrerched our 
for the ſpace of ren miles, of wonderful depth,and all paved with tone in the botrom 2: and along the 
Sea- fide in many places may bc ſeen heaps of ſand,upon which rhe people powre water untill it reco- 
ver aſaltiſh humour, which they afterwards boile with Turfts, till ic become whice ſal. 

($8) This Country, asit is thus on the one fide freed by the natural refiſtance of the Seca from the 


forceof Inyaſions, lo is it Rrengrhned on the ther by mapy Caſtles, and fortified places, that rake 
away . 
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away th: opportunity of making Roads and Incurſions in the Country. And as ic was with the fi:ſt 
that fel the fury of the Saxgns cruelty, ſo was it the laſt and longeſt thar was ſubdued under the 
Weſ=Sxxons Monarchy. : 

(9) In this Province our noble 4#hu7 (who died laden with many trophies of honour }' is report- 
ed by Niaius to have puc the Saxons ro flighr in a m{4morable Bartel near Dzglaſſe, a liccle Brook nor 
tar from che Toan of 13egia. Pur rhe attemps of wir, as they are ſeveral, fo hey are uncertain : 
for they made not Duke # ade happy in his ſucceſs, h*r recurned him an unfortunate enterpriſer -in 
the Bartel which he gave ro Ardulph King of Northuj” -erland, at Billango, in the year 798. So were 
the events nncertain in the Civil Wars of Wrke any £aucaſter : for by them was bred and brougke 
torth that bloudy diviſion, and faral ſtrife of rhe le Houſes, that with variable ſucceſs ro both 
Partics ( for many years together ) moleſted che p@aice and quiet of the Land, and dehiled rhe earth 
with bloud, in ſuch violent manner, that it exceeded the horror of thoſe Civil Pars in Rome, thar 
were berwixt Marius and Scylla, Pompey and Ceſar, Oftauins and 4atony; or thar of the two re- 
nowned Houſes Yaloys and Byrbon, that a long time troabled the Stare of France : for in the diviſion 
of theſe two Princely Famili-s there were thirreen Fxelds fought, and three Kings of Exz/and, one” 
Prince of Wales, twelve Dukes, on2 Marqueſs, eig] geen Ea ls, one Vicount, and three aud twen= 
ty Bu01s,belides Knights and Genclemenyloft their.” yes inthe ſame, Yer ar laſt by the happy mar- 
riage of Heary the Seventh, King of Eng{aad, next .acir to the Houſe of Lancaſter, with E!tz be b 
daughter and heir ro Edward th- Fourth, of the How: of Yorkry the white and red Roſes were con- 
Joyned in the happy uniting of thoſe two divided Fa-ailies, from whence our thrice renowned Sovee 
raign Lord King James, by fair ſequence and ſucce.lon, doth worthily enjÞy rhe Diadem : by bes 
bencfic of whele happy government, his Counry Palatine of Lancaſter is proſperous in hex Name 
and Greatneſs, | 
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(10) I find the remembrance of four religious houſes that have been founded within rhis County 
(and fince ſappreſſed ) borh fair for ſtrufture and building, and rich for ſcar and ſituation : nawely, 
- Burſtogh,Vhalleia, Holland,and Penworthams. It is divided into fix Hundreds,befides Fouraeſs FeHes,and 

Lancafters Liberties, char lie in the North part. Ir is beautified with 15 Mat ker-Towns, both fair for 
ficuation and building,and famous for the concourſe of people for buying and ſelling, Ir hath rwenty 
fix Pariſhes, beſides Chappels, (in which they duly frequent ro Divine Service) and thoſe populous,as 


in no part of che Land more, 
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CHAPTER XXXVYI1T. 


S the courſes and confluents of great Rivers, are for the moſt part freſh in memory, though 
their heads and fountains lie commonly unknown.: ſo rhe latter knowledge of great Regi- 
on5,Are not rraduced to oblivion, thoughgerhaps their firſt originals be obſcure, by reaſon 
of Antiquity, and the many revolute times and ages. In the delineation therefore 
of this grear Province of Tork-ſhire, 1 will nor ink; upon the narration of marrers near unto us z bur 
ſuccinAly run oyerſuch as are-more remore 2 yer ne cher ſo ſparingly, as I may feem ro diminiſh from 
the dignity of ſo worthy a Country ; nor ſo prod! zally, as ro ſpend rime in the ſuperfluous praiſing 
ot that which never any (as yer) diſpraiſcd, And a-though perhaps it may ſeem a labour unnecelſary, 
to make rclation of ancient remembrances either /#. the Name or Nature of this Nation, cſp.cial- 
ly looking into the difference of Time ir ſelf ( whir:./ in every age bringeth forth divers efte&s ) and 
the diſpoſitions of men, thar for the moſt part rak ſs pleaſure in them, than in ivulging the oc- 
currents of their own times : yer hold ic nor nh begin there, from whence the firſt certain dj. 


reQion is given to proceed ; for (even of rheſe ancifgnr things) rhere may be good u'e made;ceither by 
| Imitation, or way of compariſon,as neither the reKfririon,nor the repetition thereof ſhall be accoun- 
ted imperrinent, *F . 

C2) You ſhall therefore underſtand : Thar the County of Torþ was in the Saxon-rongue called 
Ej0na yeyae, and now commenly Yo! þ-{{iire, far greater and more numerous in the Circuit of her 
mil:s,than any Shire of England. She is much bound to the ſingular love and motherly care of Na- 
tore, in placing her under ſo remperate aclime, that in every NR ſhe is indifferencly <_ 
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Tf one part of her be ſtone; and a ſandy barren ground : another is fertile and richly adorned with 
Corn- fields, If you here find ir naked,and deſticure of Woods, you ſhall ſee ir there ſhadowed with 
Forreſts full of rrees, thar have very thick bodies, ſending forth many fruitful and profirable branches, 
If one place of ir be Mooriſh, miry, and unpleaſant ; anerher makes a free render of delighr, and 
preſents it ſelf ro the eye, full of beauty and comtentive variety. 

(3) The Biſhoprick of Durham fronts her on the North»fide,and is ſeparared by a continued courſe 
of the River Tees. The Germazs Sea lyeth ſore upen her Eaſt fide,beating the ſhores with her boiſte- 
Tous waves and billows. The Weſt part is bounded with Lancaſhire, and Weſtmerland. The South- 
fide hath Cheſhire and Darbyſhie (friendly Neighbours unto her ) withthe which ſhe is firſt incloſed; 
then with Nottingham and with Lincoln: ſhires:after divided with that famous Arm of the Sea Humber; 
Into which all the Rivers that water this Country, empry themſelves, and pay their ordinary Tri-. 
_ as into the common receptacle and ſtore-houſe of Neptune, for all the watry Penſions of this 

rovince. 

{4) This whole S'ire ( being of it ſelf ſo ſpacious ) for the more eafie and berrer ordering of her 
Civil Governmeor, is d;vided into three parts : which according to three quarters of the world, are 
cailed, TheWeſt-Ridiag, The Eaft-Ridiaz,and The No:th-Riding. Weſt-Riding is for a good ſpace com- 
paſſed with the River 9uſe,with the bounds of Lancaſhire, and with the South l:mits of the Sliire,and 
bearerh towards rhe Weſt and ſouth. Enſt-Riding bends it ſelf ro the Ocean, with the which, and 
with rhe River Derwent ſht is incloſed, and looks into thar pare where the Sun riſing, and (hewing 
forth his beams, makcs the world both glad and glorious in his brightnels. North-Riding cx:ends 
itſelf Northward, hemmed in as it were with the River Ters and Derwent, and a long race of the 
River uſe. The length of this Shite, extended from H.thill in the South, ro the mouth of Tecs in 


the North, are gecr unto ſeventy miles, the breadth from Flambrough bead to Hora-Caſtie upon the 
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River Lyn, is fourſcore miles3 the whole Circumfeyence is three hundred and eight miles. 

(5) The Soil of this County for the generalicy'$s reaſonable fertile, and yields ſufficiency of 
Corn and Cattle within it ſelf, One part whereef is particularly made famous by a Quarry of 
Stone, out of which rhe ſtones newly hewen be very ſoft , bur ſeaſoned with wind and weather of 
themſelyes do naturally become exceeding hard and ſolid. Another, by a kind of Limeſtoze wheres 
of it conſiſterh, which being burnt, and conveyed into the. other parts of che Coumry, which are 
hilly and ſomewhat cold, ſerve ro manure and enrich their Corn fields. 

(6) Thar the Romans flouriſhing in military proweſs, -made their ſeveral ſtations in this Coune 
try, is made manifeſt by their Monuments, by many Inſcriptions faſtned in the walls of Churches, 
by many Columns engraven with Roman work found lying in Church-yards z by many votive Al- 
rars digg'd up that were ereRed (as it ſhould ſ:emJ ro their Turclar Gods (for they had local and 
peculiar Topick Gods, whom they honoured as Keepers and Guardians of ſome particular places 
of the Countrey) as alſo by a kind of Bricks which-rhey uſed : for the Romans in time of peace , to 
avoid and withſtand idleneſs (as an enemy to vatuous and valorous enterpriſcs ) ſtill exerciſct 
their Legions and Cohorrs in caſting of ditches, mikking of High-ways , building of Br.dges, and 
making of Bricks, which having fithence been foundzand tom rime t9 time digg'd outjof the ground, 
prove the Antiquity of the place by the Romaxe In'ctiprions upon them: 

(7) Nolels argument of the piety hzreof, are the-many Mofaſteries, Abbys ard- Religious 
Houſes that have been placed in this Country ; which whileft tiey rctained their own ſtare and 
mignificence, were great ornaments unto ir : bur (ings their difloluicn, and that the ceeth of Time 
(vhich devours all things) have eaten into r'1em, ; ey are become hike dead carkatles, leaving only 
ſome poor ru'n«s and remains alive, as reli ues kg polterity , to thiw of whar beaury and mag- 
n:tude rhey bave been, Such wasuhe Abbey of Þ;thy 39. founded by Lady Hilda y daughter of = 
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grand child unto King Edwixe. Such was the Abbey built by Bolton, which is now ſo razed and laid 


level with the carth, as that ar+his time it affords no appearance of the former digairy. Such was 
Kjrh-ſtal Abbey, of no ſmall account in time paſt, founded in the year of.Chriſt 1147, Such was the 
renown2d Abbey called S. Maries in Toi , builr and endowed with rich livings by Alan the third 
Earl of licrle Britazue in America ; bur fince converted into the Princes Houſe , and is called The 
Mannour. Such was the wealthy Abbey of Fountains, builc by Thurftan Archbiſhop of Torþ. Such was 
che famous Monaſtery founded in the Primitive Chu ch of the Eaft Saxons, by u'ifrid Archbiſhop of 
Toh, nnd cnlarged ( being faln down and decayed) by Odo Archbiſhop of Canturbury, Such was 
Dax a religious houſe of Chagons. Such,rhat fair Abbey buile by King #711;am the Conqueror at Selby 
(where his Son Heny the firſt was born) in memory of Saint German, who happily confured thar 
contagious Pelagian Hereſie, which ofrenrimes grew to a Serpentine head in Britain. 

Theſe places for Religion erefted, with many more within rhis Provincial Circuit , and conſes 
crearcd unto holy purpoſes, ſhew the antiquity, and how they have been ſought unto by confluences 
of Pilgrims in their mannerof deyorions: The miſts of which ſuperſticious obſcuriries , are ſince 
elcared by the pure light of the Goſpcl revealed, and rhe $kirts of 1dolatry unfolded co her own 
ſhame and ignominy : And thty madeſubje& to the difſolurion of Times , ſerving only as antique 
Monuments and remembrances to the memory of ſucceeding Ages. 

(8) Many places of chis Province ate famouſed as well by Name, being naturally fortunace in 
cher ſituation , as for ſome other accidental happineſs befaln untochem, Hallifax, famous, as well 
for that Johannes de ſacro Boſco, Author of the Sphere, was born there, and for the Law ir hath a- 
gainſt ſtealingzand for the greatneſs of the Pariſh, which reckonerh in it eleven Chappels, whereof 
rwo be Pariſh Chappels, and in chem to the number of rwelve thouſand people. 

In former times ir was called Horton, and rouching the alteration of the name, this pretty wr _ 
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related of ir; namely , Thar a Clerk (for ſo they call him) being far in love with a maid, and by 
no means either of long praiſes or large promiſes, able.to gain like aff-&ion at her harids , when he 
ſaw his hopes fruſtrate, and that he was nor like to have his purpoſe of her , rurned his love into-rage, 
2nd cur off the maids head, which being afrerwards hiing upon an Ewe-tree , common people coun+ 
ted it as an hallowed relique till ir was rotten: And afterwards. (ſuch was the creduliry of that tice} 
Ir maintained the opinion of reverence and Religion: *ill : for the people reſorted thicker on pilgri- 
mage, and perſwaded themſelves, that the little vain jhat ſpread our between the Bark and Body 
of the Ewe-rrees like fine threds , were the very haij.. ef the maids head, Hereupon it was called by 
this name Haligfaz, or Halyfox, that is, Haly Hayre. ag | 
Pomf: et is famous for the Site , as being ſeared in /- top ſo pleaſant,thac ir brings forth Liquorice 
and grear plenty of Skirtwo; ts, bur ir is infamous f6gthe murther 8nd bloudſhed of Princes: The 
Caftle whereof was built by Hzi/debert Lacy, a Normans io whom #7liam the Conquerour gave this 

Town, after Alrich the Saxor was thruſt our of it. | 
( 9 ) Burl will forbear co be prolix or redious in the particular memeration cf places in a Pro. 
vince ſo ſpacious, and only make a compendious relation of Torþ, the ſccond City of Exgland, in 
Latine called Eboracum and Eburacam ;, by Ptolomy y Brigaatium (the chief Ciry of the Brigants) by 
Ninius, Caer Ebrauc ; by the Britains, Caer Effroc: . The Britiſh Hiſtory reports that it took the Name 
of Ebrauc that founded it ; bur ſome others are of opinion, that Eburacum hath no other derivation 
than from che River Ouſe running thorow it : Ir over-maſters all rhe ocher places of this Country - 
for fairneſs, and is a ſingular ornament and ſafeguard to all the North-parts, A pleaſant place, large 
and full of magnificence, rich, populous, and nor only ſtrengrhened with fortifications , bur adorned 
with beauriful buildings, as well private as publick, For the greater dignity thereof, ir was made 
an Epiſcopal See by Conflantins, and a Metropolitane City by a Pall ſent upto it from Heaarlen 
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" "Egbert Arch-biſhop of York, who flouriſhed about the year ſeven hundred forty ereRted in ic a molt . 
famous Library. Richard the third repaired the Caſtle thereof being ruinous, and King Heary the 
cight appointed a Council inthe ſam2, ro decide and determine all the Cauſes and Controverſies of 
the North parts,according to equity and conſcience 3 which Council confiſteth of a Lord Preſident, 
certain Counſellors ar.the Princes pleaſure, a Secretary, and other Under- Officers. 

The original of this City cannor be ferchr our but from the Romans,ſeeing the Br2taines before rhe 
Romans came, had no other Towns than Woods fenced with Trenches and Rampicrs, as Ceſar and 
Strabo do teſtific, And that it was a Colony of the Romans, appears both by the Authority of Ptolo- 
my and Aatonine,and by miny ancient Inſcriprions that have be:n found there, la this City the Em- 
perour Severus had his Palace, and here gave up his laſt breath; which miniſters occaſion ro ſhew 
the ancient cuſtom of the Romans, in the military manner of cheir burials, 

His body was carried forth here by the Sovlgiers to the funeral fire, and commirr.d ro the flames, 
henoured with the Juſts and Turnaments both of the Souldiers, and of his own {ons: His aſhes be- 
ftowed in a lircle golden pot or veffel of the Porphyrar ſtone, were carried ro Rome, and ſhrincd there 
in the monument of the Aatoniars. In this City (as Spartianus maketh mention) was the Temple 6f 
the Goddeſs BeKonz ; to which Severus (being come thicher purpoling ro offer ſacrifice) was crron's 
ouſly led by a ruflical Augyr. | 

Here Fl. Valerius Conſtantius, ſurnamed Chorus (an Emperour of excellent v:rtue- and Chriſtian 
piery) ended his life, and was Deified as appears by ancient Coins : and his ſon Conſtantine being 
preſent at his Fathers death, forthwith proclaimed Emperour, from whence ir may be gathered 
of what great eſtimation York was in thoſe days , when the Romans Emperours Court was held in it, 
This City flouriſhed a long time under the Em! ſh Sako Dominian , till the Danes like a mighty 
ftorm, chundring from our the North-Eaſt, deſtroyed ir, and d ſtained it with the "_ — 
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| fl:ughtered petſons,and wan ic from 0lb7ight and Ela Kings of Northumberland,who were both {lain 
in thir purſuic of the Danes : which Alcuine in his Epiſtle to Egelred Kiog of Northumberlandſeemed- 
ro preſage before, when he ſaid; m hat ſegnifieth that YAimng down of bloud in St. Perers Church of 
Yoik, evenin a fair day, aud deſcending ii ſo violent and'threataing a manner ſrom the top of the roofe ? - 
may it aot be thought that bloud is coming upcithe Lard fromthe North parts ? 

Howbeir, Athe!ſtane recovered it from the Dan'ſh ſubjeRien, and quite overthremithe Caſtle, with 
the which they had fortified it; yer was ir nor ( for all this) ſo freed from wars. bur that it was ſub- 
JeR ro the Times farallynext following. Neverthekes in the Conquerours time, when ( after many 
wofull overthrows and troubleſome ſtorms ) ic had a pleaſant calme of <cnſuing peace, it roſe 
again of ir ſelf, and flouriſhed afreſh, having 11 rhe helping hand of Nobility and Gentiy, ro 
recover the former dignity, and bring it to the peifeQion it hath, The Cirizens fenced it round 
with new Walls, and many Towers and Pulwa k:s, and -ordaining good and wholeſome Laws for 
the government of the fams : Which 2t this day are executed ar the command of a Lord Mayor, 
who hath the affiſtance of twelve Aldermen, many Chamberlaines, a Recorder, a Town-Cletkes 
hx Sergeants at Mace, and two Eſquires, which are, a $#01d-bearer, and the Common Sergeant, 
who with a great Mice goeth on the lefr hand of the Sword, The Longitude of this City, accord - 
ing to Mercators account, is 19 degrees, and 35 ſcruples : the Latitude 54 degrees and forty ' 
cruples, 

( to) Many occurrents preſent themſe]ves wirh ſufficient marrer of en'argement to this diſcourſe, 
yer none of more worthy conſequence than were thoſe ſeveral Barrels, fought within the compaſs of 
this County ; wherein Fortune had her pleaſure as well inthesproot -of her love, as in the purſuir of 
her tyranny ; ſometime ſending the fruirs of ſweer peace unto her, and. orhetvbiles ſulfcring her ro 
taſte the ſowreneſs of war... * : + STE: A 
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Ar Conishor0u2h (in rhe Britaiz rongue Caer- Conan) was a great battle fought by Hengiſt, Caprain- 
of rhe Engliſh- Saxons, afcer he had recired himſelf rhicher for his lafery, his m:n being fled and 
ſcattered , and himſclf diſcomfircd by Aurclizs Ambroſeus; yer within few days after, he brought 
forth his men to barrel againſt che Britains char purſued him, where rhe fi:1d was bloudy both ro kim 
and his; for many of his men were cur jn pieces, and he himſelf had his head chopr oft) as the Britiſh 
Hiſtory ſaith 3 which rhe Chronicles of the Engliſh Saxons deny, reporting that he dicd in peace, 
being furcharged and over-worn with the rroubicſom rojls and rravels of war. 

Ncer unto Kirkſtall, O/wic K ng of Northumberland pur Penda the Mercian to flichr : the place 
wherein the Battle was joyneg,the Writers call /iawid Field,giving it the name by the victoiy. And 
the little Region abour it(in rimes paſt called by an old name Elmet) was conquered by Eadws King 
+ "pa ſon of la, after he bad expelicd Cereiicus a Briiſh King, in the year of 
Chriſt,620. 

Ar Cafterford (calitd by Antonine Legiotium and Legetium ) whe Ciriz2ns of TNo;þ {l:w many of King 
-Ethelreds Army, and had a great hand againſt him, in ſo much as he thac vefore ſat in his throne of 
MajzRy, was on a ſudden dauntcd, #nd ready ro offer ſubmiſſion, 

Bur the moſt worihy of memory, was that Ficld fought on Palm-Sunday, 1461. inthe quariel of 
Lancaſter aud York, where Exgland never ſaw more puilſant Forces both of Gent: y and Nobility : 
for there were in the ficld at one rime ( partakers on both ſides ) ro the number of one hundred rho! 
ſand fighting men. When the fight had continued doubtful a great pzrt of the day, the Lancoftrians 
nor able longer to abid: the violence of their-enemies, turned back and fl.d amain, and ſuch as rock 
part with York, fotlowed them {© hotly in chaſe, and killed ſuch a number of Novle and Gentlemer, 
thar thirty rhouſand Erg/iſhmen were that day left dead in the field, 


(11) Let us nov looſe the pointof this compals, and ſailinto ſome other parts of this Province, 
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ro find our matrer_of other memorable moment? Under Knausbrough there is a Well called Drops 
ping Well, in which the waters ſpring nor our of the yeins of the earth, bur diftill and trickle down 
{rom the racks that hang over it : [x is of rhis vertugand efficacy, that it turns wood into ſtone : for 
what wood ſoever is pur into it, it will be ſhortly covered oyer with a ſtony bark, and be turned into 
Kone, as hath been often obſerved. * | | Nu 
Ar Giggleſwick alſo abour a mile fromr Sertte-(a Marker Town Y there are certain [mall ſprings nor 
diſtant a quaits caſt from one anorher : the middlemoſt of which doth: at every quarterot an hour 
ebbe and flow abour the height of a quarter of a yard when it is higheſt, and at the.ebbe fallcrh ſo 
low, thar-it is not an inch deep with water, -Of no leſs worthineſs to be femembred is St, Wilfrids 
Needle, a place very famous in times paſt for the narrow hole inthe cloſe yaulred roome under the 
ground, by which womens honeſties were wont co be tried, for ſuch as were chaſte paſs thorow with 
much facility ; bur as many. as bad plaid falfe, were miraculonſly held faſt, and could nor creep thorow, 
Believe if youg.lift. © "ah ; | | 
' The credible report of a Lampe found burning (even in our Fathers-remembrance, when, Abbeys 
were pulled down and. ſupprefſed ) in the Sepulchre of Conſtantius, within a certain vatile or little 
Chappel under the gfound, wherein he was ſuppoſed to have veen buried, mighr beger much wonder 
and admiration, bur that Laziys confirmerh that in ancient times they had a cuſtom ro preſerve lighr 
in-Sepulchres,by an atrificial reſolving of gold into a liquid and fatty ſubſtance, which ihould contie 
nuc burning a long time, and for many ages rogethner. _ * A | . 
(12)This Yor þ:ſbire pifture 1 will draw co no merelengch, leaft I be condemned with the Sophnſtery 
for inſiſting in che praiſe of Hercules, when no man oppoſed himſelf in is diſcommendAtion. This 
County 6f ir 1e1F is fo-beauriful in her own narursl celours,. char { withour much help ) ſhe preſets 
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THE BISHOPRICK OF Durna mn, 
CHAPTER FRFXXIE 


H E Biſhoprich ef Durham, conraineth thoſe parts and Town-ſhips thar lic berwixt the 

River Tees and Derwent, and all along the German-Seas. It is neighbeured on the North 

with Northumberlaad; and their JuriſdiRions parred by the River Derwent ; her Well is- 

touched by Cumberland, Weftinorlands and from Stain- More div ded by rhe Kiver Tecs, and 
by the ſame water on her South, from Torþ-ſhire even unto the Seaz and the Ealt is altogether 
coalted by the GermansSeas. 

(2) The form thereof is triangle , and fides nor much differing, for from ker Sourh-Eaft, unto 
the Weſtpoint, are about thirty miles ; fiom thence ro her North-caſt and Tyze mou:b, are likewiſe 
2s many , and her baſe along the Sca-ſhore are twenty-three miles; rhe whole in Circumference, 
about onehundred and three miles, ; | 

(3) The air is ſharp and very piercing, and would be marc, were it nor that the vapours fron 
the Grrman-Seardid help much ro diflplye her ice and ſnow ; and rhe ſore of coals therein growing 
and gotten, do warm the body; ant kcep back the cold ; which fewel beſides rheir urn uſe, doth 
vield great commodities unto this Province, by trade thereof into orher parts, 

(4) For Soil, ir confiſterh much al.ke of Paſtures , arable, and barren grounds z the Eaſt is the 
richeſt and moſt champion, the Sourh more mooriſh, bu: well inhabired ; her Welt all rock}, wich-' 
cut cither graſs or grain, norwithſtandiag r:compenceth her poilelars with as great gain , both jn 
reating up Cattle , and bringing forth Coal , whereof all this County is plentifully fiored, and 
zroweth ſo neer ro the upper face of the earch, that in the trod-ways the Qait-wheels Go rum 
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up the ſame. Some bold their ſubſtance ro be a clammy kind of clay hardned with hear abounding ;n 
the carth, and ſo becoming concoaed, is nothing elle bur Bztyawen; for proof whereof, theſe Coal; 
have both the like ſmell and operation of Bitumes : for being ſprinkled with water, they burn more 
vchement!y, bur with oyl are quite extinguiſhed and pur our, 

(5) The ancient Inhabiranrs known unto Prolomy, were che Brigantes, of whom we haye ſpoken 
in the General of Torb ſhire , they being ſubdued by the Romans; after whom the Saxons made it a 
part of their Nor:hamber/ands Kiagdom ; ar firſt a Province belonging ro the Deirians , and enjoyed 
by Ella thcit firit King z afterwards invaded by the Danes, and laſtly poſſeſſed by che Normans : whoſe 
fire being ſo neer unto Scottaud,, bath many times felc their fury, and hath been as a Buckler beriix: 
them and the Ezg/iſh ; for which cauſe,the Inhabirants have cerrain freedems, and are not charged 
with ſervice as other Counties are, ſo that this with eſtmorland, Cumberland , and Northumb:r!and, 
are not divided into kundreds in thoſe Parliament Rolls whence I has the reſt ; which want I mult 
leave for otheis ro ſupply, 

(s) Over this County, the Biſhops thereof haye had the Royalties of Princes; and the Inhabi« 
rants have pleaded privil-dge nor to pals in ſervice of war over the River of Tees or Tyne; whoſe 
charge (as they have alledged) was to keep and defend the corps of S. Cuthbert their great adorcd 
Saint, and therefore they termed themſelves, The holy work folks. bnd the repute of this Cachber! 
and his fuppoſed defence againſt the Scots was ſuch, thar our En2/iſh Kings in great devorion have 
gcone-in pilgrimage to viſic his Tombs and have given many large polſeflions ro his Church: 
ſuch were King Ezfred, Fifred, and Guthrun the Dane, Edward and Atheiſt: Monarch of Eaz{aud, 
and zealous Caxute, the greateſt of all, who came thicher bare-foored, and ar Cuthberts Tomy both 
augmented and confirmed their Liberrics, This Saint then of nothing made Dutham become greas, 
and William the Co19427oury of a Biſhoprickh made it .a County Palatine 5 at that rime William Cerclep, 
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Biſhop of the Dioceſs, pulled down rhe old Church which A4!4wiz had bailey and with. ſumprucus 
cot laid the foundation of a new, wherein 5, Cu!bzerts Shrins in the: vacaricy of che Biſhops, was 
the Keeper of the Calltle-kcys, b ah | 

In the Welt of this Church , . and place called Gall! ,. the Marble Tomb. of venerable Bed re- 
mainerh , who was born ar'Farro in' this County , and became a Mimp at iremonuth , whoſe paints 
ful induſtries and lyhr of learning in thoſe times of daikatls are wonderful , as the yolums which 
he wrore do well. declare. And had the idle Monks of Englaid imployed their times after his exam= 
ple, rheir Founders expeRarions had nor been fruſtrate , nor 1 'ofe foundations f- cafily overturn. 
ed, Bur the revenge of {in ever following rhe a&ions of fins, | Jifſolved firſt whe largeacſs of th's 
Counties libeities » under theraign of King Edward the Firſt, @gd fince have ſhaken to pieces thoſe 
places herein creed , under the raign of King Henry the = luch were Durvin, Sherborae, 
Stayadrop, F arro, 'Veremouth, and Eglcton ; all which felt the reward of their idlenz!s, and wrath of 
him that is jealous of his own honour, 

(7) Things of rare nate obſeryed in this Shire, are three pirs of a wonderful depth. comman!y 
called the Helb Ketiles, which are adjoyning neer unto Darlington, Whoſe warers are ſomewhat warm. 
Thele are thought ro come of an Earct-quake, which happened in ths year of Grace $179, whzrevf 
the Chronicle of T14-mouth maketh mention, whoſe record is this: 0#"Chiiſtmaſs-Aiy,a Oxcnhall js the 
Territgry of Darlington, within the Biſhoprich of Durham, the ground heaved up aloft, like unto an bel 
Tower, aid ſo coatiaued a'l that day, as it were unnnuveavie, until the eveninr ; and then feil with fo 
borrible a nosſegthat it made all the a:ighvour dwellers ſore afraid « and the; earth ſwallowed it up, and 
made in the ſame place a deep pit, which u there to be {gen ſor a teſtimony uato this day. 

(8) Of no lcfs admiration are certain ſtones lying within the River ere, at Bytteibze near 
Durham ; from whoſe fides at the Ebbe and low water in the Summer , utluczth a certain (alc reddith 
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water, which with the Sun waxech white, and growing into a thick ſubſtance, becomerh 2 neceſſary 
ſaltro the nſe of the by-dwellers, 

(9) And places of elder times had in account by the Romans, were Benovinm, now Bincheſter,and 
Condercum, Cheſter in the ſireet, where their monics have been digged up, and ar Condercum ſo much, 
that Egelrik Biſhop of Durham was therewith made exceeding By 54 

This County hath been ſtrengrhned with ſeycn trong Caſtles, is yer rraded with fix Market- 
Toyn$,and Gods divine honour in one hundred and eighteen Pariſh Churches celebrated, | 


WESTMOR- 


a> +0 RF 5 


SCOTIA. ES 


W ESTMORELEAND. 


CHARNRTER-NL: 


ESTMOR LAND, by ſome late Latine Writers is called 7eſtmariazand Veſimg; 

landia, by ſome later Weftmoriazand in our Englith Tongue Veſtmortand Ir came to be 

thus named in our language by the ſiryarion, which in every pair is fo plenr:cuſly 

full of Moors.and high hifls5 reaching one toancther, that Weſtmorland (with us) is 
notHing elſe bur a Weſtern mooriſh Country. Having on: the Weſt and Naotth- {ide Cumberland, on 
the South part Lanca-ſhircy on the Exſt-fide YTork-ſhirez,and the Biſhoprick of Durham. 

(2) The length thereof extended from Burton in'her South, ro Kirfland in her North part is zo, 
milcs : the broadeſt part from Eaſt ro Weſt, is from the River Edezy ro Duabal raiſe- ſtones, contain- 
ivg 24. miles, the whole circumference about 1 =. miles, 

(3) The form thereof is ſomewhar-long and nartow 2 the Air ſharp and piercing, purging it 
{cf from rhetrouble of groſs fopgy miſts and vapoutsy by reaſon of - which the, people of rhis Pro- 
vince are nor acquainted with ſtrange diſcaſes or imperfe&ions of body,'bur live tong,and are health» 
ful, airainto the number of many years; | 

(4) The ſoil for the moſt part of it is but barren, and can hardly be brought ro any fruirfulnels, 
by the induſtry and painful labour of the husbandman, being ſo full of infertile places, which the 
Northern Engliſhmen call Moors z yet the more Southerly.part is not reported ro be fo ſterile, bur 
more fruitful in the vallies, though contained in a narrow room, berween rhe River Loue, and 1- 
aander mear, and it is all rermed' by one name. The Barony of Kendale of Candale, that is, the dale 
by Canxraking the name of the River Can, that runs through it, G)TH 
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WESTMORTLAN D. 
(5) The ancient Inhabirants of this County were the Brigantes,, | zcncioned in the ſoveral-Coun-* 
ties of York, Lancaſter, and Cumberland, EA ' 
(6) Iris nor commended either for plenty of Corn 'or Cartel, theing neither ſtored with arable 
grounds to bring forth the one, nor paſturageto breed up the orher; #h3 principal profit that the peo 
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ple of this Province raiſe unto rhemſelves, is by cloarhing.” UM | 

(7) The chiefeſt place of which is Kandale or Kendale, called affo Krkeby Kendale , ftanding on 
the bagke of rhe River Can, This Town is of\ grear trade and reſort, and for the diligent and indu- 
ſtrious praiſe of making cloth ſo excels the reſt, that Mm regard rheteof it carrieth a ſuper-cmis 
nent name aboye them, and hath great vent and traſſique for her woollen cloarhs through all che parts 
of England, It.challengerh not much glory for Antiquity ; -only /thar ir accounterh a preat credir, 
th:t it hath dignified three Earls with the citle thereof, as Fobs Duke of B:dford, whom. Heary the 
Fifth (being his brother) advanced ro that honour, Zohn Duke of Sommerſet, and Foba ae Foix, whom 
King Hea-y the Sixih preterred to that dignity for his honourable and rriſty {zrvices done in the 
French Wars. Ir is a place of very civil and o1derly government, the which is managed by an A{der- 
man, choſen every year our of his rwelve Brethren, who are all diſtinguiſhed and notified from the 
reſt by the wearing of purple garmznts The Alderman and his Senior Brother are alwaies Juſtices of 
Peace and! Quorura. There are in it a Town Cl-rk, a Recorder, 'two Serzeants at Mace, and two 
Chimb:rlains. By Mar\emarical obſervation the fice of this Towr is in the degree of Long'rude 17, 
39 \ciuples from the iris Weſt pointz and the Pole elevared i\ Eaticude to the degree 55, and 15 
minures, : q 

(8) Places of memors'»}2 nore for Antiquity are Vertere, Mentioned by An'opne rhe Empe- 
rour ; and Aballaha, winich we comratly call Apelly, In the ops, the North:rn Enz/iſn conſpired 
apainlt Nilliam the Conquerour in the beginning of the Norman Government, Jn the croer,, whe 
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Aurelian Maurts kept a tation in the time of rhe Romans, and their high ſtreer is yer apparently to be 
ſeen by the ridges thereof, which lead by Apelby to a place called B/ovwonzcum, mentioned in the Book 
of Provincial notices, The anrique pieces of Roman Coin otherwhiles digged up hercabours, and 
ſame Inſcriptions nor long fince found, ſhew of what conrinuance they have been : alrhowgh Time, 
which devourech all things, hahſo fed upon their carkaſſes many apes rogerher, as irhath almoſt 
conſumed both houſes and Inhabirgnrs.for Apelby now is bare borh of people and building ; and were 
ic not for the anriquiry rhat makes jc che more eſtimable, in whoſe Caſtle the Aſſiſes are commonly 
kept, it would be little bercer in account than a Village. Yertere is long fince decayed, and the name 
of it changed into Burgh : for it is commonly named Byrgh under Stanemore, In which, it is ſaid, a 
Reman Captain made his abode with a band of Direftores, in the declining age of the-Roman Em- 
pire. Theſe rwo places iltiam of Newborough callcth Princely Holds, and wricerh, thar 773{:zam King 
of Scots a little before he himſelf was raken priſoner ar Alnewicke, ſurprized them on a ſudden, bur 
King Zohz recovered them after, and liberally beſtowed them upon Robert Yipont, for his many wor- 
thy ſervices, x 

(9) There is mention made bur of one religious Houſe that hath been in all this Country, and thar 
was a little Monaſtery ſeated near unto the River Lodey, built by Thomas the ſon of Goſpatricke, the 
ſon of Orms : where there is a fountain or ſpring that ebbs and flows many times a day, and it is 
chought that ſome nocable A& of Atrchievemenr hath been performed there, for rhar there be huge 
ſtones in form of Pyramides, ſome gine foot high, and fourreen foot thick, ranged for a mile in length 
direQly in a row, and cqually diftant, which might ſeem ro have been there purpoſely pirched in me- 
mory thereof : bur whatthat A was it is not now known, bur quite worn our of remembrance by 
rimes injury. ; 
(to) Other matters worthy obſervation are only theſe : Thar ar Amboglane, now called = 
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ble-fide, near the upper corner of Winander Mear, there apptars atthis day the ruines of anycene 
City, . which by the Britiſh-Bricks, by Roman- Money oftenrines found there, by High-waiefpaved 
leading unto it, and other likclihoods, ſeems to have been.a wark of the Romans : Thej./ortrels 
thercof ſolong fenced with a ditch and rampire, that jr took up in length one hundred thify two 
Ells, and in breadth eighr. There are alſo near Kendale in th& River Can, wo Catadupe or us Wfals, 
where the waters deſcend with ſuch a forcible downfall, that ir compels a mighty noiſe to be teard, 
which the neighbour Inhabirants make ſuch uſe of, as they ſtand them in as good ſtead 'as Progh \ſti - 
cations : for when that which ſtanderh North from them ſounderh more clcar, and with a loniderec. 
cho in their ears,they certainly look for fair weather re follow : Bur when that on the South doth the 
like, they expe& foggy miſts "and ſhowres cf rain. 7 - 

( 11 ). This Province is traded with four Marker-Towns, fortified with the ſtrength of ſeven Ca- 
Rles, and hath 26 Pariſhes in it for the celebration of Divine Service, 
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CHAPTER. XLb 


JI UMBERLAN D, the furthcſt North-weſt Province in this Realm of Englavd, confronz 
Jr ecth upon the South of Sco!/and, and is divided from thar Kingdom partly by the River 
K2rſop, then croſſing Esþe, by a traft thorow Sg/ome- Moſs, untill ir come to the Solwaye 
Frith, by Ptolhmy called the Ituar Baye, The North- welt part js neighboured by Northum- 
berland, more Exſt-ward with V7tmorland, the South with Lancaſhire, and rhe Welt is wholly waſhed 
with the I:iſh Seas. 

(2) The form whereof is long and narrow,poin:ing wedge-like into the South, which part is alto. : 
gether peſtred with copped hills, and therefore hath the nam- of Cop-la2d. The middle is more levels 
and berrer inhabited, yielding { cient for the ſuſtenance of man: but the North is wild and fſolitas 
Iy5 combred with bills, as Coplind is, 

3) The aite is piercing, an. of a ſharp remperarure, and would bc moic biringawere it nor that ' 
hoſe high hills break ot ths Norchsrn forms, and cold falling ſnows. 

(4) Notwithſtanding, tich is this Province, and with great varicties th:reof is replcniſhed * the 
hills, rhough tough, yer fmile upon their behofder:, ſpread with ſheep and Carte), the vatlies ſto- 
red with graſs and corn ſufficient : the $:a affordeth great ſtore of filh, rhe Lan! ove?s ſpread with 
yaricty ot fowles, and the Rivers feed a kind of Mule that bringech fo:th Peatle, where in the 
mouth of the It, as they lie gaping and ſucking in dew, the Country people gather, an: ſell ro the 
Lapidaries, oo their own little and the buyers great gain. Bur the, Mines Royal of Copper, whereot 
this Country yicldeth much, is for uſe the richelt of all ; rhe place is at Keſwick and Newland,where 
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likewiſe the Black Lead is gotten, whoſe plenty maketh it of i no great eſteem; othetwile a commo+4 
dity that could hardly be miſſed, | * 

(5) The ancient Inhabicants known to the Romans, were the Brigantes, whom Ptblomy diſper- 
ſeth into Weſtmorlaud, Richmond, Durbam, Tork- flere Laxca ſhire, Bur when the Saxons had 
overboin the Britaizes, and forced them out of the beſt, ro leek rheir reſting among the vaſt Moun- 
rains, theſe by them were entred into, where they held play with thoſe enemies, maugre their force, 
and from them, as Marianys doth witneſs, rhe Land was called Cumbey, of thoſe Kymbri the Bri= 
tanes. Bur when the Stare of rh« Saxons was {ore ſhaken by the Danes, this Cungberl and was accauns- 
red a'Kingdom of ir {clf; for ſo the Flower- gatherer of Weſtm/aſt.r recordeth : King Edmund (laith 
he) with the help of Leoline Prince of South- Wales'waſtcd all Cumberland, aid haviig put out the eyes 
of the two ſons of Dunmail K#ag of that Province, granted that Kingdom unto Maleolm King of Scots, 
vheiecof their eldeſt ſons became PrefeRs. This Province, King Stephen, to purchaſe favour wich the 
Scots, what time he ſtood in moſt need of aid,confirmed by gift under their Crown ; which Heayy the 
Second notwithſtanding made claim unto and gors as Nuvrigenfis writerh, and laid it again in the 
Marches of Exeland : fince when;many bickerings b:rwixt rhefe Nations herein have hapned, but 
none ſo bitter againſt the $:01tiſh ſide,'as was thas ar Salome Moſs, where their Nobility diſdaining 
their General Oliver Sinclere, gave over the Bartel, and yielded themlclves to the Engliſh : which 
aig hors pierced ſodeeply into the hearr of King Fames the fifth, that tor grief rhereof he ſhortly 
aiter died, 

(6) Many memorable Antiquities remain and have been found in this County: for ir being 
the Confines of the Romans Poſſeſſioas, was continally ſecured by their Garriſous, where remains at 
this day patt of that admirable wall builc by Severus: alſo another Fortificarion from Werkiaton to 
Elus Maythy vpon the Sza- ſhore roward Irelandgby Stillico railed, when under Theodoſiys he _— 
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{:d the rage of the Piffs and Iriſh, and freed rhe Seas of the Saxons Pirates, Upon Hayd- &not hill, 
Moresby, Old Carlcil, Pap=caſile along. the Wall, and in many other places, rheir ruines remain, with 
alrats, and Inſcriptions of their Caprains and Colonies, whereof many hare been found, and more 
as ycrt lic hid, 

(7) The chiefeſt City in rhis Shire is Carle, pleaſantly ſeared berwixt the Rivers Eden, PettereR, 
and Caud, by the Romans called Lyguvallum ; by B:da, Luell ; by Ptolomy.Leucopivia ; by Ninius,Caers 
Lualid ; and by ns Carlile. This City flouriſhing under the Romans, ar their departure, by the furious 
outrages of rhe Scots and Pitts was dej:&ed, yer in the daies of Egfrid King of Northumberlands was 
walled about: but again defaced by che over-running Danes, lay buried in her own aſhes the ſpace 
of two hundred years : upon whoſe ruines at lengrh Ryfzs ſer his compaſſionate eye, and builc there 
the Caftile, planting a Colepy of Flemiags to ſecure the Coaſts trom the Scots, but upon berter ad- 
viſement removed them into Wales. After him, Heyy his brother and ſucceflor erdained this City for 
an Epiſcopal Sec z whole fite is placed in the degree of Longirude frem the firſt Weſt part 17. and 
2 ſcruples, and the Pole thence elevared fromthe degree of Latitude 55 and 56 ſcruples, 

(8) Weſt from hence, ar Burgh upon the ſand, was the fatal end of our famous Monarch King 
Edward the firſt, who there leaving his wars unfiniſhed againſt Scotla3d, left his troubles, and ſoon 
miſſed life, ro his untitnely and ſoon lamented death. 

(9) AndatSalfelds upon the River Eden, a Monument of ſeventy ſeven ſtones, each of them ren 
foor high above ground, and one of them ar the entrance fifteen, as a Trophy of ViRory was ered, 
Theſe are by the By- dwellers called Long Meg avd ber Daughters, 

(10) This Country, as it Rood in the fronts of aſſaults, ſo was ir ſtrengrhned with rwearysive 
Caſtles, and preſerved wich the prayers ( as then was thought ) of the Yotaries in the houſes creQed 
at Carlile, Lencroft, Wetheraſt, Holme, Daker, and Saint Bees, Theſe with orhers were difel_er by 
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King Heryy the Eighr, and their revenues ſhadowed under his Crown :' but the' Proyince being freed : 
from charge of 'Subſidie, is nor therefore divided into Hundreds in the Parliament Roles, whcnce 
we have taken the divifions of the reſt : only rhis is obſerved, that therein are ſcared nine Makers 
Towns, fifry eigbr;P arith-Churches, beſides many other Chappels of caſe. 
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NORTHU MBERLAND. 
CHAPTER - XLEIG + 


HE County of Nerthumbertaad,bath on the South the Biſhoprick of Durham, being ſhut 
in with the River Derwent, and with Tyne ; the North is confined upon Sco:land, the Weſt 
upon part of Scot/and and part of Cumberland; ihe Eaſt» fide lyeth altogerher upon whe $22, 
called Mare Germanicum, $ 
( 2) The form thereof is Triangle, and diff-rs nor much irthe fidings ; for from her Sourh Exſt | 
unto the Sourh Weſt point are near unto: 40 miles 3 from-rhefice to her North=point are Gxry miles, 
and her baſe along rhe Sea-ſhore 45 miles : The who!e in circumference is about 'one hundred forty 
fire miles, | SI 
(3) The Air muſt needs be ſubtile and piercing, for that the Northernly parts are moſt expoſed ro 
extremity of weathers, as great winds, hard froſts, and long lying of ſnows, &c. Yer would ir be far 
_ more ſharper than it is, were nor the German Seas a ready means to further the diſſolution of her ;ce 
"and Snow, and the plenty of Coals there gotten, a gieathelp to comfort rhe body with warmth, and 
defend the bitter coldneſs, | 
(4) The Soil cannor berich, having neither fertility of ground for Corn-or Cartel, the moi? pare 
of it being rough, and in every place hard ro be manured, {ave only rowards che S.3 and the Riyer 
Tyae, _ by the grcat dilgence and induſtrious pains of goud husbandry, that Part IS þCCOMeE ye 
ry fruitful. : | 
(5)The ancient Inhabirants of this Country,mentioned by Ptolomyzwere callel OT TALLINTG, 
OTTADENI,and OTTADINY, which by an cafic alteration ( as M, Cambden faith 3! 3: 
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had been called OTTAT IN I, fignifying, abeur the River Tye, or on. the further fide of Tyre, 
( tor (o this people were planted ) there would have been much conſonance both with the name ot 
rhe Inhabitants, and the Poſition and Site of the Province, 

[6) The chieteſt commodity rhar enricherth this County, are thoſe Stones Linthancrates, which we 
call Sca-coals, whereof there is ſuch plenty and abundance digged up, as rhey do not only 1Erutn 2 
great gain tothe Inhabitanrss, bur piocure alſo much pleaſure and profir ro orhers, 

(7) No place of this Proy:nce vents torth ſo many of -ch:ſe Sea-coals inco orher regions,as New- 
caftle doth, being the ve:y eye 0f ail the Towns in this County : for ir doth nor only miniſter relief 
( by ſuch proviſion) to all other parrs of Exgland, bur doth allo furniſh the. wants of forrain Coun- 
tries with her plenty. By mcans of his and che intercourie of rraffigue which it hath, rhe place is 
grown exceeding ric! 10d populous, . Before rhz Conquzſt it was called Monk-ch-ſter : having been (as 
it ſeemed) in the poilclion of Mozhs : and Cheſter being added, which ſignifies a bulwark or place of 
defence, (h:ws that in ancicnt time ir had been a place of Fortification. 

(8) #4 rhe Congurſt it got the name of Newcaſtle, by the new Caſtle which Robeyt the Son cf 
Wilian the Conquereut built there, our of the ground. What it was called inold rime is nor 
known, yertione are of op;nicn, that ic may be chought to have ben Gatreſentum, for that Gateſ+ 
head, the ſuburbe ( as ir were ) of the ſame, expreſleth in the own proper ſipoification that Britiſh 
nam2,Gatroſeatum. It now mo't cnnobled borh by th: Haven ( which Tyae mik:rh ) of har nora» 
ble depihh, rhar ir bearerh very ta'l Ships, and is able rod<fend them againſt fiorms and rempeſts, 
As alſo by many fayours ai:1 honours wherewirh ir hath been dignifi:d by Princes :; for Richard rhe 
ſecond granted that a Sword thould bz carried before the Mayor, and Heary che {ixt made ir a Coiun- 
ty confiiting of a Corporation within it ſelf. 1c is adorned with four Churches, and forcified with 
Rtrong walls thar have cighr gatcs, Ir is diſtant from the firſt Weſt lines 21 degrees and 30 _—_ 
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and from the EquinoRial line rowards the North-Pole (thirty foure degrees and fifry-ſeyen mi- 
nures, bf 
- (9) Themmoſt Town in England, and the ſtrongeſt Hold in all Britazae, is Barwich, From 
whence ir had the name is not certainly tnade kgown. Some ferch ir from Bereagarius, a Duke (never 
read of :) Howſocyer, this is berter to be ſaid rhan truſted ; and whenceſoever it hath the name, ir 
is ſeat.d berween two mighty Kingdoms, ſhooting far into the Szaz with the which and che 
River-Tweed, it is almoſt encompalled : and whenſoever any diſcord fell berween the rwo Nations, 
this place was the firſt thing they took care of, Ir nath endured the bruanrs of divers inroads and in- 
curſions, and been ofcenrines polſeſſed and repoſl:flcd of rhe Scots and Engliſh ; Bur fince it was 
reduced under the command of Edward the Fourth, our Kings have from time ro time fo ſtrength- 
ned it with new Works and Forrtifications, as they cut off all hopes of winning it, The Govyer- 
nour of this Town is alſo Warden of the Eaſt Marches againſt Scotland, The Longitude of it ac- 
cording to Machematical obſciyationy is 21 degrees and 43 minutes : the Latirude 55 degrees and 
48 minures, X 
( 10) The Inhavirants of chis Country are a warlike people, and exc:!lent harſemen, and are 
made fierce and hard by the ſeveral encounters of th2 Scots, and nor much unlik: them in neither, 
berwixt whom in this County,, many Batcels have been fought, and the ſucceſt:s ofrentimes waved 
through very doubrtully, the victory ſomerzmes falling to tþe Scots, fomerimes ro the Eagliſh. Ax 
Oterbyrne was one, in which three or four times it ſtood doubttully indiffercor, rill in the end the 
Scots got the upperhan4 of the Faghiſh s Howbeir, their glory mas nor made (o illuſtrious by this 
Conqueſt, bur thar it was as much darkned by rhe toile rhey received ar Aaw-che, where 77am 
King of Scots was taken and preſented priſoner to Heary the lecond. As alfo by thar Bartel at Brume 
ridge; where King Athetan feuzhr a pirchy field againſt Anlafe the Dane, Conſtantine Kiag of Scots, 
D, and 
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and Awgenius King of Cumverland, and thac with ſuch fortunate ſucceſs, as it hath lefe matter ſuH- 
Cicnr ro fill the pens ef Hiſtorians. Flodd's field alſo, memorable in the death of Zames the fourth, 
King of Scots, who was there ſlain, and his Army overthrown in a ſharp fight, as he dilplayed his 
Banner (in great hope) againſt England, when King Henry the eight Jay at the fiege of Tyrnay in 
France. 

(11) Other Bartels in this County have been, as that ar Hexam ( called by Brda, Hanguſtald ) 
wherein Zoha Nuvil, Marqueſs Mont acute, encountred the Leaders of the Lazcaſtriarfaftion with 
much courage, and with greater ſucceſs, pur them ro flight, for which he was made Ear] of Ns-- 
thumberland by Edward the fourth. As alſo that of D. ſton, (by Beda called Devilſhurar) where Oſwald 
having the faith of Chriſt for his defence and a: mour, fl:zw Cedwall the Briraiae in a fer battel, himſelf 
ftraightwaies becoming a profclled Chriſtian, and cauſing his people ro be inſtrvA:d in Chriſtian 
Religion. 

(12) Many memorable antiquities are found in this Country along the Wall, and in other places : 
As pieces of Coin, Inſcriptions, broken and unperfeR Altars, &c.the ruines of the Wall ycr to be ſeen; 
bur none that deſerves mote to be rememred than Wall Town (by Beda called Ay Myram ) for that 
Segebert King of the Eafl- Saxons was in it baprized in the Chriſtian Faith by the hands of Pay/iaus : 
and Halyſton,where the ſaid Paylinus is {aid to have bap:ized many thouſands into the faith of Chriſt, 
in the Primitive Church of the Z221:ſh Nation, 

C 13 ) Buſy-gap is a place infamous for robbing and thieving, and is therefore rather remembrcd 
As a cauriatory note for ſuch as have czuſe to travel that way, than for any proper matter of worth i: 
hath, that merits place with othcr parts of this Province, 

Ocber matters of cblcryaticon are only reſe, that North Tyne ( running thorow the 7a] ) 
waterstwo Dales, which breed notable light horſe mcn,and bak of them have theic hills (hard by] 
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ſo boggys and ſtanding with water on the top, that no horſemen are able to ride through them, and 
yer ( which is wonderful ) there be many grear heaps of ſtones ( called Laws ) which the neigh- 
bouring people are verily perſwaded were caſt up and laid rogerher in old rime, in remembrance of 
ſome that were ſlain there, . There is alſo a marrial kind of men which lie our, up and down inlittle 
Cottages ( called by them Sheals and Shealings ) from April ro Auguſt, in ſcactering faſhion, ſummer- 
ing ( as they term it ) their Cartel, and theſe are ſuch a ſorr of people as were rhe ancient Nomades, 
The laſt,nor leaſt, marrer of note is this, that the Inhabiranrsef Morpeth ſer their own Town on fire 
in the year of Chriſt 1215, in the ſpight they bare ro King Fohn, for thar he and his Rutars over-ran 
theſe Countries, ; 

This County hath five Marker-Towns in it for her trade of buying and ſelling, 26 Caſtles for her 
firengrh and fortification, and 460 Pariſh»Churches for Divine Service, -. 
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- CHAPTER 'XLEHEIR 


HE Iſle of Man is termed by Prolomy, Moneda; by Pliny, Menahia ; by Orofius, Monavia: 

by Beda, Menavia ſecuuda, and by Gildas; Euboniay and Meaaw. The Britains name ir Me- 

now ; the Inhabirants Maningez and we Engliſhmen, The Iſle of Man, Ir boundeth North» 

; ward upon Scotiaad, Sourhward upan the Iſle of Angleſey, Eaſtward upon part of Lanca- 
fhire, and Weſt=ward upon the Coaſt of Ireland 

(2) The form is long and narrow, for from Cyanſtouto the Mull-hills, where ir is longeſt, ir only 
ſtrercherh ir ſelf ro rwency nine miles; bur from the wideſt part, which is from Peele-Caftle ro Doug- 
las poin', are ſcarce nine z the whole compaſs abour, is fourſcore and rwo miles. 

(3) The aire is cold and ſharpe, being bordering upon the Septentrional parts, and for her ſhelter 
baving bur a wall ef water. They have few woods, only rhey light ſomerimes upon ſubrerranean 
_—_ eras under the ground, by digging up the earch for a clammy kind of Turffe, which they uſe 

or fuel]; 

(4) The ſoil is reaſonable fruitful both for Carrel, Fiſh, and Corn. yer it rather commenderh the 
pains of the people than the gudneſs of the ground ; for by the Induſtry of the Inhabicants ir yield= 
erh ſufficiently of every thing for ir ſelf, and ſendeth goad ſtore into other Countries, It hath fields 
{by good manuring ) plenteousof Barley and Wheat, bur eſpecially of Oars ; and from hence it comes 
thar the people car moſt of all Oaten-bread, Ir bears abundance of Hemp and Flax, and is full of 
mighty flocks of ſheep and other Cartel : yer are they ſmaller in body than we have in England, and 
are much like co the Cartel in Ireland that are neighbouring upon ir. | | 
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(5) This commodity makes this Iſland more happy than we are here : for the people are there free 
from unnece{{ary commencements of Suits, from long and dilatory Pleas, and from frivolous feeing 
of Lawyers.No Judge or Clerks of che Courr rake Gem any penny for drawing Inſtruments,or ma- 
king of Proeccflcs, All Controverfies are there determined by certain Judges, without writings or 
ether charges, and them they cal! Deemfters, and chuſe forth among themſelyes. If any complaint be 
made to the Magiſtrate for wrong, either done or ſuffered, he preſently takerh up a ſtone, and fixeth 
his mark upon it, and ſodelivereth ir unco the party plaintiffe, by verrue of which he both calls his 
adverſary to appearance, and to produce his-witneffes, If the caſe fall out ro be more lirigious, and 
of greater con{cquence than can eaſily be ended, ir is then referred ro rwelve men, whom they cerme, 
The Keyes 0' 111e Iſland, Another happineſs enricheth rhis 1f]and, namely, the ſecurity and government 
thereof, as being defended from neighbour enemies by Souldiers thar are preſt and ready ; for on the 
South fide of the Iſle ſtands Balr-Curi ( the Biſhops chief place of refidence ) and the Pyle, and a 
Block houſe Randing in a little Iſland, where there is a continusl Garriſon of Souldiers. And it is ſo 
well managed for marter of rule and civill diſcipline, rhat every man there poſic{leth his own in peace 
and ſafery, No man lives in dread or danger of loſing whar he hath, Men are nor there inclined to 
robbing or thieving, or liccntious living, 

(6) The Inhabirants ef this 13nd are forthe moſt part religious, and loving to their Paſtors, 
ro whom they do much reverence and reſpeR, frequenting daily ro Divine Service, withour divi- 
fion in the Church, or innovation in the Commonwealth, The wealthier ſort, and ſuch as hold the 
faireſt poſſeſſions, do imitate the people of Lanca-ſhire, both in their honeſt carriage and good 
houſe- keeping. Howbeir, the common ſort of people both in their language. and manners, come 
nigheſt unto the Iriſh, although they ſomewhar reliſh and ſayour of the qualities of the Norwe- 
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( 7) Things nor worthy to be buried inthe grave of qblivion are, that this Iſland in rhe midſt 
therot riſech up with hills, ſanding very thick ; amongſt which the higheſt is called Sceafut, from 
whence upon a clear and fair day,a man may eaſily ſce three Kingdoms ar once tha is Scotland, Eng- 
Lad, and Ireland. This Ile prohibits the cuſtomary manner of begging from door to door, dereſting 
the diſorders,as well Civil as Ecclefiaſtical of Neighbour Nations, And the laſt,nor leaſt;thar deſcrves 
robe commirred to memory, 1s, that che women of this Country, whereſoever they go out of their 
doors, gird themſelves about with the winding ſheer that they purpoſe ro be buried in, co ſhew them - 
ſelves mindful of their mo:rality : and ſuch of them as are at any time.condemned to die, are ſswed 
within a ſack, and flung from a rock into the Sea. | 

(8) The whole Iflz is divided into two parts, South and North, whereof the one relembleth rhe 
Scottiſh in ſpeech) the other the 171ſh, Ir is defended by rwo Caſtles, anJ bath ſeventeen Pariſhes, fave 
Market-Towns, and many Villages, NY 


A Chronicle of the Kings of M a x. 
CHAPTER XLIV. 


T is here very pertiacat to the purpoſe, to inſert a ſmall Hiſtory of this Iſland, th1t the atchieuements 
Prens: had,m1y i0t be utterly buried, altbough they are waxen very old, and almoſt torn from remem* 
 braace by the 1ueth of Time. It us confeſſed by all, that the Britains held thu 1flaad, as they did all Brie 
raine. But when the Nations from the North over flowed theſe South parts, like violent tempeſts, it became 
ſubjeft to the Scots. After wards,;the Norwegians who did moſt hurt ſrom the No-thera Sea by their maii- 
fol1 robberies, made this 1ſland and the Hebrides to be their haunt, and erefted Lords and petty Kings in 
the ſame, as 1s expreſſed in this Chronicle, written (as us reported) by the Monks of the Abbey of Ruſlin, 
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Nno Dom. 1065. Edward, of bleſſed memory, King of England, departed this life, and Ha- 

rald the Son of Godwyn ſucceeded him in the Kingdom: againſt whom Hare!d Haifater 

(Kin - £ Noyway)came into the field, and fought a Barrel ar Stainford-bridge : bur the Engs 

-@ /;ſh 6. c:3'ning the viory pur them all ro flighr. Our of which chaſe Godred, firnamed C79. 

wan, rhe ſon of /' 1; 4d the black of Iſcland, came unto Gedred the ſon of Syrric > who raigned then 
in M:1,and hor-11:4bly received him. 

(2) Tie ſame + car 7illiamihe Baſtard conquered England, and Godred the ſon of Syrric died, his 

{on Fiaga; ;ucceed. ig him, 
(3) An 
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(3) An. 1066. Godred Crovan afſembled';grear Fleer, and came to Manand fought with the 
p:ople of the Land, bur received the worſt, and £: overcome. 

The ſecond time renewing his Forces and his Fleer, he ſailed into Min, and joyned Battle with 
the Manksmeu , but was vanquiſhed as before, and, driven out of the ficld, Howbeir , what he could 
Not at firſt bring to paſs with power in thoſe rwo ſeveral onſers, he afrerward eftefed by policy. 
For the third rime gathering a great multitude rogerher, he arrived by night in the haven called 
Ramſey, and hid thrice hundred men in a Wood, which ſtood upon the hanging hollow brow of an hill 
called Sceaful. The Sun being riſen, the Manþ;mei put their people in order of Battle, and with a 
violent charge encountred with Godred. The tight was hor for a time, and ſtood in a deubtful ſu- 
ſpence cill thoſe three hundred mcn Rarring our of che Ambuſh b-hind their backs, began ro foil the 
Manksmen , pur them to the worſt, and forced th: m to flie, Who ſeeing themſelves thus diſcomfired, 
and finding no place of rcfupe left them to eſcape, with: pitiful lamentarion ſubmicced themſelves 
unto Godred , and beſought him not ro pur to the ſword ſuch poor remainder ot them as was lefe 
alive. Godred having compaſſion on their caPamyies, (for he had bzen nurſed for a time and broughe 
up among them) ſoundcd a retreat, and prohibiced his Hoſt any longer murfuir, He being rhus 
poll {ſed of the Iſle of 21, dicd in the I 1nd thar is called Iſlezwhen be had raign:<d fixreen years, 
He left behind him thice ſons, L-gman, Harald, an) Olave. 

(4) Lagmaz the eldeſt, raking upon him rhe. Kingeom, raigned ſeven years. Ais brother Harald 
rebcll:d againſt him a great while; but at length was taken priſoner by Lagman, who cauſed his mem- 
bers of generation to be cur oft, and his eyes to beÞur our of his head 2 which cruelty this Lagm 4 
afterwards rep:nting , gave over the Kingdom of his oun accord, and wearing the badge of the 
Lords Croſs, rook a journey to Feruſalen, in which he died, ; 

(5) An, 1075, Ail the Lords and Noblzs cf rhe Tſlands hearing of the death of £7gman, pros 
| mbaſlae 
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Ambaſſadors to Murccrrd 0-brien, King of Ireland, and requeſted thar he would ſend ſome worthy 
and induſtrious man of the Bloud Royal to be their King , till 01:ve rhe ſon of Godred came to full 
age. The King yielding to their requeſt, ſent one Dopaald the ſon of Tade, and charged him to 
govern the Kingdom ( which by rizhr bzlonged x9 anorher) with leniry and gentleneſs. Bur after 
he was come tothe Crown , forgetting, or not weighing the charge thar his Lord and Maſter hae 
given him, ſwayed his place with great tyranny, committing many outrag:s and cruelties , and 

reigned three years : till all the Princes of the Iflands agreeing rogerher, roſe up agiinſt him, ons; 
made him flie into Ireland, 

(6) An, Dom. 1111. O0/ave the ſon of Godred Crovan aforeſaid, began his raign, and raigned 
forty years a peaceable Prince, He rook ro wife Africa , rhe daughter of Fergus of Gal way, of 
whom he begar Godrcd. By his Concubines he had Raigaa!d, Lazmans and Harald , belides many 
daughters, whercot one was married to Symmerled, Prince of Herergaidel, who cauſed rhe ruine of 
the Kings of the Iſlands. Oa her he begar four ſons, Da/za!, Raignald, Engus, and Olave. 

(7) an. Dow, I T44, Godred the ſon of Olave, wasecreated King of Man , and raigned thirty 
years, In the third year of his raign the people of Dublin ſent for him, and made him their King, 
Which Murecard King of Ireland maligning , raiſed war » and ſent Oftbeley his half brother by the 
mothers fide with 3000, men ar Arrfis ro Dublin z who by Godred and the Dubliaians was lain, and 
ehc reſt all pur to flight. Theſe atchievements made, Godred returned ro Man, and began to uſe ry= 
ranny , turning the Noblemen our of their inherirances. Whereupon one called Thorfia (Otters 
lon) being mighticr than the reſt, came ro Symmerted, and made Dulgal (Sumperieds ſon) King 
of the Iſlands ; whereof Godred having intelligence , prepared a Nayy of 80. Ships to meer Sum» 
merled, And in the year 1156. there was a Battle fought at S:a on Twelfth day at night , and 


many flain on borh ſides, Bur the next day they grew to a pacification , and divided the Ringoon 
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of the Iſlands among rhemſclves, This wah. the cauſe of rhe overthrow of the Kingdom of 


the Iſles. . "> 
(8) An, 1158. Summerled came to Man y with a fleet of fifty three ſail,pur Godred to flight, and 


waſted the lſland.Godred upon this crofled over*to Norway for aid againſt Summerled. Bur Summeried 
in the mean time arrrving at Rhinfrin, and haying garhered rogether a flzert of 160. ſhips, covering 
ro ſubdue all Scotland , by rhe juſt judgem:nt of God, was vanquiſhed by a fe, and both himſelf 
and his ſon (lain, with an infinite number of people. 

(9) The fourth day after, Raigaald brgan rs raign, but Godred coming upon him our of Nor- 
way with'a great multizude of Armed men, te jk his brother Raignald , and b:refr him both of his 
eyes.and genital mzmbers. On the fourth Ides: F November, An, Dom, 1187. Godred King of the 
Iflands died, and his body was tranſlated to tþ 4 1ſle of Ely, He left behind him three ſons, Raignald, 
Glave, and Yvay, He ordained in his life time Ft Ol{ave ſhould ſucceed him,becaule he only was born 
iegitimate, Bur the people cf Man ſeeing him tg be [carce ren years old, ſent for Raignald, and made 
him their King, This cauſcd great diviſion, ard many turbulent .arremprs berween the two Brethien 
for the ſpace of thirty eight years ; which had ny end rill at a place called Tingualla there was a 
battle ſtruck berween them, wherein Olave had the victory, and Kaigaald was flain. The Monkes 
of Ruſſia tranſlated his body unto the Abbey of S, Mary de Fournes , and there interred ir in a place 
which himſelf had choſen for that purpoſe. pi 

(10) An. 1330. 0lave and Godred Don ( who was Razgnalds ſon) with the Norwers ins came 
ro Man, and divided the Kingdom among th:mlſelves. Olave held Man, and Godred being gene un«- 
tio the Iflands, was fl1in inthe If]: Lodbys, So Olave obrained the Kingdom of the Ifl:s. He died 
the twelfth Calends of Zune, Anno 1237, in' Sam Patricks Iland, and was turicd in the Abbey of 
Rufſins ; ; " 

| : (11) Har- 
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(11) Harold his ſon ſucceeded him , being fourreen years of age, and raigned 12. years 

In the year 1239. he went unto the King of Norway, who after two years confirmed unto 
him , his heirs and ſucccflaurs, under his Seal, all the lflands which his predeceſſours had 
poll f[cd, 
f (:2) An. 1242. Harold returned our of Norway, and being by the Inhabitants honourably re. 
ceived, had peace with rhe Kings of .England and of Scotland. The ſame year he was ſent for by the 
King of Norway, and married his daughter. In the year 1249. as he returned homeward with his 
wife, he was drowned in a tempeſt necr unto the coaſts of Radland, 

(13) An, Dom. 1249. Raignald the ſon of Olave, and brother ro Hayold, began his raign and 
on the thirrieth day thereof was flain by one Yvar a Knight, in a meadow neer unto the holy Trinty 
Church, and licrh buried in the Church of $. Mary of Ruſſin, 

(14) In the year 1252. Magnys che ſon of 0{ave, came ro Mn, and was made King, The nexr 
year following he wear to the King of Norway, and ſtayed there a year, 

(15) Inthe year 1265. Mignus (Olaves ſon) King of Man, and of the Iflands, departed this 
life, at the Caſtle of Ryſſia, and was buried in the Church of S, Mary of Ruſſin. 

(16) In the year 1266. the Kingdom of the Ifl 'nds was trarflinred, by reaſon of Alexander King 
of Scots, who had gotten into his hands the Weſtern Iſlands, and brought the Iſle of Man under his 
dominion, as one of thar number. 

(17) An-1340.% Miam Montacute Earl] of Salisbuy wreſted it from the Scottiſh by ſtrong hand and” 
force of Arms : and in the year 1393. ( as Thomas Walſingham ſ:ith ) he Gd Man and the 
Crown thereof unto H'lliam Scroope for a great ſumme of money, Bur he being beheaded for high 
Treaſon, and his goods confiſcare ; ir came into the hands of Heary the Foutth King of England, 


who granted this Iſland unto Hen'y Percy Earl of Northumberland, Bur Henry Percy encring; into 
open 
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open rebellion the fifr year following , the King ſent Sir Fohn Stanley and 77 liam Stanley to ſeize 
the Iſle and Caſtle of Man, the inheritance whereof he granted afterwards ro Sir Zoha Stanley 
and. his heirs by Lerrers Patents z with the Patronage of the Biſhoprick, &c. So rhat his heirs and 
ſuccefſours , who were honoured with the Title of-Zarls of Darby > were commonly ca:led 
Kings of Man. _- 
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CHAPTERS LY. 
HIS Iſlnd iscalled Linduſurn?, by the River Lied thut is oppoſite unto it 01 the Corfl of 
Northumberland. Brda rermith it a Demy Iſha, The Britains name it In nedicante, for 
thar it ewice every dzy ſuffcreth an cxtiao jinurſ inundarion ard over Al wing. of ths 
Ocean in manner cf an Iſl ind, wh ch rwicy” *kewiſe makes ir contin: nt to the Landzand 

r:rurning unto her watry habitation, lays the Shore bf&a22in, as b<fore. It. is called in Engliſh, 

Holy land, for that in ancient tim?s many Moaks have becn accuſtomed ro rechic themelves thuher, 

EO —_—_— for ſolitude . having on the Weſt ang Son z» N9 (tt bcorland ) and 

more South Ealtward the 10 ind Parae. js 

(2) The form of it is long and narrow, the Weſt-fide narrower than the Eaſt, and are both con - 
Joynee by a very ſmall fpang of land thar is lefr unto Conies, The South is much broader than the 


l 
reſt, It is from Eaſt ro Weſt. abour rwo thouſand rwo hindred and fi'ty paces 3 and from! Noith to 
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(3) The air is nor very good either for health of Eelizhr, as being ſcared on thoſe parts thar are y 
hat ai;ſe- from : 


(4 ) The Soll cannot be rich , being rocky and full of Nones, and unfic for Corn ard Til:age, 
It isncither cormmended for hil's to feed ſheep 4 nor pattures ro far Cartle ; niches hath ir Vallies 
repleriſhed with fweer ſprin2s, or running rivolers, only \ene cxcepred,: Ceſcrniing from a ſtanding 
pend, Ihe only raing this find yielderh, is a fit and arcom nodate 3; rigude for inhing 
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(5) Notwithſtanding, this is very worthy of note concerning the ſame, which A'cua wrote in an 
Epiltle ro Egelred King of Northumberland, namely, that it was a place more venerable than all the 
places of Britaia , and rhar after the departure of S, Paulinus from Yorb , there Chriſtian Religion 
began in their Nation , though afterwards it there felr the firſt beginning of miſery and calamity, 
being left ro the ſpoil of Pagans and Miſcreants. 

(6) Ir isalſoremembred of rhis I{land , thar ſometime there hath been in ir an Epiſcopal: Sce, 
which Aidai whe Scot inſticured ( being called thirher ro Preach the Chriſtian Faith ro the people of 
Northumberlaid) being thus delighted with rhe ſolirary fituarion thereof, as a moſt Hr place for retire, 
Bur afterwards when the Danes rifled and robbed all the Sca-Coafts, the Epiſcopal Sec was rrapflared 
ro Durham. 

(7) This 1fland ſo ſmall in account either for compaſs or commodity , and ſounpeopled and un - 
Profirable, cannot be numerous in Towns and Villages. It hath in ir only one Town, with a Church 
and a Caſtle, under which there is a commodious Haven, defended with a block-houſe , fituare 
upon an hill rowards the. South-Eaſt, 


FARNE ISLE, 


His Ile South-eaſtwerd ſeven miles trom Holy. Iſland , ſheweth ir ſelf diſtant almo! rwo 
miles from Br ambreugh Caſtle, On the Weſt and Sourh it beareth upon Northumberland) 
and en the North- eaſt-fide it hath other ſmaller 1flinds ae joyning to ir, as 7idopcas and 
Staple Iſland, which lic two milcs off Bronſinan, and two lefſer than theſe, which are cal - 
led the Y'amves. y 


(1) The 
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(2) The form of rhis 1flz is round, and no larger in compaſs than may eafily be ridder-in on: 
halt of a day, The breadth of ir is but five miles, and the. length no more, The 'whole circum- 
ference extends ic {elf no further than to fifreen miles, : ; 
- *(3) The airis very unwholeſom, and ſubje@ borh ro many Dyſenteries and other diſcaſes, , by 
rcalon of rhe miſty fogs and exhalations rhar are thereunto drawn up from the Ocean. It is many 
times troubled with unuſal tempeſts of winds, with boiſterous fury of ſtormy rains, and with ſeycral 
and uncouth rages of the Sea, t 

{ 4) The ſoil cannot be fertile, being incircled abour with cragey clifts ; neither hath ir in ir 
wuch marter eirher of pleaſure or profir, It can neither defend it felt from cold , lacking fuel, as 


Woud, Coal, Turffs, &c. Nor irom famine, wanting food,:as Corn, Paſtures, Caunle, &c. The beſt- 


commodiry ir yields, is Fiſhand Fowl. | 
(5) Thisrhing nevertheleſs is worthy to be remembred of ir, which Bedg (writing of the life of 
Cutbert Biſhop of Lindisfarae, that Tutelar Patron of the Northern Engliſhmen ) reporteth , namelyy 
that in this Ile he built a Ciry fitting his goverment, and ere&ed cerrain houſes in the {ame ; the 
whole building ſtanding almoſt round in compaſs, and reaching the ſpace of four or fve pearches, 
The wall abour ir, he made higher rhan a mans height, to with- hold and keep in the wantonaſcivie 
ouſncſs both of his rhoughrs and eyes , and ro elevare rhe whole intention of his minde up ro heze 
venly defires, that he might wholly: give himſelf ro the ſervic? of Ged, Bur theſe arc all made rhe 
rvins ef times as ſirhence many other Monuments have becn of worthy Antiquity. : 
(6) 1 cannor reporr that there are now many houſes ſtanding in it , much leſs Towns or Villa 


ges : Oaly this, that it hacth a: Tower or place of Forcificarion belonging unro irz plac?d well-neer * 


in the middle part of che 111;, 
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His Iſland lieth abour five leagucsNorthweſt from Ferſey,and is compaſſed(like to her neigh. 

bour ) with the Britiſh-Sea. Ic lieth in length.from Plymouth bay Sourhwelt, ro Laucroſſe de 

Aackers Northeaſt, thirteen miles: in breadth from S. Martins point Southeaſt, to the Howe 

Norchweft nine miles : and is in circuit thirty fix miles. The Emperour Antonie baving the 

rule and dominion of Fraxce (at that rime called Gay!, from whence the word Gallia is derived) 

did name this 11nd Saraiay which afterwards by rhe change of Times and corruption of Languages, 
was long ſince (and is at rhis day) called Garnſcy, 

(2) This 1f]: in form and faſhion ſtandeth in the Sea, much I;ke ro a Paik thar is incompaſi:d 
round abour with a Pale of Rocks, being very defenſible unto the Iſland from the attempripg inyas» 
fion of cncmics, 

(3) TheAir and Climare of rhis Iſle hath lirtle or no difference in temper or quality from that 
ef Ferſcy. And this deſerves ro be remembred of ir; that in this Iſle is neither Toad, Snake, Adder, 
or any other venemous creature, and the other hath great plenty. 

(4) Ir Rtandeth for the moſt pare upon a rock, very high in many places from the Sea. Never- 
theleſs the Soil is very fruitful , yielding forth grear plenty of graſs for their Sheep and orher Cat- 

el , which they have ro ſerve all uſes. Their ficlds in che Summer-rime are ſo naturally garniſhed 
vich flowers of all ſorts, that a gan (being there} might conceir himſelf co be in a pleaſanc arcifi- 
:ial garden, 

(5) The Inhabirants are nor ſo much given to tillage as they of Ferſey, though the ſoil be as 


iunful, They baye of late taken great delight in planting and ferring of trees of all ſorts,and _ 
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cially of Apples, by reaſon whereof they make much Sider, Their commodiries are alike, and their 
helps from the Sea no leſs, or rather more. . | 

(6) Tn this 1fl: are many prear ſteep Rocks, among which is found a hard : None called by 
the Freuch men Smyr;5,which we rerm Emeyill. This ſtone is ſerviceable for many purpoſes,and many 
Trades, 2s Glaſiers, &c, bur eſpecially for the Goldſmiths and Lapidaries , co cur their precious 
ſtones, E94 | 

(7) It hath a head of Land upon the North part thereof, che paſſage into which is ſo narrow, 
that a man would think thar ar every Tyde {rhe Sca bearing ſtrengly on borh ſides) ir were 'in a con» 
rinual danger to be ſundred from the other part of the Ifle, This place is called S, Michael in the Vale, 
where (in former times ) ſtood a Priory, or a Coyent of relig -2us perſons, the ruines whereof are 
at this day to beſeen, jp | . 

(8) The government of this Iſl:;in narure and form reſembſes the ether of 7erſey,of whom ſhall 
be ſaid. The people in their Original and Language alike alſo;'bur in their cuſtoms and conditions 
rhey come neecrer the civil faſhions of rhe Engliſh. Orher matrs 's of moment I find not worthy to 


be recorded, 5 
Ic hath cen Pariſhes, and one Marker-Town , being alſo a Haven, and is called S, Peters Porty 
built cloſe by the Peere, and Caſte Cornet, y , 
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He two Iflinds Ferſey and Garnſey, being the only remains of the Dukedom of Normandy, 
that in former c:mes many years ropgerher was in the poileſſion , and under the command 
of the Kings of Eagland, annexing thereunto a large Territory and glorious Title to the 
Crown, ate both ſeated in the Sea called Mare Britannicum, the Ocean parting them a 

good diſtance aſunder, and are now both adjunQts, and within the circuit of Hampſhire, For the thirſt 
(being the Iſle of Fer/ey) ir liech upon the Britzh-Sea, having on the Noth parts the coaſts of 
Hampſhire, and on the South the Country of Normanaly. 

C > ) This 1ſhnd is long, nor much unlike che faſhion of an Egge. It contains in length from Sent- 
oi Poole upon the Weſt, tro Mount Orguil Caſtle on the Eaſt, ren miles, and in breadth from uo; 
point ro Plymount-bay, fix miles : rhe whole circuir of the If]}and bing thirty eight miles. Ir is diſtanc 
from a little Ifland called A/derney, about four leagues. Ir was in old time called Ceſaria; whether 
from Julius Oftavins, or any rhe other Ceſars that followed, is unknown, Bur the Freachmen have by 
corruption of ſpeech long rime called ir Zerſey. 

(3) Iris a very pleaſant and delightful Ifland, and giveth a pleaſant aſpe& uato the Seas, It !y- 
eh Sourhward nor far from a craggy ridge of rocks, which is much feared of the Mariners, and 
makes the paſſage that way very dangerous , howbeit it ſerves for a forcible defence againſt Pirars, 
or any ſtranger rhar attemprs invaſion, and they are rermed Caſquets. 

(4) The Soil is vety fertile , bringing forth ſtore of Corn .and Carcle, bur eſpecially 
of (hcep y thar are of reaſonable bigneſs, the moſt of them bearing four horns apiece :; Their 


woolt very fine and whice , of which the inhabirants make their Zerſey ſtockings, which 
| are 
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are ordinarily to'be had*in moſt parrs of, Englandy..and yield a great commodity unto the Iſland, 

) The firſt original of -chz Inhabicancsſprovg cicher from the Normans or Britains, or both. 
They ſpeak French, though after a'corrupt, manner, and have continued their names, language, cu- 
ſtoms, and Country, without any , or little intermixture , theſe many hundred years, having been 
under the juriſdi&ion of the Engliſh ever ſince the untimely and /unnatura} death of Robert Duke of 
Normandy, eldeſt ſon to #3/liam the Conquerour. - [-Þ 

( 6): The people of this Country live very pleaſantly » as v ll by rhe profirs of the Land, as the 
helps and furtherances of the Sea, that yields unto-them ( and elpecially in Summer ſeaſon) grear 
tore of fichy bar principally for Conger and Lobſters, the greareſt and farreſt upon the coaſt of Eag- 
I-14, Woad is yery ſcant , for their beſt fuel is Turff , ſome Coal they have broughrt,nnco chem, bur 
it is very dear; ſtraw furres*s,and fern ſerving their ordinary uſes, The middle part of the Ifland hath 
many prety Hills riſing in ir, yielding a delightful obje& unto the yallies , that receive from one 
another a mutual pleaſure, * : 

( 7) The Govyernour of rhis 1ſlz is the, Captain thereof, who appointeth certain Officers under 
him.: the principal of- whont,, carcieth the name and cicle of a Bailiff, rhat'in civil canſcs hath the 
afſiſtance.of ryctye Jurars'ro determine of differences , and miniſter Juſtice 2 inccriminal marrers ſe- 
ven : inmatters of reaſon and conſcience, five. Their rwelve are choſen our” of the rwelve Pariſhes; 
{o thar'no' rhan g5ech further ro complain, than ro his own Jurare in ordinary Controverfies 3 'bur 
matrers of moment and difficulty are derermined before the Bailiff in a General Meeting, ks 1 

(8 ) This]Ochath two lirde 1flands adjacent the one S. Alboxs , the other Hillary Iſland. Ir 
hath twelye P ariſhes, and four Caltles. Na other Monuments of name or note, 
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CHAFTER | 


Nr quiry hath ayouched, thar the whole 1fle of Britaize was divided into three parts. The 
firſt and faireſt lay contained within the French Seas,the Rivers of Severne,Dee,nnd Hum. 
ber , called rhen Lhoyger, which name yer it rerainerh in Welſh; in Exgliſh called England, 
The ſecond part occupied all the land Northward from Hymber to the O7hacy Sea, called 

by che L2ines, Mare Caledoaium, or Dencaledonium, now famouſly known by rhe name of Scotland, 


The third part was this, lying berwixt the Iriſh Seas , the Rivers Sevcrnae and Dee, and was called * 


Cambria, which name doth yer continue with rhem, though we, the Eng!iſh, call ir ales, as the peo» 
ple Felſbmen, which is, ſtrange and ſtrangers; for ſo ar this day the dwellers of Tyfoll in the higher 
Germany, whence our Saxons are ſaid co have come, do name the Italian { their next neighbour ) a 
welſhmans «nd bis language Telſh. _ : 

( 2 ) This opinion Yerſtegaa doth alrogecher contradiR, rather judging by the ancient Textoxrch 
rongue, which the Germans ſpake, and wherein the G is pronounced for # char theſe Saxons called 
them Galliſh from rhe Gaules, whence th. ic original proceeded , rather than Talliſh from ſtrangers ; 
which he thinketh could nor be, confidcring their habicarions ſo neer untorhem ; and rhar the like 
was in uſe, he proveth by the words of French Gardzan for WVardians Cornngalles for Cornwalles, yea 
and Galles for Walles, calling our moſt famous Edward Þ rince of Galles not Prince of 7alles : info- 
much that r!1z County of Zpmbardy , bordering Ye upon th; Germans » was of them called Fil 
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Cif alphina, and :£ this day Welſb-laud. So likewiſe do the Netherlands c:ll the Inhabirants 
of Henalt and Artois, Wallen or Wallons, and ſome part of Brabant ana Flanders, Melſh-Bra- 
brant, and 'Te!ſh- Flanders, and all becauſe of rhe language or lineage of the Gax's, Neither do the 
meer Natives of Wales knew any other name of their Country than Cambria, of themſclves than 
Cambri or Cumri, or ef their language than Camvrave, Bur leaving this opinion free to his affe.on, 
we will procecd, 

(3) ales therefore beihg anciently bounded as before, the Saxoxs did afterwards win by force 
frem the Britains, all the plain and champion Country over the Riyer Dre ; and eſpecially Off z 
King of Mrycia, made their limits ſtrairer,by making a ditch of great breadth and deprh,to be a Mear 
berwixt this Kingdom and #a/es. This ditch is in many places to be ſeen ar this day, and bears the 
name of Clawh Off a, that is, Off aes Ditch. The Country between ir and England is commonly cal- 
led the Marches, and is for the moſt part inhabired by #<!ſhmen,eſpecially in North-Wales, even tothe 
RiverDee, This admirable Trench began at Baſſingwerke in Fliaſhire, berween . Chi ter and Ruth- 
land, a - ran along the hills ro the South Seaza lirtle from. Briſtow, reaching above an hundred milcs 
n length. 

( 4) Silveſter Giraldus makes the River #'ye ro be the Mear berween England and Wales, on tc 
Sourh part, called Sozth-ales : whence he aſcribeth the breadth of Wales unto $aint Davids in Me- 
nevia, to be an hundred miles; and the length from Caerleon upen #5þe in Gwentland, to Holly head 
in Angleſey, an hundred miles, he mighr have ſaid thirty more, 

(5) Abour the year of Chriſt 870, our Alfredreigning in England, Rodericys Mens King of Wales 
did divide ir into three Talaiths, Regions, or Terricories, which were called Kingdoms. This Roderi- 
£45 Magnus gave Venedotia,Gwyatth or North-Wales. to Anarawd hiseldeſt ſon; ro Cadeth his ſecond 
lon, Demctia, Dehenbarth or Seuth-Walcs; and to Mervig his third ſon, Powys. ) Nt 
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* (6) North-wales had upcn the Northefide the 17iſh Sea, from rhe River Dee at Baſſeagwerke to 
Aberdyvi : upon the Weſt and South-weſt, the River Dyui, which divideth it from South-Wales, and 
in ſome places from Powys/and. And on the Sourh 3nd Eaft, it is divided from Powys,ſomerimes with | 
high hills, and ſometimes with Rivers, till ir come again to the River Dee. lc is generally fall of hi 
mountains, Craggy rocks, great woods, and deep vallies, many ſtrair dangerous places, deep and of 
Rieers, A - 
(7) This Land was of old time diyided into four parts, Mos, Afton, Meryonyth, and y Bervedbw.. n, 
ot the middle County, and cach of theſe were again div:ded into ſeveral Countries, and they ſult > 
vided into their Cymeden or Commors, wherein we follow that diviſion which was in the rime.of 
Llewylyn ap Grufſia,laſt Prince of Wales, according to a Copy imparted to me by a worthiptul friend 
and leained Antiguary, as ſecmivg far more exa& rhan thar of DeQtor Powels, " BE 
($8) Angleſey rhe chiefeſt, is ſeparated from rhe main Land with the River Mocizat, whereinar 
Aberfraw was rhe Princes Court,now a mean Villzge. Inthis {land is a fair Town ca'lcd Beturartſh, 
And a common paſlage to Irelazd at Caergybi, in Eagliſh, Holly bead. : 
(9) Arvon, the ſecond part of North-wales, is now called Carnarvanſhire, the ſt onge? Country 
within that Principality, giving place to none for fertility of the ground, or for plenty of Wood, 
Catrel, Fiſh, and Fowle,8&c, Here are the Towns of Caernazruany in old time called CarreSrgont, and 
Bangor the Biſhops See,with divers other ancient Caſtles,and places of memory. This portion hath on 
the North, the Sea and Moenai; upon the Eaſt and South Eaſt, the River Conwey, which dividerh 
it f.om Denbigh ſhire : and on the Soumtheweſſt is ſeperarcd from Me z8ayth,by Rivers, Mountains, and 
M:ares. | 
(19) Mecrioryth was the rhird part of Gwyzeth,and keeperh the name ill rhis day; ir is full ofÞills, 
and much norcd fo; the reſort of people that repaire thicher rot4ake Herrings, Upon the Net : 
Dat 
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hath Arvonand Denbigh-laud; upon the South, Caerdigan-ſhire 3 and upon the Eaſt, Montgomery” 
ſhire, heretofore part of Powis, Inthis County ſtandeth the Town of Hailech, and a great Lake 
called L/yn Tegyd, This Countty is likewiſe full of Cartel, Fow), and Fiſh, and hath in it great ſtore 
of red Deer and Roes, bur there is wuch {carcicy of Corn, 

(11) Y Bervedbwland was the fourth part of Gwyneth, and may be called in Engliſh, The middle 
Counr'y : is incloſed wirh hills, on the Eaſt, Weſt, and South-parts, and with the Sea Narthward. Ir 
3s plcnuful of Cartel, Fiſh, and Fow!'e, as alſo of Corn : 2nd is divided in the midſt with the River 
Clwyd, to which run a number of other Rivers from che h1'ls. In this part is Dyff-ya Clwyd, the fai- 
reſt Valley within Wales, containing eighteen miles in length,and (oven in breadch. In whichis the 
Town and Caſtle of Ruthlas, near unto the Seaz and nor tar thence, S. Aſſaphz'an Epiſcopal ſear, be - 
tween the Rivers Clwyd and Eiwy. Herein ſtands the fair Town and goodly Caſtle of Deabzgh, ficua- 
red upon a Rock, the greateſt Maiket-Town of North Wales: and from thence is ſcen the Town and 
Caſtle of Ruthyn, fair for proſpe&, and fruirful for fire, This part of North Wales, hath the Sza upen 
. the North; Dee toward the Eaſt ; Arven,The River Conwey, and Merionyth upon the Weſt; and the 
Country then called Powys, upon the South. 

And theſe were the Mcars and bounds of the four parts of Venedotia,Gwyxeth, or North Wales. 

(12) The ſecond Talaith or Kingdome, was Math/aval or Powys. Torthis belonged the Country of 
Powys,and th: Land berween Tye and Severne. Ir hath South Wales upon the Seurh and Weſt, with 
the Rivers!13e and Tywy, and other Mears : upon the North, Gwyncih ; and upon the Eaſt, the Mar- 
ches of Exgland, from Cheſter to wye, alictle above Hereford. This part was divided into Powzs Vadoe, 
Powz berwecen ye and Severne, and Pows Wcnwyawyn, In Pewis Vadec is the Caſtle of Holt in 
Brom-ficld and the Caſtle of Chirhe in Chirkeland ; the Caſtle likewiſe of !7hittingroa ; and Lordſlip 
of Oſweſtiie, with others, 

(13) The 
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(13) The ſecond part of Pow, orche Territory belonging to Mathraval, is Powzs berween Bye 
and Severne, ( or Guy and Hauren) whereof fome is at this day in Montgomery: ſhire, ſome in 
Radnor - ſhire, and ſome in Breckaock ſhire ; and among ſundry orher,- hath theſe Towns and Caſtles 
following. | 

pram. FF : The Caſtle of C/yz : The Town of Knighton : The Caſtle of Cymaron : Pr 
Town and the Caſile of Radzor, called in elch,Maeſyvet, which is at this day the Shire« 
Town of Kjaton,and the Caſile of Huntiagton. | HT 

(14) The third part belonging to Mathraval (the chief ſear of Powzs,  afrer the Welſhyere driven 
fiom Pengwern or Shrewsbury ) was Powss Wenwynwyns a County full of Woods, Hills, ;:)d Rivers, 
having in it among o:hers, the Towns of Welſh-Poote, Newtowne, Machinbaeth Aruſtly wi” anciently 
in this part, bur afterward it came tc them! of Gwyneth, | 

This may ſuffice, for rhe deſcription of thar which in old time was called Gwyneth 'and Poms. 

(15) Ir now remaineth that we deſcribe the laſt Kingdom of Wales, called Demetia Deheubarth, or 
the Talaith of Dinevowr, which although ir was the greareſt, yer was itnorthe beſt, becavſe ir was 
much moleſt:d with Flemings and Normans, and for that alſo divers parts thereof would nor obey their 
Princes as in Gwent, and in Morganwe, 

(16) This was divided into fix parts, of which Cardigan was the firſt, and is a Chimpien Coun= 
try,withour mach Wood, It hath Merion;?h ſhire on the North : pare of Powys upon the Eaſt : Cai- 
mardea-ſhire and Pembroþcoſhive, with the Kiver Tzvz, upon the South : and upen th: Weſt, the Iriſh 
Sea. Inthis part is the Town of Cardigan upon Tzvi, not far from the Sea; as alo the Town cf 
Ave: ftwyth upon the River 1ſtwyth; and Lhaabadaruevowr, which in times paſt was a great SanQuary: 
there were alſo many Caſtles ; as of Strataeyrie, of pFalter, of Lhanryfteds of Dyverth, and of Aber 
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(17) The ſecond part was called Dyvet,and at thisday Pemb,oke-ſhire. It hath upon the Norch and 
Weſtythe Iriſh Sea 3 upon the Eaſt, Carmarden-ſhire ; and upon rhe South, Severae. There arc in it 
ſundry Towns and Havens : among others, theſe : Pembroke : Tenby :' Hereford Weſt, with the goodly 
and many Branched Haven of Mi{ſord,called in #elſb, Aberdangledbett : S. Davids, or Menevia, which 
is the chiefeſt Sce in Wales : Fiſcard, called Averwayia : and Newport, named Treſdreth. 

(18) The third part was Carmarden ſhire, which is a Countty accounted the ſtrongeſt part of all 
South-Vales : as that which is full of high Mountains, great Woods,and fait Rivers, 

(19) The fourth called Moyganwe,now Glamorgan ſhire,hath on the South, the Severne-Sea, which 
dividerh it from Devon-ſhire and Cornwall : upon the Weſt and North-weſt, Carmardexſhire : upon the 
North Eaſt, Breckzock-ſhire ; and upon the Eaſt, Monmouth-ſhire. 

(20) The fifth gow called Gwent, and in Monmouth ſhire, bath in ir the ancient City of Caertbeon 
upon &5he.There are alfo divers Towas and Caſtles, Chepſtow, Gfynftrygut, Ros,Tynterne upon the Ris 
ver ye,8c. This is a fair and fertile Country. It hath on che Weſt, Glamorgan and Brecknock ſh'res? 
upon the North, Hereford-ſbire : upon the Eaſt, Gloceſter-ſhire : with the River Wye,and rhe River Se» 
ve2rae upon the South and Sourth-caft. 

(21) The laſt is Brechnock-ſhire,for the moſt part full of Mountains, woods and Rivers, ThisCountry 
3s both grearand large, being full of fair plains and valleys for Corn : it hath plenty of thick Woods, 
Forreſts,and Parks, Ir is full alſo of clear anddeep Rivers, of which Severe 15 the chiefeſt ; although 
there be other fair Rivers, as #5þe and the like, 

( 22 ) Thus far concerning the ancient welſh diviſion by Talaiths : bur the preſent diviſion di- 
Atriburerh them more compendiouſly into rwo Countries, and twelve Shires, enaRed ſo by Parlia- 


ment rinder King Hegry the eighth, The Counttics are North ales and South-ales, which have w_ 
Icds 
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red and as it were devoured berween them, all Powys/and ; each of which Countries contains fix - 
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 E dngleſey, 3 ; Cardigan. 12. my 
Catraaruan, , Pembroke. 
| ; Meronyth,. 3 Carmardea. 
- Wales, , ___ - 2 
North-Wales Denbith, South- Wales. Glamorgaa. 
# Flint. ... ; Brechnock, 
Montgomery, Radnor. 


Bur whereas Monmouth: ſhire and Radnor, were anciently parts, the fiſt of South-1gles, the other 
of Prpys land: Monmouth-ſhire by A& of Parliament alſo under the ſame King,was pluckt away whol« 
ly from Wales,"artd'laid to England, one of whoſe Counties and Shires it was from thar time forward, 
and is at rhis-preſent reckoned ; and Radnor -ſhire ( as it were in lieu thereof) is comprehended in 
South-Wales. Humphry Hluyd a Welſh-Genileman,in his Epiſtle and Map of old #/ajes, maketh mention 
of a ft-Wales, which he calleth Demetiaand Dyſer, ihe one the Latine, and the other the Britiſh 
name there: but becauſe ir is wholly ſwallowed up by this laſt diviſion,we will nor perplex the-Readex 
wich ſuperfluous and impertinent recitals, TR .. EIS 
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PEMBROKE-SHIRE., 
CHAPTER IK 


EMBROKE-SHIRE the furtheſt Promontory of all Weſt-Wales, lieth parted on the 
North from Cardizan ſhire,with the Rivers Tivy and Keach; and on the Eaſt is Confronted by 
Caermarden ſhire the Sourh and Weſt ſhooting farinto the Iriſh Seas, is with the ſame al- 
rogether waſhed, 

{3) The forme thereof is longer than ir is broad ; for from S. Govens South- point to Cardigan- 
bridge in the North, are twenty fix miles ; the Eaſtern Laxndeate ro-S Davids point in the Weſt, are 
twenty miles ; the whole circumference 1s ninety three miles, 

(3) The Aire is paſſing remperare, bythe report of ,Giraldus, who confirmeth his-reaſon frara the 
fire of Irclandzagainſt which ic burterh,and ſo nearly ad joyned, that King Ruſus thought it poſlible 
to wake a Bridge of his Ships over rhe Sea, whereby be mighr paſs ro Ireland on focr. 

(4) Anciently ir was poſſefled by the Demetia, further branched into Cardigan and Carrmardene 
ſires, as in that County hath been ſaid, and inthe Saxozs Conqueſt and Heptarchy, by the P:itaines 
forced into thoſe parts for refuge, whither Hey the firſt, 2rd third of the Normans King, ſ-nt cer- 
rain Flemings ( whole Country was over-whelmed with the breaking in of the Seas ) to inhabite the 
Maritime Tract called Roſſe, lying Weſt upon the River Dougledye. Theſe Dutchmen (ſaich Giraldus) 
were a ſtrong aad ſtout Natioa, inured to Wars, and accuſtomed to ſeth Eginby Cloathiag, Traffique, and 
Tillage, aad ever ready for the Field to fight it out, adding withall, that they were moſt loyal to the 
Engliſh, and moſt faithful to the Fagliſhmen, Whereupon Malmesbury writeth thus : Many @ tame 
did King Williara Rufus aſſaile the Velſh, but ever in vain + which is to be wondied at, conſidering 

bis 
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bis other fortunate ſucceſs. But (ſaith he) it may be the unevenneſs of the ground, and ſharpneſs of the ai;, 
that maintained their courage,aud impeacbed his valour : which to redreſs, King Henry bu brother found 
means; for thoſe Flemings, who in regard of bzs mothers kindred by the fathers fide, ſorcly peſtred and en- 
damaged the Engliſh, be ſeat iazo Wales, both to purge and disburden his own Kingdom, and to quell aad 
heep back the courage of his enemies. Theſe men here ſcared, deceived nor his expeQarion, bur 
ſo carried themſclyes in his quarrel, that they ſeldome communicated with their neighbours, ſo 
that to this day they\ſpeak ner the Language, and the Country is yer called Lztils England b- yond 
Wales. : 

(5) The commediries of this Shire are Corny Cartrel, Sea Fiſh, and Fowle, and in Gzraldys his 
daics of ſ[aleable Wines, the Havens being ſo commoedious for Ships arrivage : ſuch is char ar Tex- 
by and Milford, an” Haven of ſuch capacity, that ſixteene Creekes, five Baycs, and thirteene 
Roads, known all by ſeycral names arc therein contained, where Henry of Richmond, of moſt happy 
memory, 24:7" ſignal hopes of Englands freedom from under the government of an uſurping 
Tyrant, 

/p ) Near unto this is Pembroke the Shire-Town ſeared, more ancient in ſhew than iris in years, 
and more houſes without Inhabirants, than I ſaw in any one City rhroughout my ſurvey. Ir is walled 
long-wiſe, and them bur indifferent for repair, containing in circuir eight hundrcd and fourſcore pa- 
cc3, having three Gates of paſlage, and at the Weſt-end a large Caſtle, and locked Cauſev,thar jcads 
over the water to the decayed Priory of Monton. The fire of this Town is in the degree of Longitude, 
as Mercator doth micaſure, 14, and 55 minutes, and the elevation from the North Pole in the degree 
of Larirude 52. ; 

) ACity as barren is old Saint Davids, neicher clad with Woods, nor garniſhed with Rivers, 


nor bcautified with Fields, nor adorned with Meadows, bur lizth alwaies open both to _ and 
Os, 
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ſtorms, Yer hath ir been a Nurſery to holy men, for herein lived Calphurnius, 2 Britain Prieſt whoſe 
Wife was Chonchas fiſter ro Saint Martin, and bork of them the Pareats of Saint Patrick the Apoſtle 
of Ireland. Dewi a moſt Religious Biſhop, made this an Archiepiſcopal See, removed from Iſca Legio- 
1m. This the Britains call Tyy Dewy, the houſe of Dewi : we Saint Davids : a City with few Inhabi- 
rants : yer hath it a fair Cathedral Church, dedicated ro Saiat Andrew and David, in the midſt of 
whoſe Quire lieth intombed Edmoad Earl of Richmond, Farther to King Hezry the Seventh : whoſe 
Monument (as the Prebends told me) ſpared their Church from other defacements, when all wenr 
down under theHammers of King Henythe Eighth. Abour this is a fair Wall,and rhe Biſhops Palace, 
all of free ſtone, a goodly houſe I aflure you,and of grear receir, whoſe uncovered tops cauſe the curi- 
ous works in the walls daily ro weep, and them to fear their downfall ere long. 

(3) Bur Montos the Priory, and S. Dogynels, places of devour piery ercRed in this County, found 
not the like favour, when the commiſſion of their diflolurions came down againſt them, and the axes 
of deſtruQion cur down the props of their walls, | 

(9) This Shire hath becn trengrhened with fixreen Caltles, beſides rwo Block -Houſes.commanding 
the mouth of Milford Haven, and is till rraded in five Market-Towns, being divided into ſcycn 
Hundreds, and in them ſeared one hundred forty five Pariſh-Chutches, 
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RADNOR-SHIRE. 
CHAPTER IIL, 


ADNOR-SHIR E,lyerh bordered upon the North with the County Monmouthupon 
the Eaſt toucherh Shropſhire and Herefordſhire ; the Rivers Clarwen and ye, divide icfrom 
Breckaock in the South ; and the Weſt part doth ſhorten poynr-wiſe into Cardigan ſhire. 
(2) The form thereof is in. proportion triangle, every fide containing almoſt a like di- 
ſtance : for from Weſt ro North are rwenty miles ; . from North to South, rwenty two miles; and 
from South ro Welt are rwenty four miles: the who!e in circumference extending to four»fcore thd 
ren miles, 
(3) The Aire thereof is ſharpe and cold (as moſt of Wales is) for that the Snow lieth and laſterh 
long unmelted under thoſe ſhadowing high Hills and over-hanging Rocks. % 
(4) The Soylis hungry, though not barren, and that in the Exit and South rhe beſt : the octher® 
parts are rough and churliſh, and hardly berrered by painful labour; ſo thar the riches of the North 
and Weſt confiſterh chicfly in the brood of Catrel, £ 
(5) Anciently this County was pollefled by the S:ures, & warlike people, and great withſtanders 
of the Romans impeſitions, who had nor oply them to fight againſt, bur withall che unacceſlible 
Mountains, wherewith this Shire is ſo overprefſed and burdened, ;tchat many times 1 feared ro look 
down from the hanging Rocks, whereunder 1 paſſed into thoſefdeep and dar ke Daies, ſeeming co 
me an entrance into Limbs. Among theſe (as ſay our Hiſtorians) that hareful Priace ro God and Many 
Vortiger,his Countries ſcourge,and laſt Monarch of the B/ithfh Bloud, by fire from Heaven was conſu- 
med with his incefluous Wife, from whom Niniys nameth the Country wherein his Caſtle ſteod, 
28 S 3! Guartiger- 
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Guartiger- Maury, of whoſe rubbiſh the Caſtle Guthyemioz was raiſed, as ſome are of opinion, Yer they 
of North ales will have his deſtruRion and Caſtle ro ſtand in their parts near unto Peth- K-llech, 
whereof we will further ſpegk in the relation of his life, Fatal was this place alſo to Lieweltin the laſt 
Prince of the Britiſh Race, who being betrayed by the men of Byel:h, fled into thoſe vaſt Mountains 
of Radaor,where by Adam Frantton he was ſlain, and his head crowned with 1vy) fer upon the Tower 
of London. ; 

(6) Places moſt worthy of note in this Shire, are as enſueth; The firſt is Radaor, from whom the 
County recceiveth her Ame ancicatly Magz, where the Commander of the Pacenſiaz Regiment lay, 
and theughr re be the Magnes in Antonine the Emperours Survey, This Town is pleaſantly ſeated un- 
dera hill, whercon ſtanderh mounted a large and ſtrong Caſtle, from whoſe Bulwatk a Trench is 
drawn along the Weſt of the Town, whereon a wall of ſtone was once raiſed, as by the remains in ma- 
ny places appeareth. This Trench doth likewiſe inverge her Weſt-fide fo far as the River, bur afcer is 
no more ſcen: whoſe Graduation is obſerved to have the Pole elevated for Latitude 5 x degrees, and 
45 minutes; and for Longitude, from the firſt point of the Weſt ſet by Mercator 19 degrees and 
one minute. 

Preſtaya for beaurious building is the beſt in this Shire, a Town of Cemmerce, wonderfully f:e- 
quented, and that very lately. Next is Kaightoz, a Mark:t Town likewiſe, under which is [cen 
the Clawdh Offa, or Off aes Ditch,whoſe Tra® for a ſpace I followed alung the edge of the Mounrain, 
which was a bound ſer to ſeparate the Ye1ſh fiom the Engliſh by the Me;cian King Off at and by ggber: 
the Monarch a Law made, by the inſtigarion of his Wite, that ir ſhould be preſent dearth for tie 
?1ilſh to paſs over the ſame, as 7oha Bever the Monk of '7*ſimmiaſter reporteth { and rhe like under Har 
vald as Fobn of Salubury writeth ; wheie.n it was ordained: thit whar Velſhman {oever ſhould be 


found with any weapon on this fide of that Limit, which was Offacs Ditch, ſhould baye his riat: 
nai 
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hand cur off by the Kings Officers, The fourth place for accounts is Raihadey Gowy,. who beſides the 
grear fall of ye with a continual nyſe, hath her Markets there kepr upon the Sabbath, which 1chere 
obſerved, and here norte for 2n offence. 

(7) Many Rivers ariſe and run thorow this Shire, which were it not that the Hills ſocluſter rope - 
ther might make the ſoyle both fertile and far. Suchare Teme, Lug, Ithon, Clowdok, Dulzs, Comaiton, 
Somegitl, Guithel, Arro, Machaway, Edway, Hawye, Eland, Clarwcn, and "ye, belides other Loygjzs 
that ſtand berwixt the Hills. abt 

This Shire is divided into ſix Hundreds, wherein are ſeated three Forreſts, four Markert-Towns, {x 
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BRECKNOCK-SHIRE. 
CHAPTER. 111l. 


RECKNOCK=-SHIKR E, inthe Britiſh language Prechineas, (ſo called as the Telſh= 

men relate, of a Prince named Brechaing, the father of an holy off-/prizg, whoſe twenty four 

daughters were all of rhem Saints) is a County neither very larges nor greatly ro be praiſed 

or diſliked of, whoſe bounds upon the North is parted from Radzor with the Rivers Clarwen 
and ye : the Weſt lyerh butted upon by Cardigan and Carrmarden fhires : the South is confined by 
Glamorgan : and the Eaſt with Monmouth and Radnor-fhires,is wholly bound, 

(2) The length of this Shire from North co South, berwixt Lianuthel and Iſtradgunles, are twenty 
eight Engliſh miles z and her breadth from Eaſt ro Weſt,exrended berwixt Freatiſſo and Elywell, are 
twenty miles ; the whole in circumference, about one hundred and two miles. 

(3 )This County 3s full of hills,and uneven for travel, which on the Sourh part mount in ſuch height 
that as Gizaldys hath written, They make the Air much colder, and defend the Country from the exceſſive 
heat of the Sun, where by a certain natural wholſomneſs of Air maketh it moſt temperate : and oz the Eaſt 
fide the Monntains of Tolgar and Ewias do as it were ſore fence the ſame. Among, which, rhere ariſe and 
run ſo many fruitful Springszthat their Vallies arc thereby made moſt fertile, yielding in plenty both 
Corn and Graſs. 

(4) The ancient Inhabitants and poſit ſors of th's Shire, with the reſt in this Sourh Tra, vere 
the Siluves, much ſpck:n of, and great oppoſers to the Romans, whoſe Countries were firſt made 
ſubje& by 7ulizs Frontings,who beſides the valour of the enemy, bad to ſtruggle with the Mountains and 


Straits, a Tacitgs te\1s us ; neither any more hard, we may well ſay, than them of this Shire ; _ 
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of one in the South, and three miles from Brechnock, is of ſuch height and operation, as is uncredi - 
ble: and were ir not, thar I have witneſs to affirme what[L ſhall ſpeak, 1 ſhould bluſh ro ler rhe re- 
port thereof paſs from my pen : In my perambularions in theſe parts, remaining in Brechnoch ro ob- 
ſerve the fire of that Town, the Aldermen or chief Seniors thereof regarding my pains with friendly 
and courteous entertainments, ar my departures no leſs than eight of rhem, thar had been Bailiffs of 
the Town, eame to vifir me z where they reported upon their credir and trials, that from the top of 
that hill, in the e!ſh called Mounch-denay, or Cadler Aithur, they had oftentimes caſt from them, 
and gown the North-eaſt Rock, their Cloaks, Hats, and Staves, which notwithſtanding would ne= 
yer fall, but were with the Aire and Wind till returned back, and blown up : neither, ſaid rhey,will 
any thing deſcend from that Cliffe being ſo caſt, unleſs ir be Stone or ſome Mepalline ſubſtance : 
affirming che cauſe ro be the Clouds, which are ſeen to rack much lower than the roy of thar Hill, 
As ſirange tales are told of the Meay Liynſavathan, two miles by Eaſt from Brecknock, which ar the 
breaking of her frozen Ice, makerh a fearful ſound like unto thunder. Ia whish place, as is reported, 
ſemerimes ſtood a fair Ciry, which was ſwallowed up in an Earthquake, and reſigned her ſtone-walls 
unto this deep ane broad water : whither unto this day leaderh all rhe waies in this Shire ; which, as 
learned Cambden conjeureth, might be thar Loventrium, which Prolomy in this Trad placerh ; 
and the more confirmed By the Rivers name ad joyning, being alſo called Lovenny, which River allo 
paſſeth thorow this Mcar without any mixture of her waters, as by the colour thereof is well percei= 

ved, which gliderh through ir with the ſame ſtream,1gd no grearer than wherewith (he firſt entred in, 
(5) The Towns for Commerce, - are Hay, Pealty, and Brchaock, rwo of them unfortunare of their 
tormer greatneſs, whom wars and ſedirion haye defaced and caſt down, Hay upon ye and Dulas, 
pleaſant for fituation, in the rebellion of Owea Glendowerdy, was diſwalled, depopulared,and burnr, 
1n whoſe foundations for new repairs, many Roman Coyns have been : and thereby choughr a 
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be rhe Seat of their Legions : and Buelth, now Bealt, chough of good frequency, yer nor ſo gicacii 
when Ptolomy obſerved her poſition for graduation, who calleth ir Buleum Silxrums neither when it 
with the Country was poſleſied by Aurelius Ambrofiys, by whoſe permiſfion Paſcenitius the Son of Ver. 
tiger ruled all, as Ninizs writeth ; nor yer as of later times, when Leolin rhe laſt Prince of the B;j- 
tains, was therein betrayed and flain, 

( 6) Brecknoch the Shire- Towne, for buildings and beaury retainerh a bcrter regard, whoſe walls in 
Oval-wiſc are both ſt:ong and of good repair, having three Gares for Entrance, with ten Towers 
for defence, and is in circuir fix hundred and forty paces abour, upon whoſe Weſt part a moſt ſump- 
ruous and ſtately Caſtle is ſeated, the like whereof is not commonly feen, whoſe decayes approaching 
do increaſe her ruins daily, and in the end is feared will be herfall, This Town is ſeared uponthe 
mecting of wo Rivers, Houthy and #5he, whoſe yearly Government is commirred ro two Bailitfes, 
ffreen Aldermen, Two Chamberlains, two Conſtables, a Town-Clerk, and two Sergeants their Ar- 
rendants, having the Poles elevation in 52-2 1. minutes of Latitude, and for Longitude is placed in 
the 16. and 32 minutes, as the Mathematicians do meaſure them. | 

(7) This Fhice is irengthened with nine Caſtles divided into fix Hundreds, wherein arc leated 

hrce Marker» Towns, and fixty one Pariſh Churches, 
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CARDIGAN-SHIRE. 
CHAPTEHAYS = 


ARDIGAN-SHIRE, (inthe eljh called Sire Aber-Tyui ). is parted on the North from 
Merioneth-ſhire with the River Dos; by iFe Plinillimon Hilles from Montgomery ſhire in part 
of her Eaſt; and the reſt from Breknch ſhygre, with the water Towy ; and with Tyvy altoge= 
ther on the ſuurh from Caermarden ſhire :'-The Weſt is wholly waſhed with the 1:iſh-Sea. 

(2) The form thereof is horn-like, bewing compa's, long and narrow, and growing wider ſtill 
rowards the North : ſo that from Cardigan, che ſhire rown and/utrermoſt 'point in the fourth, unto 
the River Dovi, her fartheſt Norch bounder, are thirty rwo ntiles: and from the head of Clarwen in 
the Eaſt, to Aberfthwyth on her Weſt, the broadeſt-part in the ſhire, are only fifteen ; the whole in 
circumference is one hundred and three miles, 

(3) The Air is open and ſomey har piercing ; - The ſoil-is hilly, and (Wales like) uneven : yer 
more plain and champion rowards the ſca, than in the Eaſt or North of the Land. For beſides 
that great and Righ hill called Plinillimon, a continual range of leſſer doth ſhoor along , yielding in 
their Vallies boch goodly rich Paſtures, and very large Pools , which being aſfiſted with ſprings 
from the Rocks , do branch themſelves as Veins in the Body, and make fruitful their paſſages 
unto the ſea. In Tyvy one of theſe, as Giraldus harh writren,the Beaver hath b:en found, a creature 
living both by Land and Water , whoſe ſtones the Phyſicians hold in great price, His forefeer are 
like unco a Dog , bur the hinder whole-skinned , as is the Goole : the dop-like ſerve him on 
ſhore for torun; and the Gooſe-like as Oars give Him ſwift motion in ſwimming ; his raile broad 
and priſtly, he uſethas aſtern z wherewith on Hie_judden he can divert his [wift floating courſe, 
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But this creaeure in theſe parts along time bath gor been ſeen, whoſe roona we may well ſay the 
Salmon hath poſſeſſed, who ſtill covering inro freſh warer-Rivers, at rheir down-right falls uſerh this 
policy : He benderh himſelf backward, and rakerh his rail in his mouth , and with all his ſtrengeh 
unloofing his circle on the ſudden ( as a lath ler go) mounteth up before the fall of the ſtream ; 
whereupon ſuch warer-falls are called rhe Salmons leap : and in theſe Rivers many ſuch Salmons are 
caught, 

(« ) The Commodiries of this Shire chiefly cenſiſt in Cartle,Sea-fowl,and Fiſh; Corn ſufficient, 
bur of Woods ſome ſcarcity ; and ar the heady 1ſiwyd are certain Veins of Lead, a merchandize of 
no mean regard ot wealth, & 

(5) The ancient people thar poſſeſſed this Prevince , were the Dimete , by Ptolomy branched 
thorow the Tra of Caermarden, Pembrofe, and this Shire ; who in their iruglings againſt the Ro- 
mais, did nor a little rely upon CaraFacus their moſt warlike Kings (from whoſe name, though un- 
* likely, ſome will have the Shire called Cardigan)yer laſtly felr rhe fortune of ſubje&ion with the reſt, 
when 7ulins Frontiaus warred with theſe Mountains, Scarce had the Normans ſcied their Kingdom 
in Britain, but that they aſſailed this County, as well to enjoy ſo fair a Poſſeſſion , as to ſecure thoſe 
Seas from any invaſion againſtchem : ſo rhar Rufus firſt wreſted from rhe Welſhmen the maritime 
Coaſts, and Heary the firſt gave the whole County ro Gilbert de Clare. 

{6 ) This Gubert forcified Cardigan, the Shire-Town, with a Wall and ſtrong Caſtle, whoſe aged 
lineaments do to this day ſhew the induſtry both of Nature and Art: for the Town is ſeared 
upon a ſteep bank , her Sourh fide guarded with the deep River Tyvy, and paſſable no way but by 
a bridge under rhe Caſtle. The walls rake the advantage of the riſing Rocks, and circulate che Town 
even round abour, The Caſtle is higher built upon a Rock, both ſpacious and fair, had nor ſtorms 
impaired her beauty , and time left her carkaſs a very Anatomy, The walls range as thou __ 
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Ind are indifferent for repair , having three ways or entrance , and contain in compaſs fix hunZ 
dred and fourſcore paces : whoſe poſirion for lati:y6e is ſer in the degree 52. 33, minutes from the 
North pole, and for Longitude from the firft Wet-[point by Mercator , in the degree x5. and 10, 
minures, + * Th 

(7 ) This Shire, as it is lictle in circuir, ſo accedingly is beſprinkled with Townſhips , whereof 
four only have the rrade of Markers : neither f14 4 I other remembrance of religious Foundations, 
bur ar Cardigan, Iſtrad fleet,.and at Llaxn Badera V jr, where ſometimes was ſeared an Epiſcopal See, 
which ( as Hoveden writeth.) was decayed many \..ars ſince, when the people had wickedly ſlaia their 
Paſtor. And yer Llan-Devi-brevi, builc and ſoc lcd in memory of the moſt famous David Biſhop of 
Menevia, was in great eſteem, where in a frequer\ $yao! there holden, he refured the Pelagian He 
refce, ſprung up again in Britain, both by the auch&hty of holy Scripture, and alſo by miracle, as is 


v1 


reported , while the carth whereon he ſtood and: preached, roſe up unto a certain height under 
his feer, | 

( 8 ) The Shires Diviſion, for buſineſſes belonging either ro rhe Crown or Common. wealthzis in- 
to five Hundreds, wherein are ſeated four Maket Towns , and fixry four Pariſh- Churches for 
Gods divine and daily ſervice, | 


CAERMARDEN. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


AERMARDEN-SHIRE, ſo called from the chief Town Caermarden, lyerh bordered up. 
on che North with Cardigan-ſhire ; upon her Eaſt, by Brehnoch and Glamorgan-ſbires; upon 
the ſouth, with a Bay of the Britifh Seas; and upon the Weſt with Pembroke-ſhire. 

( 2 ) The form of this County is long, and ſhoorterh ir ſelt from the ſourh weſt into the 
No: th afd by Eaft, berwixt whoſe furtheſt bounds are thirry five Engliſh miles, and in her broadeſt 
part rwenty miles ; rhe whole in circumference about ene hundred and two miles. 

(3) This thire is nor altogether ſo peſtred wirh hils as her bordering neighbours are : and thoſe 
thar the hath , neither ſo high nor ſo thick, and therefore is berrer for Corn and Paſturage, yea and 
in Woods alſo, ſo that for Viuals this County is yery well Rtored , which the Sromack doth as well 
digeſt, the air being wholſome, remperare, and pleaſing. 

( 4) Anciently theſe parts were poſſeſſed by the Dimetree,as Prolomy, Gildas,and Ninius do name 
them 3: though P/iay holds epinion that they were part of the Silures, with whom no doubt th:y 
were ſubducd ro the Romans yoke by Zulius Frontinys, when he ſtruggled with the Rocky hils in thoſe 
Southern parts. And this County is accounted by writers to be the very ſtrength of South Wales. 
In the Weſt thereofar Kilmaniloid( as it ſhould ſeem) their Legions were kept, where lately an carth- 
en Por hoarded with ſtore of Roman Coyns, was by the Spade digged up, being ſtamped upon im- 
| baled Silver, from the time of Commodus unto the firſt Trzbunrſiyp of Gordian the third , which fell-in 
the year of Chriſt rwo hundred forty three: and amongſt theſe were the Coyns of Helvixs Perti- 
aax, Marcus Opellins, Anjonius Diadumeniants, 7uliys Verus Maximuys, the Son of Maximunot Son "Us 
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Balsinus, of Clodius Pupienus, of Aquilla Severe, the wik 
pieces rarely found, / 

(5) The Commodiries of this Shire chiefly conſiſt in Cattel, Pit-coal, Fowl, and Sea-Fiſh, whereof 
the Salmon is common among them, and thar of ſuch grea neſs and plenty, as no place is berrer fur- 
niſhed therewith than the Shire-Town Caermarden is, \.\ , 

(6) Which Town by Ptslomy is called Mrridunum ; » ow the Emperour, Muridunum ; by 
the Britains, Caerfridhin ; and by us, Caermarden. It is pleaſantly ſeated upon the Sourh - weſt fide of 
the River Tovy, that runneth through the midſt of rthis/Shire, and fallech Sourh trem hence into 
the Britiſh Sea, where before-rimes was a convenient Hayen for Ships arrivage, bur now is ſore pe= 
fired with Sands and Shclyes : notwithſtanding ſome ſmall Veſſels aſcend up the River, even unto 
the Bridge of this Town, which is fairly bailc of free ſtone. And over the ſame, upon a hanging 
Rock, ſtandeth a very large Caſtle, from whoſe Scone-wall another incermingled with Brick ran- 
ceth about the Town, being in circuir one thouſand 2nd fqur hundied paces. The Inhabirants of 
this place do not a little glory of their Merlin, who ( as they ſay ) was therein born the Son of a 
bad Angel, or of an Incubss lpirit, the Britains great Apollo, Whom Geffrey ap Arthur would rank with 
the Southſaying Seer. or rather with the rrue Prophers rhemſelyes : b:ing none other than a meer Sc- 
ducer and Phantaſtical Wizard : which howſozyer 4/ani de Iaſu!is in his Commentaries hath labou- 
red to unlock thoſe dark and hidden Similies, wherewirh hisPook js peſtred and full, yer was it nor 
_— caule forbid the reading by the CounciR of Trent, as yin, and nor worthy of countenance or 
credit, MK). 

Ar the entrance of the Normans this Town was brought yer their obedience, and for a long 
time was diſtrefled with the Calamirics of war, ycr afterwaigs was made by the Engliſh Princes the 
Chaungery and Exchequer of all South=""ales : And ar this day,is yearly governed by a Mater, who 
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ever afrer is an Alderman and Juſtice of the Peace, rwo Sheriffs eleed'our of ſixteen Burgeſſes,all of 
them in Skarler, a Sword bearer, a Town-Clerþ, and rwo Sergeants with Maces : from whence the Pole 
is raiſed 52. degrees 15. minutes in Latitude, and for Lopgirudc is in the degree 15. and 30. minures 
from the firſt point in the Weſt, according re Mercator. 

(7) Eaſt from this place are the ruines of Carreg- Caſtle, which ſtood mounted on a high hill, under 
the which many vaults and ſpacious Caves far into the ground are ſeen, wherein is thought the 
people unable ro fight, were therein ſecured in time of their Wars, Where alſo js a Well (rake the 
report from Gzraldys, who writeth ir) that in this place twice in four and twenty hours ebbing , and 
twice flawing, reſembleth the unſtable motions of the main Sea. 

(8) This Shire is warered with twenty eight Rivers and Rivelers of narne, ftrengthned with ten 
Caſlles, rraded in fix Marker-Towns, divided into fix Hundreds y whetcin are ſeared fourſcore and 
ſeven Pariſh«Churches, 
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GLAMORGAN-SHIRE. 
CHAPTER VII. 


LAMORGAN-SHIRE, as ſome think, named from Prince Mo;gan the poſſeſſor thereof, 
,- or according to orhers, is taken frank Maygan an Abbey, founded by 7illiam Earl of G!oce- 
" fter, ypon the Sca-ſhoar in the ſouth, of this Shirezlycrh bounded upon rhar part altogether 
with the Britiſh-ſea, the Weſt by Logoy'is parted'from Caermardensſhire ; ths North bur« 
r2th upon the County of B.eþnock ; and the Eaſt by Remney is divided from Monmouth. 

( 2 ) The form of this Shire groweth ſtill "wider from her Weſt-point , ſpreading her broadeft 
ro!ch inthe Eaſty berwixt which extreams.I find by meaſure to be well.ncer forty Eng/iſh-mikes , and 
from North ro South, not altogether twenty wiles : the whole in circumference, abour one hundred 
and tadlve miles, SS Te 

(3) The air is-remperate, and gives more;content to che mind, than the ſojl doth fruir or eaſe unto 
travelters.-The hills being highrand very many, which from the North notwithſtanding are leſſened 
a5 it were by degrees 3. and rowards the ſea-coaſts, rhe Countrey becomerth ſomewhar plain , which 
Part is the beſt, both for plenty of Grain, and populous of Inhabitants. The ,rcſt all Mountain, is 
replenithed with Cartel, which is the beſt means unto wealth that this Shire doth afford ; upon whol2 
Hills you may behold whole Heards of them feeding; and from whoſe Rocks moſt clear ſpringinz 
waters thoto'y the Vallics trickling, which ſportingly do paſs with a moſt pleaſant ſound, and did 
not a |!ttle. revive my wearicd ſpirits among thoſe vaſt Mountains , imployed in their ſearch: whoſe 
infancy at firſt admirred an eafie ſtep ovcr; but grown unto ſtrengrh,more boldly ferbad me ſuch pal- 
ſage, and with a more ſtern countenance held on their Journey unto the Britiſh Seas; and Tavea- 
mong theſe is accountcd for a chict, (4a) Upon 
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( 4) Upon whoſe fall, and Eaſt-bank, the faireſt Town of all South-?ales is ſeated,the Pritajas 
Caerdid, the Engliſh Caerdiffe z which Fitz-Haimos fortified with a Wall and Caſtle, in the reign of 
King Ruſus , when he and his Norman Knights had overcome Rheſe the Prince of theſe parts, and 
thruſt our Zuſtiae from his lawful potlefſion. This Town he made his own Sear and Court of Juſtice, 
enjoyning his Conſort; to give aid to this honour, and to hold cheir portions in vaſſallage of him, 
Strong was the Caſtle, as by rhe cruſt therein repoſed may well appear, where the youngeſt brother 
Beauclark kept caprive the eldeft Cyrthoſe, both of rhem ſons ro che Conquexour, the ſpace of rwenty 
fix years. This Caſtle is large, and in good repair, whencerhe Town- wall went beth South and 
Exft to the Rivers fide, thorow which, four Gares enter into the! four winds, and contain in 
compaſs nine hundred and twenty paces; and a!ong the River ( a ſure def:nce ) upon her Weſt: 
ſide, three hundred more ; fo that the Town containeth in circuit twelve hundred and fourſcore 
paces. Bur as the Tave is a friend ro the Town , in making a Key for-arrivage of ſhipping ; ſo is ſhz 
a fo: to S. Maries Church in the South , with undermining her foundations , and threarning her 
fall. The Town 1s governed by a Mayor, yearly <1. &:d our of rwelye Aldermen, afliſt-d with 
other ewelve Burgefles , a Town-CKrk, four Conftabl:s, and two Sergeants with Maces : whoſe 
fire is obſerved from the Noith- ſar to lie! in the degree of Latitude 51 and 49 ſctuples, and trom hz 
firſt point in the Weſt, 16 and 53 ſcruples, "4 

( 5 ) In the ſame graduation almoſt is fired the City Landaf, wherein is a Caſtle and Cathedral 
Chuich, dedicared to-S. Tclean, Biſhop 6f the {ame, without any other memorable marcer worthy 
the ſpeaking of. 

( 6 ) Eur things of Range nore are theſe,by the re part of Giraldys, who affirmerh that tz a-Rock 
or cliffe pon the Sea-fide, and Tſland Barry , lying a2cr tre South-Eaſt pornt of this County,us bard out of 
a little chink (kr him rake heed whar he ſaith) the a9'/e as it were of Smiths at their n0'k,one whiles 
; FT .: ; the 
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the blowing of Bellows to increaſe the beat, then the ftiroaks of the Hammer, and ſound of the Aavil ; ſome- 
times the noiſe of the Grind ſtoae tn grinding of Irox tools ; then the biſſiag ſparks of Steel-gads,as they flie 
from their beating, with the puffing noiſe of flames in a Furnace. And whether this is the place whertof 
Clemens Alexandrinus (pe:keth , 1 determine not z where in his writings he hath theſe words : They 
that have recorded Hiſtories(ſaich he Jdo ſay ,that in the Iſle of Britainzthere 5 a certain Hole or Cave un- 
der the bottom of an Hill, and 0a the top thereof a gaping Chiake » into the which when the winde is g4- 
thered, and toſſed to and fro in the womb or concavity thereof, there i beard above, a ſound of Cymbals : 
for the wind being driven back from his hole, us forced to mike a loud ſound at ber vent. 

(7) More Weſtward from hence , upon the River Ogmore, and necr unto Newton, in a ſandy 
plain about ag bundred paces from Severne, there ſpringeth a Well, though nor of rhe cleareſt wa- 
ter, where ar the flowing and fulneſsof the Sea,can hardly any water be gotten; bur at the ebbe and 
fall of ride it wallowethup amain. The cauſe may be, as Polybizs reports of the like ar Cadys; 
# bercin the windy air, when it us deprived of his wonted iſ ues, forcibly returneth , ſhuttiag and ſtopping 
up the paſſages aud weins of the Spring, whereby the waters are hept in. But contrariwiſe when the ſur- 
face thercof + x 10id and empty of watcr, the veins of the Source or Spring arg unſtopped and ſez free, which 
then botleth up in great abundaace. 

($8) And upon the ſame ſhoar more North and by Weſt, on the top of an hill called Minyd- 
Margan, is ereRed a Monument inſcribed with a ſtrange CharaQzr , and as ſtrange a conceir held 
thereof by the by-dwellers, whoſe opinions are polleficd, thar if any man read the ſame , he ſhall 
ſhortly after die, 

This Shire, as it is the furtheſt Coaſt of South-Wales , and lay open to forrain invaſion ;.ſo was it 
fortificd with twenty five ſtronger Caſtles , whereof times and ſtorms have devoured the moſt : 
{ugh were Barry, Saint Doneits, Deniſpown, Morlaſhe, Meneſhe, Loghor, Llanddcny, a oo 
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Oyſtermonth, Oznor, Pile, Por kery, Pennarthy. Winſton, Newcaftle,” Catrſly, Coche, Peullyn, Kethligarnes 
Kenfeage, Tallauan Treer, and Cotby. Ho | 

Neither was che County fo ill ſeared for ſufficiency of life, or barren of. grain, bur that therein 
were planred places for divine piety : ſuch were Neath, Margan, and Caerdif , beſides the Epiſcopal 
See of Landaf ;, which laſt ſill remaineth ; the ether three ſuppreſſed among the Fall of their like, 
under King Henry the cight, ; ; 

This Shire is divided into ten Hundreds, whergia are ſeated fix Marker-Towns, and one hundred 
and cighreen P ariſh-Churches, 
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CHAPTER VIILEF. 


ONMOUTH SHIRE , from Mo1zmmuth Town, and that from Monnoweewarer bearing 
name, is alrogerher incloſed on the North, and is ſeparared from Hereford-ſhire with 
the ſame River, upon the Eaſt both ic and ye i Sean County from Glvceſter ſhire, 


| he South {ide is wholly waſhed by the Severne Seagand ſome of her Weſt pair by 
Rempaey 1s paried from Glamorgan and the reſt lyeth bordered upoh by Brekaoch ſhire. | | 
(>) The form thereof is Scallop- wiſe, bath long and broad, ſhooting her -North point wo L/an- 
tony, and her Sourh to the fall of Rempacy z betwixe which two are,twenty four Englith miles :; and * 
fiom Chepſtow Eaſt ro Blanuagwent Weſt, are nor altogether nineteen miles ; rhe whyle in circyir 
drawerh {1mewhat neec ro ſeventy ſeven miles. -—\ 
(3) The Aic is temperate , healthfu} .and clear, the ſoil is hilly, wooddy and rich, all places 
fruictul, bur no place barren, The Hijls are graſed won by Catrle and Sheep , rhe Vallics are laden 
with Corn and Gra(s, never ungratetul of che Husbandmans.pain,”, nor makes fiuſtrare his hope of . 
expe&:d incicaſe ; whole ſprings abundaatly riling in chis Counyy with many ſtreams, do farren 
the ſoil even from fide ro (ide, & 
(4 ) Anciently the Silures inhabited this Shire z whoſe*chietsGiry by the Emperour Aatoniae is 
named Venta Silsrums by the YVel}h Caer-went, and was by Tathate Wc Britiſh Saint,made an Academy, 
and a divine place for worſhip. So likewiſe Caer-/ivz no.yv, once Iſta, was, where the ſecond Romas . 
Legian called Auguſta \ay, as by their Coins, Altats, Tables, and Enſcriprions there found, and daily 
therein digged up, dorh evidently appear, 
| T 3 F | -_ 
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By the report of Giraldas, in this Ciry was the Court of great Arthur, whicher the Roman Embaſ. 
ſadours reſorred unto him; and as Alexander Elſebieuſis wrirethy therein was a School of rwo hun- 
drcd Philoſophers, skilful in Aſtronomy and other Arts. Which is the more credible, for that 4m- 
phibalzs , S. Albans inſtruRer, was therein born, and Julius and Aaron, rwo noble Proto- Martyrs 
of grear B3tain, in this City received the Crown of Martyrdom, where their bedics were alſo ig- 
rerred, Bur as all things find their fatal period , ſo rhis City for beauty, circuir, and magnifical re- 
ſpe&, is laid in the ruines oþ her own decay: neither may any more lament rhe leſs of glory than 
Mozmouth; Caftle , which captive-like doth yield to conquering Time. Her down-caſt ftenes from 
thoſe lofty turrets do ſhew what beauty once it bare, ſtanding mounted round, in compaſs , and 
within her walls another mount , whereon a Tower of great height and ſtrength is builre , which 
was the birth-place of our Conquering Menry , the great Triumpher over France, bur now decayed, 
and from a Princely Caſtle, is become no betrer than a regardleſs Corrage, In this Town a beauti- 
fol Church builc with rhree Iſl:s is remaining, and ar the Eaſt end a moft curiouſly baile (bur now 
decayed ) Church-ſtands , called rhe Mon$s.Church : 1n the Monaſtery whereof, our great Ami- 
quary Geoffery, ſurnamed Monmouth , and Ap arthur, wrote his Hiftory of Great Britaine : whole 
pains as they were both learned and great, ſo have they bred great pains among the Icarn:d both 
r2 defend and to diſproye, The rowns fituarion is pleaſant and good, ſeared berwixt the Rivers 
Momow and #ye : three Gates yer ſtand, beſides that rower or Lock of the Bridge , and a trench 
or traQ of wall running berwixt them on each fide down to the River, containing in circuir about 
eight hundred paces, The town is in good repair , and well frequenred , governed by a Mayor, 
ewo Bailiffs, fifteen Common Counſellors, a Town-Clerk, and two Sergeants for their Arren- | 
dance. It is in Latitude removed from the Equator 52. degrees and 8, minutes, and from the Well 
point of Longimude is ſet in the degree 19, 36, minutes, 2. : 

os Religious 


MONMOUTH-SHIRE. | 


Religious Houſes ere&eq at... . ipprefſed in this Shire, for greareſt accoune haye been in Caeytion, 
Chepſtow, Gold-cliffe, Monmouth and L}antony ; which laſt ſtood ſofſolitary, and among hills, thar the 
Sun was not ſeen to ſhine there, bur only berwixr the hours of one and thre, 

This Shire is ſtrengrhned with fonrceen Caſtles, traded with fix . Market-rowns , divided into 
fix Hundreds, wherein are firuated one hundred twenty and ſeven Pariſt=Churches, 'and is not ac- 
counted among the 7elſh-ſhires, bzing ſubdued by Henry the ſecond, who waffing the Nant Pen-carne, 
a ſmall Brook and of no danger.,. yer held faral by. the #elſh , over ci fdulous to 2a Prophecy of 
Merlin Sylvefter the Britiſh Apollo , who-had- fore-ſhewed that when a ſt 7 and freckled fac'd King 
(ſuch as Henry was ) ſhould: paſs over that Ford, then the power of the? * ſhmen ſhould. be broughr 
under 3 whereby their ſour courage was ſoon abated, /and the whole Coy jy the ſooner in ſubj:Ri- 
onto the Engliſh, | _ 
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CHAPTER TK 


OUNTGOMERY-SHHIRE, inthe B:tiſhſpeech called Siretreſaldwin, and 
thar of the principal Town Mowatgomery, lycth bounded upgn the North with Deabigh- 
fhire, upon the Eaſt with Shrop-ſkure, onthe South with Rafasr and Cardigan-ſhires, and 
on the Weſt with Merioncth ſhire | b | 

(2) 1n forme it ſumewhar reſemblerh a Pear or Pine-apple, as ir were growing our of the Weſt, 
and riſing thence with many high Hills and plenrifull Springs, which water and make fruirful the 
Soyle every where : whoſe {earching rills with a longing deiire haſte cyer forward to find an increaſe, 
and to augment their growth into a bigger body, whereof hit Severnegs the chiek,and the ſecond Ris 
ver in the Land : whole head rifing from the {pired mountain Plyai/lizzor, runn:th nor far withour 
the receirs of other rivolers into her ſtream, and with many wings doth ſporr her ſelf chorow all the 
Eaſt part of this Shire, 

(3) Thar this River rook her name from A5ren, the beautiful baſe daughter of Locriaus,begorren 
our of wedlock upon Eſtri/ds the daughter of Humber the Scythiaa King, thar invaded this Land, 'and 
both of them drowned in this River by Guendoleaa King Locrinus ſuryiving widow:lert Geoffrey relate, 
and Poets enlarge, whereof once among them in goed account, thus Writeth : 


nnnn—_— fer precipitates Abren, * | 
Nomen Abren fluvio de Virgine, nomen eidem . 
Nomine cortrwpto, deinde Sabrina datur, 
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Ia'o this ſtream fair Abrenheadlong:caff, 
Gave name of Abren to thoſe waters vaſt, 
Corrwptly call'd Sabrina now at laſt, 


(4) The River maketh che Eaſt part of this Shire for fruirfulneſs ro be compared with moſt of 
the Land, and toexceed any other Shire in Fales : the Weſt fide is more hilly and leſs inhabiredzyer 
ſurely tboſe mountains breed innumerable of Carcel, eſpecially of horſes, whoſe portraicure for ma - 
king and imcomparable ſwiftneſs, Giraldus Cambrenſis Arch-Deacon of Brechnoch doth greatly com» 
mend, 

(5) The ancient Inhabirancs thar were ſeated in Gwineth and Powiſland, whereof this Shire was 
a part, were to the Romans known by the name of ORDOVICES, a puiſlant and couragious 


Nation; whoſe hearts and hills held them the longeſt free from rhe yoke ef ſubj:Rion, excher of rhe 
Romans or Engliſh:cor unto the daies of Domitiaz, they kept plea with the Romans, and were not 
brought ro the will of the Engliſh before the reign of King Edward the ficit. Thoſe ORDOVICES 
inhaviced the Counties of Mountgemery, Merioneth, Caernaruan, Dexbigh, and Flint, which are of us 
called now North="palcs, a people generous and of affable conditions, goodly for fearure, fair of com- 
plexion, couragious of mind, courteous te ſtrangers, and that which is moſt commendable, moſt true 
and loyal ro the Engliſh Crown. 

Towns for Trades and Commerce in this County are fix 2 the chiefeſt thereof and Shire-Town 
is Mountgomery, very wholeſome for aire, and pleaſant for firuarion, upon an eafie aſcent of an hill 
and upon another far higher mounted, ſtands a fair and well-repaired Gaſtle, from the Eaſt Rock 
whereof, the Town hath been walled, as by ſome part yer ſtanding, and the rat and trench of 


the reſt even unto rhe North+ſide of che ſaid Caſtle, may evidently be ſeen 5 whoſe mom___ = 
hs | Latitude 
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Laticude is placed in the degree 53, and for Longitude 17. the lines cuning each orher in the ſice of 


this Town. | 
This Tewn hark lately received the hencur and Title of |an Earldome, whereof Philip Herbert 


the ſecond ſon of Hexry Earle of Per:broke, was created the firſt, in Anno 1605, And the Shire 
divided into ſeven Hundreds, wherein aie ſeared fix May ser- Towns, and foryy ſeven Pariſhe 
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CHAPTER X£X. 


ERLONETH-SHIR E, which the B;zcanes call Sire Perioneth, and in Lat'n? 
Mervuia; is bordered upon the North by Caraxruon and Deabigh ſhires,upon the Eaft with 
Mountgomery,upon rhe South by the river Dowyzis parted from Cardigan ſhire,and the Weft 
fide alrogerher waſhed with the Iriſh Seas, whoſe rage with ſuch vchemency beareth 
againſt her banks, thar it is thought and ſaid, ſome quanriry ef the Land hath b:cn ſwallowed up 
by thole Seas, | 

(2) In form this Shire ſomewhat reſemblerh a ywelſh Harp, rhovgh ſar911 is the Muſick that to het 
Inhabirants the mak2$,being rhe rougheſt, and moſt unpleaſant ro ſez ro ( as Grraldrus their own Hi- 
ſtorian writeth ) in all ales. The aire for great pleafure, nor ſoile for grear profir, 1 cannot greatly 
commend, unleſs it be for the many and mighty great winds, thar for the moſt part thercin do rage, 
and the ſpired hills cluſtered rogether ſe near and ſo high, as the ſame Author aff meth, thar Shep- 
heards upon their tops falling at odds in the morning and challenging che ficld for hght, before they 
can _ rogerher to try out the quarrel, the day will be ſpenc, and the hear of their fury ſhur up with 
their {1:ep. 

( 3 ) Thele mountains formerly did abound with #olves, for whoſe avoidance Es*;ar the peace- 
able, did impoſe ( as Malmesbury writerh ) a yeatly Tribute of three hundred Wolves, upon Ludwall 
Prince of that Country, whereby in three years ſpace they were quite deſtroyed : and now their | 
faces are covered with fruitful flacks of ſheep, beſides Neat and other Cartel thar therein abun» 


dantly do graſe, wherein the only riches of rhis Shire doth confilt ; for by reaſon of rhis uneven 
neis 
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neſs of the ſoile and rocks near the face of the earth, the Plough cannor be drawn, nor the Corn 
proſper, which ſome have imputed to the idlenels of the Inhabirants, whereinithey have been greatly 
wronged, | | 

(4) Theſe people are a part of the Ordovices, of.whem we have ſpoken, who by the advantage of 
theic Mountains held out with the longeſt againſt the Romans, and their necks nor brought under rhe 
yoke of bondage, before the daies of King Edwaid the fift 3 fince when they have arrempred @ caſt 
off cheix ſubjeEion to the Engliſh, upon thoſe ſtirs railed by Owen Glendover, who having been a Fa» 
vorite of King Richard che ſecond, & diſcontented by King Henry che fourth, io a quarrel with the Lord 
Grey of Ruthia, that intruded upon his demains, quarrelled with the King, and entred into open re- 
bellion and confederacy with all other his reb.ls,drawing the Z*/ſh men wholly ro his fdezin hope to 
bave had Princes reſtored of their own bloud : and he maintained the ſame with wonderful pride, 
policy, and obſtinacy for a long time, unrill his confederarts, followers and favourites, and his own 
courage, credit, and maintenance, were brought fo low by that powerful Kingzthat in the end he-per ts 
ſhed for very want of. food. 4 YG 

(5) Their Towns are not many, neither thoſe that they have of any ſtately buildings, whereof 
Bala, Dolgelhe, and H:rlech are ihe Markers, By Bala in the North-ealt of this County,in the #*lfh 
Lhintegid, in Eagtiſh, Prmble mear, a great foole of water Corh-=drown ar leaſt eight-ſcore Acres 
of ground :. whoſe nature is,as the report doth paſs, that the high-land flouds, rhough never lo grear, 
cannor make her ſwell bigger by their receitsz bur if the aire be rroubled with ove grear blaſts 
and rempeſts of winds, ſhc,in as great a rage, riſeth and pafſeth herbanks, as if ſhe wou'd encoun- 
ter that enemy in fight, Into the South whereof the two: headed Dee with a pretty ſharp ſtream cn- 
treth, and through the ſame gliderh withour any mixture of the ſame warer, as the Inhabitants be« 
jicre ; more ſtrongly conceired in thi ir opinion, for that the Salmon, uſually raken in Dee, is Fay 
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found in that Pool; and the fiſh called Guiniad, bred in that Mear, never is ſeen in the River Dee, 
South rhence near Do/gelbe, in alower hill, a great Rampire of ſtone and compaſs is ſeen, and hath 
been ſame fortification or defence in war : which whilft we were curious ro find-our ſome inſtruRions 
thereof, by report this only we learned, that it was called Cadderyrita Drenz according to the name of 
her neighbour and far higher hill. 

(6 ) Upon the Weſt and Sea-ſhore of this Shire, Hariech a Marker and Mayor Town ſtand:th 
bleake enough and barren, bur only for Fowle and Fiſh ; houſes nor many, neither curiouſly, builr, 
wherein ſtandeth a lirtle Chappel decayed and without uſe, in which lieth buried Sir Richard Thime 
bleby, an Engliſh Knight, who for the delight he took in that game, removed his abode from a far bet- 
rer ſoile. Here alſo ſtandeth a moſt ſtreng and beauriful Caſtle, mounted upon a hill, and with a 
double Bulwarke walled abour, commanding the Sea, and paflage of entrance of ſuch as ſeck to in- 
vade the Coaſt: and ſurely a grear pity it is to ſee ſo fair a work fall codecay : the Cenſtable whereof 
by Patent is ever the Mayor of this Town ; near unto which are two great. Inlers of Seas,which ar low 
water may be paſſed upon the Sands wich Guides, Upon whoſe ſhore, as upon the Sea- coafts in this 
County, abundance of Heryings are caughr, for which catiſe they are much frequented in the ſeaſen 
of rhe year, by many people from divers Countries, 

( 7 ) This Town being the chicfeſt of the Shire, the Pole ſhall be clevared only from thence, 
whoſe height for Latitude ſtandeth in the degree 53. 29 minutes, and for Longitude inthe 15. 47. 
_ The whole being divided into fix Hundreds, wherein are ſcared ghirty ſeven Pariſh- 
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CHAPTER X1.'' 


-ENBIGH-SHIRE, called inwelſh, Sire Denbigh, retiring more fromthe Sea within 
the Country, on this fide of rhe River Conwey ſhooteth Eaſtward in one place as faras to 
the River Dee : 0a the Nerth, firſt the Sea, (for a ſmal! ſpace) and then Flint ſhire encom- 
paſſerh ir : on the Weſt, Caernarvon and Merioneth: ſhire : on the Eaſt, Cheſhire and Shrop- 

ſhire; and cn the South, Montgomery: Shire, 

( 2) The. forme. thereof is long, growing wider ſtil! towards the North-weſt, and narrower 
towards the Eaſt, Ir isin length from Eaft ro Weft, one and thirty miles, 2nd in breadth from North 
to South, ſeventeen miles : . in the whole circuit and circumference, one hundred and fourteen 
miles. _ | "= 

3) The aire is yery wholeſome and pleaſant, yer bleak eneugh, as expoſed ro the winds on 31! 
ſides, and the high hills, wherewih ir is in many places environed, leng retraining rhe congealed ſnow, 
The tops whereof, in the Summer time,are the harveſt-mens Almanacks, by the rifing of certain va- 
pours thereon in the mornings, and foreſhey a fair day enſuing. 

(4) The loile is bur barren towards the Weſt part : yer the middle, where it licth flat in a valley, 
15 moſt tertile. The Eaſt-fide,when ir is once paſt the yallcy, ftindeth Nature to be a very ſparing nig- 
gard of . htr fayouis 3. bur next unto Dee it fecterh a wore liberal extent of her bleſſings, The Weſt 
part .is bur-here aud there inhabired, and mounteth up more than the other with baie and hungry 
hills: yer the: leannc[+ of the ſoyle ( where the hills ſertle any thing flatting ) hath bzen now a 
good while begun co be oveicome ty the diligent pains and careful induſtry of rhe busbandmen ; 
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for they paring away the upper coar of the earth into certaia Turffes, with a broad kind of ſpade,pile 
them wp xgtcorgp ba heaps, and fire chew, fo as being ruracd into aſhes, and thrown upon the 
ground ſo pared, they fruQifie the hungry barrenneſs and Rtcrilicy of ſoile, and make rhe fields bring 
forth a kind of, Rie or Amel-cornty in ſuch plenty, as is hacdly to be believed. 

( 5) The ancient inhabirants of chis Country were thz Ordovices, who being alſo named 0rdevi- 
. Ces, or Ordovice : a puiflant and couragious people, by reaſan they kept wholly in a qpounrainous 
place, and took heart even of the ſoylec ir lelf : for they continued longeſt free from the yoke both of 
Romanand alſo of Exgiiſh dominion. They were not ſubdued by the Romans, before the daics of tlie 
Emperour Demitian ( for then Zalins Agricola conquered almoſt the whole Nation ) nor brought un- 
der the command of the Engliſh, befor: the reign of King Edward the firſt ; bur lived a long time in 
a lawleſs kind of libercy,. as bearing rhemlclves bold upon their own magnanimiry, and the ſtreggth 
of rhe Country. | | 

(6)The EE of this County yield ſufficiency of Near, Shcep,and Goats The Valleys in moft 
places are very plenteous of Corn, eſpecially Eaſtward on this fide, berwixt the Rivers of Alen and 
Dee; Bur the moſt Weſterly part is heathy, vnd alroperh*r barren, The hearr of rhe Shire ſhews ir 
ſelf beneath the hills, in-a beaurifel an pleaſant Vale, rexching ſerentecn milts in levgrh from 
South ro North, and five miles, or thereubours, in breadch, and licth open only toward the Sea, Ir is 
environed on cycry ſide with high hills, amongft which, the hipheſt is MoiYenly, on rhe rop whereof is 
a watlike Fence with Trench 2nd Raapier, and & littic fountain of clear water, From theſe hills the 
River Cluyd reſorts unto this Vale, and from the very ſpring. head { increaſed with beck:ts ang 
brocks ) doth part it in wwairy running through the midit of jt ; whereof in 2ncienrt rime it was 04+ 
med Strat Cluyd : for Marianus makech mention of s King cf the Strat Cluyd of the YHe/ſb : And ar this 
day it is commonly called Diffys Cluyd, that is, The Vale of Clujd, x | 
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This thing is worthy obſervation, as a m:rrer memorable, both for admiration and anriquity;thar in 
the Pariſh of Lax ſanan within this Countty, rhere is a place compaſs cut our of the main rock by 
mans hand, in the fide of a ſtony hill, wherein there be four and rwenty ſears to fit in, ome leſs,fome 
bigger, where children and young men,coming to feek their Cartel, uſe ro fir,and to haye their ſports, 
And at this day they commonly call it A-tburs Round Table, 

(7) Henry Lacy Earl of Liacela,obraining Denbigh by the grant of King Edward'the firſt, aſter the 
conviction and beheading of David bother of Liewelin for high Treaſon, was the firſt that fortified 
it with a wall abour, nor large in circuir, bur very ſtrong, and on the South-ſide with a fair Caſtle, 
ſtrengchned with many high Towers. Bur he gave it over, and left the work unhniſhed, conceiving 
grief ( as a ſorrowful father) that his only fon came to untimely death, and was crowned in the Well 
thereof : The fame of this Town ſpreads it ſclt far for repure, as being reckoned the moſt beauriſu! 
place'in all North-Wales : and ic is «fno lcfs report, for the Caſtle ad jun unto it is impregnable for 
fortification, And this ſtrange accident hapning there in the year 1575, deſcrves notto be omitted, 
being lefr as a continual remembrance of Gods merciful providence and preſeryarion at that rime ; 
that where by reaſon of great Earthquakes, many people were pur into great fear, and had much 
harm done unto thcm both within and withour their houſes,in the Ciries of York, Torcefter, Glocefter, 
Briſtoll, Hereford, and in other Countries adjacent, yer in the Shire hall of Denbigh rhe bell was 
cauſed ro toll twice, by the ſhaking of the carth, and no hurt or hindrance ar all cither done or re- 
ceived, The government of this Toun is managed by rwo Aldermen, and two Bailiffes, who are 
yearly elc&ed our of rwenty five Burgefles, thar are their aſliſtants Ir hath on Recorder, one Town- 
Clerk,and two Sergeants at Mace: and by obſervation of the Mathematichs, the Pole is elevared in 
ihe degree of Latitude 53. and 49 ſcruples, and from the firſt point in Longitude 16.and 45,” 

(8 ) This County with them of Flint and Caraaivon ſhires, are not divided by pricks mw their 
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ſeveral hundreds, according to'the reſt of this work, the want of cheir particulats in the Parliamenr 
Roles ſo caufing irzwhich for the good of theſe three Shires, I earneſtly ſought ro have ſupplied from 
the Nomina Viflarum,in their Sheriffes books,and had promiſe of themrhar might eaſily have procured 
the ſame. Bur wherher a fearleſs jealouſic poſſeſſed their ſpirits, leſt rhe riches of rheſe Shires, by 
revealing ſuch particulars, (hould be further ſought into, 1 cannor jay : yer this I haye ebſerved in 
all my Survey, that where leaſt is ro be had,rhe greateſt fears are peſſeſled, Take rheſe Shires theres 
fore to be done as I could,and ner as I would; that wiſh beth the wealch of them all,and their eſteem 
to be of berrer regard by thoſe that may do chem good, 

(6) This Shire hen is divided into rwelve: Hundreds, for the readier ordering of buſineſſes ne- 
ceflary ro the State of che Country ; wherein. are placed three Marker-Towns, / fir for buying and 
ſelling,and other negotiations, Ir hath five Caſtles ro-defend her ſelf, and ro offend her enemics,and 
fifry ſeven Pariſhes for Gods divine ſervice and worſhip, 
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CHAPTER. XIb 


LINT-SHIRE, ftretching our in length, broad ar one cad, and narrow ar another, 13 
not much unlike in faſhion to a wedge, a piece of which is cur off by the meeting of Cheſhire 
and Denbigh ſhire, Souch Eaſt in Jiftance ſome four miles, Ir borders Eaſt: ward with pay of 
Ch:ſhire, trom whence it is guarded in length with che River Dee unto the North, which par- 
eh Worrall and Fliztſhire, till you come to a little Ifland called Hellebree Noath-ward ic is bounded 
with the /1gi2ian Sea © on the. Weſt, a lictle River, called Cluyd, parterh her and Denbighſhire aſug- 


der : and on rhe South altogether by Shrop ſhire. | 

(2) This Country is nothing mountaigous, as other parts of Fales are, but rifing gently all along 
the River Dee, makes a fair ſhew and proſpeRt of her ſelf roevery eye rhar beholds ber, as well upon 
the River, being in moſt places rhereabours four or five miles broad, as upon the other fide thereof, 
being a part of Cheſhire. | 
C3 ) The Aire is bealthfull and cemperace, withour any foggy clouds or fenay yapours, ſaving 
omertimes there ariſcch ſrom the Sea, and the River Dee, certain thick and ſmoaky ſcrming 


that 
miſts, which nevertheleſs are not found hurtful ro the Inhabitants, who in this pare live long and 


hcalthfully. 

(4) The Clims is ſomewhar colder there hah in Cheſhire, by reaſon of the Seay and the River thar 
engirrs the berg part of her ; by which, the Northern winds, being long carried upon the waters, 
blow che mare cold ; andthat fide of the Country upward, thar lierh ſhoring uoco the rop, having 


ncicher ſhelter nor defence, recgiverh rbem in bei Nil power, and is arucally a Bulwarke from their 
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wlolence unto her bordering neighbours, thar maketh theſnow ro lie much lopger there than on ths 
other ſide of the River, 

(5) The Soile bringeth forth plenty borh of Corn and Graſs, as allo grear ſtore of Cattle, bu: 
they be lirtle, To ſupply which defe&, rhey have more bygffach in cheir numbersthan in other places 
where they be bigger. Grear ſtore of Fiſh they rake in the River of Dee, bur little from the Seay 
by reaſon they have no Havens or Creeks tor boars, No great ſtore of woods cithet there or in any 
other part of Wales arc foundzit having been a general plague unto all the Country ever ſince the 
head-ſtrong Rebellions of cheir Princes and grear men againſt the Kings of England, that (in time) 
rook away rhe principal helps of their Innovariongs, by cutting down their Woods, whereof inthis 
Shire there hiath hercrofore been great plenty. Fruits are {carce, bur milk, butter, and cheeſe plenty, 
as alſo ftore of honey, of the which they make a pleaſanc vinc;in colour like (in taſte Hor much un», 
unlike) unro Muskadine, which they call Metheglin. Yea, and in the dayes of Giraldus Camirenſss. 
near the place now called Holy-eR, was a rich Mine of Silver, in {ceking after which, men pierced 
© andpried into the very bowels of the earth. 

(6s) The ancient Inhabicanrs of this Country were the Ordovices, a Rurdy people againſt rhe Rye 
Mans,bur naw moſt kind and gentle rowards the Engliſh, and indeed make muchof all ſtravgers, cx 
cept they be crofſed: and then they are the contrary. | 

(5) Places of defence are the Caſtles of Fliat, Hawardes, vulgarly Harden,Treer, *udians; Mold, 
Towlcy, and Hope : of which, Fliat and Harden are the two principal. The Caſtle of Flint, tzmous for 
the bencfir ic received from rwo Kings, and for the refuge and pin unto the third, Ir was 
founded by Henry the ſecond, finiſhed by Edward the firil, and long after gays ha:bour and cnrere 
tainment to that noble, bur unfortunate Prince, Richard rhe ſecond, coming our of Ireland, being 
withig her walls a free and ablolute King, bur no ſooner.withour, bur taken pritoner by Henry Byl- 
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tiagbroke, Duke of Lancaſter, loſing at thar time his liberty, apd nor long after his life, This ſtanderh 
in the graduation of Laritnde 53.55. minutes, in Longirude 17, 

For the Caſtle of Zawarden,no record remains of the firſt Founder, but that ir was held a 'one time 
by the Stewards of the Earls of Cheſter. Howbeir their refiſtances did not ſo general'y conſiſt inthe 
Krength of their Caſtles and Fortifierrions, as in their Mountains and hills, which in times of dan- 
ger ſerved as natural Bulwarkes and Detenges unto them againſt rhe force of enemies. As was thar 
which ſtandeth in a certain ftrair ſet abour with woods, near unto the River Alen, called Coles hull, 
that is, Coles-bjll, where the Engliſh, by reaſon of their diſordered mwlcirnde, nor ranged in good 
array, loſt the ficle, and were detcaied, when King Henry the ſecond had made as great preparation 
as might be to give bartel unco the Welſb,and rhe very Kings Standard was forſaken by Heary of Eſ+ 

ex, who was Standard-bearer to the Kings of England in right of inheritance, 

($.) This Country hath many ſhallow rivers in ir,bur noe of fame and nore, bur Dee and Clyde. 
Howbeir, there is a ſpring not far from Rudland Caſtle, ef great report and antiquity, which is 
termed Fous Sacer, in Engliſh, Holy-Well, and is alſo commonly called $.Winefrids #8 ; of whom ans« 
riquity thus reporreth ; Thar #7nefrid a Chriſtian Virgin, very fair and verrnous, was doared upon 
by a young luſtful Prince or Lord of the Country, whe not long able co rule his head-ſtrong affeRi- 
on*, having many times in vainartempred and tried her chaſtity, both by rich gitrs and large pro- 
miſes, could nor by any means obrain his deſires ; he therefore ( in a place of advantage ) ſuddenly 
ſurpriſed and rawſhed hee weak { yer refiſting ) body. After the deed done, the cruel Tyrant, to 
ſtop her cries and accalmatrions, ſlew her, and cur off herhead ; our ef which place did ſuddeniy 
ariſe a Spring that continueth to rhis day, carrying from the Fountain ſuch a forcible ſtream and 
current, as the like is not found in Chriſtendom. Over the head of rhe Spring there is built a 


Chappcl of free Kone, with Pillars curiouſly wrought and cograved, in the Chanccl whereof, a 
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plaſs-window,the PiRure of the Virgin is drawn, together with the memorial of her life and death; 
To this Fountain Pilgrims are accuſtomed to repair in their zealous, bur blind deyorion ; and divers 
others reſort to bath in holding firmly that the water is of much vertue, 

There be many red ſtones in the bottom of this Well, and much green moſs growing upon the 
ſides: the ſuperſticion of the people holding rhar thaſe red ſpors in the ſtones were drops of the La- 
dics bloud, which all che water in the Spring can never wiſh away 3 and that the moſs about the 
wall was her hair, which though ſome of. it begiven ro every ſtranger rhat comes, yer it never wa - 
_ But howſocyer this be carricd for rtuth by the tradicion of ritne, che moſs ir {c1f ſmclls exceed- 
ing ſwear. 

There is alſo hard by Ki/hen ( a ſmall Village) withinthis ty a little Well of no grzat nore, 
thariat certain times riſcth and fallerh, after rhe manner of Sea-tydes. 

(9) In.the South parr of chis Coumry, divided from rhe reft, is a place.) in ſome written Cop« 
pies of Antozine, catled Bovium ) which we now term Banchor, firſt a City, and afterwards a Mong- 
ſtery of famous metnory, and the firft thir is read of in the World : wherein (as Bed faith) were a 
great number of Mdyis, and them divided into ſeyen Companies, every one having his ſeveral Ru 
ler aſſigned, None of theſe Companies had leſs thanthree hundred perſons devored ro prayer, ard 
co pert living by their own labeur, for themſelves and the poor : although ic hath long fince been ut= 
rerly ruinate, ſo as now there is ſcarce ſeen the face and ourward (ſhew of a dead City or Mona+ 
ſtery. It hathonly the names of rwo Gates remaining, one ſtanding a mile diſtant from anorher, 
and berwixt which the River Dee now runneth, where are often times found many pieces of Roman 
So and other tokens of antiquity, -But of theſe ſhall be more mention made in rhe following 

iſtory. 

pom like Monaſterv,bur of lefler account;ſRood in the Vale beneath Vargs (a lircle Ciry a 
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by the Rowens in the confines of this Shire and Denbigh. ſhire) and upon the Bank of Kiwy and Cluyd. 
This the Britains call Llan- Elwy, of the River; the Engliſhmen, Aſaph, of the Founder ; and the 
Hiſtoriographers, Aſaphenſis. Ic is more famouſed for antiquity,than for — or bravery : for abour 
the year 560 Kentigern Biſhop of Glaſts, being fled hither our of Sgotlaud placed here n Biſhops 
S:e, aud crcGed a Monaſtery, gathering rogether 66 in a religious brotherhood, whercof zoo thar 
were unlearned,gave thernſelves ro husbandry, and & work within the Monaſtery ; the reſt ro prayer 
and meditations, When he returned inro Scatiand;he ordained Aſaph, a godly and upright man, te 
be governour over this Monaſtery, of whom ir took rhe name, and is called Saint Aſap hs. 

Another Monaſtery of great account was at Bafagwarke in this County, near unto which began 
that admirable Ditch drawn thence into the mourh of Severne by King Offa, the Tra@ whereof 1 
have exprefied thorow this Shire, and will further ſpeak thereof in the following Hiſtory, 

( 10 ) This Shire is divided into five Bundreds, fortified with ſeven Caſtles, hath onlyone 
Marker-Town, and rwearty cight Parifbes, in which rbere js a continual celebration of divine ber. 
VICE, | 
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ANGLESEY. 
CHAPTER X111. 


NGLESEY was in the time of the Romans called Mona, by the Britains Ma, and Vers 
Men, (that is) che Land of Mon, of the ancient Enzliſh-Saxons Moneg: And art laſtzafter the 
Engliſhmen had by rheir ſharp and ſeveral aſſaults brought ir under their rule , and became 
Lords thereof, it was rermed Angleſey, as one would ſay, The Engliſhmens Iſland. 

( 2 ) For an Iſland it is, albeic ic be ſevered from the Continent of Britain, bur with a ſmall and 
nacrow ſtraight of che River Menai, and on all other parts b:aten upon with che ſurging and rroublous 
Iriſh-Sea, in which ir lyerh ſomewhat ſquare-wiſe, nor much different in lengrh and breadth ; being, 
where it reacheth our in length , from Beau-mariſh Eaſtward , ro the urmoſt Promontoty Weſt- 
ward , which we call Holy-head , ewenty miles ; and in breadth from Llambederig Novth-ward, to 
the point of Menai South-ward, ſeventeen miles ; the whole circuit or circumference amounting to- 
wards {eyenty miles, 

(3 ) Theair is reaſonable grateful and healchful, and not generally ſubje&ro diſeaſes, excepring 
certain Agues ar ſometimes, which are occaſiened by the fogs and miſty exhalations , which ariſe 
from the ſea called Mare Virginiumn, with the which this Iſle is encompaſſed, OE 

(4) The Commodities that commend (or rather beautifiz) this Country, are in Corn and Cate 
rle, wherewith ir nor only enricherh ic ſelf exceedingly , bur ſendeth our great proviſion thereof to 
orhers to ſupply their defe&s, and although rhe ground may ſeem dry and tony , or unpleaſant and 
nothing fighrly , wherein for the outward quality ic reſemblerh ſome other parts of Wales, that 
are nor-{o fruirful , 'yer for the inward bounties of nature , it is far unlike; for above - = 
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Cealts of Wales ir is moſt plentiful of Whear, inſomuch asby Gira/dus Camirenſes repert,theyare 
wont to ſay in #elſh , by way of a Proverb, Mm MamCombiy » which is toſay ; 7Moz is the morker 
of Valcs ; for that when other Countries harveſt fails round abour., or their proviſion is exhauſt and 
drawn dry , this alone, like a provident ana full breſted mother , is able ro luſtain the reſt. Where - 
unto Nature moſt providently hath added another benefit ſerviceab'e and necellary to the former, in 
that che Country produceth alſo thoſe kind of ſtones which ate called Molares,as of all orher fitreſt ro 
make MiÞſtones orGrindſtones.In ſome places allo ir yieldeth ancarth of Alumizcus quality,our of which 
ſome not long ſince began to make. Alom and Copperoſe,who(like unfleſhr Souldiers)gave over che:r ens 
terpriſe without further hope, becauſe ac firſt rhey ſaw it not anſwer their ever -haſly expeQations, 
(5) The ancient [nhabitants of chi> Country were the O7dovines z mentioned beforen the pre» 
cedent Pzovinces of Denbigh-ſhire, Flint-ſhire, and Carnarvon ſhire. And this very Iſ}ind was thag 
ancient, and ſo much ennobled ſear of rke B1itiſh Druyds, who [o amared the Army of Roman inva= 
ders, as Tacitus reports, and as elſe-where we haye related in the ſixth Book and ſeycnth Chapter of 
our enſuing Hiſtory. : . 
(6) This Nation was attempred firſt by Pauliaus Su2tonizs in the raign of Nevo, bur bretight un- 
der the Romaze Empire by Fulius 4gricoia. When the Empire of the Romans in Britats b:gan to dce 
cline and go gownward, ſome out of Ireland cntred into this Ifle by Realth, and neſtled th:mlclves 
there, as may be gathered by certain mounts of eaith entrenched abour, and yer tv bz ſeen, which 
they call the Iriſh- mens cottages 5 38 allo by a place named of the Iriſh mcn, yn Hiericy Gwiatd, who 
did there (as is recorded } pur che Zritaias to flight under the leading of S171gus, The Norwegzans 
alſo were often infeſtuous to this Iſland - but King Ethclreds Fleer, having in the year 1000 ſcowre 
ed rhe Seas reund abour this Ile, far exceeded all borh Iriſh and Norwegjan dcpopulationssfor they 
waſted the Country in all hoſtile manner, ; | 
SO : (7) Afrer 
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( 7) Afﬀcer this, rwo Hughs, both Noymans, did greatly afHif this Ifland : The one being Earl of 
Cheſter, the other of Shrewsbeury ; ac which very time Magnus the Norwegian arriving there,ſhor Hugh 
Earl of Shrewsbury chrough with an Arrow, and departed after he had ranſacked the Iſland, Ir was 
afrerwards grievovſly infeſted by the Engliſhmen, who never gave over from time to time ro invade 
It, unril in the raign of King Edward the firſt, ir was wholly brought under his ſubjeRion. 

( 8 ) The principal Town in this Iſle is Beaumariſh, which the ſaid King Edward the firſt builr in 
the EzR-fide thereof, and for the fair firuntion, chough in a Mooriſh-place , gave it the name which 
it now bearecth , whereas in times paſt ic was called Byrover z; which he alſo fortified with a 
goodly Caſtle, | | 

( 9 ) The Mayor is the chiefeſt Magiſtrace of the Town, who is yearly choſen, and hath rhe aſſi- 
Rance and help ot ewo Bailiffs, rwo Sergeanrs as Mace , and one Town Clerk : by whoſe carcful 
diligence the affairs of this Town are orderly managed and commanded : whole Latitude is 54. 
and Longirude 15. 45. minuces. 

( to ) Not far from hence is Lhaenvays in times paſt a fair religious heuſe of the Frieys Minors, 
which alrhough ic be now in a manner raſed our of memory , yer antiquity makerh mention that ir 
hath b:en of great regard among the Kings of Exg/and , who have (hewed themſelves very bountiful 
Patrons unto that Covent , both in reſpe& of the ſan&imonious life of ſuch as canverſed there , as 
alſo becauſe there the bodies of very eminent perſons, as the daughter of King Foha, the ſon of a 
King of the Danes , as likewiſe of many great Lords, Knights and Squires, were enterred., that 
were {lin in the wars againſt the ?e/fh, in the rime of many illuſtrious Kings of England, 

( 11) This Ifle is reckoned to hayz had ancicently many Villages in ir, even re the number of 
rhree huggred chroeſcore and three 3 and the ſame even ar this day is very well peopled, _ 
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The diviſion of this Ifle for diſpoſition of affairs tha belong eicher to the ſtare of the Crown, or 


tothe condition of the Countrey, is into fix Hundreds : in which are ſcared ewo Matket-Towns 
and ſeventy four Pariſh Churches for Gods Divine Hor 2ur and Worſhip, ; 
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CHATTER XIV, 


AERNARVON SHIRE, ine!ſh, Sire Caer-ar v0n, ſo called becauſe ir is juſt over again(t 
Angleſey, (which the Britaias call Mon) and in compoſition was termed alſo Snowden - 
Forreſt, before Yales was laid into Shires; the North. fide whereof and the Weſt butrerh 
upon the Iriſh Sea, rhe Sourh.fide is incloſed with Merjonethy and the Eaſt with Denbigh- 
ſhires, from which it is ſevered by rhe River Conwey. ; 

(2 ) The form thereof is much like a wedge, long and narrow towards the ſouth and growing 
Mil'wider rowards the Notth : ſo that from Pevenjel-point ſourhward, ro Ormſ-head-point North - 
word, are forty miles, from the River Conwcy Eaſtward, to the River Llenoy Weſtward , miles rwen= 
ty : and the whole circumference one hundred and ren miles. 

(3) The Air is ſharp and piercing, by reaſon that the Country hath nor natural proviſion to 
enſconce her ſelf againſt the exrremiry d- winds and weather ; bur eſpecially, as may be thought, 
through the continuance of the Snow on the hills, which alſo exclude the Suns aſpe& and warmth. 

( 4 ) The ſoil cannot be much commended for the fertility, except thoſe parts of the Sea-coaſts, 
which lig onthe Weſt rowards Ireland + bur for the heart of this Shire, ir is alrogerher mounrainous, 
aS if nature had a purpoſe here, by rearing up theſe crappy bills ſo-chick rogerher , ſtrongly ro com- 
paR rhe joynrs of this our I{land,and ro frame the Inland parr thereof for a fir place of refuge to the 
Britains y againſt thoſe rimes of adverſity which afcerward did fall upon them ; for no army, though 
never ſo ſtrongly, or ſcarce any Travellers, though never ſo lightly appoinced, can find paſſage a- 


mong thoſe ſo many reugh and hard Rocks, ſe many Valcs and Poels here and there , — 
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all the ways, 2s ready obſtacles ro repel any Inroads of forrain affailanrs Theſe Mountains may 
nor unfirly be rermed the Bruiſh- Alpes, as being the moſt vaſte of all B7jtain, and for their Keepnels 
and cragginels nor unlike ro thoſe of Italy, all of them rowring up intro the Air, and round encom- 
paſſing one far higher than all the reſt, pecnliarly gag!ed Suowdon-Hill, rhough the other 1:kewiſe in 
the ſame ſenſe , arc by the Welſh termed Craig Eriry, as much as Suowy Mountaias, taking their name * * 
as doth ( by Pliazes teſtimony )- Nephates in Armenia, and Imans in Scythzz :. For all the year long 
theſe lie manrelled over wich Snow hard crued rogether » though otherwiſe for their height they- 
are open and liablz both ro the Sun to diffalve chem, and the winds ro over-ſweep them, 

( 5 ) The ancient Inhabiranrs of this Country were the Urdowices, of whem we have ſufficiently 
ſpoken in the deſcription of the former Provinces ; neither need I inſiſt either upon the pleaſures or 
profits thar this Country yieldeth , by reaſon of the grear affinity ir hath boch of Climate and Com- 
moditics with Dexby-ſhire and Flint-ſhire before mentioned 2 Bur this beyond the orher in ſome pla. - 
ces breeds certain Shel-fſheis , which being conecived by an heavenly dew, bring forth Pearls; in an- 
Cient rimes more reckoned of: than now they are, ; . 

(6 ) Touching places of note, rhat Cy is'very ancient which the Emperour 4ntontne calleth 
Segonttum, taking name cf a River running by, / hich ar this day is called Sejent : ſome reliques of 
the walls wheieof do yer appear, neer unto a ittle Church: conſecrated ro the honour of - Sazu: 
Publicius. This City Ninius calleth Caer Cuſtci #þ , which ſome interpret rhe Ciry of Conſtantine. 
Indeed Matthew weſtmiaſter ſaith ( how true &gnow nor) char 4zno 12.83. here was found the body 
of Conſtantius ( Father to great Conftantiae ) which King Edward the firſt cavſed ro be ſumpruoufly 
beſtowed in the Church of the new City, which ye raiſed our of the ruines of the old, arid is now 
called Caernarvon » which giveth name to thi whole Shire, The Town i ſelf yieldeth a molt 
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exccilent profpe& rowards the Sea, and is incompaſſed ( in a manner) round with the walls of rhe 
Caſtle ; ſo-as we may ſay, it is a City within a Caſtle, which taketh up the whole Welt: fide of-it ; and 
grear pity it is, that ſo famous a wo k (hould nor bz perperuous, or ever become the ruine of time, 
which is much feared, for the mercileſs underminings of rhe Sca, rhart with her daily and forcible ir- 
ruptions never ccaferh ro waſh away the foundations of the Key. The people of this Town are wel] 
approved for courteie, and alſo Civil Government, which is adminiſtred by che Conſtable of the Ca- 
ſile (who is ever Mayor by Pateor ) having the affiſtance of one Aldermgn, two Bailiffes, two Sergeants 
at Mac?, and one Towa-Clerþ, The Townimen do nor a lirtle glory that King Edward the lecond 
was born there, in a Tower of the Caſtle called Eagle Tower, and ſurnamed of Carr-aa;-vonhe being 
the firſt Prince of ales of the Exgiiſh Kine. The fite of this Town according ro Mathemarical obſer - 
yarian is in the degree of Longitude 15, and 50, {crupl:s from the firſt Weſt point, and the Polc elc. 
varcd in Latitude 5 3.20d 50. 

Bexgor the Biſhops Sec, though ir be now bur a ſmall Yown, yer ir was in time paſt ſo large, thar 
for the greatneſs thereof it was called Bazchor Yaur, that is, Great Banchor ; which Hugh Earl of Che- 
ſter fartified with a Caſtle : Bur ir hath been long ſince utterly ruinated and laid level with che 
ground,ipſomuch as rherc is nor any footing ro be found or other} monuments left thereof , although 
they have been ſoughr with 31l diligent enquiry. This Biſhops See hath bees rhe Dioceſs of ninery tix 
Pariſhes. Bur che 8ncient Church which was conſecrated unto Dazie!, ſometime Biſhop thereof, was 
defaced and ſer on fire by that gotorious Rebel Owea Gleadowerdwy, who had a purpoſe alſo to deſtroy 
al the Cities of Wales, for that they ſtood for the King of Exg!ard. And though the ſame Church was 
ſince repaired about rhe rimg of King Henry the lcycaths yer hath ir ſcarce recovered the reſemblance 
of her former dignity, 
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Scotlands General Deſcription. 


CHATTER L 
K, COTLAND, theſecond Kingdom of Great Britain, and the North part of the Iſland, 


hath on the Eaſt the German Ocean, on the North, the Orhneys, and Deucalidon-Seazthe Weſt 
affronted with4#elazd , and the South hath the River Tweed, the Cheviot Hills, and the ad-. 
jacent TraR, reaching to the Syulway Sands, whereby ir is ſeparated from England. 

C2) This Kingdom is fair and ſpaciqus, and from theſe South borders ſpreaderh it ſelf wide in» 
ro the Eaſt and Weſt, rill again ir conrrats ir ſelf narrower unto the Northern Promontories : fur- 
niſhed with all rnings befiring a famous Kingdom ; both for Air and Soil, Rivers, Woods, Mount- 
ains, Fiſh, Fo>l, acd Cartle, and Corn ſo plenreous, thar it ſupplyerh therewith ocher Countries in 
their want. The people thereof are of good fearure, ſtrong of body, and of couragious mind, and 
in wars ſo ventureus, thar ſcarce any ſervice of norte hath been performed , bur that they were 
with the firſt and laſt in the field. Their Nobility and Gentry are very ſtudious of learning, #nd all 
civil knowledge; for which end they nor only frequent the three Univycrfiries of their own Kingdom 
{ S. Andrews, Glaſco, and Edenborough,the Nurſeries of Picry, and Manſions of the ſacred My/es) 
buc alſo much addi& themlſclves to travel into forrain Countries. G 

( 3 ) The Counties contained in this Kingdom arc many, and every. whcre beſtrewed with Ci- 
tics, towns, and Burrows , as is that of England: and, as Exeland, 1 intended to deſcribe ir,had L 
not been happily prevented by a learned Gentleman of that Nation z who hath moſt exaRtly be - 
guns 


& . 


CAERNARVON-SHFRE. 


The. River Conwey (which limiteth this Shire on the Eaſt- fide ) is in Plolomy by corruption or ig- 
' norance of Tranſcribers called Toiſſonius » in ſead of Conorizes, whence Canonium {( a Town mentic» 
ned by Autoaiae ) rook name: and albeit borh it an1 irs name benow nrtcerly exrtin&, yer is there a 
covert remembrance thereof in the new name of a poor Village , ſtanding among the rubbiſh there- 
of, called Caer-bean, (chat is ) The ancient City : Our of the {poil whereof King Edward rhe firſt, 
builc a new Town ar the Rivers mouth, rermed thereupon Aber-Conwey : (thar is) the mouth 
of Conwey, which being formerly fortified by Hugh of Cheſter, and ſtrongly firuare and fenced borh 
with walls and a fair Caſtle by the Rivers fide, deſerves rather the name of a Ciry rhan a town, if 
it were more populous and traffiqued with Inhabitants, Neither mult I here forger Nowiz, though 
bur a ſmall] Markert- rown, for thar it pleaſed the Engliſh Nobles Anno I284. ro honour it and the 
memory of King Arthir, with triumphane celebrity, afrer they ha@ ſubdued the-gebzllious Ringleaders 
of ales, 

(7 ) Ocher marrers of memorable note this Country afforderh nor much , unleſs perhaps this ; 
Thar juſt over againſt the River Conwey, where it ifſuerh into: the Sea, there ſomerimes ſtood an an- 
cient Ciry named D:ganwey, which many years ago was conſumes by lightning, and ſo made utter - 
ly deſorate , as many cther monuments have been, of ancient /and- worthy memory, As likewiſe 
that in the Pool Liz Pers , there is a kind of Fiſh called there Torcoth, having a red belly,no where 
elſe ſeen, For rouching theſe two other miracles famouſed by Gi#aldus and Gervaſius, that on thoſe 
his high hills there are rwo Pools called the Mears, rhe one of v aich, produceth great ſtore of fiſt, 
bur all having only one eye, and in the other there is a movealle Ilind,which as ſoon as a man 
rreaderh thereon, it forchwith floateth a great way oft, whereby t'jxz Welſh are ſaid ro have ofren ſcaped 
and deluded their enemies aflailing them ; rheſe marrers are ow''vf my Creed, and yer I think the 


Reader had rather believe them, than to go to ſee wherher ir bet 9 or no, 
X 5g ix 


CAERNARVON.SHIRE. 


Ir is traded with five Market-Towns fit for bargaining y buying and ſelling z fortified with four 
Caſtles, and hath fixty eight Pariſh-Churches in ir , where the Inhabirancs concur and meer tope + 
ther for the celebration of Divine*Service, "BY 
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SCOTLANDS GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 


(6) Their Manners were alike, ſaith Diodorys Siculus » and-Strabo , and their garmentsnur 
much different, as by Sidonius Apollinaris may be gathered , where he ſcemeth- rather ro deſcribe the 
modern #d-1:iſh, than the antike Gere. Notwithſtanding this Nations Original by ſome hath been 
derived from Scota, the ſuppoſed Daughter of the Egyptian King Pharavb, that nouriſhed Moſes, aftere 
wards mairied unto Gaj:helzs, the ſon of Cecrops, ( Founder of Athens) who fiſt ſeating in Spaiz, 
palled rhence inre I7e/aud, and laſtly into Scotland , where his Wife Scota gave Name to the Nas 
2303 ; if we believe that they hit the mark, who ſhoot at the Moon. | | 

( 7) Bur thac the Scythians came into Spaiz , ( beſides the Promontory bearing their name S:y- 
thicum) Silius Italicus, 2 Spaniard born, doth ſhew, who bringeth the Concani, a Nation therein ſear. 
ed, from the Maſſage:e, which were the Scythians ; and the Sarmate, whom all confeſs to have been 
Scythians, were the builders (as he ſaith) of che Ciry Syſanza in Spaiz. And how from Spain they 
poilefſed themſelves of Ireland ,/( ar the time when the Kiogdom of Zudab flouriſhed) Ninzus the 
Diſciple of Elvodxgus doth rell and their own Hiſtories of Nemethus and Helas , beſides Ciſnerus 2nd 
ethers, do ſhew ; who were firſt known by the name of Scots, as is gathered our of Porphyry (allcad- 
ged by S. 7erome ) in the raign of Aurelzanus the Emperour, Gildas calleth them the Iyiſh-Spoilers : 
Giraldys, A Scottiſh Natzon deſcended from Ireland : which in regard of them by Eginhardys is rerm- 
ed The Iſle of Scots : by Beda, The Iſle inhabited by the Scots ; and by other Hiſtorians , Scozlaud the 
g eat; as their ſcar jn Britain was called Scotland the leſs. 

(8) Theſe, when the Roman Empire was far in the wanc , burſt into Britain under Rexda their 
Caprain , who entring amity with the Pits, poſſcfſed rhe North part of the Iſland, and affiſted them 
egainit thc Britains, rhen ready to fall, when the Romans were gone, Bur theſe afrerward entertaining 
diſſentions amongſt themſelyes,. pur rhe hazard of their cſtates on the rrial and chance of onc days 


barcle z fought berwixr them in che year of Salyarion, 740, wherein the Pitts nor only loſt 4 
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SCOTLANDS GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 


gun, and gone through the greateſt d'fſiculcies thereof; ro build upon whoſe foundarions, I hold ix 
in jurions: and am fo far from any ambition to prevenr his noble purpoſes , thar I heartily wiſh all 
happy furtherances thereto; wirh a Yfonging delire to ſee, by his induſtrivus labouts, another Scene 
added to rhe perfecting of the Theatre of- Bri: ains glory. | 

(4) Yer, inthz mean while, leaſt I ſhould ſeem roo defeive in my intendments, let me withs 
out offence, ( in this third, thopgh ſhort Book ) give only a general view of that Kingdom, upon 
obſeryarions from others ; which ro accompliſh by mine own ſuryey (if others ſhould hap ro fail, 
and my crazy-aged body will give leave ) is my. chief defire ; knowing the Iſland furniſhed with 
many worthy remembrances , appertaining borh unto them and us'z whom God now hath ſer under 
one Crown : and the rather, for that their mere Southern people are from the ſame Original with 
us che ExglÞ, being both alike the Saxon branches: as alſo, that the Pifs anciemly inhabiting 
part of thit Kingdom , were the inborn Britains » and ſuch as thirher fled ro avoid the Romans ſer- 
vitude 2 whoſe names began firſt ro be diſtinguiſhed under Dioc/eſian rhe Emperor, when they were 
termed Pitts for painting their. bodies, like rhe, Britains, as ſaith Flavixe Vigetius : which is 
mere ftrengthned , for that rhe Northern Britajas converted by Saint *Columbs. are called Bri- 
tain Pitts. | .  f 

('5 ) Bur the Highland-men (rhe natural Scot indeed ) are ſuppeſed: to deſcend from the Scy- 
thians, who with the Getes infeſting Ireland, left both their iflue, there, and their manners, appa-* 
rent in the 71d. Iriſh even to this day-; And from $cytha ( as is thought ). the name of Scot grew; 
for ſo the Netherlanders by Scutten expreſs indifferently the Scythian or Scot ; ſo Gi/das called the 
Iriſh-Britains, Scythians 2 ſo King Elfred -in tranſlating the Hiſtory of Oroſons ,- turnerh Scotos into 
Seyttan : and fo ſaith Walfiazham, from one and the ſame original, Scythe, Scytici, Score, Scoticis 
take their names, as from Get, Getici, Gothi, Gothici have done. 

| T0 (6) Their 
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whoſe Juriſdi&ions are as followerh : 


S. Andrews. 
p— nm 
Dunkeld, © FBrechin. 
Aberdow, Roſe 
DHurray. { athenes. 
Dunblan. Orkney. 


Amongſt the things worthy of note of Antiquity in this Kingdom, moſt memorable was that 
Forrificarion drawn from Abercorne upon the Frith of Edenborough, unto Aleluyd, now Dunbritton, 
opening upon the Weſt Sea, where Zulius Agricola ſer the limic of the Roman Empire ; paſt which, 
ſaith Tacitus, there was no other bounds of Britain to be ſought for ; and thar hete the ſecond Le- 
gion 4uguſta,and the 20. Legion Viftrix, builr a part of the wall, certain Inſcriprions there digged 
d Cader do witneſs 3- as alſo an ancient coped monument of an high 
and round compaſs, which, as ſome think, was a Temple conſecrated unto the God Terminus ; 
ethers, a Trophy raiſcd by Carayſius, who fortified this Wall with ſeven Caſtles, as Niaixs doth de- 


up, and reſerved at Dunloyr 


clare. 


SCOTLANDS GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 


(11) And theſe a ain arc ſubdivided into Sheriffdomes, Srewardſhips,and Bailiwicks, for the moſt 
part inheritory unto honourable Families.” The Eccleſiaſtical Government is alſo ſubjeQ under rwo 
Metropolitan Archebiſhops , which are of S, Audrews, ( the Primate of Scotland, ) and of Glaſecs;; 


Glaſco. 


Galloway. 
eAr file. 
Tles. 


(12) Ar this place b:gan the great and dark Wood Caledonia, famous for the wild white mon 
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and Forrghe crowning the Scots with vicory,adranced 
h fame and frength, that the fame hath long continued withour any abſolure 


conqueſt or ſurpriſe, againſt the aſſaults of whatſocyer enemits. | 
( 9) Sco:lands South part in Galloway, waſhed with the water of Solway Bay, roucherh degree 56, 
of Latitude, and thence imboſoming many Lovghs and Inlers upon the Eaſt and Weſt, extendeth irlelf 
unto the degree 60. and 30, minutes : whole Longitude is likewiſe laid berwixt the degree 13. and 19, 
2nd the ſame grown very narrow, being ſo near che North Pole, aslying direRly under the hinders - 
molt Stars of the Greatcr Bear. | Ms 
(10) The which Kingdom is divided into two parts by the grear River Tay ; the South whereof is. -... 
the more populous, and mare beaurified in manners, riches, and civiliy ; the North more rude; retain=--+-- 


ing the cuſtomes of the 7/d-Iriſh, the ancient Scot. in whoſe ſeyeral Territories & 


ing are contained, 
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AAerch. 
Laudier. 
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South, 
_ — 
Galloway. | Stirling. * 
| Carricke, Fife. 
Kyle. Stratberne, 
| Cunningham. | Adenteith, 
| Array. | Argile. 
Cluide/dale, Cantires 
Lennox, Lorne, 


heſe Counries enſie' --- 
North. - 
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| Loguabrea. Buquhan. 
Braidalhin, Murrey. 
Pert h . Roſſe o 
Athol, Sutherland. 
Angutts Cathanes. . 
Merns, Strathnavern. 
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waters of the other moſt raging in the faireſt and calmeſt weather; wherein alſo floateth an Ifland 
that remoyerh from place to place, as the wind forcerh her ſpongrous and unfaſtened body. In Buqu= 
ban upon the banks of Ratra is a Weil, whoſe trickly drops turn (in Piramid- wiſe ) into hard ſtone 
and another near Edenborouzh that floarerh with Pitumen. In Dee and Done, beſides the admircd plens 
ty of Falmoas, is found a Shell fic, called the Horſe Myskell, wherein Pcarlsare engendred, moſt 
precious for Phy ſick , and ſome of them ſo Orient, that they give. nor place to the choiſeſt, 

(16) No leſs firange than any the fore-mentioned waters, buc more lanſentable is the remem- 
brance of rhe great inundartion, hipning,by the ſudden riſing of Tay, which bare away the Walls 
and Town of Berth, and with ir the Cradle and young ſon of King Yam into the Sea, wherein the 
Royal Infanr with many others periſhed, rhe King and his Courciers hardly eſcaping the danger 
wich life. The ruine of this Town raiſed another more famous, and more commodiouſly ſeated, even 
Berth, fince called Saint Zohns:Town. 

17) Iflinds and llers yielding both beauty and ſubjcRivn to this Scottiſh Kingdom, are the 77e- 
fterne the Orkaeys and the Shetlands, reckoned to be above three hundred mn number; th? Inhabi- 
cants for the moſt part uſing the frugality of rhe ancient Scor. 

(18) The Yeſterne lying ſcattered in rhe Deucalidonan Sea,were anciently red by a King of their 
own, whoſe maintenance was our of their common Coffers, and che Regal 'Authoz ity never continued 
in lineal ſucceffion, for (to prevent thar ) their Kings were nor permirted tro have waves of their own, 
bur mighr by their Laws accompany with other mens : as the like Law was in the other parts of Scot - 
Land, that the Virginity of all new wives, ſhould be rhe Landlerds prey, till King Malcolme,. enacted, 
that half a mark ſhould be paid for redemption. The relidence of thoſ2 fore-m:nrioned Kings, was 
cheifly in 11a, Bunals, and Iona, now Columbhkill, where (as Donald Munro, who travelled through theſe 
Iſlands, reporterh ) are three Tomb.s, having rhe ſeveral Inſcriptions of the Kings of Scotland, of 


Irelaid and of Norway. ( 19) As 
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that therein were bred, whoſe Manes were Lion-likey thick and curled, of narure fierce and cruel,and 
io hateful ro mankind, that they abhorred wharſoever was by them handled or breathed upon : theſe 
Woods ſtretched far and wide with many turnings, darke ſhades, and* dreadful dens, -and fo famous 
in the Romans Wrirers, thar they ofren uſed''thar *nzne for-all Britain ; whoſe Inhabitants were the 
appear in cur following 


laſt in this 1fland, that yielded rheir necks to the yoke of ſabjeRion, as ſhal 
Story, _ 
(13 ) Ninian 4 Britain is recorded to have converted the South-Pifts unto the Faith of Chriſt in 
the raign of Theodoſius the younger,- and the Church in Galloway bearing his name doth witneſs it : 
fo likewiſe in the ſame age Paladins ſent from Pope Celeſtine,became an Apoſtle unto the Sco!r,whoſe 
reliques lay cnthrined ar Fordoa in Mernis, as was verily ſuppoſed : but that Chriſtianity had been 
formerly planted. in this u;rermeſt Province, © is, ceſtified by Tertullian, in ſaying the Britains. had 
embraced rhe Faith furcher than the Romans had power to follow or perſecure them, whereupon 
Peter Menk of Clyn in Spaine, concludeth their conyerfion ro be more ancicng than the Southerne 
Britains.” | | : LEE, 

(14) Bur touching things obſeryable for the preſent, ſurely admirable: is the reporr of the plenty 
of Catrel, Fiſh, and Fowle there abiding 2 their Neat bur lirtle, yer many in number: Fiſh ſo plenti- 
ful, rhat men in ſome placs ( for delight-) on horſe: back hunt Sa!mons with Spears: and a certain 
Fowle, which ſome call Solan !-Geeſe, ſpreading ſo thick in the aire, rhart they even darken the Suns 
light; of whoſe fl-ſh, feathers, and oyle, the Inhabitants in ſome parts make grear uſe and gaine ; 
yea, and even of Fiſhes brought by them, abundant proviſion for dict, as allo of the ſticks ( trought 
ro make their neſts ) plentiful proviſion for fuel. | 

( 15) With theſe, as of. wonders, I might ſpeak of the-nacures: of itho'e rwo famous Lnughs, 


Lonuad and Neſſa, the latter whereof never freezerh in Winter, though never fo extream, and the 
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IRELAND DESCRIBED. 


CHAPTER 1. 


He Traditions of rime have delivered unto us divers names, whereby this famois 1flind is 
recorded to have becn called : yer none of more fair probabili:y, than that of ©-pheys, 
Ariftatle and Claudiain,by whom it is named Ieraa : by 7uvenal and Mela called Juverna,by 
Dindorms Sicu!us, Iris t by Martian of Heraclea, Jeyepma ;, by Fuftachius, Oyernia and Bernia: 
by the native Inhabicants, Erya : by the Britains, Tverdon : rhe Telſh- Bards in their Ballzds, Th wolas 
Totidanan,and Bamao : and by the Engliſh,1rcland. Bur irom whence theſe diverfities were derived, ariſe 
many opinions. Duubtleſs ir is, that Hibernia, 7uverna, and Overnia came from Terna, ſpoken of by 
Orpheus and Ariſtotle ; 2nd the ſame Icy, as alſo 1745, Iverdhon, and Ireland, from Eyin, theterm that 
the Inhabitants now uſe. From this Eriz therefore ( a word proper to the Nation ) he original is 
moſtlikely ro be deduced. 

1: ) Some derive Hib:yaia from Hiberno tempore, that is, from the winter ſeaſon ; ſcme from H;- 
berus a Spaniard ;, ſome from a Duke narned Irnalph ; ſome again from the anclent River 1berus, and 
ſome from Hieregan Iriſh word,which fignifieth the Weſt, or a weſtern coaſt, whence Erin my allo 
ſcem to fetch the derivation : for ir licth furtheſt Weſtward of any region in all Ewope. As alſo for 
char the River running in the moſt-remore weſt part of this Iſtandzis in Prolory called Teraus z 13k: as 
the furcheſt Weſtern Promontory in Spain, from whence our Iriſh mea came; 1s by Sir«þo called 
| Ieiat, 


oy 


'SCOTLANDS GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 


(19)Among theſe eſter ne Iflands,the Hebrides, Sie, Mula, 11a, and Arran, are the greateſt : Al 
of chem plentiful of Coro, Woods, Salmons and Heirings, as ethers of Conics, Dcer, Horſes, and 
Sheep, where in ſome they are wild, and in others withour any owners; but the people uncivil, and 
lacking Relig on, they rather live 1udely in ſtate of neceſſity, chan a» Lords of theſc portions which 
God hath allorred them; and with a ſuffcrable caſe, ignoranr of ambition, enjoy thoſe contentments, 
which ſome others ( though they no great ſum ) do more laboriuſly attain uato by the precepts of 
Philoſophy : for feeding rhemleJves with comperency withour any exceſs, rhey return all che over- plus 
unto their Lords, as do the Inhabjtagts of Hirta and Rona : bur alas, Religion not known among 
them, theſe penurious vertues are rather the curſes of Cham, than the fo:lowings of Chriſt, who fo.- 
bids us to be too careſul for the morrow. ; 

(20) The Iles of Orhenay upon the North of Scotland, lying in a moſt raging ani rempeRtuous 
Seazare about three and thirty in numb:r, whereof thirtcen are inhabired, and the other repleniſhed 
with Carte] 3 in theſe are no venomous Serpents, nor other ugly vermin ; the aire ſharpe and health - 
ful, and the ſoil apr xo bear only Oats and Batley,bur nor a ſtick of wood : among theſe, Pomonia is 
the greateſt, accounted and called rhe Main-land,aftording fix Minerals of Lead and Tin,and in h:r 
chief Town a Biſhops See : wherein are ſeated rwelve Pariſh-Churches, orie of them very nvignit- 
cent for (o remote a Country, ] ; 

(21) Of all che Romans, 7ulivs Agricola firſt diſcovered the Orkenays; yeaz and ſubdued- them, 
if we will believe Tacitus 5 bur Pomnonius Mela, that wrote thirty years before him, doth mencion 
themzand 7uvenal in Hadrians time after him, tells us the Romaus had won them ; and laſtly,Claudian 
namerh Saxgns thar were ſlain in them, and ſo deth Ninizs name Ofha and Ebiſſus, Saxon Comman» 
ders, who in their roving Pinnaces waſted the Orþaays. Theſe Ifnds Dozald Par? the Uſuper of 
the Scottiſh Crown, gave to the King of Norway fer his aſſiſtance, and by the No weeiaus were they 
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he<1d the ſpace of an hvnired and fixry years, untill that Alexander rhe third King of Scotland, with 
ſword and compoſition got them from Magays the: fourth, King of Norway, which atterivard King Ha- 
quia confirmed unto King Robert Bruce : bur laſtly, Ch:7ſtian the firſt, King of Not way and Deimark, 
u'rerly renounced all his right to thoſe Iflands, when he gave his daughter in marriage un:o King 
Fames the third, which deed was :urther ratificd by the Pope, who opencth the way to the poll:{lcn 
of Kingdoms with his ewn Key, 

( 22 ) More Noith,and further than this Charr could: well expreſs,lie rhe Iſles of Sherl.:nd,of ſome 
thought ro be Thule,and by the Commenrer upon Horace, the Fortunate Iſland, where, as Tzetzes tas 
bulerh, the ſouls of 200d men are ferryecd into thoſe Flizzar ticlds that ever grow green, and whence 
Zulius Ceſar could hardly be drawn, as Muretys hav written 5 bur their figions intended: only ther 
the vertuous ſouls of the dead palled the urrermoſt bounds of earthly abode, and attained to an eycr- 
pleafinz repoſe,and cver«flouriſhing happineſs ; which whether they borrowed from the deſcription of 
Paradiie,(taken both for a fair Garden and the iculs happy reſt) I cannor define ; bur ſare they would 
not have made choſe fields alwaics green, if they had ſeen how they lie ever covered with [ce and 
Snow, being in the 63. degree of Latitude, as Ptelomy hath placed ir, where (for the moſt part )is a 
continual Winter : but fot*proof that this was the Thule, beſides Prolomies Poſiture, Saxo Gramma- 
ticus berwixt No- way and Scoiland hath placed it; and Soliaus, two daics ſailing from the peini of 
Caledonia ; and Tacitus ſairh, char the Romans kenned Thale afar off, as they ſailed abour Fiitainoy 
the Orcades : and laſtly, Mela maketh it to face Berge a Ciry in Norway, 
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Noah, to haye found it our before the Floud ; and that three hundred years after, when Zaphets po- 
ferity took into theſe Weſt-parts of the world, one Bartholarys of his progeny, a Scythian by birth, 
enccur:ged by the late ſucceſs of Nimrod ( who now had intruded upon the Monarchy of Syria ) 
wandred ſo far Weſty that Fortune at laſt caſt him and his people upon the coaſt of Ircland, There he 
ſeried with his three ſons, Lanzuianay Salanus, and Ruthuigus, who ſearching through every creck and 
corner of the Landleft their own names by three notable places, L1rguints Stragrus, and Mount Sa- 
14424, which the revolution of times hath ſince called by other names, as S. Dominchhill, Ruth gi, 
and Stazaum, \ider the government of theſe three ſons, and their off ſpring, this land was kepr abour 
three hundred 1 cars; at which time there arrivedalſo in Ireland, a Giartelike kind of people of 
Nimrods race, whoin bodily ſhape exceeded the proportion of uſual men, uſing their ſtrengths ro 
win ſoveraiznieszand to oppr: {s with rapine and violence. Theſe growing to numbers, accounted ic 
neceſſary to prevent dominion, leſt the cuiſe of ſlavery (prophecied by Noah } ſhould light upon tHe n: 
to prevent the which, they ſer up a King of their own; then quarrels bred daily, exher parties pur- 
' poling ro hold their intereſt by their ſwords; againſt whomylaſtly a barrel was tovghr,and an infinite 

company of Giants ſlain ;*when alſo died moſt of thoſe of the poſterity of Zapheth, leaving them of 
Chan Lords of the Ifland, - 

(9) Whercupon Nemethus a Scythizn, with his four ſons, arrived in Ireland, and by ſtrong hard 
leered thernſ. lyes among theſe Giants 3 where for two hundred and fixty years they kepr, bur then n0 
longer able to hold cur againſt them, they left their Randings,and departed the Jand, 

(10) $oen after, the five ſons of Dela, deſcended from the ſaid XN imethers, came into theſe coaſts, 
and with manly proweſs drove theſe miſcreanrs our of 1r-laad; whergby the ſeed of Chay was utterly 
expelled, and theſe of Zopbeth divided rhe land into five part, whereef they b:came themſelves Kings: 
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but falling ar variance, gave adyantage unto others, among whom the BRUTAINS fer in , 
foot. 
(11) Bur ro make this Iſland more famous, certain Hiſtorians have ferched their Kings from 
moit uncertain Records, as namely from Gaothel the Grecian, and Scotia (the daughter of King Vha- 
raoh,and nouriſher of Moſes ) his wife : who at thattime, when 1/ſraet were in Egypt, with a Colony 
came into Spain, and after into Ireland, where he was made King, and in hogour of his Queen, 
the land named Scotia, from whom alſo the Inhabitants rook name : his poſterity increaſing in the 
parts of Spain, where firſt they had ſeared, in proceſs of time fought turcher adyentures under the 
tour ſons of Milefius King of Spain, . whoſe, names were Hiberaus, Hermioa, Enuci, and Eit« 
mony \ 

(12) Theſe, by thedire&ion, ſufferance and affittance of Gurguntius, K'ny of the Britains,after 
thar Ireland had been very much diſpeopled by a contagious peſtilence, ſeared themſelves, and from 
the cldeft, Hjbernys, call:d the Iſlind Hiberntigzas ſome are of opinion : rhele divided the whole into 
hive Provinces, famouſly known by rhe names of Mounſtey- Leinſter, Coonaught, tHIſter, and Meath in 
rheir midſt : and from theſe the preſent 175jh repute themſelves ro cowe. Yer ſurely, as | m3ke no 
queſtion, bur ryar this Iſland b:came inhabired even of old time, when mankind again over-ſpread 
the face of the earth, ſodoubt I nor, bur thac our Britains paſſed thereinro themſclves, ſuch inhnite 
number of words in the J:jſh language yer in vſe, ſuch ancient names of Warers, Iſlzs, Mountains, 
and places, meerly B;itiſh words, yer remaining, and the reſtimony of Tacitus, who ſaith, that rheir 
manncrs were faſhioned to the Britians,inforceth ſo much; and Pto/omy before himgcalleth char Ifland 
by che name of little Britain : all which ſhew a former intereſt for Irelandgthan that which by conquelt 


nndcr Henry the ſecond was made. (13) Th 
| I3 at 


IRELAND DESCRIBED. 


Ierne,and the River next unro ity, by Mela, Ieraa t yea, and Spain icfelf, for che Weſtern fituarion, is 
cailed Heſperia : rhe Weſt-Cape of Africh, Heſperium; and in GermanyWeſtrich and Teſtphalentrom 
their poſition have their names, Poftelius ( a man that rather followed his ewn fancy, than the jadge» 
ment of others ( fercheth che original of Ireland from the Hebrews, as if Ir48 ſhould b2: as much as 
Turin, thar is,the Fews land : which opinion I hold no bercer than thoſe that would have it from whe 
Winrer-like ſtorms, although upon every wind the aire is cold there, 

(3) Feſtus Avienus,in rhar lictle book which he enciculed Ore Maritime,calleth Ireland, Sacram In» 
ſulam, that is, the holy Ifland : ro whiteh opinion the people are loon drawn by reaſon ot the many 
Saints that the 1ſ)1nd is {aid ro produce, and the bleſſed ſoile rhar affords no venomeus creatute> ro 
rerain life, It is thought that Plutarch meant Ireland by his Ogygia,tor her great antiquity ; and of 
latter times by Iſdore and Bede it was called Scotiazof choſe Scots chat inhabiced ir : and thar thence 
thename of Scotland,together with the Scots themſelves, came into Britain, 

(4) Forlargeneſs and circuir, in times paſt, this Iſland challenged the third place in rank of all 
the Iflzs of the then known world : for thus have Geographers let us, that rhe Indian Taproban for 
prearnels was the firſt, the Iffe of Britain the next, and this of Ireland the third : and tor that cauſe 
doth Ptolomy call it the little Britains Burt howſacyer Strabo hath extended rhe breadth, as broad as the 
length,and others have formed ir in ſhape like an egge, yer later dimenſions haye found it far orher- 
wiſe,twice longer than broad, and may be compared to the fore=icg of a Bear, it the Simile breed no 
offence. Whole Eaſt-ſide hath on ir that rempeſtuous ſea thar currerh her Channel herwixt Eng/aiu4 
and this Ire/and : the Weſt is waſhed with the Weſtern Ocean; rhe Noith with the Dencaledonians 
and the South with the Virginian Sea. | 

(5) The aire of this 11nd is deleRable and wholſom, mou neither ſo clear nor ſubtil as is 
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ours of Ex2/and, which (as Melaſaith) is nothing favourable for the ripening of Corn : b:t ſo grate- 
fvll ro the ground, that it cauſcth graſs to grow abundantly, nor only freſh and long, bur withall very 
ſweer for all Cartel, and in Winter js more ſubje& to wind than ſnow 2: and that I may uſe the words 
of Giraldus, It us of all Countries moſt temperate, neithcy forcing the Inbabitants to ſeek ſhade [rom the 
fi yiag beat of Cancer, nor the chilling cold of Capricorn to drive them to the fire : bur ax all (eaſons moſt 
mild, berwixt a ſtifferable cold, and gentle warm hear. | 

(6) The ſoile ('aith Cambresſis) is uneven, woody, wild, wateriſh, and boggy, ſe full of Louphs 
and Mears, that great ponds of water are found upon the high Mountains. Theſe indeed make the 
places ſomewhar dangerous unto all new commers, by breeding of rheums, dyſenteries and fluxes, 
whoſe uſual remedy is #. kebah, a wholelome Aqua vite, that drieth more, and enflameth leſs, than 
many other hot confe&iens. 

( 7) The Commoditics of this Kingdom chiefly conſiſt in Cartel, whoſe feed is ſo ſweer and fo 
ranke, thar they will ſoon graze to a ſurfeir, if they may be ſuffered ro feed as they will. Their ſheep 
are many, bur bear nor the beſt wool], which twice are ſhoin within one year, Of theſe they make 
Manglcs, Caddowes, ang Coverlets, vented from rhence into forrain Countries. Their Hobbies 1:ke+ 
wiſe are of great eſteem, and are anſiyerable rothe Jenners of Spajn. Bres are there in ſuch abun- 
dance,thar honey is found in holes of crees,and in refts cf the racks. No annoyance of hurttull Snake 
Or Venomous creatures; and to ſpeak all in a word, nothing wanting for profit or pleaſure : for fo 
much doth Giraldys afhrme, in laying, thar Natw'e had caſt into this rreſterne Kingdom of Zephy. us 
more gr 4cious ee than was ordinary, = 

( 3 ) Touching the original peopling of rhis fair I{lnd, if we will believe their records, the! 
make antiquity it ſelf bur young unto themſelves, 2ffirming the damicl Ceſarea, and nicce unto 
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years of age, whoſe cuſtoms were to ſend ro their lovers bracelers plated , and curiouſly wrought cf 
their own hair , ſo far following Venus inthe knors of theſe allurements. The men wore linnen 
ſhirts exceedingly large, tained with Saffron, the ſleeves wide,and hanging to their knees, ſtrait and 
ſhorc rruſles plared thick in the skirts, their breechescloſe ro the thighs, a ſhore skein hanging point 
down before , and a mantle moſt rimes caſt over rheir heads, The women wore rheir hair placed 
in curious manner , hanging down their backs and ſhoulders, from under foulden wre3thes of fine 


linnen, rolled abour their h:ads, rather loading the wearer than delighting the beholder : for as _ 


the one was moſt ſeemly, {o the other was unſightly : their necks were hung with chains and car- 
kaners, their arms wrearhed with many bracelets, and over their fide-garments the ſhagge rugge 
mantlers parfl:d with a deep Fringe of divers colours, both ſexes accounting idleneſs their onely 
liberty, and eaſe their greateſt riches. "0 

(19) In wars they were forward, and fought with battleyaxes, whoſe bearers were called Gat- 
log/aſſes, the common Souldier bur lightly armed , who ſerved with darts and ſharp skeines ;z their 
Lrumper was a Bagge-pipe z and word for encounters Pharron ; which ar the firſt onſer with grear 
acclamation rhey uttered, and he thar did noty was raken into the air, and carried into the vale of 
Kerry, where transformed (as they did believe) he remainerh until he was hunced with Hounds from 
thence to his home. 

(20 ) For the dying and dead they hired women ro mourn, who expoſtulared with rhe ſick, why 
he would die ; and d:ad, ar his Funeral ſuch out cries were made, ſuch clapping of hagds , ſuch 
howlings and geſtures , that one would think cheir ſorrows unrecoverable , holding the opinion of 
Pithagayas for the ſou's departed. 

# (21) Theirdier in neceſſity was fl:nder , feeding upon warter-creiles, roots, muthromes, ſham - 
10p1, butter remp:zred with oar-meal, milk, whey, yea, and raw fl:ſh, ths bloud being cruſhed our 
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their uſe was alſo to ler their kine blond , which ſtanding a while, and coming to a j{lly, with bur* 
xr they did cat, asa very good diſh. 

(22 ) Thar che Golpel of Chriſt ſhould be preached in Ireland by Fames the Apoſtle, I will nor 
affirm,though Yzealius hath {aid ir; neirher will I, with the Scots, bring the Iſlands converſion from 
a Chriſtian woman, who (as their Hiſtorians do avouch ) firſt inſtrufted che Queen,and the Queen 
her hushand , and he again his Subj:&s, till all became? Chriſtians. Bur molt crue ic is,thar the Scots 
firſt received the dorine of Chriſt in this Kingdom of Ireland ; for thus writeth Proſper : Celcſtii 
Pope of Rome ſeat bus Archdeacon Palladius into Britain ts withſtand the Pelagian bercſie, who at one time 
did drive out theſe enemies of grace,aad ordained a Biſhop among the Scots, whereby that barbarousNation 
embraced Chriſtianity. Ver Niaius reporteth, that Pafladiys did nothing in neither , being raken away 
by untimely dearh : bur chat S. Patricþ, born ar Eiburne in Cluedſdale, the ſon of Calphurus, by the 
ſiſter of S. Martin , was the firſt Apoſtle for Irelazd , who ſowed his heavenly ſeed with ſuch plen- 
tiful increaſe » rharthe ſoil ir ſelf ſhortly was called Sanforum patria, the Country of Saints : for 
whoſe Sepulchre after his death roſe as great variance , as was for Homer amongſt them of Greece : 
they of Downe challenged his praye to be with them , upon certain Verſes written on a Tomb, 
which aſcribes, Patrich, Pridget, and Columie ro be buried therein: they of Armagh lay claim by 
th: warrant of S. Bernard, who (1ith, that Patrich in his time there ruled. ana after deat! there reſted, 
Glaſcenbury in England by ancient records will have his body interred with them ;, and Scotland 
avoucherh his birth to be ar G/aſco , and bones ro reſt art K;/þ Patrich with them : of ſuch reve- 
rent eſteem was this 1/1ſh Apoſtle. 

(23) ThisPatrich in his youth had been taken caprive by the Iriſh Pirars,and for ſix\ycars con- 
rinuance ſerved Macbuain as his ſlave , and keeper of his ſwine ; in which dej:Red condition, [o 


defirous he was of the Lands falyation , that in his dreams he thought che lofants unborn cryed 
| unto 
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( 13 ) Thar itever was ſubj:& to the Romans, is doubiful, though Agrico/a did wiſh itzand Taci:us 
hcld moſt n<cellary : yea, and in the diviſion of their Empire, Ircland, with Britain and Thule, tell 
unto Conſt 2a!tize the ſon of Conſtantine the great; yer their manners unreclaimed , and barbariini 
retained long after thoſe days , do witneſs no ſuch civility fown, ro bz in that plor. But when 
Romes great Empire b:gin ro grow leſs, the Scots or Scythians grew mighty in Ircland;and as Oreſtns 
vriceth , that Iſland was wholly inhabiced by the Scortzſh Nution in the days of Henorius, and Arcg- 
digs, the Emperours : whole wats and ſliughter, Claudiaa Corh lightly touch in this his Verſe. | 


Scotorum cumulos flevit glacialss Ierne. = 
The froz74 lieland wept to ſce, her Scors all ſtaia on heaps to be, 


(14) As theſe for the moſt part, by the reſtimony of Njaius, were the ancient Inhavirants, ſo by 
other ancient Writers, their cultoms and manners are thus ſer forth : Straho ſaith, The Inhabitants 
of Ireland are more 14de thas the Britains , they feed upon.the fleſh of men, yea, and th-nk it a poiat of 
worth to eat their dead parents : wantonly they accompapy with womea,. making no differeace of other 
mens wives, their own ſiſters, nor of their natural mothers .: but of theſe things { ſaith he } we have no 
certain witneſs of ſufficient credit. Pomponius Mela recordeth , that the Iriſh are unc:vil , ignorant of 
ucytues, and woid of religion. And Soliimns athrmeth, that after vidtory they driak'the bloud of the ſl 18, 
and b:ſmcai their own faces therewith; ſo givento war,that the mother at the bi:th of a man-ch1ld, feedeth 
the firft meat into ber infants mouth, upon the potat of ber husbands ſward , and with beatbentſh inpre- 
cations, w:ſheth that it may die nootherwiſe than 14 war or by ſword. 

' (15) Bur from theſe ancient and barbarous manners, ler us come to the condicions of their mid- 
dletime ; whom Gira/dus Cambreuſes deicriderh as followeyh t The IiſÞ(laith he) are a-flrong and bold 
pcopley 
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Sropley martial and prodigat in war, aimbles ſtout, aud haughty of heart ; careleſs of life, but greedy of 
olory; courteous to ftrangers, coaſt.ant in love, light of velicf, impaticat of injury, given to fleſhly lufts,and 
74 cimity implacable. Ar the baprizing of the'r Infants, theic manner was, not to dip their righr 
arms into the water, thar ſo (as they thoughr) they might give a more deep and incurable blow; ne» 
ver calling them by the nam*s of. their Parencs whilſt they lived together, but ar their death took ir 
upon them. Their women nurlcd not the children they bare; and they that nuled others, did affe& 
and love them much more than their own, 

(16) So much were they given ro fantaſtical conceirts, that they held ir very ominous to give 
their neighbours fire upon May-day ; r9 caran old egge, endangercd the d:ath of their hotſe : and 
before they c#{t in their ſeed, they ſend ſa't into the Held : ro hang up the ſhells in the 10of, was a 
preſe:vative of the chickens from the Kite 2 ro ſer up grzen boughs ar their doors in the Moneth of 
ay » increaſed their Kines milk; and to ſpit vpon Cattle , thcy hcld ir good againſt Wirchcry, 
whereof Ire/aad was full. | 

( 17) Superſtitions Idolatry among the wilde 17:ſy was common, yielding divine honour un'o 
the Moon after the change , unto whom they both bowed their knees and made ſupplications ; and 
with a loud voice would thus ſpeak unto thar Planet : re pray thee leave us in as good eſtate as thou 
founudſt us. Wolves rhey did make their Godſibs, rerming them Chari Chriſt, and ſo though them- 
I-lv:s preſerved from their hurts : the hoofs of dead hojſes they accounted -3rd held ſacied : abour 
childrens necks they bung the beginning of Sainr Zobis Goſpel, a crooked nail of an horic ſhooe, 
0:4 piece of a Wolves skin ; and both the ſucking child and nurſe were girr with girdles finely 
plated of womans hair ; lo far they wandred into the ways of errour, in making thcle arms the 
firength of their healths, 

(18) Their wives were many, by reaſon of divorcements, and their maids married at rwelve 

years 
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CHAPTER 3 

His Province, called in Ir:ſh, Mown ; in a more/ordinary conſtrugion of ſpeech, Town; in 

L atine, Moimonia ; and in Eag!iſh, Mounſterz lieth open South-ward to the Virgiaian Sea 7 

North ward it affroncerh part of Conaangtt : The Eaſt is neighboured by Leinſter 3 and 
the Weſt is alrogerher waſhed with the Weſt Ocean, | 

(2 ) The length thereof extended from Ballatimore-Bay in her South, unto the Bay of Ga!way 
in her North, are about ninzry miles, H:r broadett parc from Eaſt ro Weſt, is from ater/ord- Have 
to Feritcy Hivony and containeth an hundred miles. The whole circumf:rence, by follow ng the Pro- 
metatics and indenrte, are above five hundred ard forty miles, 

( 3) The form thereot is quadrant or four-ſquare, The air mild and t:mperare, neirher roo 
chilling cold , nor coo ſcorching her, The ſoil in ſome parts is hilly, looking aloft with woody, 
wilde, and ſolitary mountains : yer the yallies belaw arc garniſhed with Corn-ficlds, And gence 
rally, all, both pleaſanr for fight, and ferril for oil, 

(4) This Province is ar rhis day divided inco rwo parts : that is, the Welt Mounſter, and the 
Sourh- Hounſter, The Weſt» Mogaſter was inhabited in old rime by the Lucezi, rhe Ve!abri, and the 
#terint : the Sourh Mounſter by che Oudie or YVodie, and the Coriondi, The Felabri and *Lucent.are 
ſaid ( by Orcſeus ) tohave dwelt in that part of the Ceuntry, where ir lieth ourmoſt Weſtward, and 
paſſing rowards the Caiztahrian Ocean, looketh a far off to Gallitia in Spaia. The Lucent of Ireland 
(who ſeem ro nave derived their name and original from the Lycenſiz of Gallitia, and of whom there 
ſtill remiin ſome reliques 1n the Barony of Lyxnouw) are ſuppoſed ro have been leated in thole parts 
that lic neighbouring upon the bank of the Riyer Shea392. _ 
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(5) The general Commodities of this Province, are Corn Cartel, Wood, Wool!, and Fiſh, The 
laſt where, it affords in every place, and abundance of all forts. Buc none fo well known for the 
ſtore of H-rrings that are taken there, as is the Promontory called Eraygh, thar lies between Bare 
and Ballatimore Bay, whereunto every year a great Fleet of Spaniards and Poitugals reſort ( even in 
the midſt of Winter ) tg fiſh alſo for Cods, - 

(6) The principal City of che Province is Limeriche, which the I1:ſh call Loumeagh, compafied 
abour with the famous River Sheanon, by the parting of the Channel, This is a Biſhops Sze, and the 
very Mart-Town of Mounſter. Ir was hiſt won by Reymead le Grofſe an Engliſhman, afterwards 
burnt by Duenald an Iriſh petty King of Thuetmead, Then in proceſs of time, Philip Breos an Eage 
liſhman was infcoffed in it, and King Fohn fortified it with a Caſtle, which he cauſed therein ro be 
bailr, In this Caſtle certain Hoſtages miking their abode inthe year 1332.grew ( as is reported ) 
ſo full of pride aid inlolency,. that they {1:w the Conſtable thereof, and ſeized the Cafile into their 
own hands, Bur the reſolute Cirizens, thar could neither brook nor bear with ſuch barbarous crue 
ciry, did in revenge then ſhew ſuch manly courage and vivacity, as they ſoon after recovered the 
Caſtle again, repaying the Hoſtages in ſuch hoſtile manner, as they put-them all ro the ſword 
withour partiality, *The poſition of this Town is by Mcicator placed for Latitude 53. degrees 
20 mitutes ; and for Longitude, 9 degrees and 34. minutes, Nzar unto the River that Ptolomy 
calleth Dacona,and Giraldus Camirenſis ( by the alteration of ſome few letters ) nameth Sauranus, 
and Sava/eaus, which ifſuerh cur of Mysferey Mountains : is ſeated the Ciry Corbe, graced a'ſ5 
with another Epiſcopal dignity {and with the Biſheps See of C/oz annexed unto it ) which Giraldus 
callech Corragia, the Engliſhmen Corhe,and the native Inhabirants of the Country Cg;each. This Town 
is fo beſer on every fide with neighbouring moleſters, as that rhey are ſtill conſtrained ro k2ep 


waich an dward, as if there lay continual ſiege againſt it, The Cirizens of this place are all linkr 
- rogeth.r 
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unto him for Bapriſm.z and redeeming himſelf rhence for'a piece of gold found in the field, which 
a ſwine had turned up, in his aged years came back apain into Ireland , preached the Goſpel, con- 
yerred the people, and laſtly became Archbiſhop of Armagh. Of whole miracles and Purgatory, I 
leave orhers to ſpeak; rhar are more credulous in the one, and have berter leiſure to rclare the other; 
and wi:l ſhew thee Ireland as now it is, firſt in general, and then 1a parts, 
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together in lome one or other degree of affinity , for'that rhey dare not match their daughters jn 
marriage inco the Country, bur make contratts of matrimony one with another among rhemle!ves, 
in chis place, that holy and religious man Eriockh is ſaiq\to have his birth and breeding, who flourith - 
9 among the Gayles in that fruitful age of Chriſtianity and from whom the Dioceſs of Sambrioch 
1n B:4tata Armorica, commoniy called S. Brie had the denomination, 

(7) The Ciry.which rhe 172/h and Britaias call Porthlargy, and the Exzliſh, Watcrford, weough ir, 
be laſt in placz, yer is it not leaſt in account, as being the-ſccond Ciry in all Ireland, as well for the 
convenience and commotionſneſs of the Haven, that. affords ſuch neceſfary apcirude for trade and 
traffique , as alſo forthe faichful loyalty which it hath; always ſhewed to the Imperial Crown of 
Englaud : for ever fince it was won by Richard Earl of Pem3-oke, it till performed che obedience and 
peaccable cffices of duty and ſervice unto the Engliſh, as rey continued rhe courſe in the con« 
queſt of Trelaad 2 whence it is that the Kings of Exzlend have from time to time endowed ir 
wih many large Franchiſes and Liberties, which King Henry\rhe ſeventh did bach augment and 
confirm, = 

(8) Although fince the rime of S. Patrick, Chriſtianity was never excind inthis Country, yer 
the government being haled into contrary fattjions, the Novility I:wlels, and the multicude wiitul, 
it hath come to paſs, that Religion hath waxed ( with the temporal* common fort ) more cold and 
feeble , being moſt of then very irrcligious, and addifted wholly ro {uperſtitious oblervarions ; for 
in ſome parts of this Province, ſome are of opinion, thar cerrain men are yearly turned into Wolves, 
and made Wolf-men. Though this hath been conſtantly affirmed by ſuch as think their cenſures 
worthy ro paſs for currant an4 credjble : yer let us ſuppoſe that haply they be pollefled with che 
diſeaſe and malady that the Phyfirians call Lycanthro\ y, which begertech and cagendrerh fach l;ke 
pbatrafies' through the malicieus humeurs of Mclanch ly ; and ſo otcentimes mza imagin? _ 
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ſclves to be turned and transformed into forms which they are not, Some again «<mbrace ana:her. 
ridiculous opinion, and perſwade themlelves, that he who in the barbarous acclamation and outcry 
of the Souldiers , which they ufe with great forcing and ſtraining of their voices, when they joyn 
battel 5 doth nor ſhowre and make a noiſe as the reſt do, is ſuddenly caught from the ground, and 
Carried as ir were flying inthe air , our of any Country of Ire/and, into ſome deſert vallies, where he 
tecdeth upon gra's, drinketh warer, hath ſome ufe of reaſon, bur nor of ſpezchs is ignorant of the 
preſent condition he tands in, whether good or bad : yer ar lengri: ſhall be brought ro his own bone, 
being caught with the help of Hounds and Hunters, Great pity tat the foul ficnd and father of Garke 
neſs, thould ſo grievoufly ſeduce this people with misbelicf, and rhar theſe ervours be not calcd a- 
way wich the truth of Chriſtian Religion, whereby as they carry much grace in their co.untenances, 
they may alſo not bz void of the inward grace ef their ſouls and underſtanding. 

(9) This Province hath been fore waſted in the rebellions of Deſmend to whole aid Pope Gree 
g0iy che chirreenth, and Phi!ip King of Spain » Tent certain companies of Italiane and Spazizrds z who 
arrived ner far from Pinle, fortified rhewſcl yes, and gave itthe larne of Fort de Ore, {our ding loud 
threats againſt the whol: Country, But 4rthur Baron Grey, Lord Devury of Ireland, ar th. firk ons 
ſer decided their quarrel , by ſheathing his ſword in their bowels ; and Deſmond teartully Aying 1ne9 
the woods, was by a Souldier cur ſhorter by the head, And again, when the Kingdom of 1r:and 
Lay bleeding , and pur almoſt ro the hazard of the laſt caſt, Don Foba D' 3quila, with cight thouſand 
Spaniards ( upon confiderice of the excommunicarions of Prus the fitr, Gregory the rhirteenth , and 
Clement the eight, Popes, all of chem diſcharging rheir curſes lik. unto thunderboles againft Queen 
Elizabeth'of bleſſed memory ) landed neer unto Kzaſale , preluming that the rebeltions of Tyrone bad 
turned the heartsof the Triſh for Rome : Sir Charles Blunt Lord Moantjoy, in the depth of Winter, and 
with his tired Souldiers, fo daunted their Spaziſh hearts, that with one viRory-he repelled rheir | 


bragging boldacſs, and recovered the 1:3fh thar were ready to revolr, (10) God 
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(10) God hath ofcentimes ſhewed his render loveand affe&ion to this people, in laying his 
farherly chaſtiſcements and affligions upon them , fomerimes by winds , ſomerimes by famine and 
dearth, and ſomerimes again by opening his hand of plenty into their laps ro convert them rohim- 
ſelf, and rodivert their hearts from ſuperſtirions, Inthe year 1330, abeur the Feaſt of Sainr Folhn 
Baptiſt, chcre began ſuch a dearth of Cern in this Country, by the abundanee of rain and the inun - 
dation of warers ( Which continued until Michaelmas follo«ing) that a Cranoc of Wheat was ſold 
for twenty ſhillings, a Cranoc of Oars for cighe ſhillings, a Cranoc of Peaſe, Beans, and Barley for 
as much. The winds the ſame year were ſo mighty, that.many were hart , and mavty flain out-righe 
by the fall of houſes that was forced by the violence of che ſame, The like whereof were never cn 
in Ireland. In the year 1317. there was ſuch a dearth & Corn and other vicuals, that a Cranoc of 
Whear was ſod for twenty three ſhillings. And many Houſholders, that before time hsd ſuſtained 
and relieved a great number, were this year driven to beg, and many famithed, In rhe time of which 
famine, the mercy of Ged ſo diſpoſed, that upon the 29. day of 7422,in the year 1331. there came 
to land ſuch a mighty mulrixude of grear Sea-fiſhes(rhax'is) Thu:ſh'ds, ſuch as in many ages paſt had 
never been ſeen, rhar the people were much conorr&/in this diſtreſs, and r«ccived great relief 
and ſuſtenance by the ſame. | | 

(11) Placesof Religien in this Country , were therwo Abbies ar Toghal!, called the North- 44- 
hey and South- Abby : The two Abbeys at Limerick , S, Francis Abbey, and S. Dominick Abbey : 
The two Abbeys at Corþ , the Abbey of the Iſl: , and S, Frances Abbey : and th: fimous Abbey (in 
times paſt ) of the holy Croſs which hath had many priyiledges and liberties oranred unto it, in ho- 
nour of a piece of Chriſls Croſs , char was (as they ſay) ſymerimes preſerved there. Thus were Chri. 
ſtians perſ+adcd in ancient rimes. And it is a wonder &4 what Troops and Afſemblies people do 
{cven yet) conflow hither upon devorion , as unto a Mice of holineſs and ſanQiry : fo firmly are 
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they ſer}ed in the Religion of their Fore- fathers, which hath been increaſed. beyond all meaſure by 
the negligent care of their Teachers, who ſhould inſtiu& their 3gnorance , and labour to reduce 
them from the erro:s they perſevere in, | 
This Province is-governed by a Lord Preſident, who hath one affiftant, rwelve learned Lawyers, 
and a Secretary to keep ir in duty and obedience, Ir was in times paſt divided into many parts, ' as 
Taweun, that is, North Mounfter ; D:ſwoun, char is, South Mounſter ; Hierwoun,that iS-Weſt Mounſter: 
Mean woun, that is, Middle Moxnfier , and #rw0un, that is, the Front of Moyaſter. Bur art this day 
it is diſtinguiſhed into theſe Counties ; Kerry, Deſmond, Limerich, Tipperary, Holycroſs,ate;ford,and 
Cork : which County in rimes paſt had becn a Kingdom, containing with it Deſmond alſo : for ſo in 
the Grant given by King Henry the ſecond unto Robert Fitz-Stephen, and ro Miles de Cogan, itis 
called in theſe words: Krow ye that I bave granted the winte Kinzdom of Cork, excepting the City and 
Cantred of the Ouſtmans, to bold for them and their heirs, of me and John my ſon, by the ſervice of (ixty 
Kz/ghts. The County of Vaterford, King HMexry the fixth gave unto Fohn Talbot Earl of Shyewsbwy, 
with the name,Rtile,and title of Earl of Waterford, which was afterward again aſſumed ro the Crown, 
Touching the County of Holy-Croſs , a5 the opini® of that much frequented Abbey is much leijen» 
ed , ſo that County is ſwallowed up alrogerther in the County Tipperary. Ir is fortificd with five 
Krong Caſtles, traded with fix Market-Towns, and divided as followerh, 
| Limerich, 
Rey, 
| Corb. 
MOANSTER \Vaterford, 

Deſmond. 

Holy Cyoſs in 

Tipyeraiy, je 


LEINSTER, 


Ln 
NP 
Ch 


LEINSTER. 
CHAPTER III. 


His Country, the Natives call Leighzigh, the Britaizs Lein; in Latine, Lagenia; in the an; 
cient lives of the Saints, Lagen; and in Engliſh, Leisſter. It lieth Eaſtward along Hiberaicum 
Sea z on Connaught fide Weſtward ir is bounded with rhe River Sh@non;the North with the 
Territory of Louth, and the South with pare of the Province of Moxnſter. This Country 
butreth upon England, as Mounſter and Connaught do upon Spain. 

(2 ) The fotm hereof: is rriangle, and fides nor much unequal , from hee Snurh-Eaſt unto the 
Weſt-point abour $0 miles, from thence ro her North-weſt about 70 miles, and her Eaſt Coaſt along 
the Iriſh Sea-ſhore, cighty miles : the circumference upon two hundred and ſev: nty miles. 

(3) The air is clear and gentle, mixt with a temperate diſpofition , yielding neicher extrewiry 
of hear or cold , according to the ſcaſonable rimes of rhe year, and rbe natural condition of the 
Continent. The ſoil is generally fruirful , plentiful both in fiſk and fleſh, and in other vifuals, as 
burter, cheeſe, and milk, Ir is fertil in Corn, Catrle, and paſture grounds, and would be much 
more , if the husbandman did bur apply his induſtry, re which he is invited by the commodiouſneſs'ef 
the Country. Ir is well watered with Rivers, and for the moſt part well wooded, except the County 
of Divelin, which complains much of chat want, being ſo deſtirure of wood, that rhey are compelled 
rouſe a clammy kind of far rurff for their fuel, or Sca-coal brought out of England. 

(4) The lnhabirancs of theſe parts in Ptolomies days were the Brigantes, Mexapii, Cauci,and Bl ani; 
from which Blani may ſeem r@ be derived: and contra&ed the latrer and medern names of his 
| Country, Leia, Leighnigh, and Zeinſter, The Menapiiz (as the name dorh after a ſort irply)came __ 
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the Menapiaus, 4 Nation in Low Germany, that dwelt by the $:a-Coaſts, Theſe Brigantes, called allo 
Brigants, Florianus del Campo ( a Spaniard ) labours to ferch from the Brigants of his own Coun- 
_ trey, of whom an ancicar City in Spain ( called Prigantia } rook the name. Bur they may ſeem ra- 
ther to derive their denomination from the River Bzrgus, abour which they inhabired, for to this the 
very name is almoſt ſufficient ro perſwade ys. 

(5) Th= commodiries of this Country do chiefly conſiſt in Cattle, Sea-fowl, and Fiſh. Ir breeds 
many excelent good horſes, called Tiſh Hobbies, which have not the ſame pace that other holes 
haye in their courſe, bur a ſoft and round amble, ſerring very cafily, 

(6) This Country hath in it three Rivers of norte, termed in old time the three ſiſters, Sho::;, 
Neor, and Batreo, which ifſue our of the huge Mountain {cajled by Giraldus, Bladiae Montes) as 0. 
of their mothers womb, and from their riſing rops deſcengi9g with a downfal into ſeveral Channels, 
before they empry rhemſclves into the Ocean, joyn hand + 4and all rogerher in a mutual league and 
combinarion. . "x 

(7) Places very dangerous for ſhipping are certain flag and (hallows in the Sea , thar lie over 
2eainſt Holy-point , which the Mariners call che Groun#g® Allo the ſhelves of ſand char lie a grear 
mY wr. 6 oppoſire to Newcafite , which over lookerh'them into the Sea from the top of an high 

11] ad joyning, 

(8) In His Province are placed many fair and weal:hy Towns, as Kilkenny, which for a Bur- 
rough-Town excels all the midland Burroughs in this 1ſ11nd, Kildare , which is adorned with an 
Epiſcopal See, . and much graced in the firſt infancy of che 17iſh Church, by reaſon of Saint Brigid a 
rencrable Virgin, had in grear account and eftimatjon for her virginity and devotion, as who was 
the Difciple of S. Patrich of ſo great fame, renown, and antiquity : alſo We;sſord ( a name given 
unto x by theſe Germans , whom the Iriſhierm Ouſtmans ) a Town though inferiour ro ſome) yer as 
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memorable as any , fo that it became the firſt Colony of the Engliſh, and did firſt ſubmir ic lelf unts 
che;r pioreficn, being afſaulred by Fitz Stephen, a Captain werthily mide famous for his yalow 
and magnanimity. 

(9 ) Pur the City which fame may juſtly celebrate alone, beyond all the Cities or Towns in I7e- 
laud , © that which we call D:velin, Piolomy Eblana, the Latiniſts Dublinium, and Dublizia ; the eſt- 
Bitaines, Dines Dulia ; the Exglih-Saxons in times paſt, Duplin ; and the Iriſb, Balacleigh, that is, 
che Town upon hurcles : for it is reported that the place being fenniſh and mooriſh, when it firſt be- 
gan to be builded, rhe foundation was laid upon hurdl:s, 

( 10) Thar ir is ancient, isperſwaded by the authority of Ptolemy, That ir was grievouſly rent 
and dilmembred in the tumulruous wars of the Daxes, and brought afrerwards under the ſubjcRi- 
on of Edgar King of Erglanl, ( which his Charter alſo confrmeth, wherein he callertvir the novle 
City of Ircland ) is written by Saxo Grammalicyus. That it was builc by Harold of Norway, which may 
icen to be Harold Harſager, when he had broughr the greateſt part of 1zeland into an awful obedi- 
ence unto him , we read in the life of Griffith ap Sinan Prince of Wales, Ar lengri it yielded unto 
the valour and proicion of the Engliſh, at their ficſt arrival into Ireland, by whom it was manfully 
actented from the fierce affaules as well of 4u/coutph Prince of the Dubliniais, as afterwards of Gote 
za;d King of the Ifl:+: fince which time ir hath ſtill augmented her fl uriſhing eſtare, and given 
approved reftimony of her faith, and loyalty ro the Crown of Exglaad, in the times of any rumul- 
cuous ſtraights and commorions. 

(11) This is the Royal Scat of Ireland, ſtrong in her municion, beautiful in her buildinzs,and 
{ for the quantity ) marchable ro many other Cirits , frequent for traffick and intercomſc of Mer- 
chants, In the Eaſt Suburbs, Henry the ſecond, King of England( as Hoveden reporteth) cauſed a oy: 
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year of Chriſt 1220, Nor far from ir is the beautiful Colledge conſecrated unto rhe name of the holy 
Trinity, which Queen Elizabeth of famous memory,dignihed with the priviledges of an Univeſity, 
The Church of $. Patrick being much enlarged by King Fobn, was by Zown Comin Archbiſhop of Dub- 
lin, bern at Eveſham in England, firſt ordained to be a Church of Prebends in the year I 191. It doth 
at this day maintain a Dean, a Chantery a Chancellor, a Treaſurer, rwo Archdeacons; and rwenty 
two Preb:ndarics, 

This Cny in times paſt, for che due adminiſtration of Civil Goyerament, bad a Provoſt for the 
chief Magiſtrate, Bur in the year of raans redemprion,x409. King Henry the fourth granted then 
liberty to chuſe every year a Maior and two Bailiffes, and that the Maior ſhould have a gilc ſword 
cartied before him for cver. And King Edward the {51th ( to heap more honour upon this place ) 
changed the two Bailifles afterwards into Sheritffes : ſo! ar there is nor any thing here wanting thar 
may ſerve to make the eſtate of a City moſt flouriſhing} / 

(12) As the people of rhis Country do about the ne Hbouring parts of Divelia come neareſtunts 
the civil conditions and orderly ſubje&ion of the Ezgty -; ſo in places farther off they are:more ru- 
multuous, being ar deadly feuds amongſt themſelves, cgamitting ofr-times Man-flaughter one upsn 
another, and working their own milchiefs by murual wrongs : for ſo the Iriſh of Leinfler waſted Lein» 
fler with many Towns in the ſame Province in the year"t2þ4- And in the year 1301.the menof Lejn- 
ſter in Ike manner raiſed a war in the winter ſeaſon, ſetting on fire the Toyn of 14þinlo,Ratbdon,and 
others,working theit own plague and puniſhment by burning uptheir ſuſtenance,and loſing their Ca» 
ſtle by depredation, | 

(13) Marter of obſervation, and no leſs admiration among them, is the Giants dance, commonly 
ſo called,and ſo much talked of, which Mer1iz is ſaid by Art of Magick rs baye tranſlated our of this 
Territory unto Salibury Plain : which how true it is, 1 Ieave tothe yain belieyers of miracles, and to 
the credulous obſervers of antiquity. (149 In 
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(14) In rhis County have been erc&cd many famous Monaſteries, Abbeys, and religious houſes; 
conſecrared-ro devour and holy purpoſes : As the Monaſtery of Saint Maries of Ouſtmanby, founded 
for preaching Fryers, ugto which of late daics rhe Judicial Ceurrs of the Kingdom have been 
eranſlated : alſorhe magnificent Abbey called. S. Thomas Court ar Publin, builded and endowed in 
times paſt with many large priviledges and revenues of King Henry rhe ſecond, in expiation of the . 
murther of Thomas Arch-biſhop of Canterbury. Likewiſe Teniers Monaſtery, or the notable Abbey 
which William Marſbelt Earle of Pembroke founded, and called De voto, for that he had vowed to God 
( being toſſed ar Sca with many a fore and dangerous tempeſt ) ro erre& an Abbey whereſocyer he 
came to land, and being ( afrer (hipwrack) caſt upon landin this place, he made performance of his 
yow accordingly. 

This Province. conrainerh the Counties of Kithenny, Caterlough, "Queens County, Kings Count), Kl- 
dare, Eaft- Meath, Veſt- Meath, Weisford, and Dublin (to ſay noching of Wichlo and Fernes, which cis 
cher be already, or elſe are to be annexed unto ir) and ſubdivided into fifrezn Marker-Towns. Ir 
——S fortified with the ſtrength of many Caſtles againſt the power of encmics, and is thus di- 
vided; 


Eaſt. Meath. Teen Kildare. 


Queens County: 5 Weefard. 


Counties, Wiſft- Meath, 
Kings County» *.Dubline 


Kilkenny. 
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CHAPTER {II11, 


His Proyince named by Giraldas Cambrenſis, Conachtiazand Conacia: by the Iriſh,Conaugh!y? 
and by Engliſh men, Conmaught_s is bounded Eaſt ward, with partof the County of Leinftey; 
| Norch-ward,with part of #ſier, Weſt-ward,with the Weft-main Ocean; and on the South, 
ir is confined with a patt of che Province of Mounſter, cloſed in with the River Shenzon, and 
burting againſt the Kingdom of Spain, 

(2) The form thereof is long,and rowards the North and South ends, thin and narrow : bur as it 
erens towards the middle, from either part it waxeth til bigger and bigger: extending in length 
fom the River Shenaor in her South, to Exzs Kelling in her North, 126 miles,and the broadeſt part is 
tion Tromer in her Eaſt,to Barragh Bay in her Weſt, containing abour fourſcore miles. The whole in 
circuir and compaſs is above four hundred miles, 

(3) The air js nor alcogether ſo pure and clearzas in the other Provinces of Ireland, by reafon of 
certain moiſt places (covered over with graſs) which for their ſoftneſs are uſually rermed Boghes,borh 
dangerous, and full of vyaporous and foggy miſts, 

(4) This County as iris divided into leveral portions, ſo is every portion ſeverally commended for 
the ſoile,*according ro the ſcafonable rimes of the year tro Twomend or the County Clareis ſaid to be 2 
Country ſo conveniently firuared, thar either from the Sea or Soil there can be nothing wiſhr for 
more, than whart ic doth naturally afford of ir felf, were bur the induſtry of the Inhabirants anſwera- 
ble co the reſt,” Ga/way is a land very thatkful ro the painful 'hwbandman, and no leſs commodious 
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# wit 


THE PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 


with pleaſure and fertiliry, abundantly rich in Cartel, Deer, Hawkes,and plenty of Honey.S!: go{ceaſt- 
ing upon the Sea) is a plenteous Country for feeding and rajfing of Cartel. Le-7rim (a place rifing 
up throughout with hills) is ſo full of ranke gra{s ewd forrage, that { as Soliaus reporterh”) it Cartel. 
were not kept ſometimes from grazing, theic ſulneſs would endanger them. And Roſcomen is a Terrie 
tory, for the moſt part plain and fruitfel, feeding many Heards of Cartel, and with mean husban« 
dry and tillage, yielding plenty of Corn. As every particular part is thus ſeyerally profitable by in b:ed 
commodiries ; ſo is itno leſs commended (in the generality) for the many accommodate apd fit Baies, 
Creeks, 3nd navigable Rivers, lying upon her Sea« coaſts, that after a ſort invi-e and provoke the In- 
habitants to Navigation. 


(5) Such as in ancient time made their abode and habirarions in rhis Province, were the GA N--. 


GAN I, who were alſo called CONCAN L, AUTERLandNAGNAT AX. As the Lucenz. 


(thar were next neighbours unto them) came from the Luceaſii (in Spain ) ſo thoſe Gangan; and Coze 
cani may ſeem alſo to have fctchr their d:rivation, from the Coxcani (2 Natien of the lelt-ſame Coun» 
try ) both by the affinity of name, and vicinity of place. In Stratos, according tothe diverfity of reading, 
the ſame people are named Contact and Coniſci ; and Siliys reftiech them ar the fiſt ro have been 
Scythians,and to have uſed ordinarily rodrink horſes bloud ( a thing nothing ſtrange among the w:1d 
Iriſh even ot late daies ) And ſome may alſo haply ſuppoſe that the I»ſh name Coaaughty, was cem- 
pounded of Concani and Nagaate, Ho aſoever, it is (ure that theſe were the ancient Inhabitants of this 
Country, as is to bt (een in Piolomy. 


(6) The principal City of this Province, and which may worthuly be accounted the third in | 
Ircland, is Gaiway, in 1rifh, Gallive, built in manner much like tro a Tower. It is dignified with a Bi- } 


ſhops See, and is rwuch frequented with Merchints, by reaſon whereof, and *rhe beneht ef the Road 


and Haven, it is gainful wo the Inhabirancs through trafk jue and exchange of r:c comme ries, 
both. 


—  ——— 
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both by Sea and Land, Not far from which, nearthe Weſt ſhoar thar lies indented with ſmall inlets 
and our-lers,in a rowzare the 1{lands called Aryazy of which many a fooliſh fable goes, as if they were 
the Iſlands of the living, wherein none died ar any time, or were ſubj<& ro mortality 5 which is as 
ſuperſtitious an obſeryation, as chat uſed in ſome orher corners of the Country, where the people leave 
the right arms of their Infants males unchriſtned (as they rerm it) ro the end thar ar any time aficr- 
wards, they might give a more deadly and ungracious blow when they ſtrike ; which chings donat 
only ſhew how palpably they are carried away by traditious obſcurities, bur &o alſo intimate how £11 
their hearrs be of invercrate revenge. 

(7) This Province preſents no matter more worthy of memory, than the barrel of Knocþ-toe 
(char is ) The hill of axes, under which, the grearcft rabble of Rebbels, thar were ever ſecn bcfore 
in Ireland ( raiſed and gathered rogether by the Arch-Rebels of that rime, William Burk O Bricn, Mice 
Nemare, and © ner, were after a bloudy overthrow diſcomfited and pur tv flight by rhe noble 
ſervice of Girald Fitz; Girald Eail of Kildare. Aud the ſuppreſſion of certain Iriſh ( the poſterity of 
Mac-v'illiam ) whouſwping a tyranny in theſe parts, raged ſometimes upon thewmleclyes, with mu- 
cual injurics,and oppreiled the poor people a long time with extorting, pilling, and ſpoiling ; ſo as 
they lcfc ſcarce one houſe in the Country unriflad, or unraſed ; bur were bridled'and reprefſed 
(even inour remembrance ) by the ſcverity and reſolution of the Commiſſioner of thoſe rimes, who 
in his wiſdom and pollicy well underſtood, that their exceflive inſolence, and thoſe their un- 
jut doings, would be a means to draw the peopte away from the due obedience ro their Prince : 
ſuch theretore as refuſed re obey the Laws, and fided with the tumultuous, with all care and dili- 
gence he ſoon ſcatrered, forcing their Forrs, and driving them into woods ang lurking holes ( for 
troubling the blefied etare of tranquility ) till the Lord Depury, who rook piry of chem, upon 


their humble ſupplication, commanded by his miſſives; that they ſhould be received upon termes 
of 


Ee da enes 
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of peace. Bur they being a ſtiffe-necked people, reok. arms, again. entred a-freſh- into. aRual re» 
bellion, drave away booties, made foul uproars, and upon. faire promiſes procuredthe aide of the 
Scot'iſh 1flanders,ſrom our of the Hebrides : whereupon the Governour afſembled an Army,and pur- 
ſued them with ſuch powerful vidlence through the Woods and Forreſts, that after fix or ſeyen 
weeks, being Fan bunger-bicren, they ſubmirced themſelves in all humilicy, » The Auxiliary 
Forces alſo of rhe Scots he by day and night affronced ſo near, and followed. ſo hardly,that he 
put them to flight, after he had killed and. drowned abour three thouſand of them in che River 
Mgt 

(8) Abourrke year x316. rhere was ſuch a great ſlaughter made of che Iriſh in this Province of 
Conarght through a quarrel that aroſe there berween two Lords or Princes, that there were lain 
en,borh fides abour fcur thouſand men ; and ſo grear a tibularion ay; that time'came upon the people, 
that rhey did devour and cat one another, ſo as of x0000. there remained nor above 3ese living. 
And ir is reported for truth,charche people were then ſo hunger- ſtarved, that mn Church yards they 
took the dead bodies our of their graves, and in their ſculls boyled che fleſh, and fed- upon ir 2 yeas 
and that women did ear their own children. Thus appearcd the ire and anger of God, in puniſhing 
their ſins, and ſecking cheir converſion, 

( 9 ) Places memorable, are, 124 Ceath, well known by the Monaſtery of Colman” (a devout Sainr 
founded tor Scots and Enz/Fhnen; and 1nis Bovind, which Bedacallech, #hite Calfe Iſle. Alſo Maio,a 


Monaſtery built ( as Bed wriruth ) for thirty men of Engliſh Nation, Likewiſe the Barovy of Boiley . 


und:r Curlew hills, where in times paſt was a famous Abbey built, rogecher with the Abbey of Bae 
Bude, in the year of grace 1152, Theſe Abbrys and Monafteries ereRed at the firſt for religious ler= 
vices, and through ignorance and other ebſcuricies diverced fince unto ſuperſtitious ules, are now 
made the xyips of time, 


(0) The- 
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(10) TheP rovince ef Connaught is at rhis day ſtrengthened with fourteen Caſtles, rraded with 
e:mc Market Towns, and divided as enſueth 2 


Clare, Mai. 

or ky [e8 0. 
T womond. Letrim. 
Galway. Roſcomen, 


Counries, 


'd 


IPROSPECT 
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). 


on Ul *, ve befre' By 33 


rained, 
Greag 57 | Belgzaz % 109 | Polaid, % 161 
Komane Empires 67 | Spain, 120 | Per(ia, 175 
Germany, 78 | Italy, 131 | Turkiſh Empire, _ 180 
Bohemia 83 | Hungaiys 142 Kingdom of Chia 189 
France, 98 | Denmarks I5l | Tartaita. 198 


London, Prirted for Roger Rea, at the Gilded Croſs in Wincheſter-ſirres 
near Greſham-Colledge, 1 668, + 


